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Clockwise (from top-left):
Entrance to the poet’s
mausoleum; mausoleum of
the National Poet; mural of
the poet with an inscription,

Nazrul Convention ‘10

Civic reception for Ferdousi Rahman

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Noted singer Ferdousi Rahman was hon-
oured at a civic reception for her contri-
bution to popularising the songs of the
National Poet. The reception programme
vas held on May 23 at the Main Audito-

rium of the National Museum, Shahbagh.
The reception was a part of the eight-
day programme “Nazrul Shammelan '10"

-- celebrating the 111th birth anniversary
of the poet -- organised by Nazrul Acad-
emy. Nazrul exponent Sohrab Hossain
handed over a crest to Rahman at the
event.

“Crests are symbolic, love and admira-
tion of music enthusiasts is the greatest
achievement of my career,” said the vet-
eran singer after receiving the award.

“Inspired by my father (legendary
singer Abbasuddin), I dedicated myselfto
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Ferdousi Rahman (2nd from right) with dignitaries at the reception.
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Onjoli Loho Mor

music. [ didn't expect any return,
although, I believe I received more than
what I gave.”

In her speech, the seasoned singer also
urged the government and organisations
such as Nazrul Academy and Institute to
come forth and further popularise his
songs. She also suggested providing
opportunities to young Nazrul singers.

Dr. Nashid Kamal read out the keynote
paper, titled "Abbasuddin O Kazi Nazrul
Islam Shokhyo" at the programme.,

The event was presided over by Nazrul
researcher Dr. Rafiqul Islam. Among
others, Khalid Hossain, principal, Nazrul
Academy; Mintu Rahman, general secre-
tary of the academy and the poet's grand-
daughter Khilkhil Kazi spoke at the
programme.

The day's cultural event was also held
at the venue. Members of the academy
and noted Nazrul signers performed at
the programme. The musical session
started with a group rendition of
“Shundor Otithi Esho.”

Khalid Hossain, Fatema-tuz-Zohra,
Shahin Samad, Ferdous Ara, Nashid
Kamal, Yasmin Mushtari and Yakub Ali
Khan, among others, sang at the
programme.

06:25

Baanshi Bajay Key

Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue,
Shahbagh intersection; a
Nazrul poem on terracottia,
with a missing tile, near the
Vice Chancellor’s residence,
Dhaka University campus;
Nazrul Mancho (stage) at
Bangla Academy; the room
in which Nazrul stayed at
Bardhaman House, Bangla
Academy.
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Studying Nazrul

ZAHANGIR ALOM

As part of their academic syllabus, stu-
dents of all eight departments, under
four faculties of the Jatiya Kabi Kazi
Nazrul Islam University (JKKNIU) have
to take the course 'Nazrul Studies’. This is
a unique feature of the university's cur-
riculum.

The course 'Nazrul Studies' highlights
the life and selective masterpieces of
Nazrul, along with the goals and ideals of
JKENIU. Ten poems including “Bidrohi,”
“Shrishti Shukher Ullashey” and

“Daridro”; ten songs; two dramas “Eid"
and Gulhaglcha two translations
“Rubaiyat-I-Omar Khaiyyam” and
“Rubaiyat-I-Hafiz"; three essays
“Jugabani,” Rajbondir Jaban Bondi and
“Jadi Aar Banshi Na Bajey” of Nazrul with
educational philosophy are compiled
from his creations for the course.

Is this course enough to grasp the
genius that was Nazrul?

“The genius of Nazrul is larger than
life. The course is a precursor to the won-
derful world of Nazrul. We want to work
towards becoming a complete Nazrul
research institute,” said Professor
Shamsuddin Chowdhury, Dean, Faculty
of Arts and the Chainman of the depart-
ment of Bangla, JKKNIU.
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Professor Shamsuddin Chowdhury, a
Nazrul enthusiast and activist is also the
Proctor of JKKNIU who leads all the
cultural activities in the university.

“The people of Bangladesh have
placed Nazrul in their hearts. No
national days, festivals and events go
without Nazrul. This university chalks
out elaborate programmes marking
the poet's birth and death anniver-
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sary,” he added.

Professor Ahmed Sharif once said,
“Religion split the subcontinent, people
demarcated their political boundary but
no one could divide Nazrul.”

The magnanimity of Nazrul is in fact
found in his words. We also expect the
image of the university to be embellished
with extensive research works on
Nazrul'slife and literature.
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Jatiya Kabi Kazi Nazrul Islam University in Trishal, Mymensingh.
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