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'Withdraw order
to cancel

declaration of
Amar Desh'
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A group of journalists and
professionals observed a
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token hunger strike on the
National Press Club premises
in the city yesterday demand-
ing withdrawal of a govern-
ment order cancelling the
declaration of the daily Amar

Desh and release of its acting
editor Mahmudur Rahman.

The Bangladesh Federal
Union of Journalists and the
Dhaka Union of Journalists
organised the six-hour dem-
onstration at 10:00am, says a
pressrelease.

Speaking at the
programme, the protesters
said that the government, by
cancelling the declaration of
the newspaper, has proved
that it does not believe in
freedom of the press and
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democracy.
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Ataus Samad, Shawkat
Mahmud, Kamal Uddin Sabuij,
Abdus Shahid, Muhammad
Baker Hossain, Elahi Newaz
Khan Saju, among others, spoke
at the programme, presided
over by Ruhul Amin Gazi.

BNP leaders Nazrul Islam
Khan, Dr Abdul Moyeen Khan
and Aman Ullah Aman,
General Secretary of Dhaka
University Teachers'
Association Dr ABM Obaidul
Islam expressed solidarity
with the journalists and other
professionals.

Scouts launch
lottery

UNB, Dhaka

Bangladesh Scouts, a voluntary
non-political organisation,
yesterday launched lottery
worth Tk 10 for raising funds for
maintainingits activities.

There are a total of 662 prizes,
including first prize (one) Tk 25
lakh, second prize (one) Tk five
lakh and third prize (two) Tk one
lakhinthelottery.

The draw of the lottery will be
held on August11.

Chief National
Commissioner of Scouts and
Power Secretary Mohammad
Abul Kalam Azad was present as
the chief guest at the launching
ceremony held at Scouts head-
quarters at Kakrail in the city
yesterday.

National Commissioner of
Scouts Prof Dr Nizam Uddin
Ahmed was also present on the
occasion.

Speaking on the occasion,
Azad called on all to buy tickets of
the lottery to help Bangladesh
Scouts, whose membership now
stand at 10 lakh, run its welfare-
oriented activities.
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[OM deputy chief in city

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

International Organisation for Migration
(IOM) Deputy Director General
Ambassador Laura Thompson yesterday
arrived in Dhaka on a three-day official visit.

IOM Regional Representative in Dhaka

Rabab Fatima, Regional Programme
Manager Kristina Mejo and officials of the
Bureau of Manpower Employment and
Training received her at the Hazrat Shahjalal
International Airport.

Laura stayed sometime at the Migrants'
Welfare Desk at the arrivallounge of the airport

and inquired about its services for migrant
workers, saysapressstatement ofthe IOM.

During her stay in Bangladesh,
Thompson will meet Expatriates’ Welfare
and Overseas Employment Minister
Khandaker Mosharraf Hossain and the
home and foreign secretaries.
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