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The US Joint Chief of Staff Admiral Mike Mullen (L) shakes hands with Indian Defence Minister AK Antony during a meeting in New Delhi
yesterday. India and the US have signed an anti-terrorism pact, a day after Pentagon’s top military officer warned extremists could try
and stage fresh attacks on the South Asian country.

BJP alleges 'misuse’ of CBI,

refuses lunch with Manmohan

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New Delhi

The top leadership of India's main oppo-
sition BJP yesterday refused to lunch with
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh,
angered by summons by an investigation
agency to a key aide of Gujarat Minister
Narendra Modi in connection with the
killing of a man in a fake encounter with
the police.

Hours before the lunch to be hosted by
Singh--customary ahead of a new session
of Parliament, for BJP President Nitin
Gadkari, senior leader L K Advani and
leaders of the opposition in both Houses
of Parliament Sushma Swaraj and Arun
Jaitley, the party called it off.

Advani called leader of the House in
Lok Sabha Pranab Mukherjee and
expressed his inability to attend the
lunch. Parliament's monsoon session
begins on Monday.

The four leaders, who had accepted
the lunch invitation, met Thursday eve-
ning and decided that they would not
honour it since the "environment was not
cordial”, Swaraj told a press conference
yesterday after a meeting of BJP leaders at

Advani's residence.

The atmosphere had become so viti-
ated that it would not appear well to have
lunch with him, she said.

Swaraj and Jaitley accused the govern-
ment of "unashamedly misusing” Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) for political
purposes.

The CBI, controlled by the federal
government headed by ruling Congress
party, has summoned Gujarat's junior
minister for Home Amit Shah in connec-
tion with the killing of Sheikh
Sohrabuddin in a fake encounter with
police in Gujarat in 2005.

BJP said the entire investigation in the
Sohrabuddin encounter killing case was
"motivated with a political agenda in
mind and was concocted”.

On the other hand, government
rejected BJP's charge that it misused CBI
in the Sohrabuddin Sheikh fake encoun-
ter case in which Amit Shah has been
summoned by the probe agency.

“These charges have been levelledon a
number of occasions. In these politically
sensitive cases, CBI has gone into investi-
gation following court orders and it is

being supervised by the Central Vigilance
Commission", Minister of State for
Personnel, Prithviraj Chavan, told report-
ers.

In such a situation, how can anyone
say that it was working on the directions
of the central government, Chavan, under
whose ministry CBI functions, said on
BJP's allegation that the agency has
become "Congress Bureau of
Investigation”.

Parliamentary Affairs Minister P K
Bansal described as "unfortunate" the
rejection of Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh's invitation to top BJP leaders for
lunch.

"I wish they had responded to the
prime minister's invitation. In a democ-
racy, they could have utilised the oppor-
tunity to bring the matter to the notice of
the prime minister,"” he said.

Congress said BJP leadership was
"scared” ofinvestigations in Sohrabuddin
encounter killing case and termed BJP
leadership's rejection of the prime minis-
ter'slunch as "churlish".
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MS IN BIOTECHNOLOGY

Eligibility: Applicants should have a B.Sc (Honours) degree in Biotechnology / Biochemistry/
Microbiology / Botany / Zoology / Fisheries / Agriculture / any relevant subject or an MBBS
degree with atleast GPA of 2.5 at every level of education or a 2nd Division / Class.

Special Features of the Program

» Emphasis onresearch in reputed laboratories

» Occasional field trips to different biotech industries
» Meeting eminent scientists recognized at home and abroad in their respective fields

POSTGRADUATE PROGRAMS IN DISASTER MANAGEMENT

» Postgraduate Certificate (15 Credits)
» Postgraduate Diploma (30 Credits)
» Masters (45 Credits including 9-credit Dissertation)

These programs allow candidates to participate in this globally significant practice-oriented
field. The courses are intended to supplement profession-based education, to further post-
professional qualification and career development.

Eligibility: Minimum 3-year bachelor degree. Candidates with a bachelor degree of lesser
duration will also be accepted if they have completed a relevant diploma or certificate course.
Minimum 2nd division/class or equivalent throughout the academic career. Qualifying in
admission test consisting of written test (80%) and interview (20%).

M.Sc./M.Engg. IN ELECTRICAL & ELECTRONIC

ENGINEERING

Eligibility: Applicants should have a four-year Bachelor's degree in EEE, EE, ETE, ECE,
or, an equivalent degree in related areas. Candidates having a B.Sc. degree in CS/CSE need
to take a number of prerequisite courses. Candidates must have a minimum CGPA of 2.50 out
of4 or atleast a second class in B.Sc.

The program facilitates the students with a choice of three major areas namely-
» Telecommunication

MA IN ENGLISH
with concentrations in
LITERATURE and ELT & APPLIED LINGUISTICS

Eligibility: Applicants should have a BAin English. Students from other disciplines may apply
but may require additional courses.

The Literature stream brings you up to date with feminist, post-colonial and postmodern
approaches to literature.

The ELT & Applied Linguistics concentration prepares you for a career in language teaching
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India-US
sign counter
terrorism
cooperation
initiative

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA,
New Delhi

India and the United
States yesterday signed a
Counter Terrorism
Initiative that includes
steps to check financing of
terror activities, joint
probe in cases of bomb
blasts besides cooperation
in cyber and border secu-
rity.

"Today, with the formal
signing of the initiative, we
take several significant
steps forward against
terrorism, " US
Ambassador to India
Timothy ] Roemer, who
signed the agreement
along with Indian Home
Secretary G K Pillai, told
reporters here.

Terming the pact as
symbolic of the "indis-
pensable partnership”
against terrorism, Roemer
said both the countries
will work closely in mat-
ters like intelligence shar-
ing and probe into bomb
blasts.

"In the coming days and
months, there will be even
closer information sharing
and collaborative efforts
on issues ranging from
bomb blast probe and
major event security to
mega-city policing, cyber
and border security,”" he
said.

The pact was initiated
on the sidelines of the visit
of Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh to the
USin November, 2009,

"President (Barack)
Obama and Prime Minister
(Manmohan Singh) have
acknowledged the com-
mon threat that interna-
tional terrorism poses to
all people,” Roemer said.

The initiative provides
for strengthening capabil-
ities to effectively combat
terrorism; promotion of
exchanges regarding mod-
ernisation of techniques;
sharing of best practices
on issues of mutual inter-
est; development of inves-
tigative skills and promo-
tion of cooperation in
forensic science laborato-
ries.

Besides, it seeks to
establish procedures to
provide mutual investiga-
tive assistance; enhancing
capabilities to act against
money laundering, coun-
terfeit currency and
financing of terrorism;
exchanging best practices
on mass transit and rail
security; increasing
exchanges between Coast
Guards and Navy on mari-
time security.

Hillary denounces
Myanmar oppression

AFP, Hanoi

The United States told an Asian security forum
yesterday it was "deeply concerned” about
oppression in Myanmar, calling for the release
of political prisoners and an end to attacks
against ethnic minorities.

Speaking at the ASEAN Regional Forum
(ARF) in Hanoi, US Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton said Myanmar's "restrictive electoral
laws" further stifled civilians' lives and made
polls due this year "unlikely" to be free and fair.

Her comments came after the US Congress
on Thursday renewed a ban on imports from
Myanmar, also known as Burma, for another
year, seeking to pressure the regime over
human rights and democracy as well as alleged
ties to North Korea.

"The United States... remains deeply con-
cerned about the oppression taking place in
Burma,” Clinton told the 27-member ARF in
prepared remarks.

She urged the junta to "put in place the
necessary conditions” for its first polls in two
decades to be credible, including releasing
political prisoners, ceasing attacks on ethnic
minorities and respecting human rights.

The opposition National League for
Democracy, led by detained Nobel laureate
Aung San Suu Kyi, is boycotting the vote
because of laws which would have forced it to
expel her and other membersin prison before it
could participate.

The party won Myanmar's last polls in 1990

by a landslide but the military never allowed it
to take power, and Suu Kyi has spent much of
the past 20 yearsin jail orunder house arrest.

Separately, the top European Union minis-
ter at the ARF talks said Myanmar was at a
crossroads.

Janos Martonyi, the Hungarian foreign
minister, said "there is perhaps now an oppor-
tunity to steer the country towards a better
future. There is at least a possibility for that if
the elections turn out to be fair and exclusive.”

The alternative, he told reporters, is for the
country to maintain its present policies "and
this leads to further economic stagnation and
isolation.”

Clinton also called on Myanmar's Asian
neighbours to remind the regime of its interna-
tional obligations in terms of nuclear
nonproliferation, saying "recent events have
called that commitmentinto question”.

On Thursday Clinton expressed concern
over exports of military equipment from North
Korea to Myanmar and reports that the regime
may be seeking Pyongyang's assistance over a
nuclear programme.

"What's happening in Burma is not only
dangerous for the people who endure life under
the regime, though they are first and foremost
on our minds," she told the forum yesterday.

"There is a direct link between whether a
society is open and free, whether it respects
human rights and the will of the people, and
whether it is stable, secure, healthy, and eco-
nomically dynamic.”

Caged, they see life

FROM PAGE-16
zoo authorities and unsuitable weather.

Afewofthese animals have already spent several years in tiny cages,
have aged, are sick and are waiting like inmates in death row. They had
entertained thousands of people during their stayin the zoo.

However, the government is now thinking about purchasing

mates for these lonely animals.

"We have submitted a proposal regarding this. We'll buy some
new animals if the project gets approval,” said ABM Shahid

Ullah, acting curator of Dhaka Zoo, yesterday:.

At the Dhaka Zoo yesterday, it was seen a male wildebeest, a
female mandrill, a female civet, a Guinea baboon, two male
estuarine crocodile, a male ostrich, a male white pelican, a dingo
dog, a male ratel, two male spotted wolves, two male striped
wolves, two female greater kudu, a male chimpanzee and a

femalerhinoceros are alone in the zoo.

When asked if the last surviving rather weak and skinny
looking rhino was sick, the acting curator said, "The rhino is well.
Even the elephant seemed well in the morning. It died suddenly

due to old age complications.”
Following

said.

According to the official statements of the zoo authorities, an
elephant named Kusumtara, two hippopotamuses, a sambar
deer, a rhinoceros, a chimp, three Asian black bears, two Indian
lions, a Bengal tiger, two striped wolves, a spotted wolf, six great
adjutants, two lilford cranes, a sarus crane, an ostrich, two
banded krait snakes, an olive baboon, a civet, a otter, pythons, a
golden breasted monkey, alligators, an estuarine crocodile and a
female guinea baboon are living beyond their life expectancy.

The official age chart of the zoo shows that some species
including the lilford crane, pelican and great adjutant, ostrich,
striped wolves and banded kraits have lived beyond their life

expectancy by sevento 17 years.

"We need more space to take good care of the animals. We are
doing our best within this limited space and budget," said Shahid
Ulla claiming that all the staff of the zoo work hard all daylong.

The government had formed several enquiry committees
and suspended and transferred many zoo officials in last 18
months following deaths of 23 animals. But the situation in the

zoo hasnotimproved at all.

The zoo is located on about 186 acres of land in Mirpur hous-

ing around 2,160 animals, 157 species.

Of them, 57 species are mammals, 61 bird species, 11 reptile

species and 28 species of fish.

Every day the zoo attracts about 10,000 visitors.

the death of the oldest animals in the zoo,
Pabantara, nearly a century old female elephant Thursday, the
acting curator said another 41 animals are very old.

"Some of the animals have survived more than their usual life
span in captivity. In other countries, the old and sick animals are
moved out of the zoo. But we do not have such provisions," he

Pakistan
extends army
chiet's term

Bec ONLINE

Pakistan's prime minister has
extended the term of the
country's army chief by three
years to maintain continuity
in the fight against the
Taliban.

Gen Ashfaq Kayani had
been due to retire in
November.

Correspondents say the
decision was widely expected
in Pakistan, particularly due
to Gen Kayani's good rela-
tionship with the US.

Pakistan has a long his-
tory of military rule, and the
army still plays a dominant
role.

The BBC's Aleem Magbool
in Islamabad said the move
could alarm some Pakistanis,
and some of the country's
neighbours, concerned with
the influence of senior army
figures in the country:.

In a short, unscheduled
television address, Prime
Minister Yusuf Raza Gilani
said it was essential that Gen
Kayani stay on at such a cru-
cial time in the "war against
terror”.

Gen Kayani, who suc-
ceeded Gen Pervez Musharraf
three years ago, is regarded by
the US as a crucial player as it
plans its military withdrawal
from Afghanistan, our corre-
spondent says.

He has led several major
offensives in the volatile

north-west border regions
with Afghanistan.
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Criteria for Eligibility

I Job Experience:

= Minimum 3 {three) years'
full time work experience
after Bachelors Degree.

ii. Academic Qualifications:

- Minimum Bachelors

Degree (any discipline) or

equr:.ralerjt Professional of submission is Wednesday, August 18, 2010.
Certification.
- For further information, please contact;
= No more than one third P

division (or equivalent) in
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an interview,

Office.

- The written examination will be held on Friday, August 20,2010 at
11:00 am at IBA, DU. Successful candidates will be asked to appear for

- Applicants with foreign degrees, having a score of at least 550 in GMAT
(minimum 45 percentile in verbal and 50 percentile in quantitative),
may be exempted from taking the written examination. However, they
will be required to appear for the interview.

- The application form can be either downloaded from the IBA website
(www. iba-du.edu) or collected from the IBA Executive MBA Program

- The filled-in application form along with a Bank Draft/Pay Order for
Tk.1,500/= payable to "Executive MBA, IBA", should be submitted
to the Executive MBA Program Office between 3:00 pm-8:00 pm on any
day (including Friday) starting from Sunday, July 25,2010. The last date

EMBA Program Office, Room # 405 (3rd Floor)

through a solid grounding in linguistics and practical training.

Application Deadline: 18 August 2010 Admission Test: 20 August 2010

For Admission Form and further details contact the Admissions Office, BRAC University,
66 Mohakhali, Dhaka 1212 or visit our website at www.bracu.ac.bd, Phones: 8824051-4
ext. 4003, Fax: 8810383, email: info@bracu.ac.bd. Prospective candidates are strongly
advised to visit the respective Departments in person before submitting the
application form.

¢ All classes held in the afternoon or evening
4 Rich library with free access to online journals

4 Financial Assistance on the basis of merit
4 24 hrs free access to internet

BRAC Universit

any public examination.

- For all certificates, equivalence
will be determined by the
Institute.

Institute of Business Administration
University of Dhaka, Dhaka 1000.
Phone # 9661920 - 73 Ext. 8348, 8613490-91

Director, IBA




