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Call for branding Bangladesh rmgs louder
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Eangladesh is Ilﬂt knnwn well ennugh
outside and it deserves better.

This was the tone of the discussants
at a seminar on branding Bangladesh
as they said the country has good ingre-
dients for a strong brand, but lacks
initiatives both from the public and
private sectors for brightening its
image.

They demanded formation of a
brand cell headed by a minister and

urged all to work together to promote
the Bangladesh brand.

American Chamber of Commerce in
Bangladesh (AmCham) and Eastern
Bank co-organised the seminar at
Dhaka Sheraton Hotel yesterday.

Aftab ul Islam, president of
AmCham, chaired the seminar
attended by brand experts, academi-
cians, bankers and diplomats. The
purpose of the event was to raise
awareness about the country branding.

James F Moriarty, US ambassador in
Bangladesh, said the country has
achieved steady economic growth in
the last two decades, reduced poverty
sharply, improved in education and
health indicators and increased farm
productivity.

The country is producing world-
class garments being sold at many
renowned stores across the globe, he
said.

“Despite all this, the images of
Bangladesh that appear on CNN or
BBC are all too often images of natural
disasters, poverty and suffering,”
Moriarty said.

This lead to the '64 million dollar
question': how does Bangladesh estab-
lish and sustain a positive brand
image? he said.

Moriarty said two resources -- the
Bangladesh diaspora in the US and the
business community, both at home
and abroad -- can help achieve this
goal.

“I firmly believe the Bangladesh
diaspora in the United States is an
underutilised resource that can play a
special role in developing and promot-
ing the Bangladesh brand,” he said.

The members of the diaspora have
already developed personal connec-
tions to many Americans across the
country, he said. There are similar
diaspora communities in Britain and
Australia.

But there must be strategies, he said.

“Bangladesh needs to be strategic in
developing its brand. It should con-

sider linking up its diaspora outreach
programmes to create a truly global
brand,” he said.

Like the diaspora, the US
Ambassador said the business com-
munity has the capacity to make or
break 'Brand Bangladesh'.

The country has a lot of successes --
from health to microfinance and
women empowerment -- that can be
promoted, said Dr Khalid Hasan, man-
aging director of Nielsen Bangladesh, a
leading marketing and media informa-
tion company.

Mobile and television penetration
has witnessed an unparalleled growth
for the past few years, he said, adding
that resilient economic and export
growth and a single-digit inflation rate
are also the good side of Bangladesh.

“Bangladesh, managing natural
calamities, is a model for others,”
Khalid Hasan said.

He said an exclusive tourist zone
could be setup for full entertainments.

Khalid Hasan, also a vice president
of AmCham, however, cautioned about
the realities, saying that a deteriorating
law and order situation, corruption,
infrastructure bottlenecks, poor gover-
nance and failure to protect culture
and heritage could cost the efforts to

brand Bangladesh.

Aly Zaker, managing director of
Asiatic Marketing Communications
and a renowned actor, termed
Bangladesh a multi-faith religious
country, not amoderate Muslim one.

“Public-private partnership with
multinational intervention can

Brandmg Bangladesh

':.}FIL:',-:-:" zed b ¥

ommerce in Banglad

e 02, 2010 | Dhaka Sheratc

improve Bangladesh brand,” he said.
Prof Syed Frahat Anwar of Institute
of Business Administration of Dhaka
University criticised the local media for
showcasing the country negatively.
Quoting a survey report, he said 93
percent young people are tired of see-
ing negative news in the media. He
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Aftab ul Islam, second from right, president of American Chamber of Commerce in Bangladesh (AmCham), chairs a seminar on

Branding Bangladesh at Dhaka Sheraton Hotel yesterday. AmCham and Eastern Bank co-organised the seminar. From right,
Aly Zaker, managing director of Asiatic Marketing Communications, James F Moriarty, US ambassador in Bangladesh, and
Noor Ali, chairman of Eastern Bank, are also seen.

asked the media to highlight local
products.

But the speakers said branding the
country is not an easy task. It is very
competitive and requires huge amount
of resources to polish the image.

Noor Ali, chairman of Eastern Bank,
also spoke.
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percent were small,

24 percent

increased, but the migration of new

FBCCI

Mir Shahabuddin Mohammad, secretary general of the Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industry (FBCCI), presents a crest to Gafai Ibrahim Usman, economic minister
at the Nigerian high commission in New Delhi, at the chamber's office in Dhaka yesterday.
Faridul Hassan, secretary of FBCCI, and Chuks Jonathan Chikezie, first secretary of the high

commission, are also seen.

China inflation

AFP, Beijing

Chma 5 1nﬂat1m1 cnuld tnp the gﬂvernment s
three percent target in 2010 due to price pres-
sures in the second half of the year, a central
bank adviser said, raising pressure for a possi-
blerate hike.

The consumer price index, the main gauge
of inflation, could hit 3.7 percent this year, said
Li Daokui, a member of the People's Bank of
China's monetary policy committee, according
to the People's Daily overseas edition

could hit 3.7pc

Wednesday.

"Upside pressures on prices are significant
due to rising labour costs, increasing interna-
tional raw material prices and higher agricul-
tural production costs caused by bad weather,”
said Li, an economist at Tsinghua University.

"We (at the university) forecast CPI this year
to reach 3.7 percent. The rising trend of infla-
tion will continue in the future.”

Li said curbing inflationary expectations
was the main task facing policymakers and the
time was ripe for an increase in deposit rates.
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MITSUMI

Md Shabbir Hossen, chief executive officer of Mitsumi Corporation Ltd, and Bibek Chandra,
managing director of Market Movers Exports India (Pvt) Ltd, sign a deal in India recently.
Mitsumi will import and market the "Adoro" brand products of Market Movers in Bangladesh.

A sunrey has fn und that 65 percent uf
businessmen think the energy
crunch is the biggest setback to
investment.

Forty-eight percent of the busi-
nessmen say it is the increased cost
of raw materials that constraints
investment.

The findings of the Business
Confidence Survey (January-March)
conducted by International Finance
Corporation (IFC) and Bangladesh
Investment Climate Fund were
revealed at a seminar at Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (DCCI) yesterday.

The survey was conducted among
1,512 companies: 70 percent of them
were in the manufacturing sector and
30 percentin the services sector.

Of the surveyed companies, 62

medium and 14 percent large, said
Aminur Rahman, investment officer
of IFC.

Of the companies, 43 percent are
based in Dhaka, 23 percent in
Chittagong, 4 percent in Chittagong,
9 percent in Khulna, 18 percent in
Rajshahiand 4 percent in Barisal.

Commerce Minister Faruk Khan,
speaking as chief guest, said 1,500
megawatts (MW) of electricity
would be added to the national grid
by March as the government has
taken a series of steps to improve the
power situation.

Moderating the seminar, former
caretaker government adviser
Hossain Zillur Rahman said a slow-
down in manpower exports to the
Middle East is a matter of concern
for Bangladesh.

"Itis true that inward remittances

workers to major destinations
declined," he said.

According to the survey, foreign
direct investment (FDI) is in decline,
because investors are low on confi-
dence about Bangladesh.

Not so, said Abu Reza Khan, exec-
utive member of the Board of
Investment.

Khan said he has been receiving a
lot of proposals from Chinese and
Japanese entrepreneurs for invest-
ingin the textile sector.

Mujibur Rahman, chairman of
the Bangladesh Tariff Commission,
said the survey was incomplete and
"suitable only for students”.

Mahbubur Rahman, president of
International Chamber of
Commerce-Bangladesh (ICCB), said
the foreign investors would come to
Bangladesh in greater numbers, if

Businessmen see energy Crisis as
biggest setback to investment

local entrepreneurs invested more.

Asif Ibrahim, a director of DCCI,
said the FDI inflow reached an
alarming stage.

Fazlul Hoque, president of
Bangladesh Knitwear Manufacturers
and Exporters Association, asked the
government to fast-track the coal
policy to meet the power crisis and
reduce dependency on gas as amajor
source of electricity.

Jamal Uddin Ahmed, president of
the Institute of Chartered
Accountants of Bangladesh, sug-
gested the government set up spe-
cial economic zones and amend the
old Securities and Exchange
Commission law.

Abul Kasem Khan, DCCI presi-
dent, Akter Mahmud of IFC, and
Selina Quader, vice-president of
Bangladesh Women Chamber of
Commerce and Industry also spoke.

PPP healthcare
centre in Ctg
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The cnuntr:.,r s ﬁrst puhhc prwate partnershlp pnmar}r
health care centre started operations in Chittagong yester-

day, says a press statement.

Dr Mozibur Rahman, state minister for health and
family welfare, inaugurated the centre in Patiya,

Kolagaon.

The healthcare centre is a partnership between Western
Marine Shipyard, the ministry and GTZ.

The centre that was constructed by Western Marine
Shipyard will be run in collaboration with the ministry.
The partnership works to provide effective health ser-
vices to the workforce of the shipyard and surrounding

communities.

It also aims develop benchmarks for health and safety in
shipbuilding in Bangladesh, one of the country's most rap-

idly developing industrial sectors.

GTZ has provided technical cooperation through the
Multidisciplinary HIV/AIDS Programme and has worked
with the shipyard and the ministry to develop the joint
model of service provision and to ensure that the communi-

ties needs are met.
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DHL

Desmond Quiah, country manager of DHL Worldwide Express Bangladesh, and KM
Ahaduzzaman, managing director of Social Islami Bank Limited, exchange documents after
signing a deal in Dhaka on Monday. The bank will use DHL Express' services for carrying its
time-sensitive international documents.

EC@®) ESSENTIAL DRUGS COMPANY LIMITED

395-397, Tejgaon Industrial Area
Dhaka-1208

Cambodia promises
effective use of
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( LOCAL RE-TENDER NOTICE )RIF - : >} o -
internatuonal al 300003 | 09093 | Frew wrTw, wferw=qm, v1M |
EDCL invites sealed tenders for Supply, Installation and Commissioning of 1000 KVA 309099 | SodYoR | (ANT ITTFRCHY FAPIA AZe PreTer, AFISAR, BIIFT |
Sub-Station & Generator for EDCL Factory, Dhaka as detailed below :- AFP, Phnom Penh
e YoBYOY | 53599y | (N (AR B (AT ST FCeTe, W (AT, Rl |
S.I.| Tender No. Date Name of the Item | Cost of Tender |  Last date of Cambodia vowed yesterday o use international aid effectively 353999 [538uod | TETMvT FrTE, TErNb, vt |
No. Schedule closing & opening and bring reforms after criticism that billions of dollars in donor
money has donelittle to improve the impoverished country; 338Y80 | oy | EfET™ e, TR (@S, Bt |
01. | EDCL/PUR/ Procurement of Electrical | Tk. 750.00/set | Closing : Opening a two-day meeting between the government, e Frevrog-
LOCAL/RE- & Mechanical inter | Non-refundable | 10/06/2010 donors and development partners, Prime Minister Hun Sen 2ob8o |939b9¢ =, , U
TENDER/Sub- | locking system ATS of at 11.00 AM said the country would continue public administration, 33949% | 3383382 WW, qﬁﬂiﬁﬁ, T |
Station/2010/135 | 1000 KVA Sub Station & : land, judicial and financial reforms. A
Dated. 02/06/2010 | Generator Model no. Opening : "The royal government has made its utmost efforts to 355389 33505y | Frrwydt siefr Ire, 33 cats, it |
Marlin Gerin - M16H]1. 10/06/2010 firmly and deeply implement various reform programs and 333053 [580%0y | fierite sree arerer, fRierine, orat |
(As per Tender Schedule) at 11.15 AM consider them as alife or death issue for Cambodia," he said. =
Hun Sen went on to say his government will ensure "the 80500 | 3885y | WS wrem et TS, WIFEM, I |
ffective, tr t and table utilisati f th
Tender schedule will be sold from the Accounts Department of Essential Eesglnfmenatn;giies ;?ﬂﬂzzﬂél},ndevjn;m;i ;:;nfemn_e 388524 | 38d%0¢ | TR AR IeT@, *I1Gor7, T |
hDrugs C“'l';'lm [;LL'“éltEd(Dhak:Fun dl;ayrsnettll;g; Smtfld ébnfi{ilirglag ‘;ﬁ‘;ge But, speaking on behalf of donors, World Bank country 38d0oy | deodar | Fmefw i s, Fe-x, o1 |
OUTS On all WOIKINg days (€XCEpL rraay, o>a ana UOoVL. Holdays). INO § | director Annette Dixon complained "progress has been FoYG wizfeum st arREst 3AReREE -
tender schedule will be sold on the opening date of the tender., limited" in government work to improve strategic planning HONIN | > b | Rl - 20y P

and aid management.

"It is important for the government to take the lead in
aligning resources to development priorities,” she said.

The World Bank last week began to investigate allegations
that mismanagement of its 28.8 million dollar land-titling
project has left more than 20,000 people facing forced evic-
tion from their homes in the capital Phnom Penh.

EDCL authority reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the tenders
without assigning any reason whatsoever.
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