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MIDDLE EAST TALKS
US warns
Israel on
Jerusalem
settlement

BBC ONLINE

The US administration has
warned against an Israeli
government announcement it
could continue to demolish
buildings in East Jerusalem.

An unnamed Obama
administration official told
Israeli media the US "calls on
both sides to avoid inflamma-
toryactions in Jerusalem".

On Wednesday an Israeli
minister said the demolition
of illegally built homes of
Arabs could continue.

Last week indirect talks
began between Israelis and
Palestinians.

The US State Department
official was quoted as saying
that they hoped the indirect
negotiations, known as "prox-
imity talks”, would lead to
direct negotiations between
the parties and steps that
would "resolve this issue once
and forall”.

"If either side takes signifi-
cant actions during the prox-
imity talks that we judge
would seriously undermine
trust, we will respond and hold
them accountable and ensure

negotiations will continue,”
the official said.
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PHOTO: AFP

Britain's new Conservative/Liberal Democrat coalition government ministers pose for a group photograph, after
attending their first cabinet meeting, in the garden of 10 Downing Street, central London yesterday. Front row, L to R:
lain Duncan Smith, Liam Fox, George Osborne, William Hague, David Cameron, Nick Clegg, Sayeeda Warsi, Cheryl
Gillan, Caroline Spelman, Ken Clarke, David Laws. (Back rows L-R) Patrick McLoughlin, Theresa May, David Willetts,
Oliver Letwin, Vince Cable, Francis Maude, Eric Piccles, Tom Strathclyde, Andrew Lansley, George Young, Michael
Gove, Andrew Mitchell, Philip Hammond, Chris Huhne, Jeremy Hunt, Owen Paterson, Danny Alexander, Dominic
Grieve, Gus 0'Donnell. Britain's new premier Gameron chaired his first cabinet meeting Thursday, bringing together
former rivals from the Conservative and Liberal Democrat parties in a historic coalition. Deputy premier Clegg and
four other Lib Dem ministers gathered with their new Tory colleagues in Downing Street, in the first test of whether
their promise of a "new politics" in Britain can work in practice.

UK coalition
holds first

cabinet meet

AFP, London

New British Prime Minister David Cameron chaired his first
cabinet meeting yesterday, gathering former rivals together as
he rebuffed suggestions their historic coalition cannot last.

Deputy premier Nick Clegg and four other Liberal Democrat
ministers met with their new Conservative colleagues in
Downing Street, in what one Tory said was a "constructive” first
attempt to work together.

Visiting the business and skills department afterwards,
Cameron urged civil servants and his new ministers to start
working on long-term solutions on how to reboot the economy;,
insisting the coalition was here to stay.

"The more I think about this endeavour on which we have
embarked, the more excited I become because this coalition
government, if we can make it work -- and I believe wecan --isa
five-year government,” Cameron said.

In a continuation of what the media have dubbed a "love-in"
between the two sides, he praised Lib Dem Business Secretary
Vince Cable as an "absolute star”.

Cable is part of a new team headed by finance minister
George Osborne, a Conservative and close friend of Cameron's,
that has the job of tackling Britain's record deficit and securing
its recovery from a deep recession.

Osborne said the economy and the war in Afghanistan had domi-
nated what he described as a "really constructive cabinet meeting"
earlier,adding: "We areworkingincrediblywellasateam.”

The new government, Britain's first coalition since World War
II, has made tackling the deficit a priority and an emergency
budget is due within 50 days to outline how they will make bil-
lions of pounds of savings this year.

One of the first acts of the new cabinet was to agree a five
percent pay cut for all ministers, a Downing Street spokes-
woman said.

No compromise
on my wealth

Imelda says
AFP, Laoag

Former first lady Imelda
Marcos, newly elected to the
Philippine's Congress, vowed
yesterday never to compro-
mise with the government in
the battle for her family's
alleged ill-gotten wealth.

The widow of deposed
dictator Ferdinand Marcos
said she would be willing to
discuss the wealth but would
not bargain on dividing the
assets.

"l don't want a compro-
mise, a settlement or a plea
bargain because it looks like
there is a bit of guilt there and I
am not guilty,” the 80-year-old
widow said as she showed
journalists around a local
hotel she helped develop.

Blast kills 8 in Dagestan

AFP, Moscow

A group of investigators had set off for the

Eight people were killed in a bomb attack in
Russia's southern region of Dagestan, the latest
unrest in the troubled North Caucasus, officials

said yesterday.

"At around 10:30 (0630 GMT]), an explosive
device went off as repair workers drove by in a
the investigative committee of
Russian prosecutors said in a statement.

"As a result, eight people died and four
police officers escorting the workers were

vehicle,”

wounded.”

The victims were workers who were sent to
fix a cell phone mast that had been blown up
the previous day by unidentified attackers in
the district of Sergokalinsk, investigators said.

The cell phone mast belonging to Russian
telephone company Beeline and a neighbour-
ing television mast had been damaged by
automatic gun fire, a spokesman for the inte-
rior ministry told the RIA Novosti news agency.

"Police were sent to the scene and a shoot-
out is currently in progress with the attackers,”
a spokesman for the local branch of the Federal

Security Service told AFP.

scene and information on the dead and
wounded was being checked, the investigative
committee said. It has launched a criminal
investigation, although it did not specify the
charge.

The workers from the republic's radio and
television broadcasting centre may have been
lured into an ambush by rebels and blown up by
alandmine, Russian NTV television reported.

The police wounded included the com-
mander of the republic's riot police, [ITAR-TASS
news agency reported.

The local pro-Kremlin authorities in
Dagestan and other North Caucasus regions
are battling to defeat an Islamist insurgency
that has already left scores of civilians and
police dead.

On May 7, a bomb placed in a rubbish bin at
a train station in the Dagestani town of Derbent
exploded as passengers boarded a train, killing
one personand injuring six.

In the most deadly recent attack in
Dagestan, two suicide bombers triggered
explosions outside a police station in the town
of Kizlyar on March 31, killing 12 people,
including alocal police chief.
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China, US
resume human
rights talks

AFP, Washington

China and the United States
resume dialogue yesterday on
human rights after a two-year
hiatus, as the Obama adminis-
tration promises to raise
concerns about Internet and
religious freedoms.

The two-day meetings in
Washington will be the first
under US President Barack
Obama, and will give the
administration a chance to
rebut charges it has
downplayed human rights in
its quest for broader ties with
Beijing.

China suspended the
dialogue from 2002 to 2008 in
anger over US criticism at the
United Nations of its rights
record.

The two nations had ini-
tially planned to hold talks
earlier this year but no date
was set amid China's anger
over US arms sales to Taiwan
and Obama's meeting with
the Dalai Lama.

"This is about helping
them understand and identify
issues that are part of our core
agenda, but also clearly areas
of weakness that China will
have to improve on as it goes
along,” State Department
spokesman P] Crowley told
reporters this week.

Sayeeda Warsi joins UK
cabinet as first Muslim

AFP, London

Britain's first female Muslim Cabinet
minister said yesterday it was "hum-
to join the government, after
taking part in new Prime Minister
David Cameron's first full ministerial

bling"

meeting.

Baroness S5Sayeeda Warsi is the
Conservative Party's chairwoman and
minister without portfolio in
Cameron's new coalition government,
the first power-sharing administration

in Britain since World War I1.

"For anybody to serve in govern-
ment is a privilege," said the 39-year-
old of Pakistani origin, after Cameron
held his first Cabinet meeting in 10
Downing Street, two days after being
appointed premier by Queen

Elizabeth II.

"But to be born the daughter of an
immigrant mill-worker in a mill town
in Yorkshire, to have the privilege of
serving in Cabinet at such an impor-
tant time in Britain's history I think is
terribly humbling," she told the BBC.

Warsi -- who describes herself as a
"northern, working-class-roots mum"
-- says she joined the Conservative
Party after being inspired by her father,
who went from working in a mill to run
a highly successful bed-making busi-

Nness.

The Tories came top in elections last week but failed to win an absolute majority.
Cameron took office after five days of tense negotiations with the Liberal Democrats, the
third-placed party which emerged as kingmaker.

10 killed in
Baghdad
attacks

AFP, Baghdad

At least 10 people were killed,
including two Iragi soldiers,
and dozens wounded in sepa-
rate attacks in Baghdad, secu-
rity officials said yesterday.

The deadliest incident
occurred at around 10:00 pm
(1900 GMT) Wednesday eve-
ning in the sprawling Shia
stronghold of Sadr City, north
Baghdad, when a car bomb in
front of a cafe killed eight peo-
ple and wounded 32 others.

The blast left several cars
burned while the cafe and
three houses were badly dam-
aged, a defence ministry
official said, speaking on
condition of anonymity.

On Thursday two Iraqgi sol-
diers were killed and seven
wounded when a bomb they
were trying to defuse exploded
along the road connecting
Baghdad with Mahmudiyah, 30
kilometres (18 miles) to the south,
aninterior ministryofficial said.

The official added thatin a
separate incident in central
Baghdad, seven people were
wounded by a bomb targeting
apolicevehicle.

The number of Iraqis killed
in violence in April fell slightly
month on month but was
almost unchanged from 12
months ago -- 328 people died
asaresultofattackslastmonth.

8-yr-old Tripoli air
crash survivqr 'stable’

BBC ONLINE

A Dutch boy who is the
sole survivor of a plane
crash at Tripoli airport
in Libya that killed 103
people is said to be in a
stable condition after
surgery.

He has undergone
several rounds of sur-

=

gery to both legs, which are fractured in several places.
The boy's full identity has not yet been officially confirmed.
The flight recorders have been recovered and handed over to
analysts for clues as towhat brought down the Afrigiyah Airways

flight onWednesday.

Libyan state television showed the boy in a hospital bed with
a bandaged head and wearing an oxygen mask, his legs in casts.

"The child underwent several rounds of surgery to his legs.
He had simple fractures and double fractures,” said the doctor

on television.

"He woke up [late on Wednesday night] and is in good condi-

tion," the doctor added.

2 Al.leaders involved

FROM PAGE 1

the courtroom of Gopalganj
District and Sessions Judge's
Court.

The Huji leader was
brought to the court for his
appearance in three cases
involving the incident of
planting bombs at the venue
of a public rally of Hasina in
Kotaliparain 2000.

He was brought to Gopalganj
nine years after the proceedi
of the cases started. But the
hearing was not held as other co-
accused could not be produced
before the court.

Hannan said he was not
mvolved in the incident, but rather
hadbeenmadeascapegoat.

Many AL leaders of
Kotalipara were involved in
the incident, he said.

Hannan received life sen-
tence in an arms case involv-
ing the same incident.

In reaction, the AL leaders

denied the allegations at a
press conference at Gopalganj
Press Club.

Sheikh Mohammad
Abdullah said Hannan made
the allegation to taint his
image in the political arena
and gain some advantages in
court. He said he assisted the
state lawyer in the arms case
against Hannan.

Mahbub Ali Khan said he
was in India during the inci-
dent and heard the news from
some AL leaders.

During the press confer-
ence, a number of young
people gathered outside
Gopalganj Press Club and
called the two leaders 'co-
horts' of Mufti Hannan.

District AL Vice President
Idris Ali and other leaders
including Ahmed Nawsher Ali
Mithu Sardar and Chowdhury
Emdadul Haque were present
at the press conference.

Career Opportunity

s O0iver

s.Olliver, one of the largest and fast-growing fashion companies of Europe, has
fulluwmg career npemngs in apparel sourcing at their Bangladesh Liaison Office:

Cand:date shnuld be Textile

ser Merchandising

graduate / MBA with about 10 years work
experience of which 2 - 3 years should be in similar capacity at a reputed
European buying house. Should be able to manage production of T-shirts /
woven bottoms including all necessary co-ordination with buyers and
factories. Should be able to lead a team of merchandisers to ensure
production approvals and follow -ups.
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Cdi should be Textile Graduate with 5 - 6 years experience of working

in similar capacity at reputed buying house or factory. Should have
experience in handling production of T-shirts/Sweaters in different fabrics and
print qualities. Should be very organized at work and be able to independently
llmse with buye:r aml factories on all sampling/production related areas.

ality Executives (Woven bottoms / Fine Knits/ Flat Knits)
Candldatcs shnuld be Graduate with 7 - 8 years experience of working in
similar capacity at reputed buying house. Should have experience in
monitoring production in the factories right from sampling to pre-
production, in-line and final inspections. Should have sound technical
knowledge and should be able to liaise with buyer and factories on all
sampling/productiun related areas.

1g Executive

Cﬂndldﬂtﬁ should be Graduate with 3 - 5 years experience of working in
similar capacity at reputed apparel buying house. Should be well versed
with documentation requirements for garment exports and should be able
to co-ordinate with factories as well as buyers on all shipping and
documentation requirements.

Computer proficiency and effective communication skills in English are
essential for all positions.

Company offers a challenging work environment and an attractive remuneration
package. Interested candidates please forward your resume marking the position
applied for within 7 days by e-mail/fax/post to: s.Oliver Overseas Ltd,
7th Floor, PBL Tower, 17 Gulshan North C/A, Dhaka 1212.
E-mail: hr@bd.soliver.com Fax: 9894134




