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Move to fell roadside

trees triggers protest "

OuUR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

Preparations are complete to cut down
around five hundred old trees on both the
sides of the main road in Faridpur town as
Roads and Highways Department (RHD)
has started work for construction of a
four-lane road in the town.

In last two days, the workers employed
by contractors of the RHD have dug out
big holes round the bottom of 45 trees and
cut down the roots of several old trees
including korai, mehogoni and ashwath
on the roadside from Zila School to Police
Line area.

However, district administration and
forest department in Faridpur are yet to
give approval for cutting the trees.

RHD office source said, 9 km out of 11
km roads in Faridpur town from Rajbari
road crossing to Faridpur River Research
Institute and Bhanga Road crossing to
Baily bridge of C&B Ghat area will be
modified as a four-lane road under the
project for development of RHD roads in
Faridpur town at a cost of Tk 49 crore 40

lakh 10 thousand in two years.

"Process is on to cut the trees to widen
both sides of the road for developing it
into a four-lane way. We have sent letter to
forest department for permission to cut
the trees for the development work," said
SM Shafiqul Alam, executive engineer of
RHD in Faridpur.

"RHD has informed us about cutting
the trees for widening the road for making
it a four-lane way but we have not yet given
any approval in this regard. The trees may
be cut if it is necessary for development of
the town," Divisional Forest Officer Ohidul
Islam told this correspondent.

Faridpur Deputy Commissioner
Helaluddin Ahmed said a committee will
be formed to decide which trees will be
felled.

Over a hundred people including
teachers, students, nature lovers, cultural
activists, social workers and politicians
joined a human chain and held a rally in
front of Faridpur Zila School in protest
against the RHD's move to cut roadside
trees in the town.

The protesters also encircled the trees
around which earth was dug out.

The plan to cut trees in the name of
four-way lane is a wrong decision as it will
ruin the greenery of the town, speakers
said at the meeting.

"We want development of the town
but cutting trees would be a suicidal act.
People from all walks oflife should protest
the decision of cutting trees to save the
greenery of the town," said Prof Altaf
Hossian, convener of Sachetan Nagorik
Committee.

Educationist Ramendra Nath Roy
Karmoker, Mojibur Rahman, activist of
Nishorgo Sangsad, Abu Sufian
Chowdhury Kushol, secretary of Faridpur
Sahitya O Sangskriti Unnayan Sangstha,
playwright Munshi Mohammad Ali Rumi,
Rafikuzzaman Layek, leader of
Communist Party of Bangladesh, advo-
cate Shipra Goswami, coordinator of
Faridpur unit of Bangladesh Legal Aid
and Services Trust, spoke at the meeting.

They warned of launching a tougher
programme if any more trees are felled.
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Locals form a human chain protesting RHD's move to cut down around 500 old trees to expand a road in Faridpur town yesterday. The

photo shows they encircle a tree after workers dug out earth from the bottom as preparation to uprootit.

Seven 10s changed but little
progress in last 9 years

A CORRESPONDENT,
Gopalganj

The investigation into 2001
bomb attack on Baniarchar
Catholic Church has yet been
continuing and seven investi-
gation officers have been
changed in the meantime.

At first Muksudpur police
and later CID police have been
probing the attack for last nine
years.

CID has changed the inves-
tigation officer (10) of the case
foratleast seven times till now.

At least 10 people were

killed and 50 others injured in
a bomb attack on Baniarchar

Catholic Church under
Muksudpur upazila by the
side of Gopalganj-Tekerhat
road early morning on June 3,
2001 while weekly prayer was
in progress in the church.
Gopalganj CID office
sources said after the inci-
dent police filed two sepa-
rate cases with Muksudpur
police station on charges
of murder and in explo-
sives act. After a few
months the case was trans-
ferred to CID. CID arrested
nine people including
Basudev Saha, a business-
man of Tekerhat. CID
identified the incident as a

result of internal feud of
local Christian community.

Later Rab arrested Harkatul
Jihad (Huji) leader Mufti
Abdul Hannan. CID inspector
Fazlur Rahman interrogated
Mufti Hannan at the Rab
headquarters in Dhaka.

After Mufti Hannan gave
confessional statement in a
Dhaka court CID showed him
arrested in Baniarchar bomb
attack case.

Present I0 of the case
Sheikh Md Akhteruzzaman
said Mufti Hannan could not
be interrogated so far for
different reasons. When he

will be brought to Gopalganj

for appearing in the court
remand would be sought for
him. He said there is possibil-
ity of charge sheet being sub-
mitted in the case soon.

"It seems we will not be
able to see the justice done in
this case in our lifetime.
Investigation officers have
been changed almost every
year,” Sukhram Halder, father
of Sumon who was killed in the
bomb attack, said.

District Awami League
president Mohammad Ali
Khan Abu Miah said, the case
was shelved for so long on
political consideration.
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Supporters of Argentina team hold a 180-foot-long banner at the field of Baufal upazila headquarters on Tuesday as football fever grips
people ahead of the World Cup starting June 11.
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ATTACK ON UNO, OC

2 more Jamaat
men arrested
in Bogra

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Bogra

Police arrested two Jaamat
leaders yesterday in connec-
tion with May 28 attack on
upazila nirbahi officer Abdus
Samad and officer-in-charge
of Shajahanpur police sta-
tion Anisur Rahman.

Police said they picked up
Abdus Sattar and Abdur
Rahim Badshah on charge of
hindering public service and
attacking the UNO and OC.

On May 28, the UNO
imposed Section 144 ban-
ning a rally in Shajahanpur
upazila, as local Jaamat
leaders arranged it without
permission of the authori-
ties.

On hearing the news of
Section 144, Jaamat-Shibir
activists and their support-
ers attacked the UNO and the
OC and assaulted them,
witnesses said.

The same night police
lodged a case accusing eight
people and 200 other
unnamed Jaamat leaders
and activists.

Abdur Rahim is a former
upazila general secretary
and Abdus Sattar is a union
chief of Jamaat in the district.

They were arrested from
their residences yesterday
morning.

Earlier, police also
arrested Khottapara union
Jaamat secretary Saidur
Rahman and principal of
Ahmedia Senior Madrasa
Ramzan Ali on Monday and
Sundayin this connection.

TORTURE FOR DOWRY
Warrant for

arrest of
army man

A CORRESPONDENT, Natore

Now 'hand-made grenade

'

found in Thakurgaon town

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Takurgaon

A Natore court yesterday
issued arrest warrant against
an army man on charge of
torturing his wife for dowry.
Majeda Begum, wife of
Rafiqul Islam of Chhatarbagh
village under Noldanga
upazila, filed a case with the
Chief Judicial magistrate's
Court against her son-in-law
Muktar Ali, an army sergeant
at Parbatipur Kholahati
Cantonment, for torturing her
daughter Rebeka for dowry.
Agfter hearing, Judicial
Magistrate Sharif Uddin
issued the arrest warrant
against Muktar and asked

police to place him before the
court by August 4.
Muktar Ali, son of

Hazratullah of Kothuri village
under the same upazila, married
Rebekaon September17,1992.

According to case state-
ment, Muktar asked Rebeka to
bring Tk 5 lakh from her par-
ents as dowry on April 19 this
year. As Rebeka refused to do
so, Muktar beat her severely.

On information, Rebeka's
mother Majeda, father
Rafiqul, and some other rela-
tives went to Muktar's house.
But he harassed them and
again beat up Rebeka.

Later, Rebeka filed a case with
Noldanga Police Station against
her husband Muktar and ten
other members ofhis family.

As Police failed to arrest any
of the accused in the last one
and a half months, Rebaka's
mother Majeda filed the case
with the court yesterday.

Recovery of a 'hand-made
grenade' at Hazipara on
Tuesday night has trigged
panic among the townspeo-
ple.

Only nine days ago,
another powerful bombs was
found near a government
office here.

Police and witnesses said,
at about 8:45pm, housewife
Shefali Begum saw a bomb-
like object beside a roadside
drain.

She informed the matter
to sub-inspector (SI) of
Thakurgaon Detective
Branch (DB) of police
Mohammad Abul Hasnat, a
resident of Hazipara.

Police rushed to the spot
and recovered the hand-
made grenade and put it in
water in a bucket.

Later, officer-in-charge of
Thakurgaon police station
Feroz Khan, who received a
three-month training on
bomb disposal from
Bangladesh Army and
another training America,
defused the grenade in an
hour-long effort.

Feroz told this correspon-
dent that the object was a
hand-made grenade.

"Investigation is on and
we have already got some
important information
about the matter. But we can
not disclosed it now," the OC

PHOTO: STAR

This hand-made grenade, seized by police at Hazipara in
Thakuragon town yesterday, was later defused.

said.

Earlier on May 23 a
remote controlled high-
powered bomb weighing
about one kilogram was
recovered from a corner of
Thakurgaon Public Works
Department (PWD) office.

People expressed the fear
that militants might be plan-
ning some subversive activi-
ties in the town as they are
active in the district.

Qur Staff correspondent
in Khulna reports: Khulna
railway police recovered six

Chinese rifles on Sunday
evening from a compart-
ment of inter-city Rupsha
Express train.

According to Naik
Moslem Sheikh of Railway
police, these six most mod-
ern arms were found in a bag
lying on the bunker while the
train was bound for Syedpur
from Khulna.

A general diray was filed
with railway police station,
Khulna in connection with
recovery of the firearms.
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