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. Huge ice sheet
Australian PM .

meets ousted rival; (g;lregnland
dcCler

poll predicts loss

A giant sheet of ice measuring
260 sq km (100 sq miles) has
broken off a glacier in
Greenland, according to
researchers at a US university.

REUTERS, Sydney

Australian Prime Minister Julia Gillard met ousted predecessor
Kevin Rudd yesterday to bolster a flagging campaign as a new poll
predicted shewould lose a general election in two weeks' time.

The meeting between Gillard and her former boss, the first n]EthEkDfIEESEpE-]IatE!if[ﬂIH
since she forced him from office in a leadership coup in June the Petermann Glacier, on the
B P : north-west coast of Greenland.

took place under tight security at federal government offices in
Brisbane, capital of Rudd's home state of Queensland.

Gillard called the election after replacing Rudd in a coup
within their Labor Party on June 24.

Labor's poll-winning lead in opinion surveys has narrowed
since the election call. The latest survey showed the party facing
defeat in the Aug 21 contest to opposition leader Tony Abbot's
conservative coalition.

Media access was restricted at Saturday's carefully choreo-
graphed meeting and no questions were permitted. Television
pictures showed both politicians looking strained as they huddled
around a map with advisers asif discussing election strategy.

Gillard later told reporters the two would not appear together
during the election run-up, but Rudd would campaign for the
government's re-election.

"What Kevin and [ discussed was him actively campaigning,”
she told reporters. "That's what he wants to do.”

Abbottdubbed the meeting a "soap opera” as he prepared for
his official campaign launch on today.

"It'sariveting drama,"” he told a news conference. "But [ don't
think the public want a drama from their politicians. I think they
want good government from their politicians.”

After a strong start to the campaign, Gillard, Australia's first
female prime minister, has faced damaging leaks, party infight-
ing and constant speculation about Rudd's position.

Polls suggest Rudd's removal has damaged the government's
position in Queensland, a key mining state with several mar-

It is the largest Arctic ice-
berg to calve since 1962, said
Prof Andreas Muenchow of
the University of Delaware.

Theice could become frozen
in place over winter or escape
into the waters between
Greenland and Canada.

If the iceberg moves south,
it could interfere with ship-
ping, Prof Muenchow said.

Cracks in the Petermann
Glacier had been observed last
year and it was expected that an
icebergwould calve fromitsoon.

The glacier is 1,000 km (620
miles) south of the North Pole.

A researcher at the
Canadian Ice Service detected
the calving from Nasa satellite
images taken early on
Thursday, the professor said.

The images showed that
Petermann Glacier lost about
one-quarter of its 70km-long
(43-mile) floating ice shelf.

There was enough fresh

ginal seats. Polls suggestit could fall to the opposition. water locked up in the ice
One of Labor's election planks is the introduction of a 30 PHOTO-AFF | jsland to "keep all US public

percent tax on iron ore and coal mining -- a proposal the opposi- | Moscovites wear gas masks to protect themselves from the forest fire smog in Moscow yesterday. Smog from wildfires in the countryside cloaked Moscow, with the levels tap water flowing for 120

tion has vowed to abandon if elected. oftoxic particles, raising alarm over public health and numerous commuters wearing anti-pollution masks. days," said Prof Muenchow.
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Price Sensitive Information

This is for information of all concerned that the Board of Directors of
Popular Life Insurance Company Limited in its 102" Board Meeting held on

~August 07, 2010 at 12:30 P.M. has taken the following decisions: RafBy e wArafers e S A S |
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Dated: 07.08.2010 Sd/

Mohammad Ali Miah
4 Company Secretary
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