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BCL men force all IU
transports out of road

Release of 4 arrested leaders demanded

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
Kushtia

A group of Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL) activ-
ists at Islamic University (IU)
yesterday stopped the plying
of all university transports
protesting the arrest of four
BCL leaders and demanding
their release.

The BCL men also took
away the keys of the trans-
ports from the drivers, forc-
ing them to leave the buses at
roadside.

According to police, some
BCL men, led by two former

BCL IU unit presidents
Shahnoor Alam Keramat and
Abdur Rofel came to
Chourhas area of the town
and put barricade on the
Kushtia-Jhenidah highway
when at least 25 transports
including buses of teachers,
officials and students were
about to start to campus at
about 7:30 am.

Drivers said the BCL men
threatened them and took
away the keys.

“The BCL men asked us to
stop plying the transports
and threatened with dire
consequences if we fail to

comply with their order,” a
driver said seeking anonym-
ity.

The BCL men also threat-
ened to ransack the trans-
ports, the drivers said.

Another group of BCL
belonging to same faction
also blocked the road in
Choribeel area of Jhenidah,
five-kilometer off the univer-
sity campus, halting the
plying of the university trans-
ports.

They protested the arrest
of nine villagers and
demanded their release.

All the arrestees were sent
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Vehicles of Kushtia Islami University get stranded at Chourhas in the town yesterday as Bangladesh

Chhatra League activists, aggrieved at the arrest of four BCL leaders, forced the drivers to leave the

to jail on July 9 after their
arrests on the previous day.

No offices of the university
opened or classes and exami-
nations held as teachers, staff
and students could not reach
the university campus.

After the incident, vice-
chancellor Prof M Alauddin
held a meeting with top
university officials at his
residence in Kushtia town.
Contacted, university proc-
tor Mahbubul Arefin said the
authorities would take steps
over the issue soon.

Earlier, the BCLIU unitled
by its president Jahangir
Hossain and general secre-
tary Shamsuzzaman Tuhin
brought out a procession on
the campus.

They protested the inci-
dents by some 'outsiders'
and 'non-students’ on the
campus inlast two days.

They also demanded
punishment of those
involved in creating unrest
on the campus.

Meanwhile, chef judicial
magistrate's court in
Kushtia denied bail to the
arrested four BCL leaders
and nine other activists
yesterday. They were sent to
jail on Friday in two sepa-
rate cases.

Four BCL leaders were
arrested during a raid at
Bangabandhu Seikh Mujibur
Rahan Hall on Thursday. The
BCL leaders include BCL IU
unit organising secretary Abu
Jar Giffary Al Gaffar, joint
secretary Mahbub Hossain
Khokon and activists Zillur
Rahman, Mahmuduzzaman
Liton, Hasan Sohel Tagar and
Saha Alam. All were students
of the university. They were
held on charge of putting
barricade on highway on
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Teachers and students of Population Science and Human Resource Department of Rajshahi University bring out a procession on the

campus marking World Population Day yesterday.

Transport strike called
off in Meherpur as
Nosiman banned

OuRr CORRESPONDENT,
Kushtia

Transport owners and workers
yesterday finally called off
their indefinite strike in
Meherpur after the district
administration imposed a ban
on plying of Nosiman, alocally
made carrier, on four signifi-
cantroutes.

The routes are Kushtia-
Meherpur, Meherpur-
Chuadanga, Meherpur-
Hatboalia and Meherpur-
Atkabar.

The transports owners and
workers withdrew the strike
after a four-hour meeting with
the district administration
from 7:00pm on Saturday. The
meeting was chaired by
Deputy Commissioner of
Meherpur Benjamin
Hembrom.

Different transports own-
ers and workers associations

Owners Association,
Transport Workers
Association, Rented Micro
Owners Association and Truck
Owners Association enforced
the strike demanding ban on
illegal service by Nosiman.

The district administration
arranged the meeting after
Southwestern Transport
Owners-Workers Oikya
Parishad, at a meeting held in
Meherpur Saturday after-
noon, threatened to call an
indefinite strike in entire
Khulna division if their
demand is not fulfilled within
three days.

In the meeting, the owners
and workers held local police,
district administration and a
ruling party lawmaker of the
district responsible for the
situation.

“We have withdrawn the
strike after the local adminis-
tration fulfilled our demand,”

Bus Owners Association in
Meherpur, said yesterday.

The transport owners and
workers first called the strike
on July 2 after Nosiman own-
ers beat up two staff at Gangni
upazila bus counter as the two
protested illegal parking of
Nosiman occupying the bus
counter.

The associations went on
strike demanding ban on
illegal service by Nosiman and
punishment of the Nosiman
owners, who attacked and
injured the staff.

The callers withdrew the
strike on July 4 giving a three-
day ultimatum after the dis-
trict administration assured
them ofresolving the matter.

But the transport owners
and workers associations
again went on indefinite strike
on July 8 as the administration
failed to meet their demands

BCL men, bus
staff clash
in Bagerhat

A CORRESPONDENT, Bagerhat

Traffic movement on
Bagerhat-Khulna highway
stopped for two and a half
hours as activists of Chhatra
League (BCL) and bus staffs
engaged in a clash yester-
day morning.

Witnesses said three
activists of BCL got into a
Bagerhat-bound bus forc-
ibly when it reached C&B
Bazarat 10:00am.

Bus staffs complained of
the matter to the leaders of
inter-city bus owners' asso-
ciation when the bus
reached Barakpur Bazar.
The two sides clashed twice
over the matter.

At one stage the BCL
activists along with the
locals blocked the road at
C&B Bazar at 11:00am. The
bus staffs also put up barri-
cade on the road at
Bagerhat stand protesting

vehicles roadside. Thursday. including Bus-Minibus Zohirul Islam, president of bythedeadlinesetbythem. BCL attack.
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