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Rain floods vast tracts of
cropland around Hakaluki

OuR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

About 25 thousand hectares of aus paddy
land including 3500 hectares of seedbeds
in villages adjacent to Hakaluki Haor in
Kulaura, Juri and Baralekha upazilas of
Moulvibazar district has gone under
water as heavy downpour inundated
fresh areas during the last couple of days.

Farmers are worried about the fate of
their crops as a large portion of the
croplands near the haor has remained
under water for the last two weeks.

Farmers in the same areas had also lost
much of their boro crops in the just ended
boro season due to stagnation of water
from Hakaluki haor.

The flooding has compelled authori-
ties to close 30 primary and high schools
andacollege

Local farmers said the water stagna-
tion problem has appeared after con-
struction of an embankment on the haor
bank as it blocks the way of drainage of
water to the Kushiyara River.

"During last four years, croplands
adjacent to Hakaluki Haor sees inunda-
tion during every incident of heavy rain

that raises level of haor water. An influen-
tial BNP leader constructed a one and half
kilometre-long embankment on
Hakaluki haor at Pitaitikor Burikiari in
Fenchuganj upazila of Sylhet district in
2004. It blocked passage of water from the
haor to Kushiyara River. An inadequate
70-metre-wide canal was excavated to
drain out the haor water to Kushiyara
River," said Siraj Uddin Ahmed Badshah,
chairman of Bhukshimul Union Parishad
under Kulaura upazila.

"Owners of two brick kilns in Pitaitikor
Burikiari area have encroached this canal
for easy movement of their wvehicles,
reducing width of the canal to only 30
metres. Farmers of six upazilas in
Moulvibazar and Sylhet districts are
suffering due to the water logging prob-
lem caused by the situtaion,” said
Badshah, also a leader of Moulvibazar
districtunit of Gonotontri Party.

He demanded removal of the embank-
ment to solve the water-logging problem
and save the farmers.

Mirjan Ali, president of Nawabganj
Bazaar Traders Association, also held
construction of embankment at Pitaitikor

Burikiari responsible for sufferings of the
farmers on the bank of Hakaluki haor.

Worst affected auslands are situated in
the haor bank villages of Singnath,
Guptagram, Bisrakandi, Leurhai,
Mirshankar, Dilderpur, Habera,
Chhaykapon, Sonatola,
Moturganj, Tirkhali, Bade Bhukshimul,
Kaleshar, Nabiganj, Silarkandi, hea said.

Deputy director of the Department of
Agriculture Extension in Moulvibazar, Md
Shahjada said the crops on inundated
lands in Kulaura, Juri and Baralekha
upazilas will be saved if water recedes
within five days.

However, the present weather condi-
tion, marked by heavy downpour, shows
no sign of receding of water level within a
fewdays.

About 30 primary schools and high
schools and a college situated on the bank
of Hakaluki haor bank in Kulaura, Juri and
Baralekha upazilas have been closed as
these institutions went under water, Md
Abdul Mojid, district secondary educa-
tion officer of Moulvibazar told this corre-
spondent on Friday.
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Moktodir Girls' High School in Juri upazila of Moulvibazar district remains closed as water from Hakaluki Haor, fed by downpour during
the last couple of days, flooded it on Friday. Thirty other educational institutions had to be closed due to floods around the water body in
Juri, Kulaura and Baralekha upazilas of the district.

Death of domestic help sparks protest
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MC College
teachers
continue
protest

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Sylhet

Teachers of Sylhet MC College
yesterday wore black badges
and abstained from work
protesting BCL attack on the
hostel superintendent's quar-
ters onWednesday night.

BCS Education Associa-
tion, Sylhet chapter and the
MC College Teachers
Association earlier held sepa-
rate meetings in this regard on
Thursday night.

Prof Syeda Shamsunnahar,
principal of the college yester-
day chaired a meeting at the
college which decided to
continue wearing black
badges till Wednesday next.
The teachers in the meeting
also decided to take next
course of action on
Wednesday and called upon
the law enforcers to take mea-
sures against the outsiders
who often create trouble on
the campus.

A group of about 25 MC
College activists of Chhatra
League on last Wednesday
vandalised the quarters of
hostel super Saleh Ahmed,
also the head of the depart-
ment of psychology of the
college. The teacher lodged a
complaint in this regard with
Sylhet Kotwali police the next
day.

Wednesday's incident took
place after Prof. Saleh ques-
tioned hostel unit president of
BCL Abdur Rashid Ripon's
eligibility to stay at the dormi-
tory since he had already
finished his master's exami-
nation.

Meanwhile, a group of
teachers belonging to the two
associations met the SP of
Sylhet and demanded imme-
diate arrest of attackers.

They also demanded
action against the BCL men,
who physically assaulted
Mahmud Ali, lecturer of the
Zakiganj Government
College, on Wednesday
afternoon.

Dulali Khatun Alo

A CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

People of Teesta village under Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila held a rally
at local bus stand yesterday protesting the murder of a domestic help
allegedlybyher masterand hiswife at the village onWednesdaynight.

Locals said, domestic help, Dulali Khatun Alo, 12, daughter of
rickshaw van puller Mozammel Haque of Namatari village
under Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila, was tortured to death at
Tokdar Vila allegedly by her master Shariful Alam Tokdar alias
Swapon, 57, food inspector of Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila, and
his wife Towhida Ara Tokdar, 42, headmistress of Teesta KR
Khadem Government Primary School, at midnight.

Police recovered the body Thursday morning and arrested
Shafiul Alam Tokdar, following a murder case filed with Sadar

Police Station by the victim's father against him and his wife
Towhida at noon. Police could not arrest Towhida, as she has
gone into hiding soon after the incident.

Protesting the murder of Alo, locals also brought out a pro-
cession after Juma prayers on Friday. At the yesterday's rally, the
protesters demanded exemplary punishment to the killers and
immediate arrest of the other accused, Towhida.

The villagers said theywill also form a human chain at Teesta bus
stand beside Rangpur-Kurigram road today (Sunday) and block
Rangpur- Lungram road tomorrowto press home theirdemand.

Officer-in-Charge (OC) of Lalmonirhat Sadar Police Station
Moynul Islam told this correspondent that domestic help Alo
was tortured to death as her body bore injury marks.

"We have arrested her master Shariful Alam Tokdar and are
looking for his wife Towhida Ara Tokdar, " the OC said.
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FOR A RESPITE FROM SCORCHING HEAT

PHOTO: STAR
Afflicted with severe heat wave prevailing for the last few days, a monkey tries to have a respite

through a nap at Rajshahi Zoo yesterday.
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