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Matin was

Chhatra

Sangha man
Says Amu

UNB, Dhaka

Awami League leader Amir
Hossain Amu MP yesterday
confirmed that Investigation
Officer for probing crimes
against humanity Abdul Matin
was an activist of [slami Chhatra
Sangha, the student wing of
Jamaat-e-Islami Pakistan.

Amu was elected Vice-
president of BM College stu-
dents union in 1963 defeating
Matin, a nominee of Islami
Chhatra Sangha, in the election.

“He (Matin) was very much
involved in Islami Chhatra
Sangha activities,” Amu told
UNB.

Staff correspondent adds:
Again refuting allegation of his
past affiliation with an organi-
sation widely accused of
crimes against humanity in
1971, Abdul Matin said the
investigation process is being
hampered due to the poor
logistic support.

“Due to shortage of logistic
support we cannot go to the
crime scenes in and outside
the Dhaka city to carry out
investigation. An old
microbus has been given two
to three days ago but fuel has
not been provided.”

Matin said this to reporters
at his office at Old High Court
Building yesterday afternoon.

Rebutting the statement of
a Jamaat leader of Barisal
district that he had contested
for vice president of BM
College central students
union election in 1963 from
Islami Chhatra Sangha, which
later became Islami Chhatra
Shibir, Matin once again said
he was an independent candi-
date in the election.

“The records of the BM
College will say whether I was
a neutral candidate in 1963
and whether any students'
organisation named Islami
Chhatra Sangha was there at
thattime,” he said.

Mahiul Islam, the then
Chhatra Sangha leader and
also present Rukon of Jamaat,
on Monday told a daily that
Matin had contested the
election under the banner of
Chhatra Sangha. He had also
said that the records of the
college would prove that.

Asked whether he would
resign for the allegation, Matin
said, “The government
appointed me, so [ am dis-
charging my duties.”

In reply to another query
Matin said he has never prom-
ised before the law minister
that the investigators will
submit probe reports on the
allegations of crime against
humanity within May.

North Bengal
Sugar Mills
to observe

Shaheed
Day today

METRO DESK

North Bengal Sugar Mills will
observe 'Shaheed Day' today
in memory of those who
embraced martyrdom on this
day during the liberation war
in 1971.

The Pakistani occupation
forces killed Language
Movement veteran and free-
dom fighter 1Lt Md Anwarul
Azim, the then administrator of
the sugar mill at Gopalpur in
Natore, along with more than
150 officers and employees of
the mill beside a pond on its

premises and later dumped the
bodies into the pond.

With this, the Pakistani
army took revenge on Lt Azim,
who with his fellow freedom
fighters handed them a crush-
ing defeat at Gopalpur Rail
Station gate.

Moreover, he had ordered
that the Ishwardi Airport be
blown up.

In recognition of his role in
the liberation war Gopalpur
Rail Station was named Azim
Nagar at the instruction of
Bangabandhu in 1974 while a
commemorative stamp was
published in 1994. The pond
was named Shaheed Sagar.

On the occasion,
Qurankhwani, milad mahfil
and discussion will be held
while a barefoot silent proces-
sion will also be taken out to
mark the day.

The wife of ma Azim
and family members of the
other martyrs will also attend
the programmes.

PHOTO: STAR
Action on Disability and Development forms a human chain in front of the National Press Club in the
city yesterday demanding an increase in budgetary allocation for the persons with disabilities.

PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES
Sufficient budgetary
funds demanded

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Organisations working on the rights of the
people with disabilities demanded sufficient
allocation in the coming budget for the welfare
of the disabled that accounts one percent of the
country's total population.

They also called upon the government to
spend 10 percent of the total allocation of the
education sector to improve the education
quality of the physically challenged.

Action on Disability and Development
(ADD), Jativa Trinamul Protibandhi Sangstha
and Jatiya Nari Protibandhi Parishad made the
demands from a human chain in front of
National Press Clubin the city.

The organisations' leaders also demanded
Tk 500 as stipends for a disabled student in
primary school level, Tk 1000 in secondary
school level, Tk 1,500 in higher secondary level
and Tk 2,000 in graduation and post graduation

level.

The government should allocate separate
funds to provide treatment to the physically
challenged, provide free education materials to
the disabled students and provide Braille
books, talking books and computer software to
all academic libraries for them.

They also urged the government to increase
the allowance for the disabled from Tk 300 to Tk
500. They also called for an allocation of Tk 10
crore to provide legal aid to disabled women
and Tk 50 crore to provide wheel chairs,
scratches, artificial legs, white canes, specta-
cles and hearing machines to the physically
challenged.

Jaochand Karmakar, deputy capacity build-
ing coordinator of ADD, Md Akhter Hossain,
president of Jativa Trinamul Protibandhi
Sangstha, and Firoza Akhter Shima, convener
of Jatiya Nari Protibandhi Parishad, partici-
pated in the human chain.

Govt gives high priority
to N-power generation
FM tells IAEA director general

DirLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Foreign Minister Dipu Moni said the govern-
ment has given high priority to nuclear power
generation to resolve the energy crisis facing the
country.

She said this during a meeting with Director
General of International Atomic Energy Agency
(LAEA) Yukiya Amano in New York on Monday,
according to a message received here yesterday.

Dipu Moni was also due to make the country
statement at the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT)
Review Conference yesterday.

During the discussion with Amano, she
reviewed the existing cooperation between
Bangladesh and the IAEA, particularly with
regard to the technical assistance projects.

She thanked the IAEA official for helping
Bangladesh in capacity building to run its first-
ever Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant.

They also discussed unanimous adoption of

a resolution by Bangladesh parliament in sup-
portofthe 2010 NPT Review Conference.

IAEA official Amano said he was impressed
with the consensus Bangladesh enjoyed at the
national level on disarmament and non-

proliferation issues.

The foreign minister mentioned that
Bangladesh would like to be represented in the
IAEA Governing Board in the near future to playa
greater role in global nuclear disarmament and
non-proliferation.

She also urged Amano to ensure representa-
tion of Bangladesh in the senior management of
IAEA,

DipuMoniextended aninvitation to the Amano
for visiting Bangladesh, which he accepted, and
said that he might visit Bangladesh in December
2010orin January2011.

In the evening, Dipu Moni attended a recep-
tion hosted by the Permanent Mission of
Bangladesh to the United Nations in New York
and introduced Bangladesh candidate to
CEDAW (Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women) elections,
Ambassador Ismat Jahan, to the NewYork-based
delegates of UN Member States.

She spoke about the commitment to and
achievement of Bangladesh in women's
empowerment and sought support of CEDAW
States Parties to the candidacy of Ambassador
Ismat Jahan.

Mystery shrouds
death of
teenage girl

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The death of a 13-year-old girl
at Dhaka Medical College

CANTT HOUSE CASE
Khaleda's 'no trust'
in an HC bench

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Hospital yesterday afternoon
has been shrouded in mystery.

The girl identified as Ruma
Akhterhad died after fighting for life
for about 15 hours at the hospital.
She was brought to the hospital
about 12:15am by her relatives with
whomsheused tostay.

On admission, doctors
found poison in her stomach
and gave treatment but she
died around 3:45pm.

Badal, a youth who claimed
to be Ruma's maternal cousin,
said the girl used to stay at her
another cousin Suman Khan's
house at Adabar in the city. He
said they do not know in what
circumstances she took poison.

Four to five people includ-
ing a woman who were attend-
ing Ruma at the hospital disap-
peared after the doctors
declared her dead.

The body was lying on the

to it yesterday.

BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia has once again expressed 'no confi-
dence' in a High Court bench about getting justice from it on the
writ petition regarding her cantonment residence.

She conveyed this to the HC bench comprised of Justice Md
Imman Ali and Justice Obaidul Hasan through a petition submitted

The bench accepted the petition and fixed today for its hearing.

In her petition yesterday, the former prime minister also prayed
to the HC bench to drop from the list of cases for hearing the writ
petition challenging a government notice asking her to leave the
cantonment house, or to send it to the chiefjustice.

Earlier on April 13, the same bench rejected a similar petition
filed by Khaleda expressing no confidence in this bench, and fixed
May 4 (yesterday) for hearing the writ petition.

The BNP chiefstated in the petition that she might not get justice
from this bench.

Khaleda's counsel Mahbubuddin Khokon told this correspon-
dent that his client expressed no confidence since this bench had
earlier wanted to get her lawyers arrested, and also because it is
influenced by the attorney general.

The bench on April 12 urged senior lawyers to save them, and the
image of the court as a group of pro-BNP lawyers created chaos
during the hearing of the writ petition by it.

Barrister Rafiqul Islam Mia appeared for Khaleda while Attorney
General Mahbubey Alam represented the government yesterday.

hospital premises till 9:00pm.
When contacted, Suman

Khan told The Daily Star that

Ruma had been staying with

Outlaw killed in 'shootout’

Call to help
try war
criminals

Bss, Dhaka

NEWS IN BRIEF

Judge gives deposition

CouRT CORRESPONDENT

“Khetabprapta Muktijoddha
Foundation - 1971", an organi-
sation of the gallantry award
recipient freedom fighters
yesterday expressed its total
solidarity with the ongoing
process of the trial of war
criminals.

“We congratulate the pres-
ent government and Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina for
taking the bold decision to try
the perpetrators of crimes
against humanity who were
involved in genocide, killing,
arson, looting and other

CdaInage Case.

January
guilt willfully.

A joint sessions judge who had earlier recorded confessional
statement of a Harkatul Jihad (Huji) member, gave his deposi-
tion before a Dhaka court yesterday in the Ramna Batamul

Judge Kaniz Akhter Nasrina Khanam of the Speedy Trial
Tribunal-3 recorded statement of former Dhaka Metropolitan
Magistrate Waliul Islam and later he was cross-examined by
the defence lawyers.

In his deposition, Waliul said that he had recorded confes-
sional statement of Huji member Arif Hassan Sumon on
18 in 2008. In his confession, Sumon admitted his

3 arrested with firearms

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

offences during the War of
Liberation,” says a Foundation
press release signed by its
General Secretary Major (Retd)
Wakal Hasan, Bir Protik.

The foundation called
upon the people as well as
individuals to help hold the
trial of the war criminals by
supplying necessary docu-
ments, information and evi-
dence against those collabo-
rators of the Pakistani occupa-

tion forces who were involved | BSS, Dhaka

Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) arrested three alleged drug and
arms peddlers with five foreign firearms and eight rounds of
bullets from Alam Market Jurain in the city on Sunday night.

The arrestees were identified as Badrul Alam alias Labu,
28, and his two associates Habib Ahmed alias Monir, 35, and
Khalequzzaman alias Rony, 34.

Among them, Labu is one of the sons of industrialist
Mohammad Alam, who was killed at his Jurain residence
along with three maids on January 2 in 2002.

4-lane Dhaka-Ctgroad by 2013

in crimes against humanity.

It said although 38 years
have elapsed, the trial of the
war criminals would be a
bright example of Hasina's
government of materialising
the election pledges. By hold-
ing the trial, the nation would
be freed from one of its worst

in January.

The upgrading of Dhaka-Chittagong Highway (Daudkandi-
Chittagong Section) from two to four lanes is expected to be
completed within three years.

The construction work for upgrading the highway began

Additional Chief Engineer of Department of Roads and
Highways Mofizul Islam said construction of 192km road
from Daudkandi to Chittagong would be completed by

stigma, it added. December2013.
: JamunaTVhuman chain today
Gl'abblng Of STAFF CORRESPONDENT

temple
protested

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Members of Hindu community
in the city's Rayerbazar area
yesterday staged a demonstra-
tion protesting the grabbing of

Journalists and employees of Jamuna Television will form a
human chain in front of the National Press Club in the city
today demanding an immediate solution regarding the dead-
lock over the channel.

Staff of Jamuna TV, operation of which has been remaining
suspended since last November, said this at a press confer-
ence at the National Press Club yesterday.

5 lakh to get free eye care

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

land belonging to a century-
old templeinthe area.

They alleged that a devel- | Si
oper company occupied the
Sree Sree Kali Mandiryesterday.

The demonstrators took
out a procession from the
temple and later formed a
human chain in front of the
National Press Club demand-
ing that the government take
steps to recover the temple
land and take action against

of Sigh

Hope for the Poorest (HP), a sister concern of ASA, and
ghtsavers International signed a memorandum of under-
standing (MOU) on Sunday to provide free eye care to five
lakh extreme poor people of the country, says a press release.

HP will provide the services with the technical assistance
tsavers, which will start on May 20 at ASA Health
Complex at Chunarughat in Habiganj and gradually it will be
expanded throughout the country.

Four factories fined

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

the developer.
Dhakeshwari National
Temple general secretary
Advocate Taposh Pal, organis-
ing secretary Advocate

Mobile courts yesterday fined four industrial units Tk 80,000
for conducting business without taking fire licence and not
having proper fire safety system.

Fire Service and Civil Defense Directorate conducted the

courts at different industrial units in Dhaka led by Executive

them for the last eight years. He | OUR CORRESPONDENT, village in the upazila.

said they brought her from | Kushtia Alim was the regional leader
Golachipa in Patuakhali and she of outlawed Gono Bahini,
used mlnnkalfterhjsdau@ter. An outlaw was killed in a policesaid.

Suman said he has rebuked | 'sho0tout' between his cohorts A team of Detective Branch
Rumaon Monday and at night | o4 police in Mirpur upazilaof andMirpurpoliceraidedabanana
she took pesticide kept at the Kushti | d o
house for using on plants. ushtia early yesterday. orchard at Kalabaria village

Adabar police said they
were not aware of any such
incident.

The deceased was identified

as Abdul Alim, 32, son of late
Nuruddin Biswas of Kalabaria

around 3:15am following infor-
mation that Alim and his men
were holdingameetingthere.

Kishore Mandal, treasurer
Advocate Shamol Roy, Kali
Mandir committee president
Suhash Pal and general secre-
tary Shamvunath Pal were
present at the human chain
programine.

Magistrate Abul Bashar Md Fakhruzzaman.
The mobile courts conducted raids at Rintumoni

Garments and Realty Fashion World at Lalbagh, Monimishi
Fashion and Textile at Shyampur and Shahji Dyeing and
Printing at Jurain.

Mirpur OC, 2
cops sued for
taking bribe

COURT CORRESPONDENT

Mirpur Model Police Station
Officer-in-charge (OC) and his
two Sub-Inspectors (SIs)
yesterday were sued for taking
Tk 2.5 lakh as bribe from a
local landowner for giving him
security.

Metropolitan Magistrate
AKM Emdadul Haque took the
charge into cognizance and
directed the additional
inspector general of Criminal
Investigation Department to
submit a probe report by July
15.

The accused are--0OC Zakir
Hossain Mollah and two Sls
Abdul Aziz and Mohammad
Bakar.

One Monjurul Islam of
91/2, West Mirpur, filed the
case against the accused.

Monirul said he sought
police help to save the land
when a group of local land
grabbers attempted to grab it
and threatened him to leave.

He said one Jahangir Alam
gave him a power of attorney
to look after the land on which
he raised a two-storied build-
ing.
Monirul said the accused
demanded Tk 5lakh for provid-
ing him security. He, however,
gave them Tk 2.50lakh as bribe.

Monirul said the gang still
attempted to occupy the land
forcefully despite paying half of
the bribe. At this, he rushed to
the police once more for help.

He added that the law
enforcers together with the
local hoodlums stormed into
his house on April 25 this year
and assaulted him.

Monirul said they also
ransacked and looted valu-
ables from his house as he
refused to pay the rest of the
money.

The accused picked him up
and took him in their custody,
the complainantadded.

Obituary

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Al b aj
Mozaffar Ali
Talukder,
' former
¥*"’B‘* official of
P British
’ j government
b and father of
the Daily Jugantor Chief
Reporter Rafiqul Islam Ratan,
passed away due to old age
complications at his village
home Nagarbari under
Kalihati upazila in Tangail
yesterday at the age of 102,
says a pressrelease.

He left behind his three
sons, four daughters, a host of
relatives and admirers to
mourn his death.

He was laid to rest at his
family graveyard at Nagarbari
afternamaz-e-janaza.

His qulkhwani will be held
at his village home on Friday.
Relatives and admirers have
been requested to attend the
qulkhwani.

Nuruzzaman Talukder
STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Nuruzzaman Talukder
Bachchu, a leader of Workers
Party of Bangladesh Syedpur
upazila unit of Nilphamari,
passed away at the Labaid
Hospital in the city yesterday,
says a pressrelease.

Party President Rashed
Khan Menon and General
Secretary Anisur Rahman
Mallick expressed deep shock
at his death.

Bangladesh Jubo Moitri
President Sadakat Hossain
Khan Babul and General
Secretary Mostafa Alamgir
Ratan also condoled the
death.

Bachchu was injured seri-
ously in a road accident at
Syedpuron April 23.

70 lakh suffer from asthma

47 posts of docs lying vacant at respiratory
medicine units in public hospitals

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Some 47 posts of professors, associate profes-
sors and assistant professors have been lying
vacant at the newly established respiratory
medicine units at 13 public medical college and
hospitals, health experts said at a discussion
yesterday.

They said hospitals must have respiratory
medicine units, as 20 percent of the patients in
the medicine wards at different hospitals suffer
from chest diseases. But if the posts remain
vacant, patients would be deprived of proper
healthcare.

An estimated 5 crore people are suffering from
different types of lung diseases in the country and
70 lakh of them are suffering from asthma, they
added.

The Asthma Association Bangladesh organ-
ised the discussion at a city hotel to mark the
World Asthma Day and the 14th Annual
Scientific Conference of the association.

The theme of the World Asthma Day this year
is "You can control your asthma.'

Using modern medicine, an asthma
patient could control his or her disease, the
experts said and called for raising awareness
in this regard.

Some 13,000 community healthcare provid-
ers who are going to be appointed soon at the
community clinics should be trained to manage
respiratory problems, so that people can receive
this service from the community clinics, said Dr
Sharfuddin Ahmed, secretary general of
Bangladesh Medical Association.

Health Minister AFM Ruhal Haque said he
would take steps to appoint doctors to the respi-
ratory medicine units of the 13 medical colleges
immediately.

The ministry would find out the loopholes in
the health services, he said and urged the doc-
tors to give more time to the patients.

State Minister for Health Mujibur Rahman
Fakir, President of Asthma Association Prof
Mirza Mohammad Hiron, Vice President Dr
Biswas Akhtar Hossain, Secretary General Dr
Sayedul Islam and Joint Secretary Dr Narayan
Chandra Datta also spoke.
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