@he Baily Star

\le

NATIONAL

DHAKA WEDNESDAY MAY 5, 2010 1 3

UPDF man
shot dead

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
Rangamati

A leader of Ganotantrik Jubo
Forum (G]JF), a newly formed
associate organisation of anti-
peace United People's
Democratic Front (UPDF) was
shot dead allegedly by the
armed members of Parbatya
Chattagram Jana Sanghati
Samity (PCJSS) at Labourpara
under Jurachhari upazila on
Sunday morning.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Prashanta Chakma,35,
son of Prem Kumar Chakma of
village Labourpara under
Jurachhari upazila. He was
organising secretary of GJF
Jurachhari unit.

Quoting locals police said
an armed gang sprayed bullets
on Prashanta when he was
taking meal at his house,
leaving him dead on the spot.

Abu Ali Md. Sazzad
Hossain, Upazila Nirbahi
Officer (UNQ) of Jurachhari
upazila, yesterday confirmed
the incident, saying police
recovered the body and sent it
to Rangamati General
Hospital for autopsy.

Police later handed over
the body to the victim's rela-
tives.

Shantideb Chakma, coor-
dinator of UPDE Rangamati
unit, Monday blamed PCJSS
for the killing and demanded
arrest and exemplary punish-
ment to the culprits.

Sajib Chakma, assistant
publicity secretary of PCJS55
central committee, however
denied the allegation saying
Prashanta died because of
their internal conflict.

In Cox's Bazar, BDR on
Sunday morning arrested six
people at Leda point on Cox's
Bazar-Teknaf highway and
recovered a magazine of nine
mm submachine gun, seven
bullets and banned stimulant
Yaba tablets.

The members of
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR)
raided a passenger chair
coach named N Alam of Naf
Special Service Paribahan at
9.30am and recovered the
arms, bullets and tablets in 70
packets from under the seats.

They also arrested six on
change of smuggling, accord-
ing to a correspondent.
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Passengers from India get stranded at Burimari land port as transport owners observed strike in Lalmonirhat district yester-

day and Monday.

TRANSPORT STRIKE HITS BURIMARI PORT

Export-import comes to
halt, travellers suffer

A CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

Export-import through Burimari land port
could not take place on Monday and Tuesday
due to transport strike enforced by district
Motor Vehicle Owners' Association, depriving
government of about Tk 50lakh revenue,

The strike also caused untold sufferings to
the travellers who came from India. After immi-
gration formalities, they could not leave the
port for their respective destinations as vehi-
cles were off the roads.

Burimari land port customs official said the
government had to incur about Tk 50 lakh loss
in revenue as export-import through the land
port remained halted due to the strike in the
last two days.

The importers and exporters also faced
heavy losses as truckers refused to carry their
goods during the strike. Loading and unloading
of goods were also suspended.

Importer Hamid Babu told this corre-
spondent that he imported coal from
India on Monday morning, but could not
unload the coal from Indian truck due to

transport support.

District Motor Owners' Association
enforced the strike protesting illegal toll collec-
tion by a section of people in the transport
sector in the name of labour welfare. They also
demanded immediate steps to stop extortion
and harassment of transport workers.

Our Kurigran corresponded adds: Bus strike
on Kurigram-Lalmonirhat road in the last two
days caused immense sufferings to the passen-
gers.

Kurigram Motor Owners' Association called
the strike protesting illegal toll collection from
buses in the name of Truck Labourers’ Union.

General Secretary of Motor Owners'
Association Lutfar Rahman said they informed
the district administration of the illegal toll
collection by a section of transport workers, but
to no effect.

“We shall go for an indefinite strike if neces-
sary measures are not taken to stop toll collec-
tionimmediately,” he said.

The association also condemned the
April 17 incident between truck workers and
owners.

10 injured in clash, houses

vandalised, torched in Ctg
15 hurt in Rangpur clash

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

At least 10 people were injured while 20 houses
were damaged and torched during a clash
between locals and slum dwellers over posses-
sion of land at Islampur under Bayezid police
station yesterday.

The clash occurred between Islampur Social
Welfare and Law and Order Protection
Committee and Chainnamul (landless)
Cooperative Society.

Police detained Jotsna, 35, Firoza, 50, Sala
Uddin, 18, Abul Kalam, 50, and Shahana
Begum, 40, after the incident.

The arrestees, excluding Shahana, are
undergoing treatments at Chittagong Medical
College Hospital (CMCH) under police custody
as they were injured during the clashes. Identity
of the rest injured could not be known.

After two phases of clashes on Monday night
the feuding groups locked in a fresh clash at
around 5.00am yesterday which continued till
11:00am, police said.

During the clashes both the groups vanda-
lised 10 houses, set fire to 10 other houses and
shops, and opened fire.

Later, police also opened blank fire to bring
the situation under control, said Sub Inspector
(SI) Mustafiz of Bayezid police station.

"We picked up five people from the spot and
deployed police to avert further untoward
incident,” he said.

Local people had a longstanding dispute
with the cooperative society led by muscleman
Akhter over a piece ofland, SI Mustafiz said.

In Rangpur, at least 15 people were injured
yesterday in a clash between autorickshaw and
motor bus workers at Sathmatha in the town.

Injured Ratan, Binoy, Swapan, Sohel, Nazim,
Rani, Nannu and Reaz were admitted to
Rangpur Sadar Hospital.

Auto-rickshaw workers alleged that a num-
ber of motor bus-workers attacked them at
Sathmatha without any provocation while they
were observing auto-rickshaw strike yesterday.

The auto-rickshaw workers enforced strike
in Rangpur protesting beating of two of their
collegues by motor bus men on Monday after-
noon in Mahiganj area.

Police said the clash ensued at about
12:30pm when a number of auto-rickshaw
workers allegedly damaged glasses of a bus by
pelting brickbats at Sathmatha.

Mutiny trial
at Rangamati
adjourned

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Rangamati

The special court-4 of
Bangladesh Rifles yesterday
adjourned the trial of 75
accused BDR jawans of 9 Rifle
Battalion at the BDR sector
headquarters in Rangamati
and scheduled January 10,
2011 for next hearing.

The tribunal resumed its
proceedings on Monday after
a gap of 73 days and was again
adjourned for eight months
after receiving the depositions
of 25 witnesses out of 100.

Two witnesses--Habilder
Md. Mokhlesur Rahman and
Habilder Md. Shahadat Ali--
gave depositions before the
special court.

The accused were pro-
duced before the tribunal and
sent back to the prison after
the adjournment.

Director General of BDR
Maj Gen Md. Moinul Islam, Lt
Col Md. Abdur Rouf and Major
Golam Mostafa al-Mamun are
the members of the special
court.

Deputy Attorney General
Md Sohrawardy, on behalf of
attorney general, helped the
proceedings.

Mosharraf Hossain Kajal
and Md. Mohiuddin Dewan
were present as the senior
Public prosecutors on behalf
of the state while Advocate SM
Abdur Rouf, Kazi Bshir Ahmed
and Major Enamul Karim
provided legal assistance to
the mutineers.

The mutiny in Rangamati
took place in three of the
sector's five battalions. The
three battalions are--12 Rifles
Battalion at Rajanagar in
Longudu, 9 Rifles Battalion at
Marishya in Baghaichhari and
18 Rifles Battalion at
Chhotohorina in Barkal
upazila of the district.

Lightning
kills 4 in
Bagerhat

A CORRESPONDENT, Bagerhat

Lightning killed four people
including three women in
Rampal and Kachua upazilas
under Bagerhat on Sunday.

The dead were identified as
Fatema Begum, 32, of
Maniknagar village, Kulsum
Begum, 22, of Kumlai
Kadamtola village, Rabeya
Begum, 33, of Chakshi village -
all three under Rampal
upazila- and Yunus Hazra, 60,
of Tengrakhali village under
Kachua upazila.

Rampal police station
officer-in-charge (0OC) Ram
Prasad Bhakta said, three
women were killed by light-
ning in the upazila during
storm on Sunday evening.

Kachua police station sub-
inspector Sunil Kumar Dutta
said, farmer Yunus Hazra was
killed as lightning struck him
while he was cutting grass in
the field Sunday afternoon. He
died on the spot.

Our Correspondent in
Chapainawabgnaj reports: A
man was killed and four others
were injured by lightning at
Bakherali village under Sadar
upazila on Monday afternoon.

The dead was identified
Ershad Ali, 25, son of Abdul
Qaium of Bkherali village under
Sadaruparzilain the district.

Locals identified the injured
as Ershad's brother Abdul Bari,
30, his sister Rehana Khatun,
25, cousin Nazma Khatun, 20,
and sister-in-law Merina
Khatun, 26, ofthe same village.
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OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

Jubo League, BCL
leaders held for

Pabna chaos
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Two leaders of ruling Awami League's associate bodies--Jubo
League and Chhatra League--were arrested on Monday on charges
of vandalising shops and vehicles in the town on Sunday night.

The arrestees are Moshtaq Ahmed Azad, former secretary of

W C 4 m A9 m BCL Pabna district unit, and Khokon, secretary of Jubo Leage
Pabna municipal unit.
- B m C‘Iﬁﬁ’lﬂ L).85 The incident occurred at around 9:00pm on Sunday when a
BCL group took out a procession in the town, rejecting new
R m ¢h.eY distritg::lt- cnﬂlmittee that fEl'Il'lEd through selection. : :
m m Following the incident, Mahedi Hassan, organising secretary
s i 20,00 of Pabna municipal unit, filed a case with Sadar Police Station
8. ﬁw I v8. Y against 12 people, including district Jubo League President
Ragib Hassan Tipu and BCLleader Moshtag Ahmed Azad.
¢ 7t 29.90 ; ; : :
g : Officer- in-Charge of Sadar Police Station Md Motiur Rahman
Y fofereraaf™ T O told this correspondent that they arrested the two in a case filed
- . by ALleader Mehdi Hassan.
i P m e qQu. 3= Meanwhile, at least 25 people, including 13 policemen, were

injured during a clash between two BCL factions on Pabna
Edward College campus on Monday.

Campus sources said the trouble began at around 2:00pm when
the BCL faction, which rejected formation of the new district body
the daybefore, came under attack by their rival party men.

Both sides chased each other and hurled brickbats, leaving at
least 25, including 13 cops injured. Police charged batons and
brought the situation under control.

Three of the injured policemen--Sub- Inspector (SI) Md
Shahid, ASI Bijoy and constable Abdul Khaleque--were admit-
ted to Pabna General Hospital while the rest were given first aid.

BCL factions at Barisal
polytec clash: 4 injured

7 hurt as BCL, Jubo League clash in Nilphamari

A CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

Four activists of Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL) were
injured in a factional clash at
Barisal Polytechnic Institute
yesterday.

The injured were identified
as Nazrul, 4th year student of
electronics department; Sabuj
and Riazul, 3rd year student of
mechanical engineering
department and Subir, 2nd
year student of the same
department.

Campus sources said the

two and a halfhours long clash
erupted at around 11:45am as
the supporters of BCL maga-
zine secretary Imran Hossain
Mishu hit Nazrul, a supporter
of BCL president Abdur
Razzak, with a sharp weapon.

Within moments the two
factions locked in a fierce
clash using lethal weapons
including firearms.

The injured were rushed to
the Barisal Sher-e-Bangla
Medical College and Hospital.

Contacted, principal Mir
Mosharaff Hossain blamed

PHOTO: STAR

Bangladesh Chhatra League activists attack rivals with lethal
weapons during their intra-party clash at Barisal Polytechnic

Institute yesterday.

the BCL chief for the clash
saying he was staying on the
campus although his
studentship expired and
creating chaos.

In Nilphamari, at least
seven people were injured as
activists of Chhattra League
and Jubo League clashed in
the district town over a trivial
matter yesterday.

Of the injured two were
admitted to local hospital,
reports our correspondent.

Eyve-witnesses said the
motorbike of Jubo League
leader Ripon Ahmed acciden-
tally hit from behind Nahidul
Islam Nixon, former vice
president of Nilphamari gov-
ernment college students'
union and Chhattra League
leader, at the gate of
Nilphamari branch of
Rajshahi Krishi Unnayan Bank
atnoon in the new market area
ofthe town.

At this both of them
engaged in a scuffle. Later a
clash erupted between the
supporters of the two leaders.
Both Ripon and Nixon were
admitted to the district hospi-
tal as they were critically
injured.

After a while a large num-
ber of activists of Chhatira
League and Jubo League
engaged in a fresh clash in
Chowrongi and New Market
area of the town which contin-
ued forabout an hour.

During the clash five more
people including BCL district
unit general secretary Wadud
Rahman and deputy cultural
secretary Naeem Islam, were
injured.
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