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Solo Art

Exhibition

Artist: Samiran
Chowdhury

Venue: Gallery Kaya,
H- 20, R- 16, Sector 4,
Uttara

Date: June 15-30

Photography and
Installation Show
Photographer: Zaid Islam
Title: Used Reused
Venue: Dhaka Art Centre,
R-7 A, H-60, Dhanmondi
Date: June 5-16

Time: 3pm-7pm

Time: 10am 8pm

Photo Exhibition

Enker

Title: Recycled
Venue: Goethe-Institut
Bangladesh, H- 10, R-
9, Dhanmondi

Date: June 2-23

Time: 10am 8pm

Photographer: Norbert

Clay Exhibition

Title: Clay and Life by
Harappa

Venue: Drik Gallery, H-58,
R-15A, Dhanmondi

Date: June 9-21

Time: 3 pm-8 pm

Recycling is the key

Zaid’s photo and installation exhibition

Photographs by Zaid Islam.

A CORRESPONDENT
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On the occasion of World Environment
Day, a photography and installation
exhibition, titled “Used Reused,” fea-
turing Zaid Islam, opened on June 5 at
the Dhaka Art Centre, Dhanmondi in
Dhaka. Noted art critic Moinuddin
Khaled, artist Nisar Hossain, Barrister
Amirul Islam and the trustees of Dhaka
Art Centre were present at the inaugu-
ral programme.

The exhibition focuses on pollution,
climate change and its effects on our
ecosystem. As a photographer, Zaid
prefers to dwell on a realistic theme that
earnestly engages the environment.
His installation is conceptual and high-
lights the importance of recycling. If we
can minimise waste or recycle it effec-

tively, our environment might regain its
previous glory.

One of his images shows a woman
working in Islambagh, old Dhaka,
where plastic waste materials arrive.
Here they are sorted according to their
grade and colour. Then they are packed,
weighed and sent to be broken down or
melted.

Another photo shows an adolescent
collecting discarded water bottles on
the Dhaka University campus. He sells
the bottles for Tk 25 per kilogram. This
is his source ofincome.

The exhibition also incorporates the
subjects, climate change and its effects
on our environment. Climate change is
set to seriously affect agriculture, for-
estry, fishing, health and water supply.
Pollution has become a matter of serious
concern all over the world in recent

years.

Zaid said, “When I was six, my
maternal grandmother would make
toys from vegetable peels and we
would play with them for hours. Long
before I went to school, I learnt to
reuse and recycle at home from my
grandmother, mother, aunt and
domestic workers. The plastic packet
containing milk was used to store food
in the fridge. Our bua (maid) some-
times took them home to keep her
betel leaves in them. When I was 13, 1
was embarrassed to accompany my
parents to weddings or other social
events, as we would wrap the gifts with
recycled paper. Later as a university
student in the mid-"90s, I was embar-
rassed as I didn't respect my mother's
views onrecycling before.”

The exhibition continues till June 16.
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Shubhro

On Desh TV at 8:15 pm
Drama Serial

Cast: Momo, Pijush
Bandyopadhyay

Tagore singer Dodul Ahmed
turns film music director

Dodul Ahmed has earned a reputation as a classical and Tagore singer. He
sings adhunik songs as well. Recently the singer made his debut as a film

music director, says a press release.

Ahmed composed and directed all songs for the upcoming film “Prem

Bishad” (directed by AKM Firoz Babu).

About his new venture the singer said, "Usually filmmakers do not allow
music directors to work with freedom. But the director of the film 'Prem
Bishad' gave me all the space I wanted in this regard. Which is why [ was inter-

ested to work for the film.”

“I composed the songs with utmost passion. I hope, the audience will like

the songs,” he added.

Shooting for the film is on at present. Tiger Films is producing "Prem
Bishad”. Veteran actors Sujata and Ariful Haque have worked together for the
first time in the film. The cast also includes Arju, Priyanka, Sadek Bachchu,

Rehana Jolly and Don.

and
Dhaka.

Dhaka Fashion
Week rescheduled

Dhaka Fashion week 2010 (Summer Collection)
has been rescheduled, following the postponing
due to the Nimtoli tragedy in old Dhaka on June
3,says apressrelease.

According to the new schedule, Dhaka
Fashion week 2010 will be held on July 16
20 at Dhaka Club and The Westin

President of Dhaka Fashion Week Kawshiki
Nasser said, “As the whole nation mourns the
tragic deaths of innocent lives, we decided to
postpone the event to show our solidarity. We
pray for the departed and hope that the
Almighty will give us enough strength to bear
the irreversible loss.”

Opera “Turandot”

A work with a universal appeal

KAVITA, New Delhi
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Western opera is not every-
one's cup of tea. However, a
film screening of Italian
operatic composer Gia-
como Puccini's “Turandot”
(1924) wowed a small audi-
ence in Delhi.

“Turandot” is among the
great works of Puccini
(1858-1924) and like all
operas in the western clas-
sical tradition combines
song, music and dramatic
elements. It ranks along
with the composer's other
great works such as “La
Boheme”(1896), “Tosca”
(1900) and “Madame But-
terfly” (1904). The first
performance of the opera,
as completed by Franco
Alfano after Puccini's death
of throat cancer, was staged
at La Scala, Milan on April
25, 1926.

In Delhi, the audience got
to see a version of
“Turandot” performed by
The Metropolitan Opera
Orchestra and Chorus and
conducted by the renowned
American conductor and
pianist James Levine. The
opera was directed by
Franco Zeffirelli, the famous
name behind films such as
“Romeo and ]Juliet”, “The
Taming of the Shrew”, “Ham-
let” and “Jane Eyre”.

“Turandot” in centred
on Placido Domingo, the
superbly talented Spanish
tenor and conductor,
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The Diving Bell & The

Butterfly

On ZEE STUDIO at 11:30 pm
Genre: Biography/Drama

A scene from Turandot.

known for his powerful
voice. The opera is set in
Peking. Domingo played
the role of Calaf, the son of
a deposed king who even-
tually goes on to win the
heart of the cold, cruel
princess Turandot. It's a
tough challenge for Calaf
because the princess has
sworn to marry only a
suitor of noble birth who
can answer her three tricky
riddles. Though many
prospective suitors have
failed and been sent to
certain death, Calaf passes
the acid test. When
Turandot is still reluctant
to take him as a husband,
Calaf makes the magnani-

mous offer to release her
from her pledge if she
discovers his name and
origin by dawn.

Eventually he is able to
melt her with a kiss and he
reveals his name to her.
When it seems that the
princess will send him the
way of many of his prede-
cessors, she addresses her
father and the assembly
and declares that she has
learnt the name of the
unknown suitor: It is love.
The opera closes on that
happy note.

“Turando” had many
famous arias: among them
“In questa Reggia”, sung by
the princess even as she

counsels Calaf to withdraw
from the trial by fire. There's
“Nessun Dorma” (Nobody
shall sleep!, Nobody shall
sleep! Even you princess in
your cold room watch the
stars, that tremble with love
and hope.. But my secret is
hidden within me, my name
no one shall know..No! No!”
This is ardent Calaf's
response to Turandot's
decree that no one in the city
must sleep until the name of
the unknown suitor is dis-
covered.“Turandot” cer-
tainly held the audience in
its grip. If only one could get
to see more such western
operas in our part of the
world.

Chandro Bindu

On Banglavision at 8:15 pm
Drama Serial
Cast: Sajol, Bindu




