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Director General

International Rice Research Institute (IRRI)

Message

It is my pleasure to join with the Government of Bangladesh to
celebrate the 50" Anniversary of the International Rice Research
Institute (IRRI). IRRI and Bangladesh share a mutual respect for each
other’'s commitment to overcoming poverty, and IRRI greatly
appreciates the efforts of the Bangladesh Government to improve the
livelihood of farmers through increasing food production using rice
varieties and production technologies provided by IRRI through the
Bangladesh Rice Research Institute (BRRI) and other national
agricultural research and extension institutions. Our successful
collaborative work with Bangladesh and the relationship we have built
with the nation inspires us to continue our work in Bangladesh, which
has become one of our highly valued global partners. We greatly
appreciate and thank the Government of Bangladesh for its support. In
the future, we hope to continue to contribute to Bangladesh by
delivering even better rice varieties and technologies to suit the needs
of rice farmers operating in diverse rice production-regions across the
country who are facing many challenges, including climate change.

IRRI is celebrating its 50" anniversary in an effort to draw the world's
attention to the plight of poor rice farmers and consumers and to
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the Asia Pacific Region.

Government of Bangladesh and with Bangladeshi farmers. We

Before the foundation of International Rice Research Institute (IRRI), people used to grow sincerely thank the Government of Bangladesh for their support and

e FA(© TE | GG S I sitaell local cultivar of rice. The productivity was low and millions of people suffered from hunger and collaboration and look forward to strengthening our efforts to change

AL fefers sitame waiff® Fare |  malnutrition. IRRI has provided wider choice of high yielding varieties of rice that significantly = |the livelihoods of Bangladeshi people well into the future.

Eﬁlww WMWWHWW increased rice production not only in the region and also around the globe. This is one of the .

W YHSId &S | major instruments of success of the green revolution. In Bangladesh the last four decades the Dr. Robert S. Zeigler
rice production increased, over three times, due to the introduction of the HYV's through

 efficient partnership of IRRI and the BRRI (Bangladesh Rice Research Institute).
Partnership is the pillar of major success in all global and regional food security initiatives.
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