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DISPUTE OVER SAND EXTRACTION

Khasias backed by BSF

intrude into Bangladesh

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

scene and persuaded the Indians to leave

A tense situation prevailed on Tamabil
and Padua borders yesterday as a group of
15 Indian Khasia tribesmen carrying bow

and arrows along with some 20 BSF men
intruded into the Bangladesh territory

and interfered in Bangladeshis workers'

sand extraction from a stream.

They locked in an altercation for some
time as the Indians asked the Bangladeshi
workers to stop sand collection from the
stream near Hashia haor, over 150 yards

off Tamabil border.

Later a patrol party of BDR from
Tamabil border outpost reached the

Battalion of BDR.

protest by BDR.

the areaatabout 12:45pm.

Disturbance on the border people by
the Khasias with support of the BSF has
become almost a regular affair on

Jaintapur, Tamabil and Padua borders for
months, said Major Abdullah Al Mamun,

deputy commanding officer of 21

Tension flared on the Tamabil borders
on Thursday afternoon when the Indian
BSF had to stop their attempt for con-
struction work on the border in the face of

On Friday, officials of the border
guards of both sides sat at a flag meeting

on Padua border, about seven kilometres
off Tamabil.

The BDR in the meeting protested the
B5F's move for construction within 120
yards of zero line as any construction
within 150 yards of the border line is
prohibited.

The Bangladesh side also asked their

Indian counterpart not to create obstacle

in the work of Bangladeshi farmers on the
lands near Padua borders where they
have cultivated seasonal fruits and others
items, said officials.

Border guards of both the countries

were seen on alert at Tabamil and Padua,
local said yesterday afternoon.

Thousands marooned in
[Lalmonirhat tflood

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Lalmonirhat

Flash flood has left at least 20
thousand people marooned in
the district.

Heavy rain in the last three
days and water rushing from
the hills across the border

caused the flash flood,
Lalmonirhat Water

Development Board (WDB)
sources said.

The flood hit the Teesta and
Dharla river basins and low-
lying 20 villages in four
upazilas.

The most affected areas

are: Goddimari, Dowani,
Sindurna, Dawabari, Paruliya
under Hatibandha upazila,
Votmari, Char Kakina,
Rudreshewar and Jamirbari
villages of Kaliganj upazila,
Kadomtola, Balapara,
Gobordhan villages of
Aditmari upazila, Kurul,

PHOTO: STAR

People wade through the flooded premises of a house at Parulia village in Hatibandha upazila of
Lalmonirhat district yesterday as torrential rain and onrush of water from the upstream caused flash
floods in Teesta and Dharla basin areas.

Mogholhat, Kulaghat,
Boalmari, Rajpur, Kalmati,
Khuniya Gachh, Gokunda,
Milon Bazar villages of
Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila.

While visiting the flood-
affected Paruliya, this corre-
spondent found the whole
village under knee-deep water.
Many of the villagers took
shelter on highlands including
roadsand WDB dam.

Jamil Uddin, 48, of Paruliya
village said, "We are experi-
encing heavy rain for the last
three days. Water from Teesta
river started to enter our
houses from early yesterday
due to onrush of water from
the upstream.”

Another villager Mobarok
Ali said, "Flood has sub-
merged all 100 home steads in
this village. We are victims of
early flood."

Teesta and Dharla marked
further rise yesterday
although both the rivers were
still flowing under the danger
level.

Executive Engineer of
Lalmonirhat Water
Development Board Abdul
Matin Sarker said, if the trend
continues, water of both the
rivers would cross the danger
markby 24 hours.

He, however, hoped that
water from the flood-affected
villages would start receding
from tonight.

INTRA-PARTY FEUD IN BOGRA, JHENIDAH
Jubo League leader shot dead,
15 hurt as AL men clash

STAR NATIONAL DESK

A Jubo League leader was shot
dead by rivals in Bogra while
15 people were injured as two
factions of ruling Awami
League clashed in Jhenidah
yesterday.

According to our Staff
Correspondent in Bogra, a
Jubo League leader was killed
and another critically
wounded allegedly by their
party rivals at Shibati in the
town early yesterday.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Sakhawat Hossain
Jewel, 30, a Jubo League leader
of Bogra town unit and former
joint secretary of district
Chhatra League.

Police said armed Jubo

League rivals belonging to
Ropon group stormed into the
office of Shibati Shebok Samity
and opened fire on Jewel and
Uzzal, 29, while they were
watching TV at about 1:30am.
The attackers also stabbed
them indiscriminately.

Jewel died on the spot
while Uzzal was admitted to
Shaheed Ziaur Rahman
Medical College Hospital in a
critical condition.

Jewel's father Shajahan Ali
Saju later lodged a case accus-
ing six people including Ropon
and his father Khokon Sarker.

Sub-inspector Abdur
Razzak of Bogra Sadar police
station told this correspon-
dent that the attack might be a
sequel to an intra-party feud.

In Jhenidah, at least 15
people were injured in a clash
between two factions of
Awami League (AL) at
Ektarpur village under
Kaliganjupazila.

Long-standing rivalry
between AL ward president
Alauddin and AL ward secre-
tary Barik Mia triggered the
clash, villagers said.

Locals and police said,
Barik was returning home on
Friday along with others from
a wedding party at Ghoppara
village. When they reached
Monglepaita Bazar loyalists of
Alauddin waylaid Barik and
hacked him.

Locals took Barik to Jessore
Sadar Hospital in a critical
condition.

The incident triggered a
fierce clash between the two
groups yesterday morning,.

Supporters of the two
leaders from Debrajpur and
Ektarpur villages attacked
each other with billhook,
sticks and other lethal weap-
ons injuring at least 15 from
both groups.

The injured Barik loyalists
are Hashem, Arshed and Jahid
while injured supporters of
Alauddin include Shariful,
Ashraful, Ohidul, Moslem,
Idrish, Babul Hossain and
Atiar Rahman.

Ofthe injured, Babul's right
hand has been cut off from
wrist by billhook. He is a stu-
dent ofhonours second year at
MM College.

PHOTO: STAR
Students of different schools and colleges in Magura town return home with saplings after attending a rally marking World Environment
Day yesterday.
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Rajshahi Mayor AHM Khairuzzaman Liton inaugurates Rajshahi Shishu Hospital yesterday.

Rajshahi Shishu Hospital
starts functioning

STAFE CORRESPONDENT,
Rajshahi

The 100-bed Rajshahi Shishu
Hospital has started function-
ing in the city.

Rajshahi mayor AHM
Khairuzzaman Liton inaugu-
rated the hospital at a cere-
mony held at the hospital
yesterday.

Directed by Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, the hospital
has been built with the help of
local investors, doctors and
social leaders.

The three-storied hospital
on the western side of
Rajshahi Fire Brigade office
will remain open round-the-

clock.

Although the hospital
started its journey with only
six doctors and 18 staffs,
recruitment of consultants
and specialised doctors are
underway, sources said.

Outdoor facilities will be
available from 8am to 2.30pm
everyday except for Fridays
and government holidays.

The hospital authorities

will charge Tk 20 from each
outdoor child patient, Tk 30
for admission and Tk 100 a day
foreach bed.

Chaired by hospital direc-
tor Dr AB Siddiki, the inaugu-
ral function was also attended
by Rajshahi Medical College
principal Dr ABM Abdul
Hannan, Rajshahi Medical
College and Hospital director
Brig Gen Abdul Latif, hospital

PHOTO: STAR

governing body members
Shaheen Akhtar Reni, Mohsin
Khan and Dr AKM Shahidur
Rahman Tarafdar.

The mayor said that the
hospital would be upgraded
to a 500-bed one following
construction of a 10-storied
building near Rajshahi
Medical College and Hospital
(RMCH) soon.
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