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PREVIEW | 3 jn SPAIN TACTICS

: £3 DEFENCE
’ P : -y Although Spain have con-
i ; ' ceded just two goals in the
tournament and both slightly
: 1 freakish, their defence
; remains their Achilles heel.
g But with so much focus on
" : . F _ et Y keeping possession, often
: £ L | they are exposed to swift
: : | - | counter attacks--Germany's
- : - | w3 . speciality.
- P 4 ' MIDFIELD
5 . Spain's midfield, led by the metronome Xavi is the best in the
; : . : ' ' | world. In the Euro 2008 final, they passed Germany off the
. : . ; park and who is to say that the trio of Xavi-Xabi Alonso-
L oF 4 : oergio Busquets will not do the same this time around.
: - . 4 c ' ATTACK
| Although Fernando Torres has been in shocking form, David
: e : . ‘ Villa has more than ably picked up the slack. Villa is a con-
' tender for player of the tournament and Andres Iniesta cannot
| .
Del B - |
ph e | — GERMANY
: : ; : > TACTICS
: SR - J _ k DEFENCE
: : - .- Arne Friedrich and Per
Mertesacker are not the most
B B CC : | solid center-back pairing in
R 1d ' the world. The wing-back's of
: i _ Germany are however excel-
; THE KNOWLEDGE SPAIN RESULTS GERMANY RESULTS lnt, particularly Phillip Lahm
d Germany are unbeaten against GERMANY who has been inspirational as
Spain at the World Cup, Quarterfinals Quarterfinals captain.
7 winning twice and drawing July 3 1 _ July 3 MIDFIELD
g once. Paraguay 0 Spain 1 O Argentina 0 Germany 4 The game is likely to hinge on which team gets control of
Germany have scored the most Second round b - TS Second round midfield. Bastian Schweinsteiger has been absolutely inspira-
qoals at the 2010 World ~June 29 ofziL June 27 tional for Germany and he has struck up a good partnership
© Cup(13). Spﬂ";';:;ﬂﬂﬁgai 0 B Germagr:uEngland 1 with Sami Khedira. The absence of Thomas Mueller through
TN .Jun:? : O\ o Junep.'??; ilﬁ;féﬁlun might prove a vital blow.
pasg:: g:;:?, :T:}.zt,h;]ﬁ?ﬂd Ch"j]:_;g?m ‘ O O O © (o Ghanajgnfi?any 1 Miroslav Klose is just one short of equalling the record for
. ORI TN L Ot ' 5 . highest goalscorer in World Cup history. Klose has been a
, Emﬂr‘ﬂ'a?] ili“sﬁt';‘r: :Eft]hs:r;ﬁ Spain fui:::;%uras 0 GEWT%E 15::,-rh|3 1 miserable Bundesliga season behind him and looks back to
. ) goals. Spain 0 Switzerland 1 Germany 4 Australia 0 SOmewhere approaciing his best.
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Nicole (L), from Germany, holds a German flag next to Javier, her - :
Spanish husband who holds a Spanish flag, during a photo call at Histor Yy beckons Spﬂlll

0"4’1 SthE Palma's Beach in Palma de Mallorca yesterday. PHOTO: AFP While no side has scored more goals in the tournament than

Germany's 13, the statistics show that Spain have done more attack-
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ing than anyone. If those two pieces of information are anything to
go by, this should be quite a match. The Germans have been nothing
-
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short of spectacular in South Africa. After putting four past Australia
in the group phase, they clicked into top gear in the Round of 16,
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overwhelming England 4-1 with their rapid counter-attacking style
and then put another four past Argentina in the quarters.

Though Spain have reached a semi-final for the first time ever, they
have been unable to match the exacting standards they have set for
themselves in recent times, reproducing their eye-catching posses-
sion football only sporadically. Victors by a single goal in their last
three games, the European champions can justifiably point to some
massed defences as the reason for their reduced creativity. A first
time ever final appearance is also round the corner.

The Spaniards need to come up with a solid defense against the
counter attacks of the Germans and need to have numbers against
when Klose, Podolski, Schweinsteiger and Lahm make those dizzy
runs. The Germans need to do what they did against the Argentines.
If they can cut off the supply to David Villa, meaning capping Iniesta
and Xavi, the Spaniards will have a tough time to score.
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