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Painting and
Installation
Exhibition

Save Qur Planet”

Date: May 3-24
Time: 10am-8pm

Title: “Save Our Trees-

Artist: Gulshan Hossain
Venue: Goethe-Institut, H-

10, R-9, Dhanmondi

Programme

Title: Rabindra Mela
Venue: Channel i office
premises, Tejgaon
Date: May 8

Time: 10am-5pm

Terracotta
Exhibition
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j of Ceramics, FFA, DU
-/

h' = Faculty of Fine Arts,
\ \f{\\ University of Dhaka
X | ‘ Date: May 39
(RN A Time: 11am-8pm

Organiser: Teachers and
Students of the Department

Venue: Zainul Gallery-2,

Photography
Exhibition

Title: BBC BUZZ Capturing
Moments, Framing Lives
Venue: DRIK Gallery, H- 58,

R- 15A, Dhanmondi,
Dhaka 1209

Date: May 1- 6
Time: 38 pm
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Tagore In translation

Sabbir Chowdhury on film adaptations of the maestro’s works

Scene from “Chokher Bali” (top) and “Charulata”.

KARIM WAHEED
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“Films have to be liberated from litera-
ture”
-- Tagore in "Pashchim Jatrir Diary”

“Two-thirds of all feature films are
based on literature (fiction and non-
fiction),” says Sabbir Chowdhury. A
teacher of the English Department,
Jahangirnagar University, Sabbir has
been actively involved with film soci-
eties in Bangladesh for over two
decades. Sabbir is a member of
FIPRESCI (The International Federa-
tion of Film Critics), the general secre-
tary of Zahir Raihan Film Society and
vice president of Bangladesh Federa-
tion of Film Societies. He also has a
not-so modest collection of over 4,000
movies in all formats -- VHS, LD, VCD
and DVD.

Going over film adaptation of liter-
ature, Sabbir says, “There can be two
ways to adapt: literal and creative.
Needless to say, it takes a gifted film-
maker's profound understanding of
the literary work and the author's
identity to be able to accomplish a
creative adaptation.”

Addressing film adaptations of
Tagore's works, Sabbir says, “Around
70 films based on Tagore's novels,
short stories and plays have been
made so far in the subcontinent. Most
of them are naturally in Bangla. How-
ever, there are a few adaptations in
Hindi, Punjabi and Urdu. Apparently
Bimol Roy's Hindi feature film 'Do
Bigha Zameen' (1953) was inspired by
Tagore's poem 'Dui Bigha Jomi'."

The number of adaptations of
Tagore's stories is not that impressive
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considering Sarat Chandra's “Devdas”
alone has had over B adaptations. Are
filmmakers discouraged to adapt
Tagore's literary works? “There are a
number of reasons for that actually.
Bangla being a regional language in the
Indian context, Tagore's works, specifi-
cally his novels and short stories, have-
n't had mass exposure throughout

ON AIR

South Asia. Subtlety is one of the key
traits of Tagore's stories, whereas exag-
geration of drama is a common feature
of Sarat Chandra's works. Commercial
films thrive on melodrama; the kind of
subtlety prevalent in Tagore's work has
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notbeen encouraged.

“Human psyche and nature are
major elements in Tagore's stories. It
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takes a deft filmmaker to incorporate
these elements,” Sabbir says.

“If we consider film adaptations of
Tagore's literary works, starting from
the silent film 'Manbhanjan' (1923) by
Naresh Chandra Mitra to the recent
movies -- the majority are literal adap-
tations. In most cases these adapta-
tions are by mediocre filmmakers who
have little or no understanding of
Tagore. For instance, Tapan Sinha
made three films based on Tagore's
works -- 'Kabuliwala' (1956),
'Khudhito Pashan' (1960) and 'Atithi’
(1965). Of these, 'Kabuliwala' was
popular because of its mass appeal;
the others were just below average
productions.

“Even adaptations by ace filmmak-
ers like Mrinal Sen and Purnendu Patri
-- 'Ichchhapooran’ (1970) and 'Streer
Potro' (1973), 'Maloncho’' (1979)
respectively -- cannot be considered
'Grade A' cinema.

“Satyajit Ray was perhaps the only
filmmaker who could successfully
translate Tagore into films. And to
understand why, we have to consider
Ray's background. Both Tagore and
Ray belonged to progressive Brahmo
families. Ray's father (Sukumar Ray)
and Tagore had close ties. When Ray
went to Shantiniketan to study fine
arts, Tagore was still alive. So, it's
understandable that Ray would have a
sound understanding of Tagore as an
individual and an author.

“Ray used Tagore's stories but his
films had their own language. He
made changes where necessary (for
which he was often criticised), keep-
ing the central idea intact. The best
demonstration of creative adaptation
of Tagore's work is perhaps
'Charulata’ (1964). Ray reconstructed
the whole story (Tagore's
'‘Noshtoneer'). Instead of using the
stereotypical narrative voice that'd
say, 'this is Bhupati's wife Charu.
Charu is lonely...," Ray showed Charu
looking through the window, watch-
ing passers-by on the street with her
opera glasses and then after a while
getting bored... That is the language of
films, that's how a master filmmaker
letsimages speak,” Sabbir says.

Sabbir continues, “Of the recent
adaptations, Rituporno Ghosh's
'Chokher Bali’ (2003) was much talked
about. The film boasts great art direc-
tion but efforts by the actors and the
adaptation on the whole are not up to
the mark.”

“Three film adaptations -- 'Shasti’,
'‘Shubha’ and 'Kabuliwala' -- pro-
duced in Bangladesh are uninterest-
ing and below average. However,
'Raktokarobi' (by Mustafa Monwar)
remains the best TV adaptation of
Tagore's work,” says the film buff.

On ATN Bangla at 8:40 pm
Drama Serial

Cast: Nadia, Anisur Rahman
Milon

Deep Blue Sea
On HBO at 9:30 pm
Genre: Sci-Fi

Cast: Thomas Jane, Saffron
Burrows

Weeklong ‘jatra pala’ begins

from today
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To safeguard one of the most popular indige-
nous performing arts 'jatra pala' from extinc-
tion, a weeklong festival begins today at Ban-
gladesh Shilpakala Academy. Troupes from
different parts of the country will stage popular
pala throughout the festival. On the inaugural
day, Chaitali Opera will stage “Devi Sultana”.
Information Minister Abul Kalam Azad is
expected to inaugurate the festival this evening
as the chief guest, while Kamal Lohani, director
general of BSA will preside over the inaugural.
The other troupes to stage 'jatra pala' during
the festival are Ananda Opera, New Rong Mahal
and Sangeeta Jatra Unit. The troupes will stage

pala titled "Kohinur” (directed by Brajendra
Kumar Dey), “Manabi Devi" (Nirmal
Mukhopadhyay) and “Jalim Singher Maath"
(Prashad Krishna Bhattacharya). Jatra artiste
Victor Daniel will stage a solo performance on
May 11. The day's performance also includes
bibeker gaan by artistes from different troupes.

Renowned theatre personality Mamunur
Rashid will deliver the “Amalendu Biswas
Memorial Lecture” on the last day. Among
others, Professor Israfil Shahin of Dhaka Uni-
versity; jatra artistes Milon Kanti Dey and Sul-
tan Selim and journalist Abdul Mazid will dis-
cuss on the topic.

Under the supervision by Shilpakala Acad-
emy , the department of Drama and Film has
arranged the festival.
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Theatre troupe Palakar staged its new production “Nora’r Tin Konna” at the Experimental
Theatre Hall, Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy on May 3. Based on Henrik lbsen's “A
Doll's House”, the play is originally written by Swedish playwright Henning Mankell.
Raihan Amin has translated it into Bengali, while Aminur Rahman Mukul directs it. The
story of the play follows three daughters of Nora, who meet at their mother's grave 10

years after she passed away.

Patigonit

On Banglavision at 8:15 pm
Drama Serial

Cast: Mosharraf Karim, Nadia




