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BB unveils 5-year
plan today

BsS, Dhaka
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The central bank, for the first
time in its profile,
announces today a long-
term strategic plan.

Bangladesh Bank
Governor Dr Atiur Rahman
will unveil the plan, a five-
yearly one, ata city hotel when
some former governors,
eminent economists, busi-
ness leaders and senior bank-
ers will take partin discussion.

Rahman said the plan, a
guideline up to 2015, would
focus more on agriculture,
small and medium enter-
prises (SMEs) and financial
inclusion, which are the
core of the central bank's
reform and development
agenda.

A BB official said the long-
term plan would also
address a stable monetary
policy, speedy automation
and skilled development in
the banking sector.

He said one of the major
objectives of the plan would
be making the banking
sector more resilient to any
crisis that the world experi-
enced recently.
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A sales attendant briefs customers on the features of televisions at a Transcom Digital showroom in Dhaka.
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TV sales pick up

SOHEL PARVEZ
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Electronics retailers have come up
with discount and gift offers to
boost sales, as they expect more
customers will purchase televi-
sions to watch the upcoming FIFA
World Cup 2010 matches.

Depending on the brand and
type of TV, leading retailers have
rolled out discounts ranging
betweenTk 300 and Tk 100,000.

Some retailers also offer gifts
through coupons to lure the
prospective buyers who are inter-
ested in switching to upgraded
televisions like LCD (liquid crys-
tal display) and LED (light-
emitting diode) to get better
picture-quality.

Retailers say they expect to log
high sales for the World Cup foot-
ball tournament that is set to
beginon June 11 in South Africa.

Jafrul Alam Khan, head of busi-
ness of Transcom Digital, said the
company is offering discounts and
lucky coupons. The company sells
Philips LCD televisions. “We want
our brand to reach a higher num-
berofhouseholds.”

Khan said the company sold 438
units of LCD televisions during

World Cup 2006. “We expect our
salestotreble thistime.”

Raziur Rahman, deputy man-
ager of public relations for Singer
Bangladesh, said: “We're giving
many offers because the event
presents a tremendous prospect of
logging increased sales of televi-
sions. A large number of TVs are
usually sold during theWorld Cup."

Singer sells television brands
including Singer, Samsung and
Haier through its 278 outlets in
Bangladesh.

The World Cup is one of the
biggest tournaments and draws a
lot of fanfare among football
lovers of all ages. It also gives
sellers scope to increase sales,
retailers said.

Rahman said the tournament
attracts many first time buyers,
while existing buyers purchase
upgraded versions of televisions
to watch the football matches on
large screens with better picture
quality.

According to operators, the
market for televisions stands at
more than 400,000 units and is
growing around 10 percent a year.
Growth of the sector is mainly
spurred by a rise in per capita
income.

CRT (cathode ray tube) televi-
sions account for a bulk of sales in
Bangladesh due to its relatively
low price, compared to LCD, LED
orotheradvanced versions.

Festivals like the World Cup help
register growth of the market. “It
unleashes an opportunity. If we
place lucrative offers, buyers may
prefer us,” said Mohammad Zane
Alam, deputy marketing manager
of Rangs Electronics, distributor of
Sony televisions.

Mizanur Rahman, director of
corporate communication of
Walton Hightech Industries, said
the company looks to sell 100,000
units of televisions this time.

“Demand has started to pickin
the last one week,” said the offi-

cial ofWalton, alocal brand.

Alam of Rangs Electronics
however said "late sales” might be
affected if any of the two teams --
Argentina and Brazil -- are
knocked outat the quarterfinals.

“In Bangladesh, these two
teams have a large number of
fans. If Argentina loses at the
quarterfinals, our sales may fall
short of our expectations. The
same is true for Brazil.”

sohel@thedailystar.net
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PHILIPS Bluray Player

e Pure aluminum casing with touch-panel controls

o 7.1 Channel Audio Qutput with DTS Master Audio
e DVDVideo up-scaling to Full HD 1080p

e High quality HDMI Cable - absolutely free
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mm BDT 35,500/-
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Investors weigh data as
banks take to new format

SARWAR A CHOWDHURY
Al-Arafah Islami Bank pulls into focus, as the bank
starts trading todaywith changed share face value.

Investors will scan data on banking shares and
the impact of Al-Arafah on the sector, market ana-
lysts said. At least three other banks are waiting in
line to trade with changed face value.

The trade of Aftab Automobiles with a changed
face value set a positive tone for market last week.
And the investors, inspired by good news, moved
to scope out the next.

Aftab Automobiles was the first listed company
that traded with a new face value of Tk 10, denomi-
nated down from Tk 100. On May 24, the first day of
its trade after conversion, Aftab Automobiles rose
as high as 7 percent.

By definition, a change in share face value does
not alter the fundamentals of a company. But it has
a psychological effect, which spurred Aftab
Automobiles last week.

Thanks to denomination, the value of a market
lot comes down significantly and investors can
easily buy shares, meaning demand is on therise.

A market lot means the minimum number of
shares of a company that can be bought or sold on
abourse.

In the case of Al-Arafah Bank, every 50 shares
(market lot for the bank) traded at Tk 974 on May
25, the last trading day for the bank with a previous
face value of Tk 100. It means the value of a market
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lotwasTk48,700.

After conversion to Tk 10 in face value, the price
of Al-Arafah Bank shares hasbeensetatTk97.4 and
the market lot at 250 shares, meaning an investor

will have to pay Tk 24,350 for a market lot. It shows
areduction by halfin the value for each lot.

The reduction in the value of the market lot indi-
cates easy access for retail investors to shares. It fuels
demand and, ultimately, the price.

Md Shawkat Ullah, an investor, said he bought
shares of some companies that announced their
decisions to change face value fromTk 100 to Tk 10.

"Even with the change in share face value, the
fundamentals of a company will remain the same,”
said Salahuddin Ahmed Khan, professor of finance
at Dhaka University.

Investors will have an easy access to shares, as
the market lot gets smaller, which means they will
have to invest less than before in the market lot.

The Securities and Exchange Commission is
trying to make investors aware that the face value
change has nothing to do with a company's funda-
mentals.

“From the theoretical point of view, any remark-
able change in the market price of shares for such
change is also not logical. Therefore, investors
should take their investment decisions based on a
properjudgment,” the SECsaysin aweb posting.
sarwar@thedailystar.net

Beacon launches
drug for hepatitis

STAR BUSINESS DESK

Beacon Pharmaceuticals has launched
a drug for hepatitis B and C, the com-
panysaid in a statement yesterday.

The drug, Peginterferon, will be
priced at less than half of the imported
products of the same category, the
company said.

In the world, one in every 12 people
is infected with hepatitis, according to
Beacon. The prevalence of the disease
in Asia and Africa is 15 percent, higher
thanin the rest of the world.
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a savings account for senior citizens

www.mutualtrustbank.com
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Mutual Trust Bank Ltd.
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Buy PHILIPSLCD T

V and win 46" PHILIPS LED TV...

Offer: 65,000 | | World Cup Offer: 75,000 World Cup Offer: 165,000 World Cup Offer: | 7 0,000
HD Ready 720p Full HD 1080p 100 Hz Clear LCD Full HD 1080p Full HD 1080p (100 Hz) Perfact Pbas! HD Engine Full HD 1080p Full HD 1080p (100 Hz) Pixel Plus HD Engine
Digital Crystal Clear Engine 50000:1 Contrast Ratio S00000:1 Contrast Ratio Digital Crystal Clear Engine 80000: 1 Contrast Ratio S “aﬂ'ﬂtﬂwn Digital Crystal Clear Engine 80000: 1 Contrast Ratio 28.9 Billion Color Processing
30000:1 Contrast Ratio 5 ms Response Time 3 ms Response Time 30000:1 Contrast Ratio 3 ms Response Time ;Dﬂ i 1 énntmst Ratio 30000:1 Contrast Ratio 3 ms Response Time 50000: 1 Contrast Ratio
8 ms Response Time 28.9 Billion Color Processing Pixel Precise HD Engine 8 ms Response Time i s Hes.punse Thiss 8 ms Response Time 5 ms Response Time
Ambilight Spectra
% AR b2 7% 7 5 / \ Ambllight Spectra N AN RS J

Offer available on other models also.

Additional Combo Offers on all LCD TVs with 32"+ screen sizes:

Add BDT 4,900 for a HDMI DVD Player (Model: DVP-3360/RSP: BDT 8,100)

Add BDT 21,000 for a Blu-ray Player with HDMI cable (Model: BDP-7500/RSP: BDT 35,500)
Add BDT 25,000 for a 1000W Home Theater System (Model: HTS-3373/RSP: BDT 29,900)
Add BDT 6,500 for a 7" Digital Photo Frame (Model: SPF-2007/RSP: BDT 8,900)

HDMI DVD Player

=

Blu-ray Player

Home Theater System Digital Photo Frame

® 2 Years Panel + 5 Years Service Warranty ® Free Professional Installation (worth Tk. 10,000)
N

(Why Philips LCD TV?

®Full HD display at best price ®World's fastest LCD panels with completely judder
free video ®World's highest 17-bit color processing engine ®Integrated worldclass
.\videa processing engine ®Fantastic for Blu-ray movies and latest game consoles Py

Take home a Philips LCD TV at )
Tk. 4,167/- per month* through
Standard hartered InstaBuy
scheme. (Installment payment
available at 0% interest.)

1

Take home a Philips LCD TV at
Tk. 6,250/- per month* through
BRAC Bank PayFlex scheme.
(Installment payment available at

am = < PHILIPS

*Conditions Apply. Offer valid till stocks last. *Minimum confirmed gifts are Mug + T-5hirt + Thermal Flask® Purchase is voluntary

natH =Wl Philips is the winner of the Best LCD TV (2009-2010)  Perfect Oh o W "Dk
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think electronics... think O DIGITAL
For more information: B8855386-8, 01712 s8685483
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