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Did you know?

The King Fahd Causeway is a cau

Zam (75 1) wide
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and was built using 350

seway connecting Saudi Arabia and Bahrain. The four-lane road is 28 km (1

000 m., (3,800,000 sq 1) of concrete along with 47,000 metric tons of re

The fascinating world of constructio
Brought to you by

) BSRM

n....l_._.- our

@The Baily Star

With specific models of Whirlpool Refrigerator:

&g
<

nel
d@ﬁg_ﬂ(\* Free Whirlpool
20

Microwave Oven worth

Tk.6,900

£EEE
- |
Unbelievable Savingup to Tk.17.600

TRANSCOV

. UDIGITAL

Trusted Electronice Hetailaer
For Morea Information: BBE553686-8, 01712 885483

Another crushed
by reckless bus

Road blocked, 4 buses burnt in
N'ganj over the death

OuRr CORRESPONDENT, Narayanganj

Police said Hossain Ali, 28, a worker of SB

Angry garment workers yesterday put up barri-
cades on the Dhaka-Narayanganj Link Road for
two hours after a co-worker was crushed to

abus at Bhuigarh in Narayanganj.
They vandalised and set fire to four buses of

Setu Paribahan. On information, fire-fighters
rushed to the spot and brought the fire under

death by

control.

Traffic movement on the link road remained

suspended for over four hours from 9:00am.
Tension between garment and transport

workers arose in the area over a rumour about
the abduction of a bus driver and a helper by

garment workers.

Transport workers blocked the link road
with vehicles from 11:00am to 1:00pm.

DEATH OF STUDENT
Buet In
mourning

DU CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology
(Buet) observed a day of
mourning yesterday in mem-
ory of Samrat who was killed
by a bus in the capital on

Thursday.
Teachers, students and offi-

cials of the university
SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

OnlinePoll v/

Do you think following the
detained JMB chief's
confession about the outfit's
well capable military wing, the
law enforcers should rethink
their strategy to eliminate
the militants?

O Yes mmmmsn  (73.6%)

ONo == (22.6%)
O No Comments § (3.8%)

Total votes: 725

Which form of coal mine would
you support in Barapukuria?

Please cast your vote at
www.thedailystar.net

Prayer Timing

May 30

Azan |Jamaat
Fajr 4-05 4-40
Zohr 12-45 1-15
Asr 5-00 5-15
Maghrib 6-43 | 647 |
Esha 8-06 | 8-35 |

Source: Islamic Foundation

Knitwear Ltd, who was on his way to workplace
from house, was hit by a bus of Setu Paribahan
while crossing the road at 8:30am. Ali suc-
cumbed to his wounds on the way to Dhaka

Medical College Hospital.
As the news of his death spread, several

thousand workers of SB Knitwear Ltd took to

the streets atabout 9:00am in protest.
Transport leaders and police held a meeting

with labour leaders to settle the issue. But it

failed to pacify the workers.
Agitating workers putup barricades on thelink

road. Lawenforcersforcefully cleared the road.
But a crisis surfaced after the rumour about

abduction of a bus driver and a helper by gar-
ment workers spread in the area. A section of
SEE PAGE 15 COL 1
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Garment workers vandalise bus at Jaalkuri in Narayanganj yesterday in protest of the death of a fellow worker.

PHOTO: COURTESY

Zia's death
anniversary
today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

BNP observes the 29th death
anniversary of its founder and
late president Ziaur Rahman
today.

The party and its associate
organisations have taken a 10-
day programme to observe the
day.

Zia, who founded
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) in 1978, was assassinated

SEE PAGE 15 COL 8

OATH OF 2 JUDGE-APPOINTED

Law minister ignores
JS body prescription

Goes abroad without resolving the crisis

ASHUTOSH SARKAR

Law Minister Shafique Ahmed has
not yet met President Zillur
Rahman to resolve the swearing-
in crisis of two High Court judges
ignoring a proposition of a parlia-
mentary body.

At a meeting on May 24, the
parliamentary standing commit-
tee on Ministry of Law, Justice and
Parliamentary Affairs asked the
law minister to meet the president within three

days to resolve the matter.
Shafique Ahmed, however, left for Kampala -

Shafique Ahmed

- capital of Uganda -- yesterday
for aweek to join a seminar.

The crisis over swearing-in of

Ruhul Quddus Babu and M
Khasruzzaman has not been
resolved in 48 days since their
appointment as High Court
judges on April 11 by the presi-
dent.

Till yesterday, neither the chief

justice administrated them the
oath nor the government

cancelled their appointment.
Although the law minister was present at the

SEE PAGE 15 COL 5

Extortionists
shoot 2

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Criminals shot two construction workers and stabbed another
in two separate incidents at Senpara Parbata in the city's Kafrul

yesterday.
The injured Mohammad Ujjal Miah, 20 and Anju Miah, 25,

are construction workers of Sun City Developers Ltd while Abdul

Wahab, 25, is a security guard of a real estate firm at Senpara

Parbata. Theywere rushed to Dhaka Medical College Hospital.
Ujjal said a gang of around five armed extortionists intruded
SEE PAGE 15 COL 8
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INDIAN TRAIN CRASH
No report of
Bangladeshi
victim yet

Bss, Dhaka

No Bangladeshi was yet found
among victims of the train
crash in India's West Bengal as
rescuers recovered more
bodies yesterday in their
desperate search with fears
that the final death toll could
exceed 150, officials said.

"So far body of no
Bangladeshi has been found
as the rescuers continued
their search,” Press Minister of
Bangladesh High Commission
in New Delhi Enamul Haque
Chowdhury told BSS.

He said Bangladesh's
deputy high commission in
Kolkata was in constant touch
with the Indian Railway
authorities and the West
Bengal government since the
accident and "we will let you
know if any Bangladeshi is

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7

From poor to beggars

Aila turned their livelihood upside down

PORIMOL PALMA,
back from Gabura, Satkhira

The seven-member family of Sabut Ali
lived fairly well before the cyclone Aila hit
the southwest coast on May 25 last year. Ali
used to work as a day labourer and his son
ran a small grocery. Besides, he had
another source of income from his 41-
decimalland leased out to shrimp farmers.

Now members of the family remain
unemployed. Fifty-year-old Ali's land in
Shora-9 union in Gabura is still under
water. The shrimp farms he used to work
with were washed away. And his 22-year-
old son Hafizur Rahman is jobless as his
grocery was completely destroyed.

"l now try to catch crabs and some-
times collect fire wood in the
Sundarbans. But I do not dare to enter
the forest always because of robbers,
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who often extort and even kidnap peo-
ple,” said Ali of Shyamnagar in Satkhira.
The entire family now runs on about

Tk 600 they can manage per week.
They used to receive rice under the

Vulnerable Group Feeding programme
for the first seven months after the
cyclone, but then it stopped.

"I have not gone through such hard-
ship in my life. We did not have a good
meal for so many days,” Ali told this
correspondent.

Theyalso struggle to stay in the house,
which goes under water twice a day at
high tide because the damaged embank-
ment is yet to be repaired. They did not
get any space on the embankments to
live in and returned to the wrecked house
aweek after the cyclone,

Sattar Fakir, 35, another Aila victim in
Kholpetua village, said he used to fish,

but now there is very little fish in the river.
He gets rice under VGE but that is inade-
quate.

"Even we do not have enough fire-
wood to cook food. We cook food only
once and eat it through the day,” he said.

Unable to cope with such hardships,
many have already migrated to Jessore,
Khulna, Satkhira sadar, Gopalganj and
even in the Chittagong Hill Tracts, he
noted.

According to unofficial estimate, over
a lakh people left homes for jobs in the
cities and towns.

The poor like Ali and Fakir living
either in house or on the embankments
face the similar fate. An unofficial esti-
mate says over three lakh people in
Shyamnagar and Ashashuni in Satkhira
and Koira and Dakope in Khulna live in

SEE PAGE 15 COL 8
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At school-going age, a girl is catching fish for a living at Aila-hit Gabura union in Satkhira. Since the cyclone struck the area in May last
year, most of the locals have remained unemployed.

PHOTO: ANISUR RAHMAN
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Export Import Bank of Bangladesh Limited
www.eximbankbd.com
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