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Photography
Exhibition

Title: Rural Exodus
Venue: Alliance
Francaise de Dhaka,
26, Mirpur Road,
Dhanmondi

Date: May 28-June 12
Time: 5pm-8pm

tar
I'tS

Street Theatre
Festival

Organiser: Centre For
Asian Theatre

Venue: Rabindra
Sarobor, Dhanmondi
Date: June 11-12
Time: 4pm-7pm
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Art Exhibition

Painter: Nikhil
Chandra Das

Title: The story of lost
painting

Venue: Art Gallery,
Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy

Date: June 12-26

Time: 11 pm-7 pm

& Entertdinment

Solo Art Exhibition
Artist: Masuda Kazi
Title: Small is Beautiful
Venue: Gallery Kaya, H-
20, R-16, Sector-4, Uttara
Date: June 4-15

Time: 11am-8pm

Badal Rahman, director of
the first Bangladeshi

Badal Rahman
STAFF CORRESPONDENT
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Eminent filmmaker and film society
activist Badal Rahman passed away
yesterday. A major cardiac arrest caused
the death. The veteran filmmaker died
early Friday morning (at around 4:30
am) at BIRDEM. He was 61. Rahman left

behind two daughters and a son.
Rahman was the director of the first
full-length feature film for children in
Bangladesh, "Emiler Goenda Bahini
(1980)." Till his demise, he was the presi-
dent of the Federation of Film Societies

of Bangladesh (FFSB).

Rahman's colleagues and fellow
activists informed that Rahman was
taken to BIRDEM Thursday evening
after he was felling unwell. Doctors
advised to get him admitted instantly.
After a while he was feeling better and
decided to get admitted later. At
around 3:30 am on Friday he was feel-
ing ill again. His son and daughters
rushed him to BIRDEM, where he
breathed his last.

The first namaz-e-janaza for Rahman
was held at the Ramna mosque. The
second janaza was held at FDC. Today,

children's film, passes away

Rahman's body will be kept at the
Central Shaheed Minar premises (from
10 to 11am) for the public to say their last
goodbyes. He will be buried next to his
wife at the Banani Graveyard today.

“Rahman's demise is a great loss for
us who are still dreaming of a society of
film enthusiasts,” said Sabbir Ahmed
Chowdhury, who was the senior vice
president of FF5B. Chowdhury will serve
as the acting president of the organisa-
tion following Rahman's demise.

Born on June 4, 1949, Rahman com-
pleted his diploma in Film Editing from
National Film and Television Institute
of India, widely known as Pune Film
Institute. He was amongst the first
Bangladeshis to earn a film-related
degree. After returning to Bangladesh,
he, along with Syed Salahuddin Zaki,
made his first film “Prottashar Shurjo”
in 1974.

Rahman was actively involved with
the film society movement in
Bangladesh from its beginning. He also
served as the president of FFSB from
1986 to '90. He was the convenor of the
present movement to establish the
national film policy. “Self Portrait” and
“Shilpir Shilpo” are amongst his other
notable films.

“When making a film for children,
one cannot but get inspired by the work
of Badal Rahman, as he was a pioneer.
He was a leading activist in the film
society movement in Bangladesh. He
was congenial in nature,” said filmmaker
Morshedul Islam.

Noted filmmaker Tanvir
Mokammel echoed Islam's views and
said, “We are deeply shocked by the
news. Badal Rahman was a
frontrunner in the movement for
better films in Bangladesh. Films on
and for children are few and far
between in Bangladesh. Rahman's
'Emiler Goenda Bahini' was a ground-
breaking work. Bangladesh film
industry will definitely miss him."

“The A-Team”: Cheesier movie remake
of cheeseball ‘80s TV show

“I love it when a plan comes
together.” Thus speaks Liam
Neeson's squinty-eyed, gray-
ing Hannibal Smith in “The A-
Team,” a thoroughly unneces-
sary but nonetheless satisfy-
ing adaptation of the
cheeseball 1980s TV series.
Smith's catchphrase has to
do with the harebrained
scheme Neeson's Army
Ranger and his "Alpha Team"
routinely choreograph to
save whatever day happens to
be at hand. But it might as
well apply to the movie itself,
a project that has clearly been
engineered to exploit baby

boomers' nostalgia while it
frantically courts the gnat-
like attention spans of their
grandsons.

Thus “The A-Team,”
which co-stars Bradley
Cooper, Quinton Jackson
and Sharlto Copley, engages
in the same blurry, incoher-
ent close-up action to which
young filmgoers have now
become accustomed. Plenty
of stuff blows up in between
wisecracks, and Smith's
explanations of what the
audience is seeing -- exposi-
tion that is badly needed in a
film this visually frenetic and

breathlessly paced. During a
preamble set in the Mexican
desert, the audience meets
the guys: the unflappable
Smith, who from behind a
haze of cigar smoke figures
all the angles and inspires
doe-like admiration in his
men; Face, the blue-eyed
ladies' man played by
Cooper, whose chief job in
the gang seems to be seduc-
ing women and assuming an
ever-more-cocky air of bluff
bravado; Murdock (Copley),
the crazy-like-a-fox pilot
who flies the dudes to safety
in whatever whirlybird is

The new ‘A-Team’: (from left) Bradley Cooper, Quinton Jackson, Sharlto Copley and
Liam Neeson.

parked nearby; and Bosco
“B.A.” Baracus, the
Mohawked muscleman.

Of course Boscowas played
by Mr. T in the series, and here
Jackson pays homage to the
original by dotting his dia-
logue with “fool” every few
words or so.

In case watching a guy
machine-gun his enemies
from atop a tank floating
through the sky on parachutes
isn't enough, the filmmakers
treat viewers to an elaborately
staged climax at the Los
Angeles piers, where stacks of
shipping containers are
thrown around like so many
toy blocks.

Almost as an afterthought,
Jessica Biel appears as one of
Face's erstwhile love interests.
But much more screen time is
given to Patrick Wilson as a
slippery CIA agent in league
with an equally nefarious
private contractor.

From the repetitive looks
of it, director Joe Carnahan
enjoys blowing stuff up
almost as much as he enjoys
letting the audience know
how much he enjoys blowing
stuff up: as he has in movies
like “Smokin' Aces,” he
indulges in screen mayhem
with the usual overcutting
and increasingly preposter-
ous set pieces. He's very
serious about his own action
chops, and in that regard
alone he betrays the original
show:.
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Artistes

of Bangladesh and India

come together to celebrate Iagore

Iffat Ara Dewan (left) and Lily Islam sing at the afternoon session of the programme.
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Through various programmes the mega-
celebration of Rabindranath Tagore's
150th birth anniversary (May 8, 2011)
has begun in both Bangladesh and India.
Cultural organisations from both coun-
tries are arranging programmes in this
regard.

As part of the celebration, a daylong
cultural programme, titled 'Bishwe
Bangali,’ was held at the National
Theatre Hall, Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy (BSA) vyesterday. Cultural
organisations Shurolok (Bangladesh)
and Nabopratisruti (Kolkata, India),
along with BSA, arranged the event,
where noted signers, reciters and danc-
ers from both countries performed.

National Professor Kabir Chowdhury
inaugurated the event yesterday morn-
ing. Director General of BSA Kamal
Lohani presided over the session.
Secretary to the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs Mizarul Kayes and secretary to
the Cultural Ministry Hedayetullah Al
Mamun were special guests.

In his speech, Professor Chowdhury
emphasised on the need for all Bangla-
speaking people to work together to
further promote Rabindranath interna-
tionally. He said, “Bengalis have to fully
embrace internationalism. We have to
work together to present Rabindranath
asapoetofthe world.”

The cultural programme was divided
into two sessions. After the inauguration,
the first session began and continued till
noon. Selected artistes, from Bangladesh
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and India, performed at the morning
session of the programme.

The morning session featured Mita
Hag, Rokaiya Hasina Nili, Himadri
Shekhar and Mujibul Quayum from
Bangladesh and Mohon Singh, Tithi Dev
Barman and Supratik Das from Kolkata.

Each singer rendered two songs.
Mita Haq sang “Aloker Ei Jharna
Dharaye” and “Ke Boshiley Aaji”.
Himadri's performance included “Pub
Hawatey”. Mohon Singh sang “Kobey
Ami Bahir Holem” and “Megh
Bolechhey Jabo Jabo”.

Dahlia Islam recited “Udbodhon,”
while Sharmila Bandopadhyay and her
troupe Nrityanandan staged a dance.

A similar event will be held in Kolkata
later this year, leading towards the actual
celebration in May 2011.

FOOTBALL FEVER
Celebrities on World Cup 2010

Shomi Kaisar

I've always been a sup-
porter of Brazil. I love
sports, particularly
football. Don't want to
miss any of the
matches. The whole
world has got football
fever now! I want
Argentina and Brazil in

the final.

SKeF

Now here's a casting match made in
movie heaven.

Oscar winner Angelina Jolie is
attached to star in the "Cleopatra” movie
that Oscar-winning producer Scott
Rudin has been developing since 20086,
according to USA Today.

This week in Manhattan to promote
Pulitzer Prize-winning biographer Stacy
Schiff's new book, "Cleopatra: A Life,”
publisher Michael Pietsch said Rudin
envisions Jolie starring as the Queen of
the Nile.

Rudin's office then confirmed that
the project “is being developed for and
with Jolie,” who Schiff describes as hav-
ing “the perfect look” to play the charac-
ter.

As for who would play Julius Caesar in
the movie, Schiff was stumped, but she
did say that Jolie's partner Brad Pitt
would be a “no-brainer” to play Marc
Antony.

Rudin acquired the rights to Schiff's
tome back in 2006 after reading a 10-

page proposal.

The closest the “Salt” star has come to
playing this kind of part was her regal
turn as Colin Farrell's mother (despite a
one-year age difference) in Oliver
Stone's "Alexander.”

Elizabeth Taylor most famously
played the regal role in Joseph L.
Mankiewicz's “Cleopatra,” which was
the highest grossing film in 1963 yet lost
money for 20th Century Fox due to its
then-enormous $44 million budget.

More recently, director Steven
Soderbergh was developing a 3D
musical version with Catherine Zeta-
Jones, Hugh Jackman, Ray Winstone
and a score from Guided By Voices,
but that production was put on the
back burner when Sony pitched
“Moneyball” to the Oscar-winning
filmmaker, who swung and missed the
chance to direct.
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