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Concerted efforts needed to stop
sexual harassment

Speakers tell workshop

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a workshop yesterday said
concerted efforts of trade unions, employ-
ers, law enforcement agencies and media
can help stop sexual harassment of women
atworkplaces.

Alliance forWomen and Children Rights
(AWWR) with the support of International
Labour Organisation (ILO) organised the

vorkshop on “Role of the media to address

gender equality and sexual harassment of
women at workplaces” at National Press
Clubin thecity.

Prof Ishrat Shamim, chairperson of
AWWR, said sexual harassment at
vorkplaces has negative impact on produc-
tivity of women workers that ultimately
affectsadversely the national growth.

She said the concerted efforts of the
members of trade union, employers, law
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celebrating Gulf Air's next sixty years

enforcement agencies, representatives of
print and electronic media as well as people
from all walks of life can prevent sexual
harassment from all spheres of sociallife.

TI M Nurunnabi Khan, programme
officer of ILO, said their organisation has
been working with the governments, own-
ers and trade unions around the globe to
ensure a decent working environment for
both menand women.

Abdul Quayum, joint editor of the
Prothom Alo, said it is time to turn
around and stand together to ensure
gender equality and combat sexual
harassment at workplaces and also in all
spheres of our life.

He said media should play more
proactive role in disseminating authentic
information in ensuring gender equality
and combating sexual harassment at
workplaces.
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lights in the region

Guilf Air flies to more Middle East destinations, more often,
than any other airline. Add in our great low fares, and you've
got more reasons than ever to fly Gulf Air.
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Shah Hussain Imam, associate editor of
The Daily Star, said it has been almost a
hundred years of observing the
International Women's Day and about 25
years has passed after the ratification of
CEDAW. But how far the gender equality has
beenachievedisin question.

He said though quite a number of
women are working in various sectors
in Bangladesh, it is important to
include them in the policy and decision
making process. Women will be able to
contribute more at home and work-
place as well as society if their contribu-
tion is recognised.

Farzana Shahnaz Majid, member secre-
tary of AWWR, in her presentation said
women's participation in workforce has
increased than ever before. But they are still
facing discrimination that needs to be
addressed collectively.

Book reading
programine,
cultural
contest
launched

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A book reading programme
and cultural competition, 'Citi
Agameer Alo-2nd phase’, was
launched yesterday with a
view to improving reading,
writing and communication
skills of students across the
country.

The Bishwa Sahitya Kendra
and Citibank NA Bangladesh
in association with Citi
Foundation have jointly
organised the programme.

The programme has been
taken to promote reading
habits among the children,
thereby enlightening them,
because without reading
books, none can be enlight-
ened, said Bishwa Sahitya
Kendra President Prof
Abdullah Abu Sayeed at a
press conference at the
National Press Club yester-
day.

He also stressed the need to
encourage the children to
participate in cultural activi-
ties to help them grow as big-
hearted human beings.

Abrar Anwar, head of
Bangladesh Global Corporate
of Citibank, NA Bangladesh,
formally launched the
programme at the press con-
ference and said the bank has
undertaken the programme to
help foster the talents of the
children.

Around 10,000 students
from 75 schools in Tangail,
Chandpur and Sherpur will
take part in the book reading
competition and around
3,000 students from 50
schools in Dhaka city will
participate in the cultural
competition.
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Emergency Hotline: 10678 | | Appointment: (02)-8845242

Info Chittagong: 01713-064555 [ I Sylhet: 01713-047461

Bogra: 01713-229988 | | Khulna: 01713-489191
info@apollodhaka.com | | www.apollodhaka.com
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sagroup N The first and only Joint Commission

. International (JCI) Accredited
Apollo Hospitals hospital in Bangladesh
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