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AL, BNP high-ups
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different parts of the country
also conducted mass contact
and electoral campaign seeking
vote for M Manjur Alam Manju
yesterday.

During the campaign, they
sought vote for Manjur to free
Chittagong City Corporation
(CCC) from corruption and
nepotism, rid the city of water-
logging and land grabbing and
help bring about infrastructure
development, which is required
to turn the city into a commer-
cial one.

BNP leaders barrister
Mahbub Uddin Khokon,
Shahiduddin Chowdhury Anni,
Mostafa Kamal Pasha and
former state minister Aman
Ullah Aman, among others,
joined the campaign.

They also took part in mass
contact and campaign along
with BNP Standing Committee
Member Salauddin Quader
Chowdhury, its Vice-Chairman
Abdullah Al Noman, BNP chair-
person’'s Adviser Mir
Mohammad Nasir Uddin and
Amir Khasru Mahmud
Chowdhury, lawmakers Jafrul
Islam Chowdhury and Mostafa
Kamal Pasha.

Manjur carried out mass
contact and campaign in differ-
ent areas of Lalkhan Bazar in the
morning and Pahartali in the
afternoon.

During the campaign,
Manjur alleged that CCC had
been under the grip of a vested
interest group and could not

function properly to ensure
proper service and urban facili-
ties for city dwellers.

All the activities of CCC and
fate ofits staff were held hostage
by a handful of people, Manjur
alleged adding that develop-
ment works of the port city were
also hampered.

Manjur sought vote to help
take care of the basic needs of
the city dwellers and develop
the city following a constructive
plan.

BNP Vice-Chairman
Abdullah Al Noman, its chair-
person's Adviser Mir
Mohammad Nasir Uddin,
Islami Oikya Jote Chairman
Mutfti Izharul Islam Chowdhury,
Jatiya Party leader Jahangir
Alam Chowdhury, former
Jamaat lawmaker Shahjahan
Chowdhury, Monowara Begum
Moni and popular singer Asif
accompanied Manjur during
the campaign.

With only three days left for
the polling, the election com-
mission office in Chittagong has
almost completed its prepara-
tion for the election.

All the ballot papers and
ballot boxes already reached in
Chittagong.

The ballot papers and boxes
were taken to the temporary
election office at CJKS
Gymnasium yesterday.

Law enforcement officials
were also deployed in and
around the temporary election
office to ensure security.

Developers tlex
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rejected Bashundhara Group
Chairman Ahmed Akbar
Sobhan alias Shah Alam's
claim that the government has
formulated DAP without any
discussion with the land
developers.

The minister maintained
Rajuk had consulted all stake-
holders before firming up the
draft DAP, the capital's real
estate blueprint of sorts.

Nasrul Hamid Bipu, presi-
dent of Real Estate and
Housing Association of
Bangladesh (REHAB) and
Awami League lawmaker from
Keraniganj, joined Shah Alam
in bashing Rajuk.

He said the Rajdhani
Unnayan Kartripakkha did not
take their opinions though
there were two meetings
between them. "We just can-
not accept the plan,” he
wailed.

At one point, Shah Alam
told Mannan, “You can't say
whatever you will, just
because you are a minister.
You had insulted me before.
Where do you get this cour-
age?”

As Shah Alam, also presi-
dent of Bangladesh Land
Developers Association,
raised his finger, Mannan
asked him to behave. “I will be
very tough if you talk like this,”
he warned the Bashundhara
group chairman.

He also went on a counter-
offensive against the develop-
ers: “You build heavens under
water. Why do you advertise
theland youdon't even own?”

Shah Alam blamed
Mannan for being the minister
of Rajuk, not of everyone.

He said Rajuk itselfis devel-
oping land for housing busi-
ness and so cannot be given
the responsibility to regulate
the sector.

He alleged that Prof Jamilur
Reza was influenced to formu-
late DAP.

As REHAB leaders raised a
ruckus, Mannan asked them
to calm down and requested
Jamilur to speak on the allega-
tion.

The professor said there
was no question of influenc-
ing him and added that he was
given the responsibility by
Rajuk and the housing minis-

Jamilur advised lawmaker
Bipu to raise the issue in par-
liament.

“You are an MP You ask
parliament to enact a law in
thisregard,” he added.

After one and a half hours
of noisy encounter, the minis-
ter wrapped up the meeting
saying they would sit again on
June 26.

Earlier, at a meeting in
January, Mannan came down
hard on the land developers.
He asked them how they
manage to sleep by grabbing
people’sland and money:.

Rejecting the DAP, realtors
accused the government of
not giving importance to the
sector that involves 269 sub-
industries and 2.5 crore peo-
ple.

Shah Alam said Tk 70,000
crore have been invested in
the sector.

The Bashundhara Group
chairman said, "You become
angry, if we tell the truth. We
face people's wrath if we try to
manage you. What is our fault?
You rather banish us from the
country.”

The state minister wanted

to know whether it was his
fault that housing projects had
not been allowed in flood flow
ZOnes.

Bipu, member of the par-
liamentary standing commit-
tee on public works and hous-
ing, criticised the government
system for acquiringland.

He said if a family owns land
in a flood flow zone, it would
not be able to do anything with
the property. Besides, it might
take a lifetime to get compen-
sation from an organisation
like Rajuk.

In response to Bipu's
remark, Jamilur said one lakh
people affected by the Jamuna
bridge project have already
been rehabilitated.

Moreover, 80,000 people
displaced due to the Padma
bridge project had also been
rehabilitated and compen-
sated, hesaid.

Mahmudur
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first information report (FIR) of
the case.

ACC Deputy Director Nur
Ahamad filed the case with
Gulshan Police Station last
night.

“We have no other choice
but to lodge the case against
Mahmudur Rahman for non-
submission of the wealth state-
ment,” ACC Chairman Ghulam
Rahman told The Daily Star.

“Mahmudur Rahman tried
to use justice system to evade
law. If we do not file a case
against him now, other people
might use his path instead of
submitting wealth statement. [t
might make the anti-graft body
dysfunctional,” Rahman added.

In accordance with FIR,
Mahmudur Rahman, also the
acting editor of daily Amar
Desh, refused toreceive the ACC
notice when ACC officials tried
to issue it to him in person at his
newspaper officeon April 13.

Later, ACC sent the notice to
his home by post on April 19
when a man named Alam
received the notice on his
behalf, the FIR added.

Challenging the notice,
Mahmudur Rahman filed a
petition with the First
Sessions Judge's Court of Dhaka
and sought for a permanent
injunction on thenotice. Butthe
courtrejected the petition.

He later went to High Court
challenging the lower court
order. On April 27, HC stayed
ACC activities against him.

The chamber judge of the
Appellate Division stayed HC
order on May 5 for ten days after
ACC filed an appeal with the
Appellate Division. The
Appellate Division also asked
ACC to file a regular leave peti-
tionwithin the period.

Later, ACC filed a regular
leave petition and the matter is
now pending with the court.

Earlier on March 10, ACC
issued another notice against
Mahmudur Rahman asking
him to appear before the com-
mission on March 16 for ques-
tioning as an enquiry into his
wealth statementwas going on.

Mahmudur Rahman did not
appear before the commission
and filed a civil suit with the First
Sessions Judge's Court chal-
lenging the notice. The suit is
still pending with the court.

Police arrested Mahmudur
Rahman from his newspaper
office on June 2 after the govern-
ment cancelled the declaration
ofthe newspaperthesameday.

There are 34 cases against
Mahmudur Rahman besides
the case of ACC, which was filed
yesterday.

RMG workers
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toclose the factoryat 3:00pm.

Managing Director of Envoy
Group Abdus Salam Murshedy,
also president of BGMEA, said
not only Envoy Group, but other
factories also witness demon-
strations by workers overimple-
mentation of the proposed
minimum wage structure. It is
an issue to be dealt with by the
garment sector.

Sirajul Islam, officer-in-
charge of Ashulia Police
Station, said seven garment
factories were shut to avert
any untoward incident follow-
ing attacks on several factories
by agitating workers.

Representatives of gar-
ment workers submitted a
proposal for a minimum wage
structure to the government
on January 14, said a high-up
of theWage Commission.

They proposed fixing the
minimum wage at Tk 5,000,
the high official said.

But garment factory own-
ers rejected the proposal
callingitirrational.

The government is yet to
decide on the issue, the high-
up said.

Ruling alliance
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Taking part in the discussion,
the agriculture minister said 12
minisiries spent more money
than parliament allocated for
them in the current fiscal. Their
excess expenditures are very
much justified as they did a lot
oftasks, sheclaimed.

Citing the example of the
food and disaster management
ministry, she said it had to
spend much money in the Aila
hit districts. Similarly, the edu-
cation ministry spent a huge
amount for printing 19 crore
textbooks for the students, she
added.

On absence of opposition
lawmakers in parliament, she
blasted Leader of the
Opposition Khaleda Zia for
placing "shadow budget” out-
side parliament while remain-
ing absent from the House
proceedings.

"l am sure she will return to
parliament only to save her
membership to ensure getting
government financial facili-
ties,” Matiaadded.

Hasanul Haq Inu, chief of
Jativa Samajtantrik Dal (JSD), a
component of Awami League-
led grand alliance, blamed
bureaucratic tangles, law and
order slide and lax of ministries’
efforts for non-implementation
of many projects taken in the
current annual development
programme.

Hafizuddin Ahmed of Jatiya
Party, also a component of the
grand alliance, criticised the
government officials for slow
pace in performing duties. "The
administration must be held
accountable,"” hesaid.

AL lawmakers ABM Golam
Mostafa, M Israfil Alam and MA
Mannan lauded the govern-
ment's performance in imple-
menting the current fiscal's
budget.

Rejoinder
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Japan Garden City's director
Abdullah Al Mamun, said the
point taken from the February
2009 meeting of Japan Garden
City Service Advisory
Committee and used in the
reportisunknown to them.
OURREPLY

The Daily Star reports were filed
based on the findings of the fire
service and civil defence
department, public works
ministry and Rajuk as well as
interviews of the residents, top
government officials, leading
architects and planners and the
company officials.

Fire department’s investiga-
tion team held the developer
responsible for the fire incident
and casualties.

The rejoinder does not
contradict findings of the inves-
tigations carried out by the
government agencies.

Though the rejoinder say the
reference to the service advisory
committee is unknown to
them, it later recognises that the
point merely discussed fund for
maintenance of fire fighting
system.

We took the point from the
body of a letter on February
2009 meeting and signature of
the company's director
Asaduzzaman Jamil from its
bottom and put together only to
show that the developer was
already aware of the non-
functional fire fighting system
at each ofthe buildings.

Though the rejoinder claims
that the Japan Garden City has
all the functional fire equip-
ment in place, a mobile court of
the fire service and civil defence
department on May 25 penal-
ised the housing authorities
with afineofTk 1.901akh forlack
of functional fire fighting equip-
ment.

Regarding penalty by the
mobile court, Md
Wahiduzzaman, managing
director of Japan Garden City
Limited, said that the fire
department's rules do not
corroboratewith theirs.

Westand by our reports.

Maternity leave
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On maternity leave, Hasina said
her previous government had
increased maternity leave to
four months.

“Nowadays the mothers
usually take one or two babies.
So [ think if they are given six
monthsleave, itwillnot hamper
anything,” shesaid.

Justifying her stand for
increasing the maternity leave,
she said after six months, a baby
attains the capacity to take hard
foods.

The PM also called for set-
ting up Mothers' Corner and
Day-care centres at all govern-
ment and non-government
offices, shopping malls, buses,
rail stations and all other public
places.

“A working mother, having a
new born baby, has to attend
office keeping her baby at
home. That's why mothers
cannot be attentive at office

while the baby also does not get
the best care of mother,” she
said.

(On the Mothers' Corner, the
PM said mothers must be given
an ideal environment for
breast-feeding while she stays
inoffice.

Hasina also suggested the
young mothers to live in joint
families instead of going for
single family.

“Unfortunately, young
generation are becoming mate-
rialistic. They want to get their
own single family But if the
young mothers stay in joint
family, their children can get
better care,” she said.

Drawing attention to gender
discrimination in the society,
Hasina requested guardians of
the families including mother-
in-laws, neighbours, husbands
and all relatives to be more
careful to the expectingwomen.

Hasina revealed that the

government in a fresh move is
going to appoint 13,500 com-
munity health providers in a bid
to provide mothers and chil-
dren with more quality services.

Besides, 13,500 skilled birth
attendants will be created by
2 015 to ensure safe child deliv-
eryathome, Hasinarevealed.

Moreover, the government is
giving 6 months' training to
women field health workers on
midwiferyactivities, shesaid.

Apart from the field workers,
senior family members like
grandmothers and aunts can be
given training on midwifery, she
added.

“If we can train the grand-
mothers, then pressure on the
field workers will be reduced,”
the premiersaid.

The premier also said the
present government is strongly
committed to providing all
citizens of the country with
modern and quality health
Services.

She said the government is
working with an aim of reducing
maternal mortality rate to 1.5
percent from the present rate of
3.8 percentbytheyear2021.

Hasina said the last Awami
League government had taken
steps to set up one community
health clinic for each 6,000
persons and 10,723 clinics were
established under the project.

But the next BNP-Jamaat
government had dropped the
project. “However, we again
have started giving services at
9,722 community health clin-
ics,” she said.

Health Secretary Sheikh
Altaf Ali presided over the
function while Health Minister
A F M Ruhal Haque and State
Minister for Health Affairs
Captain (retd) Mojibar
Rahman Fakir, among others,
addressed in the meeting.

One more building
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Jabbar Housing Society on

Mazar Road, has been built
violating the approved design,
he said.

He said Rajuk detected the
deviation last December and
served the notice upon its
owner to demolish the illegal
portions of the building but the
owner never heeded.

Sharifunnessa, mother-in-
law of the building's owner Altaf
Hossain, said that the building
has a “negligible tlt" due to
faulty piling (ground work)
since itwas built.

She said they can't leave the
house all of a sudden as it was
purchased spending hard-
earned money.

She denied having received
any notice from Rajuk in
December.

Rajuk circulated a notice on
June 10 by hand among the
tenants asking them to vacate
the building since the building
isrisky, said Sharifunnessa.

She said the no 112/A/4
building was purchased in 2007.

Authorised officer Halim

said the building has been tilted
due to the construction fault.

It has been built on an earth-
filled low-lying land and as a
result, it has tilted to the south
dueto soil settlement, he said.

The building owner also
filed a general diary on the same
day Rajuk filed one, said Md
Abdul Malek, officer-in-charge
of Darus Salam Police Station.

Police wrote a letter to Rajuk
chairman on Friday asking for a
report and clear direction as to
whether evacuation has to be
done, he said.

Rajuk will knock down the
illegal portions of the structure,
Sheikh Abdul Mannan, director
(development control) of Rajuk,
told The Daily Star.

Rajuk has sent a letter to
Dhaka City Corporation to pull
down the building, as it is risky,
hesaid.

The matter surfaced yester-
day, as Rajuk men went to the
spottohangawarningsign, said
Mannan.

OC Malek said his men

visited the spot a week ago and
he himselfyesterday.

Chinese vice president
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launching of Bangladesh's
own space satellite and
increased defence coopera-
tion issues will dominate the
talks between Bangladesh and
China today.

Chinese Vice President Xi
Jinping, who arrives here
today on a two-day official
visit at the invitation of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina, will
also sign an agreement with
Bangladesh regarding eco-
nomic cooperation, under
which China will provide 40
million yuan as grant.

“Xi Jinping is a very impor-
tant and influential leader of
Communist Part of China and
we are giving top priority to
this wvisit,” said Foreign
Minister Dipu Moni.

This is the first visit by a
Chinese state leader since the
Awami League-led grand
alliance assumed power in
Januarylast year.

Official sources said the
visit by Xi Jinping is apparently
the return visit against our
PM's visit to China in March.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence at the foreign ministry,
Dipu Moni said that both the
sides would review the prog-
ress of implementation of
agreements signed and com-
mitments made during the
PM's visit.

According to official
sources, the Chinese vice
president will arrive at
Shahjalal International
Airport at noon when
Bangladesh foreign minister
willreceive him.

After a meeting with repre-
sentatives of friendship
organisations at Hotel
Sonargaon, Xi Jinping along
with his top delegations will
hold official talks with the PM
at her office.

The talks will be followed
by signing an agreement
regarding Chinese grant of 40

million yuan on economic
cooperation.

Hasina will host a state
banquet in honour of the
visiting Chinese vice president
inthe evening.

Official sources said China
is the largest defence hard-
ware supplier to Bangladesh,
so discussions on enhance-
ment of the defence coopera-
tionwillalso be on the agenda.

Xi Jinping will place a
wreath at the National
Mausoleum in Savar tomor-
oW morning.

He will later call on
President Zillur Rahman at
Bangabhaban. Speaker of
Jatiyva Sangsad will host a
lunch in honour of the
Chinese leader at Hotel
Sheraton.

Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Khaleda Zia will
also call on the Chinese vice
president tomorrow.

X Jinping will leave Dhaka
forVientiane, Lao PDR ending
his two-day visit in the eve-
ning. He will also visit New
Zealand and Australia as part
ofthe tour.

The delegation of Chinese
vice president includes Shen
Yueyue, vice minister,
Organisation Department,
CPC Central Committee: Chen
Yuan, chairman, China
Development Bank; Zhang
Zhijun, vice minister, Foreign
Ministry; Liu Tienan, National
Development and Reform
Commission; Chen Jian, vice
minister, Commerce Ministry
and Shi Zhihong, deputy
director, Policy Research
Office.

Foreign Secretary
Mohamed Mijarul Quayes,
Bangladesh Ambassador in
China Munsi Fayez Ahmed
and Director General of
External Publicity Wing at the
Foreign Ministry Saida Muna
Tasneem were present at the
press conference.

Education Day
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the parents of school- and
college-going girls.

A meeting was held at the
Shaheed Minar. At the meeting,
the education minister called
upon all to raise their voice and
wage a social movement against
the nuisance.

Branding stalkers as crimi-
nals, he said people from every
part of the society must come
forward to ensure a congenial
atmosphere at institutions and
working places for female
students and working women.

Cautioning the pestering
elements he said, "We will not
spare them anymore".

Reiterating his earlier com-
ment on enacting a law, Nahid
said it is imperative to launch a
social movement besides taking
legal measures against the
criminals.

Students also have a major
role in building a friendly atmo-
sphere at their educational
institutions, he added.

He also said moral education
has been given due emphasis in
the recently approved National
Education Policy, which, he
believes, would help instil
ethical principles in students.

The minister said the issue of
ethics will also be incorporated
in the teachers training courses,
and every educational institu-
tion will form a committee to
address the threat to girls.

"We will ensure safety of the
girls at the academic institu-
tions," headded.

Describing the young gener-
ation as the main driving force
for building a modern and
prosperous country Nahid said,
moral education is necessary to
make them good people and
good citizens of the country.

He urged girls to inform their
guardians and the administra-
tion about any incident of
harassment they face so that the
issues can be handled with due
attention.

The education minister
conducted the oath taking
Ceremony.

Dhaka University Vice-
Chancellor Prof AAMS Arefin
Siddique, Pro-VC Prof Harun-
or-Rashid, Education Secretary
Syed Ataur Rahman and
Campaign for Popular
Education Executive Director
Rasheda K Choudhury, among
others, attended the

programme to express their
solidarity.

Khaleda
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The former premier said during
the tenure of her government,
torture during remand did not
occur. "All got bail during our
tenure,” she said.

The BNP chairperson
demanded an enquiry into the
incident, and said the persons
responsible for the torture of
Mahmudur Rahman must be
tried.

She also asked the authori-
ties to withdraw all cases filed
against him, and to release him
immediately.

Khaleda, also the leader of
the opposition in parliament,
warned the officers and
employees of the state about the
consequences of doing any-
thing extra legal and exira con-
stitutional, saying, "The conse-
quence will not be good. Don't
violate the law. Remember, no
government is the final govern-
ment."

Sheurged all to forge amove-
ment, saying, "Otherwise what
is happening to Mahmudur

an now, might happen to
anyone.”

BNP Secretary General
Khandaker Delwar Hossain,
former law minister Moudud
Ahmed, and Supreme Court Bar
Association President
Khandaker Mahbub Hossain
were also present among oth-
ers.

Tejgoan police arrested
Mahmudur from the Amar
Desh office in Karwan Bazar of
the capital on June 2, after the
daily's publisher Hasmat Ali
Hashu filed a fraud case against
him the daybefore.

Duty on sugar
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although NBR lost revenue
earning ofabout Tk 300 crore.

With the proposal to impose
duty on sugar in FY2010-11,
price of theitemrosebyTk3to 4
akilogram.

NBR officials said the pro-
posed duty hike is half that in
the current fiscal year. It was not
supposed to affect the market
yet, but businessmen already
raised the price.

In the budget for FY2009-
2010, Tk 7,000 duty was
imposed on per metric ton of
finished sugar and the duty on
raw sugar was Tk 4,000 per
metric ton. As on the eve of last
Ramadan the price of sugar
hiked up, the whole amount of
dutywaswithdrawn.

In the next FY's budget, the
duty proposed for finished
sugar is Tk 4,000 per metric ton
and Tk 2,000 per metric ton for
rawsugar.

An official of the NBR said
businessmen drove up the price
to force the government to cut
the duty.

Last Thursday, the Trading
Corporation of Bangladesh
(TCB) records showed, the price
of sugar leaptup by Tk 2 to 3 per
kg after the national budget was
placed in the Jatiya Sangsad.

Yesterday sugar was sold for
Tk 42 to Tk 44 per kg. Last week,
before the budget speech, the
pricewas Tk39toTk42.

Germany win big

FROM PAGE 1

Germany four years ago, the
Polish-born striker has now
been on the scoresheet at each
ofthelast three finals.

He spent last season warm-
ing the bench at Bayern
Munich, while Podolski had
an unremarkable season at
mid-table Cologne.

But the pair answered their
critics as they led the attack in
a youthful Germany side with
an average age of just over 25.

As an attacking midfielder,
Podolski has played consis-
tently well for Germany since
the last World Cup and has
made the national side's left-
wing berth his own, while
Loew's faith in Klose was
repaid with interest.

Australia goalkeeper Mark
Schwarzer could only get a
glove to Podolski's fierce shot
on eight minutes which flew
into the back of the net to
claim his 39th goal on his 74th
appearance.

There had been calls in the
German press to drop Bayern
Munich's Klose, 32, as
Germany's lone striker, but
the veteran's 26th minute

2 army men
injured as
train hits car

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Two army personnel were
injured last night after a car
carrying them was hit by a
train at Staff Road Level
Crossing in Dhaka
Cantonment area.

The accident happened
when lance corporal Abdul
Bari, who was driving the car,
tried to pass the level crossing
ignoring traffic signal at
around 9:30pm, said Shah
Alam, sub-inspector of
Cantonment Police Station.

Maj Imran Hamid, an
official of the Prime Minister's
Office, owns the car, he said.

Lance corporals Nur-un-
Nobi and Bari were admitted
to the Intensive Care Unit
(ICU) of the Combined
Military Hospital.

A third of
Mars once
covered by
ocean: Study

AFP, Paris

A huge, potentially life-giving
sea likely covered more than a
third of Mars some 3.5 billion
years ago, according to a study
released yesterday.

Spread over an area the size
of the Atlantic Ocean, it would
have straddled the north pole
and contained the equivalent
ofatenth of the water on Earth.

For decades scientists have
argued as to whether the Red
Planet once harboured bodies
of water big enough to help
nourish a true hydrological
cycle marked by evaporation
and rainfall.

Recent evidence suggests
as much, but doubts
remained.

To dig deeper, Gaetano Di
Achille and Brian Hynek of the
University of Colorodo in
Boulder sifted through huge
stores of images collected by
Nasa's Mars Orbiter Laser
Altimeter (MOLA) in the late
1990s and other more recent
European and US satellite-
based monitoring systems.

Govt to form
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state minister said the govern-

ment has taken a three-year
plan from 2009 to rehabilitate
the climate change victims. He
said 188 cluster villages will be
built across the country under
this project.

Hasan Mahmud said the
government will amend the
laws to stop use of plastic net.
Preparation for a guideline is
also under way to stop envi-
ronment pollution caused by
welding factories, he added.

In response to lawmakers'
queries, Land Minister Rezaul
Karim Hira said his ministry
asked all deputy commission-
ers to identify those who have
grabbed “khas” land.

He said the land ministry
has moved to make a land
zoning act and village
improvement act to save
cultivable land. He said sepa-
rate drafts have already been
prepared in this regard.

Meanwhile, Civil Aviation
and Tourism Minister GM
(Quader said the government
had to spend very little
amount of money to change
name of Zia International
Airport as the expenditure was
made only for signboards.

He however claimed that
the image of the airport has
been increased after naming it
as Hazrat Shahjalal
International Airport.

header ended the debate.

He missed an absolute
sitter just moments before
when Podolski, 25, set him up
right in front of goal, but he
overstretched and howled in
rage at missing his shot, but
made no mistake seconds
later.

It was Klose's first goal in
the white shirt of Germany
since hitting the winner in
Moscow last October which
booked his side's World Cup
berth and was his 49th goal in
his 97th appearance for his
country.

He is now third among
Germany's top goal-scorers,
but needs 20 more goals to
beat Gerd Mueller's record of
68 from the 1970s.

Klose could easily have
scored more as he was denied
by Schwarzer from close range
before he was replaced by
Cacau, who along with
Thomas Mueller completed
the rout.

Iran approves
"peace pipeline"
deal with
Pakistan

REUTERS, Tehran

Iran finalised a %7 billion
"peace pipeline” deal on
Sunday to export natural gas
to Pakistan by 2015, Iran's
state television reported.

"The deal was signed.
Export of Iran's gas to Pakistan
will be launched by the end of
2015," state TV reported.

"For 25 years Iran will
export one million cubic
metres of natural gas to
Pakistan per day,” it said.

The project is crucial for
Pakistan to avert a growing
energy crisis already causing
severe electricity shortages in
the country of about 170
million, at the same time as it
confronts Islamist militancy.

Iran has the world's second
largest gas reserves after
Russia but has struggled for
years to develop its oil and gas
resources. [ranian officials say
the country needs $25 billion
to develop its crucial energy
industry.

Sanctions by the West,
political turmoil and con-
struction delays have slowed
Iran's development as an
exporter.

Mother, 2 Kids
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building, he added.

Rita's family members said
until driver Al Amin, who went
into hiding with the private
car, and caretaker Anis are
arrested, it couldn't be said
whether the mother and kids
committed suicide.

Toufique said, "Although
Rita left a note mentioning
driver Al Amin managed her
sedatives, we have collected
water from a jug found in the
house and sent it for chemical
test.”

Law enforcers are trying to
arrest driver Al Amin, care-
taker Anis, Rita's husband
Rashedul Kabir, his second
wife Smriti, parents-in-law
Shafiqul Kabir and Noor Banu
and other suspects in a case
filed by Rita's mother Mazeda
Begum.

Dhaka Metropolitan Police
Commissioner AKM Shahidul
Hoque said apart from police,
detective branch personnel
have been assigned to solve
the case.

Kazi Mohammad Arif,
husband of Rita's elder sister
Mita, said, "The dead bodies
were found lying on a bed next
to one another, while one of
their rooms was found ran-
sacked.”

"We had talked to Rita on
Wednesday around 11:00pm.
But there was no expression of
suicidal intent in her speech,”
said Arif.

After the dead bodies of
Rita and her son Ishrat Kabir
Pabon, 12, and daughter Raisa
Rashmi Payel, 10, were recov-
ered, a note was found in the
house.

In the note, Ritablamed her
husband Rashedul and Smriti
for their death while Pabon
and Payel left writings on walls
blaming their father, grand-
parents and aunts.

Criminal killed

FROM PAGE 1
Meanwhile, DMCH sources

said they recovered a cocktail
from the pocket of the pants of
injured Swapan when they

were conducting X-ray of his
head.

Tax on income

FROM PAGE 1
The government has imposed
a 10 percent tax on the interest
income from deposits into
savings bank accounts and
post offices.

In the outgoing fiscal vear,
there was no tax on the inter-
est income of up to Tk 1.5 lakh
from such deposits.



