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Painting and
Installation
Exhibition

Save Qur Planet”

Date: May 3-24
Time: 10am-8pm

Title: “Save Our Trees-

Artist: Gulshan Hossain
Venue: Goathe-Institut,
H-10, R-9, Dhanmondi

"

Solo Art
Exhibition

Title: Noctumal Shades
Artist: Hamiduzzaman Khan
Venue: Bengal Gallery of
Fine Arts, H-275/F, R-16,
Dhanmondi

Date: May 4-16

Time: 12pm-8pm

Title: Rural Exodus

Photography
Exhibition
Venue: Alliance
Mirpur Road,
Dhanmondi
Time: S5pm-8pm

Francaise de Dhaka, 26,

Date: May 28-June 12

Group Art Exhibition
Venue: Saju Art Gallery,
D.C.C Market, Gulshan-2
Date: May 7-June 6

Time: 10am-8pm

3rd International French Drama

My, M .

From (left): Al Nomaan, Jacques Bounin and Mashrur Arefin at the press conference.

MainuL HASSAN
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The weeklong 3rd International
French Drama Festival is around the
corner. Jointly organised by Alliance
Francise de Dhaka, Natukay Theatre
Group and Fame School of Dance and
Drama, the festival will start from May
15 at Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy.

“Several French plays have been
translated into Bengali for the festival
and will be staged by Bangladeshi
troupes,” said Jacques Bounin, deputy
director, Alliance Francaise de Dhaka,
speaking at a press conference at
Alliance Francaise, yesterday.

“It was the major success of our two
previous theatre festivals held in 2008

and 2009, which encouraged us to
hold yet another French theatre festi-
val in Bangladesh this year. We hope to
expand the festival by inviting theatre
troupes from different countries in
the comingyears,” he added.

Among others Al Nomaan, conve-
nor of Natukay, as well as the coordi-
nator of the festival and Mashrur
Arefin, head of retail banking and
chief communications officer, City
Bank, was present at the conference.
City Bank and American Express are
the sponsors of the festival.

“When I arrived in Bangladesh, I
was impressed by a lively theatre
scene here. I also noticed that works of
French playwright Moliere are very
popular here, so I thought of taking an

initiative to introduce the French
playwrights and their works in Ban-
gladesh.

“A theatre festival provides us with
an opportunity to learn about each
other's culture,” Bounin said.

Natukay Theatre Group will stage
“Thakur Ghorey Key Rey” (adaptation
of “Don't Dress for Dinner” by Marc
Camoletti) on May 15. On May 16
Bibartan Theatre, Jessore will stage
“Deyal” ("The Wall" by Jean-Paul
Sartre). On May 17, two plays will be
staged -- "Sheshkhela” by Theatre Baily
Road (an adaptation of Samuel
Beckett's "Endgame”) and "Biye
Birambona" (translation of “The
Forced Marriage” by Moliere) by Thea-
tre for Cancer Foundation. On May 19

Festival to begin from May 15

Prachyanat will stage “Gondar” (a
translation of “The Rhinoceros” by
Eugene lonesco). On May 20, based on
Samuel Beckett's "All That Fall”, Fame
School of Drama, Chittagong, will stage
the play“Shob Jhorey Jaye”.

“Of the plays, five will have their
debut in Bangladesh. The plays have
been specially selected and translated
for this festival,” informed Jacques
Bounin.

The plays are “Don't Dress for
Dinner”, “The Wall”, "Endgame”, “All
That Fall” and "Drums on the Dam”.

This year at the festival, the organis-
ers will honour four theatre personali-
ties for their contribution to the
medium -- the late Shawkat Osman,
ITI Worldwide President Ramendu
Majumdar, poet Syed Samsul Haque
and Ataur Rahman.

Channel i and Radio Today are
media partners of the event. The
festival is being supported by The
French Embassy, Bangladesh.

National Professor Kabir
Chowdhury will inaugurate the event
on May 15. Colonel (retd) Shawkat Alj,
deputy speaker of the Parliament, is
expected to be present at event as the
chiefguest.

As part of the festival, Alliance
Francaise is also holding a weeklong
workshop, which began from May 8,
to train directors. The workshop titled
“Presenting Western and French
Plays,” ends today at BSA.

3rd International French Drama
Festival has been dedicated to the
memory of the late dramatist Profes-
sor Sayeed Ahmed.

TV serial “Agnirath” on ATN Bangla

ON AR

Mozaffar,
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Second episode of the TV serial “Agnirath” will be
aired tonight at 8:40 pm on ATN Bangla. Jointly writ-
ten by Naznin Hasan Chumki and Rajibul Islam, the
serial is directed by the latter.

The story of the serial revolves around
an honest, educated and unem-
ployed young man who denies his father's
dubiously acquired properties. His sister Rini
is forced to live with the parents despite being
married, as her husband demands dowry. One
day, Mozaffar is arrested by the police and the
story gets a twist.

The cast includes Anisur Rahman Milon, Nadia,
Badhon, Fazlur Rahman Babu, Shahed, Chitralekha
Guho and Majnun Mizan.

Short films on water receive

recognition

PHOTO: MUMIT M.

Winning filmmakers with Manzar-e-Hasin Murad (centre) and Asaduzzaman Noor.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
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The award-giving ceremony of a short film
competition and festival on the theme “Water
for Life” was held on May 11 at the auditorium
of Russian Centre for Science and Culture,
Dhanmondi, Dhaka. Ten films were awarded
at the programme. Three of them received
crests, certificates and money; the rest
received complimentary prizes. After the
award-giving programme, winning films
were screened at the venue.

Non-government organisation WaterAid
Bangladesh along with Desh TV arranged the
competition. Most of the winners are stu-
dents of different universities. Al-Haseeb
Nomanee of Jahangirnagar University
received the best award for his three-minute
film “Innocence, Medium: Watercolour”,
Rubayet Bin Walid and Mouna Priyo Khaled --
both students of Stamford University --
received the second and third prize respec-
tively, for their films “Armageddon” and
“Kohor Daria”,

Other winners are -- Simit Roy, Rakibul

Hasan, Ishtiaque Mahmud, Shahriar
Mustafiz, Fatema-tuz-Zohra, Shahniat Jamal
Shikhor and Nahid Morshed.

Nomanee's film narrates the nearly dead
state of the river Buriganga through the eyes
of a child. The child shares his impressions of
the river with his friend through Internet.
Apart from direction, Nomanee is also the
cinematographer of the film.

At the award giving ceremony, Dr. Khairul
Islam of WaterAid Bangladesh; Asaduzzaman
Noor, lawmaker and managing director of
Desh TV and Manzar-e-Hasin Murad, inde-
pendent filmmaker and teacher, were present
as guests.

In his speech, Asaduzzaman Noor hoped
that Desh TV would collaborate in more such
programmes in future.

Manzar-e-Hasin Murad, who was also
the head of the judges' panel, said that
through the films it was proven that as a
medium cinema can fulfil social responsi-
bilities.

The winning films will be aired on Desh TV.
The films narrate stories related to water and
itsimplications on thelives of people.

A still from “Innocence, Medium: Watercolour”.
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The Duchess Patigonit
England Vs Sri Lanka On Zee Studio at 6:45 pm On Banglavision at 8:15 pm
On BTV at 9:20 pm Genre: Drama Drama Serial
Live from Beausejour Stadium, Cast: Keira Knightley, Ralph Cast: Mosharraf Karim, Tisha
St Lucia Fiennes




