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Group Art
Exhibition

Title: Rooted
Creativity-3

WHAT'S
ON THIS

Date: June 15-26
Time: 12pm-8pm

Venue: Bengal Gallery
of Fine Arts, H 275/F, Rd
27 (old), Dhanmondi

Borsha Boron S V‘" W Art Exhibition
Utshab 1417 *MONSOON FESTIVAL 7010 Painter: Nikhil
: W oY N Chandra Das

mﬂﬁgﬂaanglmm %?f -;':'m’&&;) SRS 5& ?j’.’r‘ N Title: The story of lost
Venue: 12 North Guishan || * i:minumunnm:. ﬂainﬁngg -
Avenue Y AN AN | enue: Art Gallery,
Date: June 17-13 %?’/ -3,,\ 2 ‘E\Q“ ’f// Bangladesh Shilpakala
Lhne:{r}?ur?:ratjl%n at 5pm : -\ \ | Y Academy

une 17), from 10 am : i
onwards (June 18-19) %, \ “&\h %, %?‘:. J1l‘j1n§n:|!-2? i?“

Solo Art Exhibition

Artist: Mohammad
Fakruzzaman

Venue: Gallery Chitrak, H-
21, R-4, Dhanmondi

Date: June 19-27

Time: 10am-8pm

A theatrical ode to the ‘Baul Shamrat’
Play on Shah Abdul Karim’s life and songs in the works

Shah Abdul Karim

Members of Subachan during a rehearsal for the play.

ing the play.
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The life and songs of 'Baul Shamrat' Shah Abdul Karim
(1916-2009) will soon come to stage. Theatre troupe
Subachan Natya Sangsad's 33rd production
“Mohajoner Nao” is based on the bard's mystical jour-
ney into the world of music. Shakur Majid, who has
made a documentary “Bhatir Purush” on Abdul Karim,
is the writer of the play. Sudip Chakraborty, teacher at
the Department of Theatre, Dhaka University, is direct-

The technical show of the play will be held on June
17 at the Experimental Theatre Hall, Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy. The play will have its premiere
the following day at 7pm at the same venue.

Director Sudip Chakraborty informed that Abdul
Karim's direct disciples Baul Abdur Rahman, Baul

Abdul Tawhid and Dulon Das have helped the actors
train for the play. Ahsan Habib Nasim is the music

the bard.

lish.

director of the play, which will feature over 20 songs of

Shah Abdul Karim was born at Ujandhol village in
Sunamganj. Karim never had a chance to attend
school. Growing up amidst hardship, Karim started
expressing his thoughts and emotions musically from
an early age. He received lessons on spiritual and baul
music from Kamal Uddin, Shadhak Rashid Uddin and
Shah Ibrahim Mastan Baksh.

Karim had written and composed over 1600 songs.
Six books -- “Aftab Sangeet,” “Gano Sangeet,” “Kalnir
Dheu,” “Dholmela,” “Bhatir Chithi” and “Kalnir Kuley”
-- containing Karim's songs have been published.
Bangla Academy translated ten of his songs into Eng-

Shah Abdul Karim died last year at the age of 93.
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The “useless” work of Anish Kapoor

Few artists have engaged with the
public realm in recent years as con-
vincingly as Turner Prize-winner
Anish Kapoor.

Often blurring the boundaries
between sculpture and architecture,
Kapoor's exuberant and bold cre-
ations have excited the minds of
both critics and the public alike,
making him one of the most impor-
tant artists to have emerged in the
last decades.

Last year, Kapoor became the first
living artist to exhibit his works in
the whole of London's Royal Acad-
emy. More recently, he was commis-
sioned to produce a spiralling 115-
meter-high tower to mark the 2012
Olympics in the UK capital.

Kapoor recently spoke to CNN
about money, India and his works.

Why and when did you decide to
become an artist?

Kapoor: [ spent my youth and
teenage years, even as a child really,
making things but I never thought
thatI ought to be an artist. But some-
how when I was 17 it felt as if that
was a decision  was ready for.

Do you want to get away from
associations to India in your work?

Kapoor: I'm Indian, I grew up

there, it obviously is important to
me but I have no wish to make
Indian art; I want it to reach as far as
it can. Inevitably, there will be things
in it that one might read, or want to
see, as having roots in my origins but
[hopeit goes way beyond that.

You say you aren't trying to say
anything, how should one interpret
that statement?

Kapoor: The studio is the place in
which things get discovered. It's
more like a laboratory and less like a
place of manufacture. If one comes
to that process with preconceptions
about what one has to say and how
one has to say it, all you affect is the
stumbling upon what there is to say.

[ prefer the view that says that I
don't have an agenda and try to
leave the space open for what comes
out of this experimentation. Some-
how, what comes out can be taken
seriously and it's in that process that
one hopes to reach a meaning,
however big or small.

Is your interpretation of the work
more important than the next per-
son's?

Kapoor: We all look at things with
our own baggage, there's no such
thing as an unencumbered view. All

of us look with a history, and the
interesting thing about contempo-
rary, particularly abstract, art is that
it can allow those prior histories to
find a placein the act oflooking.

“The Cloud Gate” by Anish Kapoor.

What's the relationship between
money and large-scale art?

Kapoor: First of all let me say
scale is a tool of sculpture, it's a very,
very difficult thing to handle and
provided one doesn't let it run away,
it can be very powerful. 5o it's a tool
['m interested in. It can make your
jaw drop and that's kind of an inter-
esting human reaction.

Obviously, big things are expen-
sive to do but then sometimes small
things are expensive to do. One has
to have a relatively sophisticated
attitude to money, it costs money to
make things and that's the way of
the world.

Who is this work really for?

Kapoor: [t's useless, it's for no
one! [ don't think it's for anyone or
anything really; in the end, I'm
extremely fortunate to be in a situa-
tion where people appear to want to
look atwhat I do.

An artist affords themselves the
luxury of entering dialogue with
themselves about a whole series of
pre-occupations, in the hope that if
one does that deeply enough it'll
have a resonance with the viewer.

Tete-a-Tete

Mila tries her hand at music
composition

ZAHID AKBAR
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Popstar Mila has earned a
fanbase among young music
lovers in the country with her
unique singing and style. Her
albums “Pheley Asha,”
“Chapter-2” and “Re-
defined” have been very
popular. Recently Mila has
recorded songs on FIEFA
World Cup 2010 and Michael
Jackson. The artiste has
composed the songs as well.
The popstar talked about her
latest project in a recent
interview. Excerpts:

The Daily Star (TDS):
You've recorded a song on
football recently...

Mila: The whole world has
football fever right now. I'm
an avid football fan, so I
decided to do this song, “Ami
shadhinota, ami auradhita,
ami bijoy-er gaan/ Eto
kachhey asha, eto
bhalobasha, matal khela-e
shob pran...” The song is
now being aired on FM radio
stations. The music video will
be aired soon. Upol has writ-
ten the song and ['ve com-
posed the tune.

TDS: You're also working
on a mixed album that fea-
tures songs written and
composed by you...

Mila: I'm recording at my
own studio; have already
completed five songs. Of
these, “Nechey Ke Jaye” writ-
ten and composed by me and
sung by Kona, and “Phirey
Ashlina” recorded by me are
being aired on FM radio.
Both songs are getting good
response. I hope we can
release the album this year.

TDS: Are you thinking

came out last year, around
Eid-ul-Azha; hasn't even
been a year since then. I'm
glad that all three of my solo
albums have been success-
ful. I don't want to rush into
something. Right now [ want
to focus on composing
songs. Female composers
are a rarity in our country. I
want to have artistes record
the kind of songs I want to
sing.

TDS:You've recently done
playback for films. Do you
have plans to be regular in

intention to be a fulltime
playback singer. I don't think
it's my place and I was never
serious about playback. I've
recorded songs for films
including “Bailey Road,”
“Most Welcome” and “Matir
Prithibi.”

TDS: Apparently you've
recorded a song on Michael
Jackson...

Mila: Michael Jackson's
first death Anniversary is on
June 25. I've composed a
song, “Hit Beat,” as homage
to him. I'll perform the song

aboutasoloalbum?
Mila: My last solo album

playback singing?
Mila: I don't have any

on “Smile Show" on ATN
Bangla.

Football Fever
Celebrities on World Gup 2010

Ranjit Das

I have always been a fan of
Brazil. To me, Brazil, football and
Pelé are synonymous. Argentina
and Maradona have played
significant roles in the current
football scenario as well. Among
the players now, Messi is doing
well. This year, some African
countries could be in good
positions in the end. Football is
very popular in Bangladesh but
without government
intervention, and resolute
ambition, it is impossible to
reach a certain position.

T

“Borshaboron” on Banglavision

tonight

Fatema Tuj Zohra and Aditi Mohsin on the programme.
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Marking Pohela Ashar (the first
day of monsoon), Banglavision
will air a special programme
“Borshaboron” tonight at 9:05
pm.

On the programme,
renowned Nazrul Sangeet
artiste Fatema Tuj Zohra and
Rabindra Sangeet artiste
Aditi Mohsin will welcome
monsoon through Nazrul
and Tagore songs on the
season.

Reciter Mahidul Islam hosts
the show. Kawnain Shourav has
produced the programme.



