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Nikunja (South) Residential Area Welfare Samity and Save the Environment Movement (SEM) form a
human chain at Nikunja gate no. 1 in the city yesterday protesting filling of the Nikunja Lake.

RTI can help eradicate

poverty

Speakers tell discussion

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Right to Information (RTI) Act can be uti-
lised to eradicate poverty along with curbing
corruption in the country, speakers said at a
discussion yesterday.

“The RTI is a law that preserves the right of
common people to know the information that
concerns their lives," said Dr Shamsul Bari,
chairman of the Research Initiatives,
Bangladesh (RIB). "It gives people access to
information, and availability of information
guards people from deprivation.”

The discussion on 'The Experience of
Marginalised Communities in the Application
of Right to Information Act 2009 ' was organised
by the RIB at the Jatiya Press Club in the city.

The RIB chairman said most of the laws
mean to regulate people’s lives and society, but
this very RT1 Act means to monitor government
activities to serve people's interest, and avail-
ability of information slims the possibility of
corruption.

Taking the advantage of the law, a few peo-
ple have already brought changes in their lives
and look forward to see changes in the attitude
of government officials, he said adding that the
spirit should be spread all over the country to
alllevels.

Five representatives from different commu-
nities including ethnic Munda, Beday, Robidas,
Horijon and Rishi shared their experiences at
respective locality while asking government
officers for information.

Drawing examples from their experiences,

they demanded information officers at district
and upazila levels to provide grassroots people
with information.

Lauding the RIB initiative to bring marginal-
ised people up to date with the RTI law, Chief
Information Commissioner Md Zamir said
only formulating a law will not work for the
common people if attitude is not changed.
"Often power and authority hold back informa-
tion from flowing. Implementation of the law
can open anew doorofchange.”

He urged the government, NGOs and citi-
zens of the country to come forward and lend a
hand inimplementation of the law.

Sadeka Halim, one of the commissioners of
the Information Commission, described the
hindrances to full implementation of the law.
She said, "We are going ahead and we can
ensure the supply side but ensuring the
demand side is in the hands of the public.
Above all they should get aware of the legisla-
tion and its utilisation.”

Information Commissioner Abu Taher
emphasised the significance of good relation
between government servants and common
people in the country.

Sohini Pal, senior project officer at the
Commonwealth Human Rights Initiatives,
New Delhi, Aslamshah A Diwan, a RTI activist
in Gujarat, shared their experiences in India
regarding public awareness about the RTI and
its utility.

Information Commissioner Abu Taher and
RIB Programme Officer Suraiya Begum made
their presentations in the programme.
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CANADIAN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

Campus 1, 2 & 3: House # 86, 88, 15, Road # 23, Block - A, Banani.
Campus 4: 200 (NWE), Guishan Avenue,Dhaka-1213.

Tel:

8860306, 9890036, 9899638

Website: www.canadaeducationbd.com

Career with The Baily Star

Data Analyst
RI :

The position of Data Analyst offers a unique opportunity for the right candidate to contribute and grow
within the Business Development and Marketing Department of The Daily Star by providing
professional skills necessary for Data Processing, Data Analysis and Reporting Preparation. The Data
Analyst will utilize data from various internal and external sources and produce reasoned decision
making reports and assessments for the department. The position requires working under strict
deadlines and ability to work on multiple projects, data requests and re-prioritizing as necessary.

ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS AND EXPERIENCE:

» Graduate from Applied Statistics, MIS, Mathematics, Computer Science with strong

analytical capability

» 2 (two) years experience as Data Analyst or related responsibility in a data/analytical
environment with hands on experience in large and complex data modeling and

forecasting.
SKILLS:

» Strong skills in applied statistics including regression, forecasting, modeling and report

preparation

Expert skills in MS Excel, SPSS, SAS Data Modeling, Forecasting and Reporting

Ability to transform data from a variety of sources and formats into acceptable level for
analysis software and spreadsheet analysis as needed. Ability to present analysis

and reports to both technical and non-technical audience

Hands on experience on Complex Data Analysis, Data Modeling, Forecasting, etc
Conduct research and collect data which will help in continual insight development,

trend analysis, etc

Strong communication skills - written and verbal.

Database design and management skills will be added advantage

Well organized and strong people management skills to establish good working
relationship across various internal and external departments

(Jul: requirements may be flexible for highly experienced candidate)

How to apply:

Interested candidates are requested to submit their complete resume with 1 (one) passport size
photo to The Daily Star, 19, Karwan Bazaar, Dhaka 1215 or send your resume to

shahrarshahid@thedailystar.net. Please mention name of the position at the top of envelop or email

subject line.
Last day of application: June 10, 2010

COMMUNITY CLINICS
Guidelines
finalised to
ensure health
service

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government finalised the
National Community Group
Management Guideline yester-
day to ensure health service and
accountability at community
clinics.

The Awami League-led ruling
coalition reintroduced around
10,000 community clinics since
September last year, which
remained closed during the past
BNP-led four-party government.

The guideline was finalised
following a workshop at the
Sasakawa auditorium of the
International Centre for
Diarrhoeal Diseases and
Research, Bangladesh (ICDDR,
B} inthe city.

Representatives from the
health service and family plan-
ning directorates, development
partners and community group
members were present at the
workshop organised by the
Revitalisation of Community
Healthcare Initiatives in
Bangladesh (Community Clinic
Project).

To make the community
clinics effective and accountable,
the commumity groups are a must,
said the speakers adding that each
group will consist of nine to 13
members with the respective
union parishad chairman as the
head ofthe group.

Project Director Makhduma
Nargis of the Community Clinic
Project said the challenges of
running the community clinics
properly are manpower short-
age, lack of coordination among
the health care providers at the
community clinics and bureau-
cratic tangles.

Speaking at the workshop as
the chief guest, State Minister for
Health and Family Welfare
Mozibur Rahman Fakir said it is
not possible to provide health
service to 20,000 people through
a union health complex. So,
reaching the health service to the
doorsteps of the grassroots
people, the government initiated
the community clinicservice.

President of Bangladesh
Medical Association Prof
Chowdhury Mahmud Hasan
and World Health Organisation
representative Dr Frank Paulin,
among others, spoke at the
workshop.

Work for
welfare of
common
people

President urges all
UNB, Brahmanbaria

President Zillur Rahman
yesterday urged all to work for
the welfare of the common
people and build a happy and
prosperous country.

“The aim of my life and
politics is to work for the welfare
of the people. Pray for me so [
can work to this end till the last
day of my life,” he said this while
he was speaking at a gathering
at the local Town Hall.

Zillur, who made his
maiden visit to his maternal
grandfather's home town, said:
“I'll never be able to repay the
love and affection you showed
to me during my early child-
hood here. The lesson I got to
love people and do their wel-
fare still lurks in my heart.”

Paying tributes to the
Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, the president said
Bangabandhu Mujib often
used to say that aim of his
politics is to do people's well-
being. “Let us work for the
well-being of the common
masses and to build a happy
and prosperous country.”

Awami League General
Secretary and LGRD Minister
Syed Ashraful Islam, State
Minister for Liberation War
Affairs Capt (Retd) AB Tajul
Islam and local MP Shah Alam
were present.

New admission system
for varsities on cards

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government has decided, in principle, to
introduce a single admission test for some
public universities in the next academic
session with a view to reducing admission
hassles for the students.

Under the new system called 'cluster
system’, universities will be brought under
various clusters and a single admission test
will be arranged for each cluster of universi-
ties. For example, science and technology
universities will be brought one cluster and
agriculture universities under another clus-
ter. Currently, all the universities arrange
separate admission tests.

Initially, this system would be introduced
for agriculture universities, science and
technology universities and newly estab-
lished general universities.

However, some reputed universities,
including Dhaka, Rajshahi,
Jahangirnagar and Comilla universities
and Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology (Buet), will
not switch to the new system.

A committee has been formed with Prof
Muhammad Zafar Iqbal of Shahjalal
University of Science and Technology as its
head to finalise details of the cluster sys-
tem.

The decision to introduce the new system

came at a meeting of the vice chancellors
(VC) of public universities yesterday, with
Education Minister Nurul Islam Nahid in the
chair.

"We want to ease the admission process
and reduce hassles, thereby saving time of
the students," said Nahid.

Although many universities want to be a
part of the cluster system, it is not possible to
involve all of them right now, he added.

"We don't want to impose anything. You
[vice chancellors] all sit together and decide
how the system can be introduced properly,”
he said.

Many universities have already intro-
duced online admission system, the minister
said and urged all the university heads to
expedite the admission process online.

At the meeting, many vice chancellors
preferred using online admission system
rather than cluster system.

Dhaka University VC Prof AAMS Arefin
Siddique said they have discussed the issue
in the meetings of the universities academic
councils and admission committees and that
most of the teachers do not want to introduce
the new system.

University Grants Commission Chairman
Prof Nazrul Islam and Education Secretary
Syed Ataur Rahman and high officials of the
education ministry were also present at the
meeting.

Defamation
case against
Mahmudur,
3 others

CoOURT CORRESPONDENT

A defamation case was filed
with a Dhaka court yester-
day against acting editor of
the daily Amar Desh
Mahmudur Rahman, its
publisher Hasmat Ali and
two reporters for publishing
a report terming the family
members of state minister
for law Advocate Qamrul
Islam 'razakars'.

Metropolitan Magistrate
AKM Emdadul Huq took the
case into cognisance and
issued summons asking the
accused to appear before it
on June 10.

The reporters are Rakib
Hossain and MA Noman.

Morshedul Islam, youn-
ger brother of Advocate
Qamrul, filed the case with
the court earlier in the day
as the daily published an
item terming the family
members of Qamrul
'razakars' on May 27.
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We all want to be fit enough today, to enjoy the pleasures of tomorrow. That's why every member
of Apollo Health Club gets up to 80% - 90% discount for any accident related treatment. Members
also get a special discount on Master Health Check-up. Anyone aged between 5 and 60 is
welcome to Apollo Health Club. Let your smile last forever.

Facilities for club members:

Standard Club

Silver Club

80% of total cost 85% of total cost
Tk.1,00,000 Tk.2,00,000
Tk.1000 Tk.2000

5% discount on
Membership Fee

5% discount on
Membership Fee

5% discount

5% discount
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The first and only JCI Accredited
hospital in Bangladesh

Apollo Hospitals
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| Plot 81, Block B, Bashundhara R/A, Dhaka-1229, Bangladesh |
| Phone: +880-2-8401661-5, Ext- 1260, Mobile: 01729 076667, 01729 076668 |
| E-mail: mfhossain@apollodhaka.com, msalam@apollodhaka.com |
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Find your own business space

Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim

committed to build the best . . .
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Foundation

at Progati Sharani
The most growing business location in Dhaka...

Green Orlando

Elegant Design
Ready to Handover
Show-room, Corporate Office

an exclusive commercial complex
with modern facilities and ambiences

Chamber, Restaurant etc.
Size : 1000 sft. - 6000 sft.
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