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Tropical Islands Resort is an artificial tropical resort in Krausnick, Germany, set inside a disused zeppelin hangar
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Bird smuggling
bid foiled

Pak national held at airport with 1,000 rare birds

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Customs officials yesterday seized around
1,000 birds, mostly protected species, from a
Pakistani at Hazrat Shahjalal International
Airportin the capital.

The immigration police arrested Ahmmed
Shaikh Wahid, 29, around 2:00pm. He was
trying to smuggle the birds in four cages packed
in cartons to Pakistan, said a customs official.

"Of them, 400 were hilly mynahs and 600
were blossom-headed parakeets, spotted
munia and bazrigars," customs official
Mohammad Mostafa Zamal told The Daily Star
yesterday evening. A good number of the birds,

however, were dead.
He said the birdcages were boarded on flight

PK-267 of Pakistan International Airlines
scheduled to take off at 2:30pm.

Wahid who hails from Karachi crossed the
heavy scanning machine of customs with the
birdcages. He had a veterinary certificate from

Dhaka City Corporation, which customs offi-

cial Zamal thinks is fake.
However, following a tip-off, customs offi-

cials seized the birds from the aircraft.

Quoting the arrestee, range officer of the
forest department Fazlul Haq said Ahmmed
Shaikh Wahid collected the birds from another
Pakistani citizen Farukwho is in Dhaka now.

The birds were handed over to Fazlul Haq
who said last night the birds would be sent to
the Dulhazra Safari Park in Cox's Bazar.

"The arrestee did not admit that he was
smuggling birds. He said he did not know the
legal restrictions on catching those birds,"
Fazlul Haq said.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 2

Around 1,000 rare birds recovered at Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport from a Pakistani who was trying to smuggle them.

Al calls for
probe into

hartal day
violence

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Amnesty International (Al)
called for investigations into
criminal attacks carried out by
demonstrators during last

Sunday's hartal.
The UK-based human

rights watchdog in a press
release yesterday also called
on the government to investi-
gate into the use of what it
called excessive force by the
security forces on the demon-

strators.
“Bangladeshi security

forces used excessive force
during a raid on the house of a
senior opposition politician
on 27 June,” read the press

release.
Rapid Action Battalion
SEE PAGE 15 COL 3
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TRANSIT, ACCESS TO CHITTAGONG PORT

India takes mega projects

REZAUL KARIM

India has taken up several mega projects
to develop its rail and road infrastructure
for access to Chittagong Port and transit
and transhipment through Bangladesh to

remotest northeasternregion.
Although India has begun its infra-

structure building, Bangladesh is still
waiting for Indian financial support to
develop roads and railways inside its

territory to facilitate the connectivity.
Bangladesh has agreed to have land,

air and waterways connectivity with

South Asian countries, especially to allow
India, Nepal and Bhutan to use the
Chittagong and Mongla ports.

RohanpurSingabad broad gauge railway
link would be available to Bangladesh for
transit to Nepal. Bangladesh has already
expressed its will to convert Radhikapur-
Birol railway into broad gauge and
requested for railway transit link to
Bhutan as well.

government is upgrading the Chittagong
port so that it can take extra load and

handle cargos from the neighbours. The
authorities are hopeful about completion

of the upgradation within two years.
According to reports available with the

Bangladesh government, the Indian
Cabinet Committee on Infrastructure has
recently approved implementation of
four-lane 78-kilometre Krishnanagar-
Baharampore road in West Bengal at a
costof Rs 702 crore.

This is an important highway for
northsouth road link in the State of West
Bengal as it passes through the state

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

Similarly, India has agreed that

The shipping ministry sources say the

Jamaat threatens
towage tough

movement
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami
yesterday threatened a tough
movement to oust the govern-
ment if the arrested leaders of

the party are not released.
Terming the government

autocratic, they alleged that it
is torturing and repressing the
opposition parties in order to
cover up its “failures”.

They made the remarksata
doa mahfil programme at
Alfala auditorium in the city's
Maghbazaryesterday.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

NGOs in CHT under
surveillance

ALPHA ARZU

Non-governmental organisations operating in
the Chittagong Hill Tracts and Cox's Bazaar
have been kept under surveillance of the coun-

try's intelligence agencies.
The home affairs ministry recently

instructed intelligence agencies to monitor

their activities, sources at the ministry said.
Around 36 foreign-funded NGOs are work-

ing in the hill districts, Bandarban, Khagrachari
and Rangamati, while 18 others in Cox's Bazar.
A few of them are under constant watch of the
intelligence agencies as the NGO Affairs Bureau

informed the home ministry about their unau-

thorized activities, sources said.
Kamal Uddin Ahmed, joint secretary (politi-

cal) of the ministry, told The Daily Star last week
that there are allegations against some local
NGOs and international NGOs that they are

involved in subversive activities.
AfewNGOs even published features on their

websites damaging the country's reputation,

he added.
He also said that if the ministry does not find

any instances of wrongdoing, it will let the
NGOs continue their activities.
SEE PAGE 15 COL 3
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A bus loaded with passengers is being refuelled at a CNG filling station in Mohakhali in the capital ignoring safety rules.
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Thursday night of around Tk 24 lakh.
Khagrachhari sadar police arrested Milon Ahmed

Chowdhury, the night guard of the bank.
Officials of the bank came to know about the robbery after

Cashier Mohammad Abdul High Mollah with a few others went
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Prayer Timing
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