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JS committee chief defends
power deals without bidding

STAR BUSINESS REPORT
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The government's decision to go for
rental power contracts with two com-
panies without bidding was meant to
mitigate an acute power crisis immedi-
ately, said a parliamentary standing
committee chairman yesterday.

Shubid Ali Bhuiyan, chief of the par-
liamentary standing committee on
power, energy and mineral resources
ministry, was responding to criticism on
the issue from Shamsuzzaman Dudu,
anadviser to the BNP chairperson.

"Attaining energy security is the
government's priority. And for that we
went for two rental power contracts
without bidding. This was done only to
provide power at the quickest possible
time,"” Bhuiyan said.

"We are trying hard to produce more
power using both conventional and
unconventional methods, such as
suspending fertiliser production to

save electricity. Also, we have moved
toward solar power," he added.

Bhuiyan was speaking at a seminar
"Fossil Fuel, Independent Economy
and National Budget 2010-11", organ-
ised by the Equity and Justice Working
Group, Bangladesh at the National
Press Club in Dhaka.

The government had signed contracts
with British Aggreko to install 200MW
power units in Khulna and Ashuganj, and
with local Desh Energy to build a 100MW
unitin Siddhirganj by August.

Bhuiyan said the new steps to build
power plants and import electricity
from neighbouring countries would
take more time to get results. "We will
get positive results by next year."

He also stressed the need to go for
alternative energy sources, including
solar power.

Quazi Kholiquzzaman Ahmad,
chairman of Palli Karma-Sahayak
Foundation, said it is not immediately

possible to solve the power crisis.

"The country's major target is to
attain food security and water security,
but it cannot be achieved unless we
have energy security,” he said.

He emphasised the need to develop
a holistic energy policy by integrating
all potential energy sources, including
renewable ones.

In his keynote paper, Syed Aminul
Hoque, researcher of Equity and
Justice, said the country lacks an
integrated energy policy, which holds
back the energy sector.

"Foreign investments in the country
have come down 48 percent in the July-
December period of current fiscal year,
due the severe energy shortage,” he
said. "Now it's time for the government
to look for other sources, such as

renewable energy.”

He suggested the government go for
a massive campaign to create aware-
ness on arational use of energy.

Supro suggests implementation
of district-wise budget

STAR BUSINESS REPORT
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The government should start framing
and implementing district-wise bud-
get with the objective of ensuring
decentralisation and peoples’ partici-
pation, speakers at a discussion said
yesterday.

They said the budget preparation
process is centralised and is dominated
by bureaucrats, which bars effective
participation of people and their repre-
sentatives.

“Deccentralisation is needed for
framing and implementing budget. For
decentralisation, the government's
desire and commitment is required,”
said MM Akash, a professor of
Department of Economics at the
University of Dhaka, at a pre-budget
discussion at the Cirdap auditorium.

Motahar Hossain, state minister for
primary and mass education, Shawkat
Momen Shahjahan, chairman of the
parliamentary standing committee on
agriculture ministry, Mirza Fakhrul
Islam Alamgir, BNP's senior joint secre-
tary general, Mahmudur Rahman
Manna, former organising secretary of
Awami League, and Mahmudur

Rahman Manna, and AKM Jahangir
Hossain, former state minister for
textiles, also spoke on the occasion.

The discussants suggested
increased budgetary allocation for
local government bodies.

They observed that expenditure
performances of the grassroots level
bodies such as upazila are better than
government institutions.

Sushasoner Jonny Procharabhizan-
Supro (Campaign for Good Governance)
organised the programme.

Supro demanded that the govern-
ment prepare the budget for the fiscal
year 2010-11 with higher allocation in
education, health and agriculture
sectors.

It expressed concern over gradual
privatisation of education system,
which limits the rights of poor and
marginalised groups to education.

It suggested the government take
steps to keep prices of education
materials within the purchasing
capacity of poor families. The
organisaion also demanded invest-
ment of at least 6 percent of GDP in
education in line with government
promises.

Focusing on health sector, Supro
said it remains neglected with man-
power shortage crippling the sector.

Stressing a national consensus on
economic and national issues, Fakhrul
Islam Alamgir said public expenditure
should be increased in education,
health and agriculture sectors.

“Once there was perception that
public expenditure should be kept
lower. Today;, it is quite clear that public
investment should be enhanced to
facilitate development,” he said.

Alamgir said agriculture should
receive higher subsidy to ensure
food security. The senior leader also
emphasised technical and voca-
tional education to develop human
resources.

But, he said, budget should be
framed based on a long-term develop-
ment perspective instead of short-term

goal.

AKM Jahangir Hossain said an
increased pariticipation of lawmakers
in budget preparation process is
needed.

“The role of lawmakers in budget
preparation islimited.”
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Seated from left, Hosne Ara, director for agriculture, Dr Md Kamal Uddin, director general of Bangladesh Jute Research
Institute (BJRI), and Shahroz Jalil, acting general manager of Katalyst, pose at a deal signing ceremony in Dhaka recently.
Katalyst and BJRI will now work together to disseminate retting technologies to jute farmers.

Bangladesh reluctant to import

wheat from India: Official

BsS, Dhaka
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India has allowed exports of four lakh
tonnes of wheat to Bangladesh, but the
government here is reluctant to import
Indian wheat due to higher-than-

international market prices.

"India has lifted a ban on wheat ship-
ments for some countries including
Bangladesh, but we would not buy it as
the rate is not similar to prices in other
wheat exporting countries such as
Director
General of Food Ahmed Hossain Khan

"

Russia, Turkey and Ukraine,

told the news agency yesterday.

Bangladesh usually buys wheat
through international tenders and bid-

ders settle for lower rates.

India exports wheat under FOB (free
on board) rate, which is a bit-risky, he

said.

"But the CIF (cost,

risk-free and cheap.”

insurance and
freight) rate for wheat import is relatively

Under the FOB system, cost and risk
are divided between the seller and the
buyer at the ship's rail. But the seller pays
the costs and freight charges of bringing
goods to the port of destination under the

CIF system.

In line with the FOB rate, the price of
Indian wheat will be over $300 a tonne,
but from Ukraine, Russia and Turkey
under CIF rate, it is no more than $257,

Khan said.

imposing it.

seas shipments.

On April 1, India's wheat stocks soared
more than seven times the target to 30.8
million tonnes. India has allowed 50,000

India, the world's second-biggest
producer of wheat, banned exports of the
grain in early 2007 but lifted the restric-
tion for a few days in July 2009 before re-

On Thursday, India allowed exports of
400,000 tonnes of wheat to Bangladesh by
part-lifting a three-year-old ban on over-

Australian
food festival

kicks off today

STAR BUSINESS DESK

A five-day Australian Food
Festival kicks off at Radisson
Water Garden Hotel in
Dhaka today, according to a
statement from the hotel.

The announcement was
made at a press conference
at the hotel yesterday, where
Andre A Gomez, general
manager, Saeed Ahmed,
director of sales and market-
ing, and Kai Uwe Klenz,
executive chef of the hotel,
were present.

Damien Tansing, a visit-
ing chef from six-star
Palazzo Versace Hotel on
Australia's Gold Coast, was
also present.

"Guests can choose food
items from the a la carte,”
Gomez said. The food festi-
val is open to all until May

tonnes for export to Nepal in February. 20.
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STAR
AB Mirza Md Azizul Islam, former caretaker government finance adviser, speaks at a pre-budget discussion,organised by the

daily Prothom Alo, at its office in Dhaka yesterday. From left, Mustafa K Mujeri, director general of Bangladesh Institute of
Development Studies, Syed Manzur Elahi, also a former finance adviser, and Mustafizur Rahman, executive director of Centre
for Policy Dialogue, are also seen.

Roundtable identifies power
crunch as main problem

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

A roundtable in Dhaka yesterday iden-
tified the energy crunch as the coun-
try's main problem.

The speakers pointed to the fact that
the industrial units go without power
for 10 hours every day, impacting nega-
tively the export sector.

The discussion on 'what budget we
want: economic situation and the role
of media' was organised by the daily
Prothom Alo atits office.

A suggestion came that the next
budget should award special privilege
to the industrial units having their own
power plants.

The participants also pointed to the
human resource development issue,
which remainsin a sorry state.

They think this is also turning acute
after the energy shortage.

Dr AB Mirza Azizul Islam, former

finance adviser to a caretaker govern-
ment, Syed Manzur Elahi, a business-
man and also a former adviser to a care-
taker government, Mustafa K Mujeri,
director general of Bangladesh Institute
of Development Studies, Mustafizur
Rahman, executive director of Centre
for Policy Dialogue, Matiur Rahman,
editor of the Prothom Alo, and Abdul
Quayum, joint editor of the newspaper,
took part in the discussion.

Shawkat Hossain, the daily's joint
news and business editor, moderated
the meeting.

Mirza Azizul Islam said though
the economic situation is not alarm-
ing, it is not optimistic either. He
feared GDP growth will not exceed
5.5 percent this fiscal.

On power shortage, he said, “There
is scope for improvement in power
management.”

Although 1,177 megawatt of electricity

was expected to be added to the national
grid this fiscal year, many say that increase
in demand for power is contributing to the
severeload-shedding.

He suggested the government focus
more on human resource development.

Syed Manzur Elahi identified the
power crunch as the major hindrance
to investment.

Referring to the BNP's long march
threat from Wednesday, he said,
"Whatever you do -- long march or any
other thing -- please keep the roads
open. Hartal and siege programmes
send bad signals."

Mustafa K Mujeri said the next bud-
get must be investment-friendly.

Mustafizur Rahman said, “In other
countries wealth is redistributed
through budget every year, but our
country is an exception. Income
inequality is increasing, investment is
notincreasing that much.”
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Cools down

the hottest

of the heat
even 55°
celsius

We have conquered the scorching heat of the Middle

Eastern desert sun and we have cooled the hottest sun
of the Sahara in Africa. And now we want your home
and office to be cooled by the worlds leading cooling

innovations from Zamil. And with Cooline Airconditioners,

it is about cooling and beyond.

Cooline ensures minimum electricity costs through E2
Climax, purification of the air reudcing the level of airborne
dust and bacteria through lonizer and environment friendly
operations through Eco-Friendly. An affordable, healthy
cooling solutions, engineered to give you peace of mind
and optimum comfort in the most extreme heat conditions,
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: Abarani Engineering Limited

DHAKA: MAIN SALES CENTER:13, B.B. NATIONAL STADIUM MARKET, TEL: 9555564, MOB: 01716767336, YEAMIN ELECTRONICS: TEL:
9556313, NEW BUSHRA ELECTRONICS, MOB: 01920763190, TALUKDAR ELECTRONICS: MOB: 01911928919, MOLLA TREDERS: BAITUL
MUKARRAM SUPER MARKET, TEL: 9550398, INTERNATIONAL ELECTRONICS: TEL: 9566790. 5.R. TRADING: B.B AVENUE, MOB:
01819222073, COSMIC ELECTRONICS: SHAMOLY, MOB:01911582284.ISLAM ELECTRONICS: DHAKA CANT.MOB: 01746610240.ELECTRO
JUNCTION: MOGHBAZAR, TEL:9345040. NEW JAPAN ELECTRONICS: BASHUNDHARA CITY, MOB: 01730199779. REDSUN ELECTRONICS:
MOHAMMADPUR, MOB: 01714095000. NEW JACKIES ELECTRONICS: DHANMONDI, TEL: 8127064. HOME ELECTRONICS: MIRPUR-01, TEL:
8011442, TOPS ELECTRONICS: BASHABOO, MOB:01711788469. NEW BENGAL: NAVANA TOWER, GULSHAN-1, TEL: 8818788. F. ALAM
ELECTRO WORLD: GULSHAN-BADDA, TEL: 9899179. ELECTRO GOLD: RAMPURA, TEL:8332521. SAYED ENTERPRISE: KHILKHET, MOB:
01715011714, AC BAZAR: UTTARA, TEL: 8952651, CIRCUIT ELECTRONICS: UTTARA, TEL-8958449, ELECTRO HAAT: FARIDABAD, MOB:
01711826507, SAVAR: UNIQUE ELECTRONICS: BAZAR ROAD, TEL 01720555928. NARAYANGONJ: A.B. TRADERS: B.B. ROAD, MOB:
019192007863, NORSINGDHI: THE GENERAL ELECTRONICS: SADAR ROAD, MOB: 01911735797, BRAHMONBARIA: ALL ELECTRO CENTER-T.
A ROAD, MOB:01199811011, CHITTAGONG: R.B ELECTRONICS-LALKHAN BAZAR, MOB:01819382517, MEEM ELECTRONICS-LAL KHAN
BAZAR, MOB:01919333867, GENERAL ELECTRONICS-BONDORTILA, TEL: 031-741104, CHOMPAKALI ELECTRONICS-BIPONI BITAN,
CHITTAGONG, MOB: 01826108947, COX'S BAZAR: AKHI ELECTRONICS: MAIN ROAD, MOB: 01819856906, SYLHET: KAZI TRADERS-

LAMABAZAR, SYLHET. MOB: 01710708666, WORLD ELECTRONICS: PURBC SUBIDH BAZAR, MOB: 01919975267, CLASS ONE ELECTRON-
ICS: PURBO SUBIDH BAZAR, MOB: 01731287507, R.S.ELECTRONICS: ZINDABAZAR, MOB: 01712832652, M.K.ENGINEERING: TATI PARA,
HABIGANJ: AKANJEE ELECTRONICS, TOWN HALL ROAD, MOB: 01711376123, MOULOVIBAZAR: CENTRAL
ELECTRONICS: CENTRAL ROAD, MOB: 01712039165, KUSHTIA: CASHCO ELECTRONICS: N.5. ROAD, MOB: 01199-354499,
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