Film Screening

Film: You Are So
Beautiful

Filmmaker:

Venue: Auditorium,
Alliance Francaise de
Dhaka, 26, Mirpur Road,
Dhanmondi

Date: July 9

Time: 6pm

tar
Irts

Theatre

Play: Norar Tin Konna
Troupe: Palakar
Venue: Experimental
Hall, Shilpakala
Academy

Date: July 4

Time: 7pm
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Solo Art

Exhibition

Painter: Niamul Bari
Title: Jouney of the No
Venue: Dhaka Art
Centre, H-60, R-T/A,
Dhanmondi

Date: July 2-15

Time: 3pm-8pm
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Solo Art
Exhibition

Title: Immersed in Nature
Artist: Rezaun Nabi
Venue: Bengal Gallery of
Fine Arts, H 275/F, Rd 27
(old), Dhanmondi

Date: July 2-13

Time: 12-8pm

RAJANIKANTA SEN

Patriotism and devotion unbound

Rajanikanta Sen (1865-1910) poet, lyri-
cist and singer, was born in the village
of Bhangabari in Pabna (now in Ban-
gladesh). Yesterday marked his 145th
birth anniversary.

Rajanikanta was the author of
“Pathachintamani,” a book of Kirtan
songs, and “Abhay Bihar,” a book of lyr-
ical poems. His father Guruprasad Sen
served as a sub-judge in many parts of
Bengal. Rajanikanta was tutored by
his father in music from early child-
hood. After obtaining his BA and BL
(1891) degrees from Calcutta City Col-
lege, he began to practice law in
Rajshahi.

Rajanikanta demonstrated his
poetic power at the early age of
15 by composing songs dedi-
cated to the goddess Kali. He
used to sing his compositions at
the house of Akshay Kumar
Maitreya. The monthly Utsaha
used to publish his writings.
Devotion and patriotism formed
the primary themes of his poems

and songs, although he also com-
posed love songs and satirical
verses. One of his songs com-
posed during the Swadeshi move-
ment, “Mayer Deya Mota Kapor
Matha-e Tuley Nerey Bhai” (trea-
sure the coarse cloth spun in

your motherland), became an
overnight sensation.

Rajanikanta wrote several books:
“Bani” (1902), “Kalyani” (1905),
“Sadbhabkusum” (1913) and
“Sheshdan” (1916). “Bani” and
“Kalyani” are collections of his
songs. He became well known as
“Kantakobi.”

Though Rajanikanta was influ-
enced by Rabindranath Tagore,
his songs have some unique char-
acteristics. Most of them are
inspired by his devotion. In addi-
tion, his love for his country
forms another important theme
of his songs.

The songs of Rajanikanta were
inspired by the tunes and themes of
Kirtan, Baul, Ramprasadi, Panchali.
“Mishra Raga” (mixed raga) is pre-
dominant in Rajanikanta's compo-
sitions.

Compiled by Correspondent

Theatre workshop on technical issues

A five-day theatre workshop on technical
skill development begins today at
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy (BSA),
Shegunbagicha, in Dhaka, according to a
press release. Theatre Designers Institute,
BSA and the Embassy of Switzerland in
Bangladesh are jointly organising the
workshop, which will take place at the
National Theatre Hall, BSA.

Jan Lukas -- internationally renowned
theatre activist and technical director of

popular Swiss troupe 'Mummenschanz' -
- will conduct the workshop.
Mummenschanz visited Dhaka last
March and performed at the
International Theatre Festival, organised
by Dhaka Padatik.

Gabriele Derighetti, Charge d'affaires,
Embassy of Switzerland and Sara Ara
Mahmud, director, Department of
Theatre and Film, BSA will be present at
the opening session that will take place at

10 am at the Seminar Room of BSA.

Eighteen young and talented set
designers from different parts of
Bangladesh will participate at the work-
shop. The workshop creates an opportu-
nity for the designers to understand and
develop their skills regarding different
theatrical techniques such as set design-
ing and light designing. The workshop
also consists lectures on modern light
equipments.

Meryl Streep to play Margaret Thatcher

Meryl Streep is in talks to re-
team with her “Mamma
Mia!” director for “Thatcher,”
a biopic of the former British
prime minister.

Jim Broadbent would play
Margaret Thatcher's hus-
band, Denis, for the British
production.

The film, to be directed
by Phyllida Lloyd, is set in
1982 and tracks Thatcher
as she tries to save her
career in the 17 days pre-
ceding the 1982 Falklands
War. The 2 1/2-month war

Meryl Streep

i

Margaret Thatcher

tackled by Streep, who has
garnered Oscar nominations
for playing real-life women
such as whistleblower Karen
Silkwood, author Susan
Orlean and cooking guru
Julia Child.

Lloyd, a British theatre
director known for her
work in the opera world,
elicited energy and
brought out youthfulness
in Streep in her feature
adaptation of “Mamma
Mia!,” which grossed more
than $600 million world-

Suchitra Sen hospitalised

Legendary Bengali film actress of yes-
teryears Suchitra Sen has been admit-
ted to a Kolkata city nursing home with
respiratory distress, but her condition
isstated to be stable.

“Suchitra Sen, who was admitted
with respiratory distress in the inten-
sive therapy unit of BelleVue Clinic due
to chest infection, is responding to
therapy and her condition is stable
now,” Belle Vue Clinic CEO Pradeep
Tondon said quoting the medical bul-
letin on Thursday.

The 79-year-old actress was admit-
ted on June 20. Sen could be released in
a day or two as her health parameters
hasimproved, Tondon said.

The reclusive silver screen diva,
often compared with Greta Garbo,
has not been seen in public since she
quit the film world in the late 1970s.
She was admitted twice to the same
nursing home on February 27, 2008
and October 10, 2007.

Together with the late Bengali
megastar Uttam Kumar, Sen formed
the golden onscreen pair of
Tollywood movies during the '50s to
'70s period.
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was a turning point for the
prime minister, who, after
the victory, saw her
approval ratings double
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and went on to win a sec-
ond term.

Producer Damien Jones
came up with the story with

screenwriter Brian Fillis.

If a deal is completed, the
role of Thatcher would be the
highest-profile character yet

wide in 2008.
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From star-spangled briefs to skintight pants,
Wonder Woman is still a wonder

Wonder Woman has traded in
her signature superhero
briefs for skintight black
pants. They are the centre-
piece of a head-to-toe
makeover that includes a
navy motorcycle jacket and a
pair of gold, bullet-deflecting
gauntlets.

Why the change, and what
doesit mean, ifanything?

First off, in her more mod-
ern comic-book costume,
Wonder Woman (a.k.a. Diana
Prince, a.k.a. Lynda Carter)
looks like a glamorous athlete
instead of an unusually mus-
cular Miss America who
happens to fight crime. The
sleek lines of the new wonder
pants evoke sci-fi warrior
agility, while the cropped
jacket -- with its studded
epaulets -- adds rock star,
Balmain flash.

Wonder Woman's look has
not been substantially altered
since 1941 (except for the late
'60s and early '70s, when she
gave up her costume
entirely). The makeover
purges the Americana from
her clothes. She no longer
looks as though she's wearing

Wonder Woman, then (right) and now.

a flag. She has shrugged off
parochialism to become an
international sophisticate.
Because the superhero
universe is dominated by

men, Wonder Woman has
always been burdened by the
politics of gender. She
appeared on the first cover of
Ms. Magazinein July 1972, her

corset and high boots
announcing that feminism,
beauty and sexuality could
forge a powerful coexistence.

Now that she's been given
a pair of pants -- that Western
symbol of formalised male
authority it's tempting to
declare this makeover an
advance in gender equity. But
not so fast. In superhero land,
where everything is exagger-
ated, the boys are sketched
with a nod to extreme mascu-
linity. Batman's suit, for
example, gives the slender
Bruce Wayne perfectly etched
pecs. It was only fair that
Wonder Woman's leg-
revealing briefs gave mousy
Miss Prince a goddess's lithe
figure.

Pants make Wonder
Woman look chic, fit and
contemporary. They imbue
her with bourgeois authority.
But power? From her lasso of
truth to those legs of steel,
she's had that from the begin-
ning.
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FIFA World Cup Quarterfinals  Tarzan Goes to India
On ESPN at 7:50pm OnHBO at11:30pm
Match: Argentina vs. Germany Cast: Jock Mahoney, Jai,
Live from Green Point Feroz Khan

Stadium, Cape Town

FIFA World Cup Quarterfinals
On ESPN at 12:20am

Match: Paraguay vs. Spain

Live from Ellis Park,
Johannesburg




