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Chapainawabganj Nursing Institute brings out a colourful rally in the town marking International Nurses Day yesterday.

SNIPPETS

Robbers shoot two

A CORRESPONDENT, Noakhali

A member of Chittagong Metropolitan Police (CMP) and his
younger brother were injured as robbers opened fire at
Sukkurpur village under Binodpur union of Noakhali Sadar
upazila early yesterday. The injured are Taher member's son
CMP personnel Anwar Hossain, 23, and Delwar Hossain, 18.
Both were bullet-hit and admitted to Noakhali General
Hospital. Sudharam police and the injured said, a gang of 10
to 15 robbers were preparing to commit robbery in the
house of former UP member Abu Taher. Taher member's son
Anwar who was staying in the nearby house and Delwar tried
to catch the robbers. The robbers opened fire at them injur-
ing both of them.

Two killed by lightning

OuUR CORRESPONDENT, Netrakona

Two people were killed and two others injured by lightning
at Sabaniakanda village under Barhatta upazila in
Netrakona district on Tuesday night. The dead were identi-
fied as Shah Alam, 26, son of Abdul Halim and Azizul Islam,
20, son of Mamtazuddin of village Sabaniakanda. Police
and locals said, the aforesaid two including Fazlu Mia and
Maznu Mia of same village were coming to their houses
from nearby Sahata Bazar. They were struck by lightening
near their village. Shah Alam and Azizul Islam were killed
on the spot while seriously injured Maznu Mia and Fazlu
Mia sent to Mymensingh Medical College Hospital in criti-
cal condition.

RHD engineerinjail

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Thaku rgaon

A sub-assistance engineer of Roads and Highways
Department in Panchagarh Mahfuzur Rahman was sent to
jail on Tuesday in a tree cutting case. Judicial magistrate
Md. Abdul Malek rejected the bail prayer of Mahfuz and
passed the order in the afternoon. Earlier, Beat Officer of
Tentulia forest department Abdul Hamid filed a case on 29
April with Tentulia police station against Mahfuzur
Rahman and his associates for felling over a hundred road-
side trees of Forest Department in Panchagarh. In the case
the complainant said that on 24 April about 30/40 people
led by the sub-assistance engineer cut down trees beside
Tentulia-Panchagarh highway between Majhipara BDR
camp and Tiyagoach village despite forest department’s
objection.

# Indian intruder jailed

Trial of six others yet to start

STAR NATIONAL DESK

A court has sentenced an Indian intruder
to jail in Narayanganj while trial of six
Indians held in Khagrachhari is yet to
start three months into their arrest.

A Narayanganj court on Tuesday
sentenced Indian citizen Dulal Das to
one year rigorous imprisonment in
absentia on charge of intruding into
Bangladesh in 2006.

Convict Dulal is also a drug peddler
and son of Birendro Das of Ratondul
Boxnagar village of West Tripura in India,
reports UNB.

According to the prosecution, Dulal
Das had been living illegally at the house
of Kuddus Master in Khanpur area of the
district town since long.

Acting on a tip-off, SI Saiful Islam of
Detective Branch of police raided Kuddus
Master's house and arrested him along
with banned phensidyl syrup on May 29,

2006. But later he secured bail from the
court and wentinto hiding.

Police said after arrest he introduced
himself as Zakir Hossain Dulal, son of
Yusuf Ali of Damudya Burirhat area of
Shariatpur district.

Two separate cases were filed
against him.

Our Correspondent from Khagrachhari
reports: Six Indian nationals including two
women, arrested on February 23 are lan-
guishing in district jail for over three
months without trial.

Neither Bangladesh government nor
Indian authorities has taken any initiative
in thisregard. Even, the arrestees have not
been allowed to appoint lawyers to face
the charges, court sources said.

The four male arrestees hailing from
Indian state of Asaam are N Din Tekira, 34,
son of H Narjari of Guru Bashu village
under Chirang district, Bibedor, 27, son of
Monesh of Borgihora village under Dubri

district, Bibijit Giri, 25, son of Ronjit from
Panbari village under Golaghat distict, B.
Thakari, 24, from Boglabari village under
Golapara district. The two women
accused are B. Bithrahi, 23, daughter of G.
Bashumathari of Sangchali village under
Nalbari district and B. Anchali, 21, daugh-
ter of Purna Bashumathari of Burimakha
village under Golaghat district in Asaam.

Sub-Inspector Mohammad
Aktaruzzaman Sarkar filed a case with
Khagrachhari Sadar police station on
February 24 under Section 4 of Control of
EntryAct, 1952.

But in the first information report he
mentioned them as the members of
National Democratic Front of Boroland
(NDFB), a militant group of Asaam, that
wants a separate state.

Investigation Officer Mohammad
Shahjahan Ali however told this corre-
spondent that he is likely to submit
chargesheet on May 30.

Erosion threatens Tagore's
Kuthibari in Kushtia

BsS, Kushtia

Historic Kuthibari of Poet
Rabindranath Tagore at
Shilaidaha in Kumarkhali
faces serious threat from the
Padma as the river is flowing
only 500 meters away.

Kuthibari is likely to be
devoured by the river soon, if
preventive measures are not
taken immediately, experts
and locals said.

Padma has started to
devour areas from
Mohanagartek of Haripur
union. Construction of Lalon
Shah Bridge at Bheramara over
the river has aggravated the
situation in the area, theysaid.

Once the mighty river
flowed around Pabna district,
but it is now flowing through
Kushtia. The erosion between
Mohanagartek and Belkaloya
has changed the course of the
Padma by seven kilometres,
devouring hundreds ofhouses,

trees, mosques and other
establishmentsin villages.

Erosion by the river took a
serious turn recently follow-
ing rainfalls in the area a few
daysago.

Speakers at a function at
Kuthibari marking the birth
anniversary of Tagore on
Monday urged the govern-
ment to protect the historic
site from erosion.

They expressed the fear
that the erosion would worsen
further with the rise in water
level in the Padma during the
MONSOO0IN.

People are dismantling
their houses and leaving for
safer areas, theysaid.

Experts think that the
erosion by Padma and the
Gorai rivers would one day
devour Haripur union com-
pletely and Kaya union par-
tially.

Water Development Board
Executive Engineer in Kushtia

Teacher, policeman
among 6 killed in

Tangail in 8 days

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Tangail
Six people, including a

schoolteacher and a police-
man, were murdered in differ-
ent upazilas of Tangail district
inthelast eight days.

The body of fish farmer
Akbar Ali of Madhupur village
under Gopalpur upazila was
found on a cropland at
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Sutibalaka village of the
upazila yesterday morning.

Police recovered the body
and sent it to Tangail General
Hospital morgue for autopsy.
The body bore marks of stab
injury. Police said they are
trying to unearth the clue to the
murder. No one was arrested as
of6:00pm yesterday.

Delduar police recovered
the body of CNG-run
autorickshaw driver Lal Miah
of Kagmari on Tangail-
Nagarpur road in Gomjani area
under Delduar upazila on
Mondaylast.

Police said criminals
strangled Lal Miah and took
away his three-wheeler.
Police could not recover the
autorickshaw and arrest any
of the gang members until
yesterday.

On the same day, Ghatail
police recovered the body of
Abdul Karim of Dhelutia village
under the upazila from a place
at the same village and arrested
three people, suspecting their
involvementin the murder.

Jewel, an employee of a fish
store in Trishal of Mymen-
singh district, was found dead
in a forest near Ghatail-
Dhalapara road under Ghatil
Police Station on Saturday
last.

The reason behind the
murder is yet to be unear-
thed. No one was arrested in
connection with the murder
as of filing of this report yes-
terday.

Schoolteacher Yousuf Ali
was killed and his daughter
Yasmin and son Sharif were
injured in an attack by a gang
at his Kachuadanga residence
in the town on May?7.

Yasmin and Sharif are now
undergoing treatment at
Tangail General Hospital.
Police arrested three people in
connection with the murder.

Mizanur Rahman, an
assistant sub-inspector (ASI)
of Noyatola police outpost
under Romna Police Station in
the capital, was found dead
beside Dhaka-Tangail high-
way in Charpara area of
Mirzapuron May4.

When contacted, Tangail
Police Superintendent
Mizanur Rahman said police
and the detectives in a joint
drive on Wednesday night
arrested three two killers of
ASI Mizan and recovered his
mobile phone set.

They also seized a car,
which was used by the gang
during the killing operation,
the SP added.

M Abdus Sattar said it would
require Tk. 150 crore to protect
the entire area, including the
Kuthibari.

The government can
arrange the money from its
own fund without any foreign
aid, he observed.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, at a function
on Tagore's birth anniversary
in the capital on Saturday, said
a university would be set up
near the Kuthibari.

Locals said before setting
up the university, the govern-
ment should first take neces-
sary measures to save
Kuthibari and adjoining area
from erosion.

PHOTO: STAR
Students take part in an anti-stalking campaign arranged by Cox's Bazar district police yesterday.
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