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Painting and
Installation

Exhibition

Title: “Save Our Trees-
Save Our Planet”
Artist: Gulshan Hossain
Venue: Goethe-Institut,
H-10, R-9, Dhanmondi
Date: May 3-24

Time: 10am-8pm

2010

Mational Museum

Shahbagh
Date: May 18

International
Museum Day

Organiser: Bangladesh

Venue: Main Auditorium,

Photography
Exhibition

Title: Rural Exodus
Venue: Alliance

Francaise de Dhaka, 26,

Group Art Exhibition
Venue: Saju Art Gallery,
D.C.C Market, Gulshan-2
Date: May 7-June 6

Time: 10am-8pm

Bangladesh National Museum,

Time: 6:30 pm onwards

Mirpur Road,
Dhanmondi

Date: May 28-June 12
Time: 5pm-8pm

draw to an

AMANUR AMAN, Kushtia
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A discussion and cultural programme were
held in Kushtia on the occasion of the birth
anniversary of Tagore and the Initiation Cere-
mony of the newly elected committee of Ban-
gladesh-India Friendship Society (BIFS)
Kushtia district unit on Saturday evening.

Information and Cultural Minister Abul
Kalam Azad addressed the discussion as chief
guest, while High Commissioner of India to
Bangladesh Rajeet Mitter was present as spe-
cial guest.

BIFS, Kushtia district unit organised the
programme held at Kushtia district Shilpakala
Academy hall.

Professor M. Alauddin, president of BIFS
Kushtia district unit also Vice-Chancellor of
Islamic University, Kushtia presided over the

Rabindra celebrations

end

programme.

The other discussants included former Vice
Chancellor of Dhaka University Professor A. K.
Azad Chowdhury, eminent lawyer Barrister M.
Amir-ul-Islam: Mozaffar Hossain Paltu; Subir
Kushari and Kushtia Municipality mayor Md.
Anwar Ali.

Amirul Islam, General Secretary of BIFS
Kushtia unit, delivered the welcome address.

In his speech, Minister Abul Kalam Azad
recollected the contributions of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and Indira Gandhi,
late Prime Minister of India, for their initiative
in the formation of the Bangladesh-India
Friendship Societyin 1973.

Azad expressed the hope that the relation-
ship between the two countries would grow
stronger through such occasions.

A cultural programme was held where
Tagore artistes held centre stage.
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The five-day Rabindra Festival (Rabindra
Jayanti) concluded in Pabna on Wednesday
night. The Jativa Rabindra Sangeet Shammilon
Parishad Pabna had organised the festival in the
district headquarters, to mark the 149th birth
anniversary of the Nobel Laureate. The conclud-
ing day's programme featured a discussion,
cultural programme and a film on Tagore.
Director General of Bangla Academy,
Mohamad Shamsujjaman Khan, spoke as the
chief guest in the discussion. President of Jatiya
Rabindra Sangeet Shammilon Parishad, Pabna,
Ranaish Maitra, chaired the concluding day's
programme while noted educationist Professor
Mohammad Nurunnabi; Tagore artiste,
Mainuddin Nazim; secretary of Pabna district
unit of the Parishad Mohammad Abdul Matin
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Khan spoke on the occasion.

The speakers exchanged views about the
splendour of Tagore's literary works.
Rabindranath has enriched Bangla literature
on a global scale. In competition with western
modern poets, Tagore presented heroic cou-
plets and classicism in his writing. He often
faced criticism from western writers but finally
he was honoured by all of them, they said.

They went on to assert that Tagore's literary
works focused on entire mankind. His writings
inspired contemporary writers too.

The speakers urged the younger generation
to realise the value Tagore's literary works and
learn from them. Tagore's classical writings are
amodel for all age groups, theyadded.

Later, the artistes gave music and dance
performances, along with poetry recitation.
The artistes of RSPP performed in the cultural
programme.
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“I was born in Purana Paltan
Lane on July 15, 1953. [ grew
up and spent my childhood
there. Pulana Paltan back
then was a very different
place. There were a few build-
ings and a lot of fields, where
we used to play; there were a
few ponds around as well. I
remember my brothers
teaching me to swim in the
ponds. Back then there was
also a canal in Purana Paltan.
On the other side of the canal
was Bidyamandir School. The
morning shift was for the
girls. During the day shift at
Dhaka Collegiate School I
used to have my classes
there,” says seasoned actor
Raisul Islam Asad.

“I was admitted to Class II
at Dhaka Collegiate School.
My full name was
Asaduzzaman Mohammad
Raisul Islam. During admis-

“We saved money to buy kites”...

Raisul Islam Asad

sion, the person in charge
showed his surprise at my
lengthy name. [ couldn't give
an answer. Thus from that
point my name was short-
ened to Raisul Islam.

“Every day | remember
crossing the canal to reach
school.”

Any fond memories?
“Within a year, Dhaka Colle-
giate School was shifted to
Sadarghat. In the beginning
my nana (maternal grandfa-
ther) used to walk me to
school. After a while, I started
going on my own. One of my
favourite pastimes then was
flying kites as it was a very
popular sport among young-
sters. We used to walk home
regularly from school to save
money to buy kites and other
related equipment. My
friends came from different
parts of the city; some from
Tantibazar, Shakhari Bazar,
Gandaria, Sutrapur and other
places.

Sharing a frightening
experience Asad says, he had
a narrow escape from kid-
napper during childhood.

“It was like any other day.
My sister Nurjahan and I
were playing in the garden.
Suddenly a person came and
called us. We were very
young and thinking that the
person could be one of our
relatives, we went with him.
After walking for a while, he
suddenly grabbed my sister
and took her earrings and
then ran away. Realising
what had just happened,
both of us got very scared.
For a moment we even lost
our sense of direction and
started crying. Finally we
were able to find our way
home.”

“l have so many fond
memories of my childhood
that it will take ages to
recount them; but they are
some of the finest moments
inmylife,” concluded Asad.

Born to dance

Getting to know Sunita Mahothra

KAVITA, New Delhi
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In a penury stricken family;, it is unlikely
thata girl child can get veryfar. An excep-
tion to this rule is the plucky Sunita
Mahothra, the daughter of a mason in
the Delhi Jal Board and a housewife.
Today she is a rising star in the dance
firmament of India and specialises in
Bharatnatyam. “Yes, this dance form is
very difficult and requires a lot of prac-
tice. I am fortunate to have a dedicated
teacher, Guru Chandramani, at the Bal
Bhavan in New Delhi, where I now take
classes,” says Sunita, who has just com-
pleted her Class X Board exams.

Among Sunita's achievements is
her participation in national and
international level concerts. In 2008
she performed at a national level
performance on Ambedkar Jayanti in
the presence of President Pratibha
Patil at the prestigious Vigyan Bhavan.
The same year, she took part in a con-
cert organised by Ryan's International
School. She had the rare fortune of
performing alongside 21 children

Sunita in the splendour of dance.
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Africa, Australia, USA and China. “I
have made many friends in the course
of my performances,” says Sunita.
How did such an amazing success
story come about? According to
Gayatri Kapani, headmistress of Vidya
Bal Vihar, where Sunita received her
primary level education, she started
out by performing Bharatnatyam at
school functions. “Once when she was

performing at the Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) Delhi, at the
Founder's Day of Vidya, which runs
primary education classes, bridge
education along with a number of
women's welfare programmes,
Vidya's executive board member Mala
Goel and her husband Mohit Goel, an
IT entrepreneur and consultant,
witnessed her dance performance. He
was so impressed by her talent that he
said he would like to sponsor her
dance classes and education. When
she became a student of Kendriya
Vidyaylaya, he sponsored both her
dance classes and her tuition classes
in maths and science. This arrange-
ment continues.”
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One performance stands out in
Sunita's memory and reveals her
immense talent as a dancer at tender
age. She recalls that in a Rajasthani
folk dance last year, she reluctantly
played the part of a "horse”. It was a
difficult role as the costume was very
heavy and the gheriayan (frills)
weighed her down. Meanwhile when
she went on stage she forgot her steps
and as the other children went
through their rehearsed movements,
she just kept whirling around in circles
in a completely improvised fashion. To
her surprise, the audience applauded
loudly and came backstage to congrat-
ulate her. Her Guru also said that she
was excellent in her role as a "horse”
and her movements fluid and sponta-
neous.

Now Sunita aspires to develop her
dance skills at the Chennai-based
Kalakshetra, a prestigious dance and
music institution. However, in the
long run, she also wants to pursue a
course in Mass Communication
from a good media school in Delhi.




