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BNP secretary general Khandaker Delwar Hossain gives his reaction to the proposed national budget

at a press briefing at the party's Naya Paltan office in the city yesterday after Finance Minister AMA
Mubhith placed the budget for 2010-11 in parliament.

Battle royale begins
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town, flag sellers who set up

stalls by traffic lights struggled
to keep pace with demand and
even police officers wore
jackets in South Africa's
national colours.

After tens of thousands
took to the streets of
Johannesburg Wednesday to
cheer on the Bafana Bafana
(the Boys) national side in an
open-top bus, it was the turn
of Cape Town to join the party
with a street festival in the city
centire.

The front-page of the
Citizen proclaimed "Bafana
Mania!" while an editorial in
the same paper said the out-
break of patriotism in a coun-
try which is still struggling to
bridge a racial divide can only
be a force for good.

"For one brief shining
moment we can forget the
problems that beset the coun-
try and hopefully build on the
enthusiasm and patriotism
sweeping the land," it said.

InThe Star newspaper even
the cookery pages were caught
up in the excitement, includ-
ing a recipe for chocolate
brownies with tequila sauce in
a nod to South Africa's chal-
lengers Mexico in Friday's
opening match.

"South Africans are late
believers but once they
believe, they are fanatical
believers,” said Danny
Jordaan, the chief executive of

the local organising commit-
tee, at a final pre-tournament
session with reporters.

As international artists
such as Shakira and the Black
Eved Peas prepared to take to
the stage at the historic
Orlando stadium in Soweto,
the township's most famous
ex-resident welcomed a new
chance to combat prejudice.

"The 2010 World Cup is
more than just a simple
game,” Mandela, the coun-
try's first black president, said
in a message to football's
governing body FIFA.

"It symbolises the power of
football to bring people
together regardless of their
language, colour of their skin,
their politics orreligion.”

Ever since it became the
first African nation to win the
right to stage the tournament
six years ago, South Africa has
had to fend off claims that its
high crime rate, lack of infra-
structure and rudimentary
public transport rendered it
anunsuitable choice.

Work at all the 10 host
stadiums has been completed
on time while a series of signa-
ture World Cup infrastructure
projects are also up and run-
ning, including Africa's first
high-speed rail link.

But the specire of crime
continued to stalk visitors,
with a Chinese television crew
among the latest victims to be
robbed at gunpoint.

Two British tourists were
killed and at least 18 injured
when their overland truck
crashed Thursday in north-
eastern South Africa. It was
not immediately known if they
were here for the World Cup.

Some 300,000 foreign fans
are expected in South Africa
for the tournament.
Organisers said VIPs at
Friday's opener would include
US Vice President Joe Biden,
UN chief Ban Ki-moon and
Mexican President Felipe
Calderon.

Around 20 African heads of
state will also be present,
including Zimbabwean
President Robert Mugabe who
is subject to a travel ban from
the European Union and
United States.

Thursday night's concert at
Orlando stadium begins at
8:00 pm (1800 GMT), with tens
of millions of people expected
to watch on television.

The venue is home to the
Orlando Pirates, one of the
oldest South African football
teams who became a sporting
symbol of the fight against
apartheid.

One of the bloodiest epi-
sodes of the 1976 Soweto
uprising came when police
opened fire at a crowd of
thousands who were march-
ing towards the stadium in
protest at a new law enforcing
local schoolchildren to learn
Afrikaans.

Social satety net schemes
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poverty effectively; employ-
ment generation through
microcredit and different
fund management
programmes; food security-
based activities in order to
better manage the conse-
quences of natural disasters;
and providing education,
healthcare, training, and
technical assistance to make
the new generation capable
and self-reliant.

Thehighest allocation of Tk
5,726.25 crore has been pro-
posed for the Food for Work
Programme, Vulnerable
Group Feeding (VGF),
Vulnerable Group
Development (VGD), Test
Relief (TR-Food), Gratuitous
Relief (GR-Food), and also for
food assistance in Chittagong
Hill Tracts.

The proposed allocation is
nearly Tk 150 crore lower than
thelastyear'sTk 5,877 crore.

Beneficiaries for the
monthly Old Age Allowance
have been widened in the
proposed budget to 24.74 lakh
from 22.5 lakh in the last bud-
get. However, the allowance
remains unchanged at Tk 300.
This expansion of beneficia-
ries will cost the government
an additional Tk 81 crore from
previous Tk 810 crore.

The budget proposes to
increase the number of bene-
ficiaries of the Insolvent
Disabled people to 2.86 lakh
and an allocation of nearly Tk
103 crore from Tk 93.60 crore

last year.

Allowance for poor lactat-
ing mothers has also been
proposed at Tk 10 crore more
to Tk 43.60 crore. Another Tk
30 crore for allowance for
lactating mothers of low-
income working group in
urban areas has also been
proposed.

The Maternal Health
Voucher Scheme and
National Nutrition
Programme receive Tk 66.4
crore and Tk 225 crore respec-
tively. Another Tk 2 crore has
been given for Acid Burnt
Women and Rehabilitation of
Physically Disabled and
Women Self-employment
Fund.

The budget proposes Tk
331.2 crore for Widow,
Divorced, and Distressed
Women Allowances Scheme
for 9.2 lakh beneficiaries.
Some 62,000 street children
and orphans get Tk 73.13
crore this year.

About Tk 33.22 crore has
been allocated for
Endowment Fund for Social
Welfare Parishad and
Disabled Foundation. The
finance minister also prom-
ises to eradicate begging by
adopting rehabilitation and
employment programmes.
He said NGOs have been
appointed to conduct a sur-
vey in this regard.

The budget proposes Tk
1,000 crore for an employ-
ment generation scheme for
the hardcore poor, less than

Tk 1,176 crore in the previous
budget. Under the scheme
some 17 lakh people in 64
districts will get employment.

At the same time, under
ADP in the next fiscal, the
budget proposes to allocate
Tk 140 crore for Rural Roads
Maintenance Project creating
employment for the poor
labourers, Tk 77.69 crore for
protection of Government
Assets and Rural
Employment Project, Tk
68.45 crore for creating
employment for the hardcore
poor of Monga areas and over
Tk 3,546 crore for raising the
living standard together with
employment of the people
living in Char areas and other
poverty reduction projects.

Besides, the government
keeps Ghore Fera (Returning
Home) and One House, One
Farm programmes as part of
ensuring social safety and
improving poverty.

The finance minister said
alongside the non-
government agencies, differ-
ent government agencies are
operating microcredit
programmes for employment
and income generation as
well as development of the
poor and deprived.

Besides, Karma
Shangsthan Bank, Palli Karma
Shahayak Foundation (PKSF)
and Palli Daridro Bimochan
Foundation have been contin-
uing with wvarious lending
schemes for the underprivi-
leged.

GENERAL MANAGER

WANTED

PETROCHEM (Bangladesh) Ltd., a fast growing
Agrochemicals marketing company of repute, is looking for

a "GENERAL MANAGER",
operation in Import, Formulation, re-packmg and ma.rkenng

to head its 200-member

of Agricultural Pesticides, Fertilizers and Seeds.

The ideal candidate shall be in his FIFTIES, preferably with an
Agricultural Degree and an MBA, having 15-20 years'
experience in running an Agro-chemicals business of repute.
Excellent terms will be provided and all applications will be
treated "Confidential". Detailed CV may be sent by e-mail to
sirajuddowlah@petrochembd.com within 30th June 2010.

Large-sized budget
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budge nding? Boosting
public spentgnf%lnmy be thnught
to be one way of helping the econ-
omy recover from its current
slowdown. Besides, theallocations
for politically-mandated projects
as well as for the salety-net
grammes for the poor mayalso
vecnnmhuted to the bloating of
the ADP. Revenue expenditure is
also projected to rise significantly
to meet the costs of increased
salaries, agricultural and fuel
subsidies, and debt servicing. On
the revenue side, the Finance
Minister may have gone for opti-
mistic projections encouraged by

the fact that the revenue

the current fiscal has been
achieved in spite of stagnation in
importirade.

The proposed budget shows
the continuation of two recent
structural changes in the budget.
First, total revenue earnin
been increased by mnﬁsﬂising
more revenue from domestic
sources, while the dependence on
import taxes has been reduced.
Thisisapositivechange.

The second structural change
is, however, a matter of concern.
Even with an ambitious target for
the size of ADP development
spending will be less than 30

ent of projected total budget
Eﬁrtfa},r. Tlﬁspprg}purﬁﬂn is mﬂdgi—?ﬁ
percentintherevised budget ofthe
current fiscal. There was a signifi-
cant contraction in development
spending during the tenure of the
last caretaker government.
Previously, since the early nineties
up to the recent period, develop-
ment spending accounted for an
annual average share of more than
40 percent out of total budget
expenditure.

Undoubtedly, the implemen-
tation of the proposed ADP will
require making development
administration much more pro-
active and dynamic and less
corrupt. The substantial alloca-
tions for investments under so-
called public-private partnership
have remained unutilized. Fund
provisions have been made for this
p seintheprnlﬂosedbudgetas

well. Moreover, the and
r sector has been ted
dson apriority basis forunder-

standable reason. Past experience,
however, suggests that without
ﬂgmﬁcant improvement in the
quality of economic manage-
ment, mere allocationsof fundson
paper areunlikelytoyield results.
The Finance Minister has

rightly pointed out that the pro-
posed budget for the next fiscal has
an added significance, being the
first budget under the proposed
Sixth Five Year Plan. It took the last
two decades to raise the country's
average annual GDP from
4 percent to 6 percent. The GDP
ﬁz{ﬂh target for the Sixth Plan is

be set at 8 ent anni-

This represents huge
:Egeleraﬁm{l The mpcmé}:
get hardly gives indications of any
such fundamental policy initia-
tives that could help to lift the
economy to a hlg%ﬂl' growth
trajectory. Instead, the Finance
Minister's immediate concern
seemstobetohelp theeconomyto
recover from the current slow-
down caused by the global reces-
sion. And that may be a pragmatic
approachaswell.

The bu does not propose
any wiu:le-%%ng changtla] inpnthe
duty structure. Such an approach
is conducive to maintaining
continuity in the industrial policy
and the structure of producer
incentive. The so-called regulatory
tax on the import of certain fin-
ished items introduced last year
will continue during the coming
fiscal. Additional import taxes
have been proposed on certain
items mclu&ng cars and sugar,
The economic rationale behind
increased import taxes needs tobe
clearly understood. ThEpD]iE‘_-,F of
raising more revenue by imposi
higher taxes on the import o
hoaury items is in conformity
with the equity l¥1'1ru:1[:ll.-a- nf
taxation. However, if the purpose
is to provide higher protection to
domestic production, there
should be demonstrated justifi-
cation for suchincreased protec-
tion. In particular, differential
rates of tax at the finished and
semi-finished stages of an
import item may sometimes
lead to exorbitant protection in
relation to local value-added.
Whether there are such anoma-
lies in the industrial incentive
structure created by existing
import duties needs to be scruti-
nised.

The proposed widening of the
VAT netpis justified on ground of
strengthening revenue mobilisa-
tion from domestic sources.
However, the economic rationale
c-f roposing a tax on the export of

acco is unclear. Every country
has its own policy for taxing
tobacco products to discourage
consumption. This is not a matter

oftrade policy.

Risk reduction
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"Sixty percent of Dhaka's

urbanisation has been on the
dredge-filled soft soil, which is
not resilient to earthquake,”
said Sadeque. "Rajuk, on the
other hand, approves around
3,000 new buildings in the
capital each year of which 2,500
are not earthquake resistant.”

It is crucial to create an
effective authority to enforce
Bangladesh National Building
Code to save the Dhaka dwellers
from building disasters, he said.

Funds should be allocated
for preparation of management
plans for earthquake, cyclone
and flood, proper implementa-

Shefali's dreams
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Dhaka burying her 14-year-old
son Jasim Uddin at her home in
Hosnabad under Muladi
upazila of Barisal.

"How can [ stay in Dhaka
when my son is at my home, [ just
came to Dhaka to see the building
where all my dreams burnt to
ashes," said Shefali when asked
whether she would stay with her
husband in Dhaka.

She was married in 1991 at the
age of just 14. Her husband
Bachchu Halder mostly stayed in
Dhaka. She was abandoned by
her husband in 2000 and he
remarried that veryyear.

She showed a laminated
photo of her, her son Jasim and
daughter Sheuli to The Daily Star
correspondents. "Jasim had gone
home during Eid last year. But I
was sick then. He took me to
Muladi upazila for treatment. He

also told me to have a picture
taken with him and Sheuli [her
eight-year-old daughter] fearing
thatifsomething happened tome
they would nn[%lave anything to
remember me by," she said.

Jasim was a class-VI student of
Nabakumar Institute. He used to
stay with his father and step-
motherin Dhaka.

Shefali said she used to talk to
her son over the telephone often
and she had talked to him five
days before he died in the Nimtoli
blaze.

"Jasimhad a cell phone thathe
bought for Tk 1,600 and he often
talked to me. As T have no phone, I
would just give a missed call from
a neighbour's phone and my son
would call back," Shefalisaid.

When Shefali was struggling
to make both ends meet, Jasim
took a part-time job at a shop on
Shia Goli in Hossaini Dalan in
Dhaka where his father and
stepmother Bilkis Begum lived.

Shefali said she had pinned all
her hopes in Jasim. She knew
someday he would become
something.

With his good behaviour and
personality Jasim became almost
a family member of shop-owner
Shimul Hossain.

Jasim's father Bachchu said
Shimul helped him get Jasim
admitted to Nabakumar Institute.
Shimul also died in the fire.

Shimul's close friend Abul
Khayer said Jasim died when he
braved into the inferno to save the
three-year-old son of Shimul.

Anotherinjured child of the June
3 Nimtoli inferno died at the
Combined Military Hospital last
night. Ijja, 12, succumbed tohisbum
]]]JllﬂESralS]ngﬂlEdEﬂﬂllﬂll]Eﬂ

tion of Detailed Area Plan (DAP)
in Dhaka, strengthening the
Disaster Management Bureau
(DMB) and fire service depart-
ment, and retrofitting key point
installations, he added.

According to Sadeque,
existing coastal embankment is
not fit for tidal surge like the one
triggered by cyclone Aila last
year that displaced thousands
of people from homestead and
livelihood.

Allocation is also required
for strengthening the existing
embankments and building
new embankments with
increased height.

About one lakh people
become homeless every year
due to river erosion that
deserves allocation for rehabili-
tation.

A fund titled Bangladesh
Climate Change Resilience
Fund (BCCRF) has recently
been created with an amount of
$110 million, said Finance
Minister AMA Mubhith in his
budgetspeech.

China waits for proposal
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Chinese Ambassador in Dhaka

Zhang Xianyisaid yesterday.

Speaking at a press briefing at
the embassy ahead of Chinese
Vice President Xi Jinping's offi-
cial visit to Bangladesh on June
14-15, he said China will contrib-
ute to building the deep-sea port
as it will connect many countries
in thisregion.

The ambassador said China
also has a positive attitude to
connectivity, and promoting
projectsrelating to roadway and
railway links between the two
countries to boost trade and
economiccooperation.

Bangladesh sought Chinese
assistance to build the deep
seaport and direct road link
with China during Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina's visit to
BeijingonMarch 17-21.

Asked about Chittagong-
Kunming highway through

,the Chinese envoysaid
all the three countries are very
positive about building the tri-
nation highway. ‘All the three
players will have to come
together...It needs time to coor-
dinate theefforts,” headded.

On the scheduled visit of the
vice president, one of the top
decision makers of the Chinese
government, the ambassador
said it is "very important” as it
takes place on the occasion of

35th anniversary of the estab-
lishment of diplomatic ties
between Dhaka and Beijing.

During his two-day visit, Xi
Jinping will have official talks
with Sheikh Hasina, meet
President Zillur Rahman,
Speaker Abdul Hamid and
Leader of the Opposition
Khaleda 7Zia.

The Chinese vice president
will lead a high-profile delega-
tion. The 35-member team will
include Shen Yueyue, vice
minister, Organisation
Department, CPC Central
Committee; Chen Yuan, chair-
man, China Development
Bank; Zhang Zhijun, vice minis-
ter, foreign ministry; Liu Tienan,
National Development and
Reform Commission: Chen
Jian, vice minister, commerce
ministry, and Shi Zhihong,
deputy director, Policy Research
Office.

The ambassador said bilat-
eral trade and economic coop-
eration will be high on Xi
Jinpeng's agenda alongside
further strengthening the exist-
ing friendly relations. Some
agreements will be signed
during the wvisit when China
may offer some grants for
Bangladesh, he said. “The offer
may be small butitis a gesture of
our good friendship.”

Replying to a question,

Zhang said China will offer 1.6
billion yuan for Shahjalal
Fertiliser Factory. Besides, adeal
on establishment of 2.5 3G
telecom project may be signed.

Bangladesh sought US$ 211
million from China for estab-
lishment of the telecom project,
but the Chinese government is
yet to finalise how much fund it
will provide for the project.

The two-way trade between
the two countries amounted to
$ 4.58 billion last year with
Bangladesh's import bill total-
ling $ 4.4 billion. "We want to
import more from Bangladesh”
to reduce the trade imbalance,
said Zhang.

In this context, the evoy said
China offered zero tariff for
4,721 Bangladeshi products
including RMG, which is 60
percent of Bangladeshi export-
ablegoods.

Asked about military hard-
ware purchase from China, he
said defence cooperation
between the two sides is excel-
lent. He however did not say
precisely about any purchase
deal. “It's a normal trade...We
don'thave major contractinlast
fewyears,” he said.

Chief of Political Section at
the Chinese embassy Zhang Lei
and other officials were also
present at the press briefing.

DESCO

FOWER i5 YOURS

Dhaka Electric Supply Company Ltd. (DESCO)
House # 3, Road # 24, Block-K, Banani Model Town, Dhaka-1213
Tel. No. 8859642, 8860341, 9880400, 8826206, FFax No. 8854648

E-mail: pem.ho@desco.org.bd

Invitation for Tenders

1 | Agency Dhaka Electric Supply Company Limited (DESCO)
2 | Procuring Entity Name Office of the Manager (Procurement Division), DESCO
3 | Procuring Entity District Dhaka
4 | Invitation for Procurement of works and related services
5 | Tender No. 09,2010
6 | Invitation Ref No. DESCO/Procurement/Local Tender/2010/284
7 | Date 10/06/2010
KEY INFORMATION
8 | Procurement Method Open Tendering Method e
FUNDING INFORMATION
9 | Budget and Source of Funds | DESCO’s own fund
PARTICULAR INFORMATION
1 | Teides Nisna Eit:-llatiun. Testing and Commissioning of 33 & 11 KV U/G Cable
Tender Document | Last Selling | Closing& | Closing | Opening
y1 [Tender Selling, Selling starts from Date  |Opening Date| Time Time
Closing & Opening 12.00 12.30
13/06/2010 110722010 | 12/07/2010 Noon PM
Name & Address Selling Receiving & Opening
of the office for | Office of Deputy General Office of the Manager
1 selling Tender Manager (Finance & Accounts), | (Procurement Division), DESCO,
Document, DESCO, House # 3 (4™ floor), House # 3 (5™ floor), Road # 24,
receiving & Road # 24, Block - K, Banani Block - K. Banani Model Town,
opening of tender | Model Town, Dhaka - 1213. Dhaka - 1213.

INFORMATION FOR TENDERER

Eligibility of

13 Tenderer

14 Brief Description

Contractors/firns having valid trade license, TIN & VAT registralion
from concermed authnritFl of Bangladesh.,

Installation, Testing and Commissioning of 33 & 11 KV U/G Cable Line
at different Roultes within DESCO’s Jurisdiction Area.

Lot-A: Within Mirpur Area

lof Works Lot-B: Within Gulshan and Baridhara Area.
Lot-C: Within Uttara and Tongi Area.
Detail described in tender document.
Price of Tender Tk. S000/- (Taka Five Thousand) only payable in the form of Pay
15 Wacimcnt Order/Bank draft from any scheduled bank in Bangladcsh in favor of
'Dhaka Electric Supply Company Limited (DESCO)'.
Tender Securi Tk. 9,00,000/- (Taka Nine Lac) only for Each Lot, able in the form
16 | Amount (Tk) % | of Bank Guarantee/Bank draft/Pay order in favor of ‘Dhaka Electric

Supply Company Limited, DESCO’,

17 |Contract Period

Two (02) years from the date of signing of contract.

18 The procuring entity reserves the right to accept or reject any/all tender(s) without assigning

any reason whatsoever.

Khandaker Najibul Alam
Manager (Procurement & CM Division)
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