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It's down to the wire

Despite
notching a
record 96
points;
Barcelona
must defeat
Valladolid at
home on Sunday to retain
their La Liga title and leave
rivals Real Madrid empty-
handed as an epic title race
reachesits conclusion.

Going into the final day of
the season, Real are just a
point behind and preying
Barca slip-up against troubled
Valladolid.

Madrid are at Malaga,
another team fighting for
survival, knowing they need to
win and hope Valladolid take
points from the champions.

"It is the most demanding
league (campaign) I can
remember,” said Barcelona
captain Carles Puyol. "The
table speaks for itself finishing
with 99 points is an incredible
amount.”

"There are two teams that
have been above the rest in
recent years and Barcelona
have certainly played the
better football in recent
years."

Barcelona have the com-
fort of knowing their destiny is
in their own hands but any-
thing but a win could see them
lose the title on the final day of
the season.

Real must win to stand any
chance of becoming champi-
ons as Barcelona would win
the title due to their superior
head-to-head record if the
sides finished level on points.

It is a nervy moment for
coach Pep Guardiola who
comes up against Javier
Clemente once his national
coach with Spain and now

Valladolid manager.

Valladolid are one of four
teams on 36 points that could
go down and are only in with a
shout of survival after one
defeat from seven matches
under Clemente.

Guardiola must do without
suspended playmaker Xavi
and full back Maxwell but can
call on Lionel Messi who is set
to land the Pichichi crown for
the league's top-scorer with
his 32 goals, five better than
Real Madrid's Gonzalo
Higuain.

Malaga are third from
bottom but level on points
with Racing Santander and
Valladolid above them.

"It is difficult to win the
league but anything can hap-
pen in football,” said Real
superstar Cristiano Ronaldo.

"We have to win in Malaga
and see what happens in
Barcelona.”

Guti, 33, is poised to play
his final game at Malaga end-
ing his 15-year association
with Real before an expected
summer move to Galatasary.

Elsewhere there are
Champions League and
Europa League duels and slip-
ups on final day could cost

FIXTURES

Saturday

Bilbao v Deportivo La Coruna
(1700 GMT), Atfletico Madrid v
Getafe (1900 GMT), Real
Zaragoza v Villarreal (1900 GMT),
Real Mallorca v Espanyol (2100

GMT), Almeria v Sevilla (2100
GMT)

Sunday

all at 1800 GMT

Racing Santander v Sporting
Gijon, Barcelona v Valladolid,
Valencia v Tenerife, Osasuna v
Xerez, Malaga v Real Madrid

teams millions of euros.

Sevilla hold fourth place
and the final Champions
League qualifying spot but
can't afford to drop points
against Almeria on Saturday
with Real Mallorca just a point
behind.

Mallorca are at home to
Espanyol aiming for a 15th
home win knowing a draw
would not do even if Sevilla
lost.

Getafe are clinging to sixth
and the final Europa League
spot with Villarreal level on 55
points.

Getafe travel to city rivals
Atletico Madrid who defeated
Fulham on Wednesday to win
the Europa League final for
their first trophy since 1996.

Villarreal will hope Atletico,
who have nothing to play for,
put the effort in against Getafe
and fulfil their end of the
bargain by winning away at
Real Zaragoza.

There is everything to play
for at the bottom with no team
relegated as five sides battle to
stay in the top flight.

Bottom side Xerez are three
points from safety and need to
win at Osasuna and hope the
four other teams in trouble all
lose to pull off the great
escape.

Racing Santander, Malaga,
Valladolid and Tenerife are all
on 36 points.

Malaga and Valladolid have
the toughest tasks against Real
Madrid and Barcelona giving
Racing and Tenerife more
hope of staying up as they play
against teams with nothing to
play for.

Racing are at home to
Sporting Gijon while pro-
moted Tenerife travel to
Valencia, who have already
sealed third place, on Sunday.

Inter on the brink

AFP, Rome
After nine
Q*ﬁ#_% months and
3‘ » 37 matches
é{' -*] | the Serie A
_j title race has
come down to

one last game with Inter Milan
leading AS Roma by two
points.

Inter are bidding to
become the first Italian team
to win the treble having
secured the Italian Cup just
over a week ago -- beating
Roma 1-0 in the final -- and
with the Champions League
final to come on May 22 in
Madrid against Bayern
Munich.

First up they will try to
secure the scudetto with an
away match against already-
relegated Siena.

Inter know that a victory
will be enough to ensure a
fifth straight crown but any-
thing less than the three
points and they will have to
rely on Roma slipping up
away to Chievo as the capital-
based club has the better
head-to-head record against
the champions.

But despite having just two
matches remaining in this
dream season, Inter have
been struggling to concen-
trate on matters at hand,
largely due to coach Jose
Mourinho.

Speculation is rife that
these will be his last two
matches in charge of the
[talians with a move to Real
Madrid mooted for next sea-
SOIm.

Both he and the club are
repeatedly asked about his
future and Mourinho hardly
helped matters by telling a
weekly magazine, Panorama:
"What they are writing that [
have a foot half in Spain and
half in Milan is false. It's true I
will coach Real Madrid.

"I've coached a big club in
England (Chelsea), I'm coach-
ing a big club in Italy and [ will
coachonein Spain.”

Mourinho did not specify
when he would go to Spain,
but his timing has hardly
served to quash the rumours.

It's not just Mourinho's
future that has had a poten-
tially distracting influence on
Inter's preparations as he also
courted controversy following
the Cup final victory.

Mourinho said that Roma
could offer the win bonuses
they didn't have to pay their
players for their defeat in the
final to Siena as an incentive
to beat Inter on the final day of
the season.

Roma responded by
claiming they would look
into the possibility of taking
legal action while the Italian
Football League said it would

FIXTURES

Saturday
AC Milan v Juventus, Lazio v
Udinese
Sunday

Atalanta v Palermo, Bari v
Fiorentina, Cagliari v Bologna,
Catania v Genoa, Chievo v AS
Roma, Parma v Livorno,
Sampdoria v Napoli, Siena v Inter
Milan

investigate Mourinho's
comments.

Even so, Inter have the
experience and the desire to
see them through and it is
hard to imagine them slipping
up against a team such as
Siena.

And Mourinho himself
has his sights set firmly on
his goals: "Right now I have
two objectives: winning at
Siena to secure the scudetto
and doing the same against
Bayern to lift the
Champions League trophy
up to the skies.”

The title is not the only
issue to be decided on Sunday
as Sampdoria and Palermo
are still fighting for fourth
place and Champions League
football next season.

Sampdoria are two points
ahead but host Napoli in a
tricky match while Palermo
are away to already-relegated
Atalanta.

If Sampdoria fail to win
and Palermo do so it is the
Sicilians who will take
fourth spot.

At the bottom Atalanta,
Siena and Livorno are already
down while two matches were
moved from Sunday to
Saturday to avoid clashing
with potential title celebra-
tions.

Juventus's visit to AC Milan
and Lazio's game at home to
Udinese were both brought
forward 24 hours to avoid the
potential for rival Milan and
Inter or Roma and Lazio fans
clashing on the streets after
the games.
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HEROES' WELCOME: Atletico Madrid's players celebrate with the Europa League Cup at the Neptune fountain in Madrid on Thursday.
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Fans camping out
for final tickets

AFP, Rome

Hundreds of Inter Milan fans
have been setting up camp
since Thursday night to make
sure they snap up one of 5,000
Champions League final
tickets due to go on sale in
Milan on Saturday.

Inter play Bayern Munich
in the final in Madrid on
May 22.

Fans have set up tents,
blankets and mattresses
outside the bank charged with
selling the tickets.

There are two separate
queues, one for season ticket
holders (4,000 tickets avail-
able) and another for support-
ers' club members (1,000
tickets).

Tickets, which will go on
sale at 0900 GMT on Saturday;,
are being sold at 155 or 255
euros.

'T'll onlyleave
Arsenal for

Barcelona'
AFP, Madrid

Arsenal's Spanish star Cesc
Fabregas insisted Friday that
he would only leave the
Gunners for his former club
Barcelona.

"I'm 23 and have a long
career ahead of me. I have
never hidden the fact that
playing for Barcelona is a
dream that I would like to fulfil
and if [ must leave Arsenal it
would only be to play at
Barca," hesaid.

"l haven't decided any-
thing, I never planned to leave
Arsenal and if I haven't left it's
because I'm very happy here
and because they treat me
with enormous respect,” he
said.

Barcelona have held along-
standing interest in Fabregas,
who left the Spanish club for
Arsenal in September 2003 at
the age of just 16.

Chelsea eyeing history

AFP, London

TheFA

Carlo Ancelotti expects
his Chelsea stars to
seize the opportunity
to make history when
the Premier League
champions face
Portsmouth in the FA
Cup final at Wembley
on Saturday.

Ancelotti's side will
become only the seventh club to do the
league and FA Cup double if they defeat
relegated Pompey and the Blues boss
believes the opportunity to write a unique
chapter in Chelsea's history will give his
players all the motivation they need.

With the English title already in the bag
thanks to an 8-0 rout of Wigan on the final
day of the season, Chelsea's players will
take on the Premier League's bottom
team brim full of confidence.

The Blues are odds-on to become the
first English club since Arsenal in 2002 to
do the double and Ancelotti has seen in
training this week just how focused his
players are on winning the Cup for the
third time in four seasons.

"My players know very well how they
have to play this game, how to prepare for
this game, it is a great opportunity to win

CUP

the double. It is the first time for this club
and we can do this," Ancelotti said.

"It was a normal week and we are
focused for the next game, everyone
knows how important this competition is
and I am happy because the team were
playing well this week. They are focused
and we want to win this cup.”

Although he is confident of winning in
his first FA Cup final, Ancelotti won't let his
stars underestimate a Portsmouth team
who have reached Wembley for the second
time in three years despite the horrendous
financial problems ravaging Fratton Park.

"We have to have respect for
Portsmouth because they have been rele-
gated but they deserve to play in this final,"
Ancelotti said. "They played well against
Tottenham in the semifinal, so we have to
fight against them to win this game.

"It gives them a good opportunity to
save the season and we have to pay atten-
tion to this because we are playing against
players with strong motivation.”

The 2008 FA Cup winners were effec-
tively condemned to relegation after
being handed a nine-point penalty for
going into administration, but boss
Avram Grant has somehow managed to
foster a strong team-spirit in the face of
extreme adversity.

Grant's collection of loan signings and

journeyman sprang one of the shocks of
the season when they beat Tottenham 2-0
in the semifinals and the former Chelsea
boss would relish the chance to inflict an
embarrassing defeat on the club who
sacked him two years ago.

The Israeli was dismissed even tho
heled Chelsea to within a missed John Terry
penalty of beating Manchester United in the
Champions League final and he still har-
boursagrudge over his treatment.

With debts of over 130 million pounds
and no new owner in sight, Portsmouth
facing the bleak prospect of
Championship football and more finan-
cial uncertainty next season, soitis hardly
surprising Grant and several of his players
could be making their final bow for the
club this weekend.

West Ham have already been linked
with Grant, while the likes of Nwankwo
Kanu - Portsmouth's match winner in the
final against Cardiff two years ago - have
offers to consider.

In the circumstances, Grant admits a
Portsmouth win would rank alongside the
great FA Cup upsets.

Grant will give late fitness tests to
Jamie O'Hara, Nadir Belhadj, Richard
Hughes, while Ancelotti is sweating over
the availabilty of injured Serbian right-
back Branislav Ivanovic.

Bayern wary of Werder

ﬂﬁ Football

AFP, Berlin

Dutch winger Arjen Robben says his
Bayern Munich side must be wary of
defending champions Werder Bremen in
Saturday's German Cup final as they look
to take another step closer to the treble.

Bayern secured the Bundesliga crown
last weekend at Berlin's Olympic Stadium,
but will return there on Saturday to face
cup holders Bremen before heading to
Madrid for next Saturday's Champions
Leaguefinal against Inter Milan.

Robben has terrorised defences in
Germany since his arrival from Real Madrid
last October with 22 goals, 18 ofwhich came
in the Bundesliga, but says Bayern must be
on their guard against Bremen.

The Thomas Schaaf-coached side earned
a Champions League qualifying place by
finishing third in the German league thanks
toastrongfinish totheseason.

Bayern beat Bremen 3-2 in the league

when the sides last met in January, with
Robben's free-kick winning the game, but
the Dutchman says his side must be on
their guard.

"That result counts for nothing now,"
said Robben.

"Bremen didn't lose in the league after
that and set off on a great run.

"Werder are a good side with lots of
attacking quality, players like Mesut
Oezil, Claudio Pizarro, who I know from
Chelsea, Marko Marin and so on.

"They were second top scorers in the
league after us.

"I'm not sure we're overwhelming
favourites on Saturday, anything could
happen, and it'll be about form on the
day. We'll have to give it 100 per cent.”

Between them, Bremen and Bayern
have won eight of the last 12 German Cup
titles and Robben says he expects to see
the goals fly.

"I'd be really surprised if it ended 0-0.
['m sure there'll be goals, and ['m also sure
ofthis: ifwe keep aclean sheet, we'llwin."

Saturday will be the highlight of

Bremen's season, but Bayern's will come
aweeklater in Madrid.

"It shouldn't be a problem, as there's a
fullweek between matches," said Robben.

"Come Saturday, we'll be totally
focused on Bremen.

"At this stage, Madrid might be some-
where in the back of our minds, but once
we run out at the Olympic stadium, we'll
be thinking only of Bremen.

"We've shown often enough we're
capable oftaking each game asitcomes.”

Bayern have good reason to fear
Bremen as their captain Torsten Frings
said nothing pleases him more than
beating his former club.

"There is nothing better than winning
against Bayern," said the ex-Germany
midfielder.

"You only have to look at how much
they have invested.”

Frings was only 22 the last time the two
arch-rivals met in the German Cup final
and was on the winning side as Bremen
ran out 5-4 winners on penalties to claim
their first title under Schaaf.
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Germany striker Cacau celebrates one of his two goals against Malta during their international friendly in Aachen on Thursday.

AFP, Aachen

Cacau fires Germany
ﬂ% Football

Germany began their World Cup preparations
with a 3-0 friendly win over minnows Malta on
Wednesday as striker Cacau scored twice to
suggest he might be the solution to his coun-

try's problems up front.

The Brazil-born Stuttgart striker netted
either side of half-time with a powerful header
and a well-timed strike to suggest to coach
Joachim Loew he might be the answer to
Germany's lack of form amongst their strikers.

Both of Loew's first-choice forwards, Lukas
Podolski of Cologne and Bayern Munich's
ed for form this sea-
goals between them.

Cacau worked tirelessly and nearly finished
with a hat-trick as one of several fringe players

Miroslav Klose, have struggl
sonwith just five Bundesliga

who had their chance to impress.

Germany were missing captain Michael
Ballack plus their Bayern and Werder Bremen

stars who are on cup duty this weekend.

Ballack's Chelsea face Portsmouth in
Wembley's FA Cup final on Saturday while
Bayern take on Bremen in the German Cup
final at Berlin's Olympic Stadium, but Cacau
and Hamburg's Piotr Trochowski stood out in

their absence.

Cacau's forward partner Stefan Kiessling, who

hit 21 Bundesliga goals last season, had a game to
forget as he failed to connect with the ball on at

and his side never tested the hosts.

ered home his header on 16 minutes.

Loew blooded a handful of promising talent
and Borussia Dortmund's striker Kevin
Grosskreutz used his first touch of interna-
tional football to find Podolski whose back pass
by Cacauon 58 minutes.

Valletta defender Kenneth Scicluna then
tapped the ball into his own net to compound
Malta's woes and make it 3-0 on 60 minutes.

With the game won, Loew brought on 21-
year-old defenders Mats Hummels of Dortmund
and Leverkusen's Stefan Reinartz for their first
caps, butlike GrossKreutz, Loewhas already said

was smashed home

none of the trio will fly to South Africa.

AfricaonJune6.

least five occasions with the goal at his mercy.
This was a fairly poor Malta side, ranked
154th in the world, who welcomed back veteran
defender Massimo Grima after a five-year
hiatus, but the 30-year-old struggled for fitness

Cacau opened the scoring when Hamburg's
Dennis Aogo whipped in a cross and he pow-

After this weekend, Germany will hold two
training camps, one in Sicily and one in the
Italian Alps, and will face Hungary in their
second warm-up game on May 29 in Budapest.

The 27-man group will be cut to 23 for the
official World Cup squad and Germany will play
their final warm-up game against Bosnia-
Herzegovina on June 3 before flying to South

The Germans have drawn Australia, Ghana
and Serbia in Group D with their first game
against the Australians on June 13 in Durban.

CAF clears
Togo to play
in ANC

AFP, Johannesburg

Togo were officially cleared to
playin the 2012 African Nations
Cup qualifying competition
after an African Football
Confederation (CAF) executive
meetingin Cairo Friday.

The tiny west African coun-
try had been barred from the
next two editions of the bien-
nial qualifiers after withdraw-
ing from the 2010 finals in
Angola last January without
informing the organisers.

A rebel attack on the
Togolese team bus as it entered
the restive Angolan enclave of
Cabinda after a training camp
in neighbouring Congo
claimed the lives of an assistant
coach and an official.

While the footballers even-
tually opted to fulfil their three
mini-league fixtures, govern-
ment pressure led them to quit
and although the suspension
triggered criticism, Togo
conceded they broke CAF
regulations.




