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Cabinet members receive Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at Hazrat Shahjalal International
Airport in the city, as she returned home early yesterday ending her six-day visit to South
Korea and Malaysia.

ONE YEAR OF CYCLONE AILA

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Journalists from home and abroad who
covered the devastation of cyclone Aila
yesterday called for immediate recon-
struction of the damaged embankments
in the affected areas and ensuring reha-
bilitation of the survivors.

The cyclone struck the country's
coastal districts of Khulna and Satkhira
on May 25 last year, leaving 190 people
dead and thousands destitute.

Expressing serious concern over the
grave humanitarian crisis prevailing
there, they said one year has passed since
the victims have been enduring extreme
sufferings from the lack of adequate
food, water and shelter on the embank-
ments, buttheir fateisyetto be changed.

Apart from leading measurable lives,
the emotions of the survivors in the

affected areas became numb with voic-

ing their demands to the journalists,
government and non-government
agencies for the last one year, they said,
expressing resentment at the slow pace
of reconstruction work of the damaged
dykes.

The journalists made the remarks ata
launching ceremony of a compilation of
reporters’ testimonies on the sufferings
of the Aila-hit people in one year at the
Jatiya Press Clubin the city:.

Fifteen journalists working in differ-
ent national and international newspa-
pers, television channels and news
agencies gave their eyewitness accounts
in the testimony and looked into the root
of the trouble through a set of write-ups
from personal perspectives.

The testimony is published by
Bangladesh Consortium of the
Emergency Capacity Building (ECB)
project which includes five international

NGOs -- Oxfam, CARE, Catholic Relief
Service, Concern Worldwide, World
Vision and Save the Children -- in collab-
oration with Campaign for Sustainable
Rural Livelihood (CSRL) to mark one
year of sufferings of the Aila-hit people.

Manjurul Ahsan Bulbul, chief execu-
tive officer and the editor in chief of the
Boishakhi Television, and Dr Mihir Kanti
Majumder, secretary to the ministry of
environment and forest, unveiled the
coverofthe testimony.

Mihir said repairing the dykes or
raising their heights is not the only solu-
tion, increasing the capacity and raising
voices in the international arena is also
important.

He stressed the need for involving the
community people in the reconstruction
and maintenance ofthe dykes.

Mihir said the government has
planned for afforestation in the 7,000

Survivors still cry for adequate
food, safe water, rehabilitation

kilometres of costal embankments in the
country as the dykes which are sur-
rounded by trees were less destroyed by

thecyclone.

"We have changed the afforestation
policy to this end,” he said, adding the
work of afforestation would be done with
the involvement of the community
people.

Bulbul said, "We've to set our priori-
ties first and then go forremedy as per the
priorities."

Urging the media to do more follow-
up stories on the aftermath of Aila to put
pressure on the government, he hoped
that the testimony would shake the
policy makers.

Ziaul Haque Mukta, member secre-
tary of CSRL, said the publication is the
first of their series of programmes
marking the one-year of the cyclone.

Death anniversary
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Hartal aimed at creating

Today is the
68th death
anniversary
of Dr Kazi
Abdus
Sattar, a
renowned
physician
and political personalityin the
subcontinent, says a press
release.

Dr Sattar, a leader of Indian
Congress and first Muslim
medical scientist in this sub-
continent, was born in 1875 at
Kalkini thana of Madaripur.
He played active role in anti-
British movement and
Khelafat Andolon.

On the occasion, a milad
mabhfil will be held at his resi-
dence at Gopalpur village of
Kalkini thana.

Prof Dr Zohra Kazi was her
daughter.

Golam Rasul Mallik
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Today is the 4th death anni-
versary of Golam Rasul Mallik,
a freedom fighter, founder and
chief editor of Eastern News
Agency (ENA), says a press
release.

On the occasion, a

Qurankhwani will be held at
his residence after Zohr

prayers.

Prof Azgar Ali
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Today is the
7th death
anniversary
of Prol
Azgar Ali, a
Language
Movement
veteran and
former president of Khilgaon
Welfare Society, says a press
release.

On the occasion, a milad
mabhfil will be held at the Matir
Mosque in Khilgaon residen-
tial area in the city.

Relatives and admirers are
requested attend the
programme and pray for
salvation of the departed soul.

instability: AL

DU CORRESPONDENT

The main opposition BNP has resorted to
'destructive’ political programme like hartal as
part of its conspiracy to create instability in the
country, Awami League leaders said at a rally
yesterday.

The BNP is also trying to save its "political
collaborators' who were involved in the crimes
against humanity in 1971, by announcing
hartal programme, they added.

But no conspiracy against the trial of war
criminals would succeed, AL presidium mem-
ber Motia Chowdhury said as the chief guest.

The people of the country will reject the
hartal, she added.

The city AL organised the rally at
Bangabandhu Avenue in the city in protest
against what they said were falsehoods of
Khaleda and BNP's conspiracy to foil develop-

ment process and democracy.

Joint General Secretary of AL Mahbubul
Alam Hanif said BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia
does not want that the war criminals stand trial
and so, she is now openly speaking againstit.

Khaleda announced the hartal so that the
trial of war criminals as well as the trial of cor-
ruption cases against her two sons -- Tarique
Rahman and Arafat Rahman Koko -- are not
held, he added.

The AL leaders also strongly criticised the
BNP chairperson for not producing electricity
during the tenure of her government and for
passing the buck on the present government.

City unit leaders vowed to resist the hartal
along with the people.

State Minister for Law (Qamrul Islam and city
AL general secretary Mofazzal Hossain
Chowdhury Maya also spoke at the rally pre-
sided over byits acting president MA Aziz.

PHOTO: STAR

Paribesh Bachao Andolon and Green Belt Trust stage a demonstration in front of the National Press Club in the city yesterday
demanding formation of a constitutional commission to recover the occupied rivers, canals and wetlands.

UNB, Dhaka

Thundershowers likely

UNB, Dhaka

today.
Met Office said.
over the country.

5:13am tomorrow.

degrees Celsius at Srimongal.

in some major cities and towns yesterday were:;

Rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary gusty
or squally wind is likely at many places over Chittagong and
Sylhet divisions and at a few places over Rajshahi, Dhaka,
Khulna and Barisal divisions in next 12 hours as of 6:00pm
Moderately heavy to heavy falls are also likely at places,
It said day temperature may fall by 1-3 degrees Celsius
The sun sets in the capital at 6:37pm today and rises at

Country's highest temperature 32.0 degrees Celsius was
recorded yesterday at Khulna and Satkhira and lowest 20.5

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded

Putting highest priority on energy and power sector in
the upcoming budget, a former finance adviser said that
the government might not be able to implement the big
Annual Development Programme (ADP) of around Tk
38,500 crore.

In an exclusive interview with UNB at his residence
at Uttara in the city, Dr Mirza Azizul Islam also identi-
fied transportation, agriculture, water resources, rural
development, health, education and extension of
social safety net as the other priority sectors for the
budgetoffiscal2010-2011.

He also demanded reactivating the Regulatory
Reforms Commission.

The former adviser opined that the next budget size
of over Tk 130,000 crore is rational, as there is a need for
more public expenditure in infrastructures including
power, transportation, health, education and agricul-

City/Town Temperaturein Humidityin ture.

Celsius _ percentage “The public expenditure in Bangladesh is less than

Max Min  Morning Evening the other countries proportionate to the GDB" he said.

Dhaka 27.5 22.0 93 83 But about the ADP size of around Tk 38,500 crore, he
Chittagong 31.5 24.4 79 79 said that itwould not be possible to implement the ADP
Rajshahi 31.0 21.0 89 87 as the amountis too large -- a big jump from the current
Khulna 32.0 24.0 82 92 fiscal.
Barisal 29.0 23.2 98 91 Mirza Aziz said that the size of ADP in 2008-09 fiscal
Sylhet 25.4 222 98 91 was Tk 25,600 crore, which was increased to Tk 30,500
Cox's Bazar aLh 24.2 95 93 crorein the current fiscal.

“The ADP was later revised to Tk 28,500 crore but I

doubt the ADP implementation won't cross Tk 24,000
crore in the current fiscal as the implementation rate is
48 percent till March.”

He cited two reasons -- administrative weakness
and lack of trust -- as the major barriers towards full
implementation ofthe ADP.

To enhance the implementation capacity, he
emphasised shortening the time for issuance of work
order and more seriousness among the secretaries and
other subordinate officials.

The former adviser also stressed increasing the
monitoring capacity of the Implementation
Monitoring and Evaluation Division (IMED).

About the projection of GDP growth rate at 6.5
percent, he said it is not impractical, but there is a need
to ensure adequate supply of gas and electricity. “It
might be achievable if there is no major natural calam-
ity.”

About the government's recent move on rental
power plants without tender to cope with the energy
and power crisis, he said there will be fiscal burden from
macro-economic point of view. “But there will be out-
putlossifthe government can't provide electricity.”

He, however, viewed that an important factor could
be at what price the government would buy electricity
from the rental power plants.

The purchase from rental power plants should be for a
limited period of three years and ultimately there is a need
togoforsettingup permanent power plants, hesaid.

Mirza Aziz also emphasised further improving the

Give highest priority to energy, power
in next budget: Mirza Aziz

power management system, saying that system loss
was brought down to 6 percent in December 2008 from
20 percent during 1997-98.

On the government target to contain inflation at
around 6.5 percent, he said the inflation might reach 7
percent butitwilllargely depend onworld market.

“Itis very difficult to contain inflation with domestic
measures as a portion of most of the products is
import-dependent,” headded.

On the current budget's special feature of Public
Private Partnership (PPP), he said the provision should
be there butits guidelines should be finalised as soon as
possible.

“The government could make project portfolio for
PPP implementation with necessary guidelines men-
tioning the number of projects to be taken and in which
sectors.”

About the much-debated provision for whitening
black money, the former finance adviser strongly
opposed the facility citing three reasons - less effective,
gives wrong signal and discriminates the honest tax-
payers.

About the proposed tax on capital gains, he sug-
gested that it should prevail not only in the capital
market but also in respect of other capital gains such
asland and house.

He, however, said if the capital gain tax is imposed
for the first time the rate should remain within five
percent so that the general investors would not feel
pressure.

.--‘.'.- .:_-.,
A%

"?*T*-‘a

TG & T Tt Frwt TS, B T TR

=I=]
-

BTG (BT : HdvY

EN MAR "\%

A4 @qﬁwmﬁmwcmmmﬁmﬁmwwnm 3¢ T Y (T 2050 32 SIRTAA W45 FI (VA I A
. (92) ¥4 ?Ifﬁlfﬁ GG 2T FE erFHeitad Tejifie HEE  ae TBEED
SR BIGl (FC AU (FLHS (DO AL FACS AT 1 |

G| |ﬁ‘ ?-?EE‘I |
BT fﬁf“'fﬂ ¢ &ifeq LTiqoig FJF A0S 204 |

fafra-c @ie e fir
2Te1S 79 Frwidia uaEs 3 IfeeEs (re)/arel/aEags afesHs) AN F0Fd (OOF AT F41E 0 2G|

qeey et (@0 @

SEE) :' CR

Hef#(B farmidf @

R0d0 HAER «ﬂvr«smﬁr (BRI

: AT WSS SF HCHEH (9, NS, GIF |
Sifdd: Wo ( Y030 AR~ TGP ¥F: FFE dozoo f: SR &zt FFE 52900 f:

RS Y AW (STE R

gwle 41 29 |

NG

Wa -¢ & I\ <)

A @G FCS 70 | @SEE=Ta & @ &9 & fre g =

bbr-o-br800809

.org.bd,

arycollege.org.bd

=

juccnmaryc ollege

I (N IS

F-50, &if© 7, FfTe, o, BIF-3235 |

(F: bb-0-Ur85385-Y, (WAIR4: 0)9¢000058¢-5, FIIA

fo(a)c

In

|
web:www.queenm

-Mmal

K

A= S+ IR 8

SEGA ZAMAL FOUNDATION TS fScifers @36 afSsiw |



