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Kiwis crush
Lankans

AFP, Fort Lauderdale

New Zealand beat 5ri Lanka by
28 runs in the first of two
Twenty20 matches on
Saturday as international
cricket made an historic
attempt to break into the
American market.

However, the format's
reputation as a carnival of
brutal power-hitting suffered
on a slow, lifeless pitch at the
20,000-capacity Central
Broward Regional Park

Stadium at Lauderhill.

New Zealand struggled to a
modest 120-7 off their 20 overs
before Sri Lanka were bowled
out forjust 92.

SCORESIN BRIEF

NEW ZEALAND: 120 for 7in 20
overs (B McCullum 18, Taylor
27, Vettori 21 not out; Mendis
2-18)

SRI LANKA: 92 all out in 19.4

overs (Sangakkara 17,
Mathews 27; Mills 2-17,
McKay 2-20, Styris 3-10)
Result: New Zealand won by
28 runs.

Man-of-the-match: Scott
Styris.

Afridi's yes
to Tests

AFP, Karachi

Pakistan's dashing all-
rounder Shahid Afridi said on

Saturday he would end his
self-imposed exile from Test
cricket, saying he was now
ready to play the longer form
of the game for his country.

"l am ready to play Test
cricket because [ feel that my
country needs me... and in this
time of need I would not let my

team and the country down,"
Afridi told AFP

Citing family commit-
ments in 2006 after playing the
last of his 26 Tests, against
England in Manchester, the
30-year-old had scored 1,638
runs, five centuries and took
47 wickets in Test matches.

"My father was ill and my
family wanted more attention
from me so I was mainly
focusing on the shorter forms
of the game, but now we have
to play sixTests in England and

my team needs me, so I am
available," said Afridi.

Shuvo, Rasel
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of Shuvo, in the space of 25
balls after adding 49 for the
third wicket.

That brought in-form
ChadwickWalton to the crease
and he, along with Brendan
Nash, made sure the West
Indians recovered well from 74
for four when they came
together. Nash and Walton
added 106 for the fifth wicket
with both reaching half-
centuries, but it ended when
the wicketkeeper-batsman
became Shuvo's third victim.
Walton's counter-attacking 70
came off 95 balls and included
seven boundaries and three
sixes.

Shuvo picked up his fourth,
that of Imran Khan, and took
the catch to dismiss Shane
Shillingford that gave Rasel his
third wicket.

But Bangladesh A could not
remove the Australian-born
Nash who remained unbeaten
on 74 along with Gavin Tonge.

Nash's 169-ball innings
contained just six boundaries
but it made sure West Indies A
still had three wickets in hand,
coming into the second day.

Apart from the day's two
heroes, Mahmudul Hasan

bowled a good 19-over spell,
although he went wicketless.

SCORESIN BRIEF

WEST INDIES A: First innings
230-7 in 84 overs (Nash 74%,
Walton 70; Shuvo 4-81, Rasel
3-38).

Stand against

FROM PAGE 17

"It [football] is a baby of you
and you should not kill it," he
told the footballers.

Salahuddin also said that
he was twice asked by his club
officials to give up matches to
save the opponents from
relegation, but he strongly
opposed and urged the
booters to take such bold
stance to save the sport as well
as themselves.

Meanwhile, Sheikh Russel
player Mohammad Yousuf,
who dislocated his collarbone
during the final match of the
South Asian Games football
event in Dhaka in February,
left here yesterday for India to
have a surgery.

Bittersweet
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Daily Il Giornale instead pic-
tured Mourinho waking up
Sunday morning and realizing
that moving to Real Madrid --
with whom he confirmed he
will hold talks -- would not be
a good idea after all, telling
himself: "I have to remain at
Inter, because that would be
the true Special One gamble."

PHOTO: STAR

A Rahmatganj defender (L) is trying to hold back Arambagh striker Alfaz Ahmed during their
Bangladesh League encounter at the Bangabandhu National Stadium yesterday.

SPORTS REPORTER

Grand Master (GM) Enamul Hossain Rajib and
FM Mehdi Hasan Parag both earned full two
points to share the lead along with other 44
players in the 2nd SCS International Open
Grand Master Chess Tournament that began
Saturday at Bhubaneswar in India.

FM Minhazuddin Ahmed Sagar and FM
Mohammad Javed have 1.5 points each. FM
Abu Sufian Shakil, Debaraj Chatterjee,
Abdullah Al Saif, Hafizul Islam Chapal and Md.
Kawsar Ali Eti bagged one point each.

In the second round yesterday, Parag beat
GM Anuar Ismagambetove of Kazakhstan, Sagar
drew with GM Maletin Pavel of Russia and Javed
drew with IM Ashwin Jayaram of India.

Razib beat Arjun Tiwari, Saif beat Satarudra
Das, Chapal beat FM Mitrabha Guha, Eti beat
Somu Gorai.

A total of 249 players from 13 counfries,
including 34 GMs, three WGMs and 27 IMs are
taking part in the event.

SIXSEASONS CHESS

The first round games of the Six Seasons
International Chess Tournament were held
yesterday at Nayarangaj Club Limited
Auditorium.

In the first round, WFM Shamima Akter Liza
drew with FM Joydeep Dutta of India, Enkhtuul
Altanulzii of Mongolia beat Nida Mishraz
Siddiqui of Pakistan, Sharmin Sultana Shirin
lost against FM Syed Mahfuzur Rahman Emon
of Basir Memorial. Seven players from India,
Mongolia, Pakistan and Bangladesh are partici-
pating in the event. The event is being heldina
double round-robin League system and
International Woman Master norm is up for
grabs from this event. Second round games will
starttoday at 10 am at the same venue.

UNDER-16 CRICKET

BKSP and Sylhet will face each other in the final
of the Standard Chartered Young Tigers Under-
16 National Cricket competition after both
teams earned first innings leads in drawn semi-
finals yesterday.

BKSP nearly beat Rajshahi North by an
innings but the northerners held on to a face-
saving draw after the sports institute made a
mammoth 335 for seven in the first innings at
the City Club Ground in Mirpur.

Rajshahi were first bowled out for 164 and
then were 105-8 when the second and final day
was called to a close.

Liton Kumar Das earned the man of the
match award for his unbeaten 146 while Rafsan
Al Mahmud also impressed with a four-wicket
haul and 79. For Rajshahi North, only Bayezid
Hamid showed substance, scoring a half-
century in the firstinnings.

At the Dhanmondi Cricket Stadium, Sylhet
took a first innings lead when they scored 256-8
in reply to Chittagong's 130. The port city boys
were 72-2 in the second dig.

Sylhet's Rahatul Ferdous turned in a stun-
ning all-round show, capturing five wickets and
scoring a hundred. He was given the man-of-

the-match award.

SCHOOLKABADDI

Haidar Ali High School beat Sher-e-Bangla
Nagar High School 82-56 with five lonas in the
Standard Chartered National School Kabaddi
Championship at the Kabaddi Stadium in
Paltan yesterday. In the other matches, Shahid
Nabi High School beat Ali Ahmad High School
61-45, Ansar VDP High School thrashed
Khilgaon Govt. High School 53-17 while
Jatrabari Ideal High School handed a 65-24
defeat to Nawabpur High School at the same
venue.

Colly, Broad rested
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Middlesex's Steven Finn, who
made his debut on that tour,
also comes in to the side and
could play as a third seamer.
Finn has been in impressive
early-season form with his
county, cashing in with 14
wickets in his first
Championship outing of the
season against
Worcestershire. His develop-
ment came on in leaps and
bounds following his last-
minute call-up to Bangladesh,
and his height and pace could
prove essential in Australia
this winter.

"We were encouraged by
Steven Finn's Test debut in
Bangladesh during the winter
and he has had a fine start to
the domestic season for
Middlesex," said Miller. "He is
aware of what is involved at
the international level and,
along with Ajmal Shahzad,
who has also made a bright
start to the countyseason after
touring Bangladesh over the
winter, offers us a great deal of
depthinthe bowling ranks."”

Despite his important role
in the World Twenty20 tri-
umph, Broad's omission
could probably be justified on
the grounds of form alone. Of
all England’s seamers, he was
the one who struggled the

most to make headway on
Bangladesh's flat surfaces,
and his once-promising bat-
ting has gone backwards to
such an extent that Tim
Bresnan and Graeme Swann
have both leapt ahead of him
in the all-rounder stakes.

A break could be just the
thing to rejuvenate him, and
as Miller explained: "There's a
need for Stuart to undertake
an intensive strengthening
programme ahead of an ardu-
ous summer and a busy winter
and the next three weeks have
been identified as the ideal
period for this programme.”

Collingwood, however,
presents a trickier case to the
England management, not
least because, as a trophy-
winning captain, he is sud-
denly something of a draw-
card for arguably the first time

World Cup this winter, but
only if his body is capable of
taking the strain of two high-
intensity campaigns. For
several seasons, he has been
dogged by a shoulder problem
that is likely to require surgery
at some stage in the near
future, and though questions
will be raised as to why;, in that

case, he was allowed to play for
Delhi in the IPL, the new tro-
phyinthe ECB's cabinet might
g0 some way towards answer-
ing that.

Bresnan's big-hearted
efforts in Bangladesh were
backed up by a display of
unexpected nous and talent in
the World Twenty20, and he is
sure to get a chance to lead the
line in a home international,
and present his credentials as
a long-term Test No. 7.
Collingwood's absence also
gives Jonathan Trott an oppor-

in his career. Furthermore, asa
player who has spent most of
his Test career with question-
marks over his place in the
side, he is unlikely to take
kindly to the notion of being
rested when he is in arguably
the best Test form ofhis career.

Flower, however, is nothing
if not a pragmatist, and he
knows that Collingwood's
dour grit will be invaluable in
both the Ashes and the 2011

tunity to prove he's recovered
from the crisis of confidence
that gripped him in South
Africa.

SQUAD

Andrew Strauss (captain),
James Anderson, Ian Bell, Tim
Bresnan, Alastair Cook, Steven
Finn, Eoin Morgan, Kevin
Pietersen, Matt Prior, Ajmal
Shahzad, Graeme Swann,
Jonathan Trott.

Mourinho sets his
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And an emotional Mourinho

added through tears: "I feel
great sadness, in my profes-
sional life I try to be as cold as
possible.

"I've entered into Inter's
history, [ don't want to speak
much because if I do I'll cry
andldon'twanttodo that.

"l want a different chal-
lenge in my career, now is the
time to decide. What's
important for Inter is that
(president Massimo) Moratti
and (captain Javier) Zanetti
stay.”

"1f a new life starts for me,
it will be here. Inter is an
option but Real is a greater
option. But I ask for respect
for me and for Inter. I need a
little time."”

Mourinho's players,
celebrating an historic treble
of Serie A, Italian Cup and
Champions League titles, are
resigned to himleaving.

"Unfortunately it's true,”
said Zanetti. "The coach is

leaving. This victoryis his.

"The next coach will find a
great group that's ready to
fight on all fronts and we
hope we'll be able to win with
him aswell."

Even Moratti admitted
that Mourinho's time at the
clubisup.

"Of course it's a sad night
as Mourinho is leaving but
['m extremely grateful to him
because he's made us win so
much and gave us the belief
we could win in Europe.

"Now there's no need to
want too much, we've won
the cup and now we'll see
who succeeds him.
Mourinho is unforgettable.”

Mourinho follows Ernst
Happel and Ottmar Hitzfeld
as a member of the select
band of coaches to have won
the Champions League with
two different clubs.

Happel lifted his first
European Cup with
Feyenoord, 2-1 winners
against Celtic in 1970, and

claimed a second 13 years
later when Hamburg over-
came Juventus 1-0.

Hitzfeld steered Borussia
Dortmund to the 1997 title
when they caused an upset
in beating Juventus 3-1
before masterminding
Bayern's 2001 defeat of
Valencia, 5-4 on penalties
afteral-1draw.

Both Happel, with Bruges
against Liverpool in 1978,
and Hitzfeld, thanks to
Bayern's dramatic 1999
reverse against Manchester
United in Barcelona, experi-
enced setbacks in European
Cup finals before their sec-
ond triumphs.

Bayern coach Louis Van
Gaal, whose Ajax team were
downed by Juventus in 1996,
is the seventh coach to lose
two European Cup finals.

Marcello Lippi, defeated
with Juventus in 1997, 1998
and 2003, is the only coach to
finish on the losing side in
three finals.

Hashim, AB
propel SA

AFP, North Sound

Hashim Amla and AB de
Villiers scored hundreds as
South Africa defeated West
Indies by 66 runs in their rain-
affected first one-day interna-
tional on Saturday.

Amla anchored the top half
of the South African batting
with 102 from 109 balls, and de
Villiers kept the momentum
going with the same score
from 101 balls, as the Proteas,
put in to bat, reached 280 for
seven from their rain-reduced
48 overs on a slow Vivian
Richards Cricket Ground
pitch.

South Africa then dis-
missed West Indies, who had
been set a Duckworth/Lewis
target of 288, for 215 in 44.1
overs to clinch a 1-0 lead in the
five-match series, which
continues on Monday at this
VETILE.

Morne Morkel was the
most successful South African
bowler with three wickets for
40 runs from eight overs, while
Dale Steyn, Ryan McLlaren,
and Johan Botha collected two
wickets apiece.

SCORES IN BRIEF
SOUTH AFRICA: 280-7 in 48
overs (De Villiers 102, Amla
102; Bravo 3-40)

WEST INDIES (chasing D/L
target of 288): 215 all out in
44.1 overs (Gayle 45, Pollard
44: M Morkel 3-40)

Result: South Africa won by 66
runs.

Man-of-the-match: Hashim
Amla.

Raina sees
it as an
opportunity

CRICINFO

Suresh Raina, India's stand-in
captain for the tri-series in
Zimbabwe, has said the tour is
"an excellent opportunity” for
the younger players selected
in place of resting or injured
seniors to stake a claim for a
regular spot in the national
line-up.

"It's nice that the seniors
wanted a break and the
selectors took the positive
step of picking such a young
side," Raina told the
Telegraph. "Indeed, one is
thankful to the board.”

Raina was named captain
for the tournament, and Virat
Kohli his deputy, after the
selectors decided to rest
regular captain Mahendra
Singh Dhoni, Sachin
Tendulkar, Gautam Gambhir,
Virender Sehwag, Zaheer
Khan, Ashish Nehra,
Harbhajan Singh, Yuvraj
Singh and Praveen Kumar.

No pools for
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"The main pool at the complex
still belongs to the federation
and they have appealed for the
practice pool for another
month and we are considering
allotting it to them in a positive
frame of mind," Anwar said.

"However, they broke the
terms and condition of the
previous contract after not
clearing the electricity bills
worth Tk 13 lakh and we are
seriously thinking about it,"
added Anwar.

BSF general secretary

Shaheen, however, said that
they had some financial crisis
and already gave two install-
ments of their electricity bills.

Kuznetsova cruises

AP, Paris

There's something about
playing her first match as the
defending champion at a
Grand Slam tournament that
brings out the worst in
Svetlana Kuznetsova.

Back in 2005, Kuznetsova became the first
reigning champion to bow out in the opening
round at the US Open. On Sunday, returning to
the French Open as last year's title winner, the
Russian player appeared to be heading to
another surprising loss, dropping the first six
points and first three games against Sorana
Cirstea of Romania.

And then, suddenly finding the target with
shots that had been spraying out of control,
Kuznetsova reeled off nine consecutive games,
putting together a 6-3, 6-1 victory to move into
the second round at Roland Garros.

Afterward, the sixth-seeded Kuznetsova said
her quick exit in New York five years ago "defi-
nitely was in my mind,” and acknowledged that
she had not been ready to defend her title at
that time.

Nowadays, though, the 24-year-old Russian
considers herself more prepared to do what it
takes to succeed in a place where she's already
won, to shrug off the pressure of being the
previous year's champion.

“1 have my trophy at home,”
said. "Nobody can takeit.”

This hasn't been the best of seasons for her.
Kuznetsova arrived in Paris having gone 1-3
on clay, and with an overall mark of 8-9 in
2010, the only top-10 player with a losing
record.

Notthat she was too concerned.

Asked after Sunday's victory whether she was

Kuznetsova

questioning herselflately, Kuznetsovalaughed.

“l don't doubt ... my tennis,” she said. "I
would look very stupid (winning) two Grand
Slams and doubtingifI can play tennis.”

Still, Kuznetsova did not look all that tal-
ented for the first 12 minutes against Cirstea,
who is ranked 34th and reached the French
Open quarterfinals last year. Kuznetsova dou-
ble-faulted to fall behind 2-0, then put a back-
hand return into the net to trail 3-0.

Then, with the score 3-1, Cirstea went up 40-
love on her serve.

“That was a key moment. [ should have
stepped it up a little bit more and I didn't,”
Cirstea said. "She was down, so she had to
change a little bit. She went more for her
shots and they went in, and I guess that was
my mistake: I should have been more aggres-
sive.”

From there, Kuznetsova smacked a fore-
hand winner, followed by consecutive return
winners off second serves en route to break-
ing Cirstea, who noted later: "It can turn so
fast.”

Indeed, it did. Whereas Kuznetsova was
broken in her first service game of the match,
she won 12 of the next 15 points on her serve.
Whereas Kuznetsova lost the match's first two
points that lasted at least 10 strokes, she won
the next 10 points of that length.

“She played good when she had to,” Cirstea
said.

Next up for Kuznetsova is 4l1st-ranked
Andrea Petkovic of Germany. They've split their
previous two matches.

Petkovic beat Elena Vesnina of Russia 4-6, 6-1,
6-4 Sunday, collecting herself after letting a 5-1
lead in the third set shrink to 5-4, a development
the German described in the frankest terms.

“Itwas hard-core choking,” said Petkovic.

Milito shoots Inter to glory
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Wesley Sneijder tried his luck
with a 40-yard free-kick which
skimmed off Altintop's head
but goalkeeper Hans-Jorg Butt
was alert to punch clear.

Robben had an opportu-
nity with Inter bodies around
him but he hurried it and shot
embarrassingly off target.

Milito's first goal on 35 min-
utes came against the run of
play and from a defensive lapse
as Inter targeted the fragile heart
of Bayern's defence.

Goalkeeper Julio Cesar
punted the ball upfield and
Milito held off Martin Demi-
chelis to flick it on to Sneijder.

The Argentine forward
then turned and left his com-
patriot on the wrong side of
goal before taking Sneijder's
return pass and exploiting the
gap behind Demichelis to clip
the ball over Butt.

Inter should have scored a
second before the break when
Milito dragged Demichelis out
of position again, wide left this
time and played in Sneijder
through the middle but the
Dutch playmaker shot straight
at Butt.

If the nervy and cautious
first half was a disappoint-
ment, the start of the second
quickly made up for that.

From the kick-off Bayern
opened up Inter thanks to a
flick by Olic to Altintop, who
then slipped in Thomas Muller
but he overstretched as he
shotand hit Cesar's legs.

A minutelater Samuel drove
out of defence, played the ball
to Goran Pandev and he played
it out to Milito who cut inside

TOP SCORERS

8 Lmnﬁl Messi (Barce-

Van Buyten and pulled the ball
back for Pandev but the
Macedonia forward's left-foot
curler was tipped over acrobat-
ically by Butt.

Lucio then took an
unecessary risk in his own box
and put Maicon in trouble
with the full-back losing the
ball to Altintop who shot
narrowly wide.

Sneijder had a couple more
free-kick chances but shot
over with the first and Butt
easily saved the second.

Up the other end Esteban
Cambiasso headed a high
bouncing Muller effort off the
line before Cesar made a one
handed save to stop a Robben
inswinger from wide right that
was heading for the top corner.

Samuel then made a couple
oftimely blocks to deny Muller
as Bayern pressed.

But Milito settled the
match 20 minutes from time.

He beat Van Buyten one-
on-one, dropped a shoulder
before stroking the ball home
past Butt with aplomb for his
sixth goal in the tournament
thisseason.

Diego's tryst with destiny
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Raising the bar to that height
does not entirely torpedo the
claims to sporting immortality
of Johan Cruyff, a success as
player and coach at Barcelona
ageneration before Messi.

But those who stand at the
apex of the sport -- including
Pele, Beckenbauer and
Maradona himself -- all have
World Cup winners' medals in
their collections.

Maradona already knows
that Messi is his key ingredient
but he also appears to have
well-developed ideas about
therest of the recipe.

An impressive 1-0 friendly
win in Germany in March was

built upon a defence featuring
four centre-backs in Nicolas
Otamendi, Martin Demichelis,
Walter Samuel and Gabriel
Heinze, and Maradona says he
intends to stick with this defen-
sive formula.

Captain Javier Mascherano
will shield the defence, with
veteran Juan Sebastian Veron
slightly further forward and
flying Benfica winger Angel Di
Maria stationed on the left.

Newcastle United's Jonas
Gutierrez is likely to perform a
largely defensive role on the
right flank, with in-form Real
Madrid striker Gonzalo
Higuain -- scorer of 27 league
goals last season -- complet-

ing the outfield line-up.

Argentina face South
Korea, Nigeria and Greece in
Group B and it was against
Greece at the 1994 World Cup
that Maradona coincidentally
scored his last international
goal, before earning aban fora
positive drug test.

The fact that Manchester
City's Carlos Tevez, Inter
Milan's Diego Milito and
Atletico Madrid's Sergio
Aguero cannot be assured of a
starting place demonstrates
the enviable depth of resources
atthecoach'sdisposal.

As Maradona insists, they
will "fear no-one”.
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