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Murali out of
World T20

AFP, Colombo

Sri Lanka suffered a major
blow to their World Twenty20
campaign when veteran off-
spinner Muttiah Muralidaran
was sidelined with a groin
injury, officials said on
Monday.

Muralidaran, 38, who is also

the team's vice-captain, was
injured during Friday's opening
match against New Zealand in
Guyana, which Sri Lanka lost by
twowickets.

"Clinical tests revealed a
grade one strain of his right
adductor muscle,”" team phys-
iotherapist Tommy Simsek said
in a statement released by Sri
Lanka Cricket in Colombo.

"Murali has been advised to

rest for two to three weeks."

Muralidaran, who is the
most successful bowler in
history with a record 792 Test
and 512 one-day wickets, took
two wickets for 25 runs against
NewZealand.

His replacement will be
announced soon by the selec-
tors in Colombo, a Sri Lanka

Cricket spokesman said.
Sri Lanka take on Zimbabwe

in their last Group B match in
Guyana later on Monday, a
game the 2009 World T20 run-
ners-up must win to stay in the
12-nation tournament.

Shirin, Liza
still lead

SPORTS REPORTER

Holder Sharmin Sultana
Shirin and last year's runner-
up WFM Shamima Akter Liza
maintained their joint lead in
the Arlin Developer 31st
National Women's Chess
Championship at the close of
the ninth round at the
Narayanganj Club Auditorium
yesterday.

Shirin beat Jahanara Haque
Runu while Liza beat Masuda
Begum to earn 8.5 points from
nine matches. Masuda is in
the second position with 6.5
points.

Nazrana Khan Eva drew
with WEM Zakia Sultana, WIM
Rani Hamid beat Rokshana
Titli, Mahmuda Haque
Chowdhury Moly beat Dilara

Jahan Nupru and Protiva
Talukdder beat Aeon Sarker.

Mahela shines

FROM PAGE 17

This edition and he made just

two before a miscued drive off

Elton Chigumbura went

straight to mid-off.
Twenty20 debutant

Thissara Perera helped

Jayawardene add 56 in six
overs before he was well
caught in the deep by
Chigumbura.

Several batsmen then
failed to get going but
Jayawardene carried on
serenely before he was finally
caught at long-on off left-arm
spinner Ray Price.

SCORES IN BRIEF

Sri Lanka: 173 for 7 in 20 overs
(Mahela Jayawardene 100,
Perera 23; Price 2-31)
Zimbabwe: 29-1 in 5 overs (
Taibu 12 not out, Taylor 11 not
out)

Result: Sri Lanka won by 14
runs (D/L method)
Man-of-the-match:
Jayawardene.

Hockey team

FROM PAGE 17

"We will try to play a practice
match against Hong Kong
before the start of the tourna-
ment. | may make shuffle the
team from one game fto
another as the heat is too
much and two of the players
have already suffered heat-
stroke during practice.”

The tournament begins on
Friday with seven teams
including hosts Bangladesh
participating with top two
finishers qualifying for the
apex tournament in Asia.

Each team will take on
another in the round-robin
system. Bangladesh will play
their first match on Sunday
against Thailand. State-run
channel BTV will beam all the
matches of Bangladesh live
from the Maulana Bhasani
National Hockey Stadium.
SQUAD
Zahid Hossain (Gk), Monowar
Hossain Rasel (Gk),
Asaduzzaman Chandan,
Mamunur Rahman Chayan,
Moshiur Rahman Biplob
(Captain), Rasel mahmud
Jimmy, Musharof Hossain
Kuti, Sheikh Mohammad
Nannu, Abdus Sajjad John,
Kamruzzaman Rana, Krishno
Kumar, Maksud Alam Habul,
Al-Moshiur Rahman Feroz,
Imran Pinto, Irfan Ahmed,
Jamil bin Talib, Pushkor
Khisha Mimo, Golam Mostafa
Manik

PHOTO: COURTESY
Khulna are ecstatic after lifting the 30th Inter-District Cricket Championship by defeating Dhaka in the

final at the Shams Ul Huda Stadium in Jessore yesterday.

Raina thanks Dhoni

CRICINFO, Gros Islet
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Suresh Raina
has credited
the India
captain
Mahendra
Singh Dhoni
for helping him develop to
become the third player to
score a Twenty20 interna-
tional century. Raina's 101
against South Africa elevated
him to elite company with
only Chris Gayle and Brendon
McCullum having previously
made hundreds.

The innings ensured vic-
tory for India, who have pro-
gressed to the Super FEights,
and surpassed Gautam
Gambhir's 75 three years ago
as the highest score by an
India player in an interna-
tional. Raina said playing with
Dhoni in the Chennai Super
Kings' triumphant IPL cam-
paign had been a major
bonus.

"Mahi [Dhoni] helped me a
lot in the IPL," Raina told
reporters in 5t Lucia. "The
senior players, Sachin
Tendulkar and Rahul Dravid,

have also supported me
throughout. ['ve played five or
six years of international
cricket, it's important to fulfil
the dreams they've had for
me."

He brought up his mile-
stone with a six off Albie
Morkel and in doing so, made
the most of an early life after
he was caught off a Morne
Morkel no-ball on 5. Raina
said he didn't feel at his best
early in the innings but found
his touch as the day wore on.

"I was not hitting the ball
when I came in," he said. "1
was thinking 'just rotate the
strike' and when [ get a loose
ball just go forit.”

The 14-run result has left
South Africa needing to beat
Afghanistan in Barbados on
Wednesday to move past the
group stage. It is a game that
South Africa should win but
they have left themselves
vulnerable after failing to
restrict Raina's output.

"We started well with the
ball, 160 was par and we were
on track for that until Raina
got hold of us at the backend,”
the captain Graeme Smith

said. "It was a terrific knock, he
held the innings together.

"He played with great
accuracy and power and he
was able to exploit our lack of
accuracy towards the back
end, which played into his
hands. I spoke before the
game about little things and
that no-ball proved to be
costlyforusinthe end.”

Smith conceded that South
Africa's chase wasn't helped
by a slow start from himself
and Jacques Kallis. Both men
made reasonable scores but
they didn't move fast enough
and when they fell within an
over of each other, they had
left the team still needing 59
from 22 balls with seven wick-
etsin hand.

"Myselfand Jacques proba-
bly left it a bit late for the other
guys,” Smith said. "It was
disappointing, when you are
chasing a total and you end up
15 runs short of whatever it is
and not all your guys get a
chance to have a whack. We've
definitely got to sharpen up
before we play Afghanistan.
We've got some things to work
on and to think about.”

Henin's first win

Ig a Tennis

AFP, Stuttgart

Former world number one
Justine Henin gave herself a
French Open boost on
Sunday with the first victory
on her comeback as she won
the Stuttgart WTA tourna-
ment.

Since ending her 18-
month hiatus in January,
Henin's 6-4, 2-6, 6-1 win over
Australia’s Samantha Stosur
in Sunday's final was her first
title in her third final since
coming out of retirement
havinglast won here in 2007.

"It's very emotional for me
towin here,"” said Henin.

"I never thought I would
be back here again, notevena
year ago.

"I have had a fantastic
week and [ can now say [ will
try to be back here next year.”

Henin, who has won seven
Grand Slam titles, revealed
she first had the idea to come
back to tennis when she saw
Roger Federer win at Roland
Garros.

"To see Roger win the
French Open last year, and
keep fighting so hard,
brought back the fire in me
which had not been there for
a long time before,” said the
27-year-old, who revealed her
petdogis named 'Deuce’.

"I still have to work hard
for the next few weeks,
months and hopefully years.

"It was fantastic to get
away from tennis, but it feels

so good to be back and share
all these emotions again.”

Henin's 42nd title in her
60th final puts the former
world number one back
inside the world's top 20 as
she bids to win a fifth French
Open title at Roland Garros
which starts on May 23.

Seventh-seed Stosur was
contesting her second
straight final, having won last
month's Charleston tourna-
ment, but she had her 11-
match winning streak ended
by Henin's victory.

"It's been a good week, I
have really enjoyed playing
here and it was nice to be back
after a few years away,” said
Stosur.

"It's been a nice feeling to
get into the final, but Justine
was a bit too strong for me.

"In the third set she got
really aggressive, put in some
great returns which put me
under pressure and she broke
me three times in a row.

"That was the key to her
win."

Both Henin and Stosur,
who is set to move up the
rankings to eighth, reached
the final as wildcard entrants,
but Henin more than proved
her credentials with victory
over fellow ex-world number
one Jelena Jankovic in the
quarterfinals.

Henin made the crucial
breakthrough in the fifth
game for a 3-2 lead in the first
set which she never relin-
quished having defended the
single break point against her.

But in the second set,
Stosur finally got the break-
through she had worked for in
the fifth game when Henin
succumbed to allow the
Australian a 4-2 lead and she
then broke the Belgian again
to take the set.

But Henin dug deep into
her vast experience on clay
and broke Stosur in the third
game of the decider for a 3-1
lead and having broken her
opponent twice more, Henin
took the set and title in style.

Masud propels
Bandhu XI

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Manikganj

Bandhu Ekadash got a 28-run
victory over GreenValley in the
Col (retd) Malek Smriti First
Division Cricket League at
Shaheed Miraz-Tapan
Stadium here yesterday.

Batting first, Bandhu
Ekadash made 165-9 in the 40
overs with Masud scoring 46
runs from 56 balls.

Azmir and Mithun picked
up three wickets each while
Nur Alam took two wickets for
GreenValley.

In reply, Green Valley were
all out for 137 runs in 23.5 overs.
Nur Alam made 21 runs while
Mithun struck 20.

Shaheen picked up three
wickets.

In today's match, Kulfa
Goshthiwill faceVictoria Club.

PHOTO: AFP

Comeback queen Justine Henin of Belgium celebrates after beating Samantha Stosur of Australia in
the final match of the Porsche Tennis Grand Prix in Stuttgart on Sunday. Henin won 6-4, 2-6, 6-1.

Khulna nat'l
champions

SPORTS REPORTER

Khulna became the 30th Inter-
District cricket champions
with a four-wicket win over
Dhaka at the Shams Ul Huda
Stadium in Jessore yesterday.

Chasing 200 for victory, the
home side reached the target
in 44.3 overs after Dhaka made
199-8 in 45 overs after the
match was delayed due to wet
conditions overnight.

Mosaddeq Iftekhar struck
an unbeaten 43 off 59 balls,
helped by two boundaries
while Shafiul Alam struck a
quickfire 34 that had seven
boundaries. Masum Khan
remained unbeaten on 27 off
20 balls with a six and two
fours as Khulna reached the
target in the final over.

For Dhaka, lefti-arm spin-
ner Rakibul Hasan took two
for28.

Earlier, the visitors built
their innings around Ashiqul
Alam's 60. The wicketkeeper-
batsman struck three bound-
aries in his 115-ball knock.
Raihan Sharif made 52 off 43
balls with a six and six bound-
aries.

For Khulna, Bishwanath
Haldar took 3 for 34 while
Masum, who was later
adjudged man-of-the-match,
took two wickets.

BCB tournament cominit-
tee chairman Gazi Ashraf
Hossain gave away the trophy
to the champions as chief

guest.

Raina in T20
century club

AFP, Gros Islet

India's Suresh Raina became
only the third batsman to
score a Twenty20 interna-
tional century when he made
101 against South Africa here
on Sunday.

Raina's century, off 59
balls, was the centrepiece of
India's total of 186 for five in
the first innings of their World
Twenty20 Group C match
against the Proteas at the
Beausejour Stadium.

Only West Indies' Chris
Gayle and New Zealand's
Brendon McCullum had
previously scored hundreds at
this level.

Twenty20 international
century-makers (score, player,
team, opposition, ground,
date):

117 Chris Gayle WIS v RSA,
Johannesburg, Sep 11 2007.

116 no Brendon McCullum
NZL v AUS, Christchurch, Feb
28 2010.

101 Suresh Raina IND v
RSA, Gros Islet, May 02 2010.

Members
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have been requested to find
out or stop fixed matches in
theleague.

The meeting also asked its
development commitiee to
take necessary steps to com-
plete the deal with the govern-
ment to use the Sylhet BKSP in
abid torun afootballacademy
there.

It also formed an eight-
member committee to distrib-
ute the World Cup's tickets
which have been allotted to
the game's governing body on
the backdrop of allegations
that the tickets fail to reach
general people.

Aussies outdo Pakistan

AFP, Gros Islet

Shane Watson top-scored with

81 as Australia punished lax

Pakistan fielding to win their

opening World Twenty20
TWENTY20 | match by a convincing 34-run
WEST INDIES 2010 | margin here on Sunday:.

Man-of-the-match Watson's innings was
the cornerstone of Australia's 191 all out, made
after captain Michael Clarke won the toss.

But the all-rounder was dropped on 11 by
Misbahul Haq and missed on 20, again by
Misbah, who couldn't get a hand on a skied
chance after running back at long-on, with
Mohammad Hafeez the unlucky bowler on
both occasions.

Watson made defending champions
Pakistan pay by striking four sixes and seven
fours in his blistering 49-ball innings and with
David Hussey he put on 98 in under nine overs
for the third wicket.

Hussey dropped on 18 at long-off by Salman
Butt, a relatively easy chance, went on to make
53 off 29 balls with five sixes and two fours.

Hussey was especially severe on seamer
Mohammad Sami, striking him for 28 runs in
the 16th over with the batsman striking four
sixes, including three in arow.

Australia's total was effectively made off 19
overs as their innings ended in extraordinary
fashion with a five-wicket maiden from
Mohammad Aamer but by then the damage
had beendone.

"It's a very good start from the boys, 191 runs
in 19 overs,” said Clarke "The bowlers thendid a
great job in the first six overs and the boys
caught really well as well."

Watson added: "It's nice when you do get a
life, especially in Twenty20, it's nice to get a
reprieve.”

Pakistan captain Shahid Afridi said his team
had been outplayed in all departments.

"We missed some opportunities and the
pacers struggled with their line.

"They [Australia] played very well, they
batted, bowled and fielded well."

Pakistan lost Kamran Akmal for nought to
the first legitimate ball of their reply when he
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sliced Dirk Nannes to Steven Smith at short
third man.

Salman Butt (15) miscued an attempted
hook off fast bowler Shaun Tait and was caught
by David Hussey before left-arm quick Mitchell
Johnson's second ball proved too much for
Mohammad Hafeez, who pulled straight to
deep square leg.

Australia, holding their catches, had
reduced Pakistan to 34 for three inside five
overs and they never looked like recovering
from such a start.

Tait then had the satisfaction of bowling
hard-hitting batsman Afridi for 33 before fin-
ishing the match by dismissing Saeed Ajmal off
the last ball to finish with figures of three wick-
etsfor20 runs.

Misbah top-scored for Pakistan with 41 in a
total of 157 all out.

Earlier, David Hussey holed out off Ajmal
and, three balls later, the off-spinner had
Watson lbw.

There was a bizarre finish to the Australia
innings as five wickets fell for no runs in the
final over, from left-arm quick Aamer.

Brad Haddin was caught off the first ball,
Mitchell Johnson clean bowled off the second
with both Michael Hussey and Steven Smith
run out by direct hits from wicketkeeper
Kamran Akmal as they tried to run byes.

Tait survived the fifth ball but was bowled off
the last for nought.

Aamer finished with three for 23, with Ajmal
taking three for 34.

Pakistan defeated Bangladesh by 21 runs in
the first Group A match here on Saturday and
both Pakistan and Australia will qualify for the
second round if the Aussies beat Bangladesh in
Barbados onWednesday.

SCORESIN BRIEF

AUSTRALIA: 191 all out in 20 overs (Watson 81,
D Hussey 53, Warner 26, M Hussey 17; Aamer 3-
23, Ajmal 3-34)

PAKISTAN: 157 all out in 20 overs (Butt 15,
Akmal 18, Misbahul 41; Tait 3-20, Nannes 3-41,
Johnson 2-21)

Result: Australia won by 34 runs.
Man-of-the-match: Shane Watson.

Nadal Rome's master

K a Tennis

AFP, Rome

Rafael Nadal breezed to a fifth
Rome Masters title in six years
and then revealed that he is
losing none of the fire that has
seen him dominate clay tennis
since 2005.

The 23-year-old world
number three matched
American legend Andre
Agassi's record of 17 Masters

and 13th seed David Ferrer 7-
5,6-2 atthe Foro Italico.

That took his overall record
on clay to 191 wins to just 17
defeats, most of which were in
his early career.

He has won the Monte
Carlo Masters six years in a
row, won Rome five times in
six years, won Barcelona five
years in a row before skipping
it this season and will be aim-
ing for a fifth win in six years at
Roland Garros later this
month.

have bad days. ['ve had a lot of
bad days in the past five or six
years," he said.

"The thing is to have high
motivation to keep winning.
The important thing is to have
enough motivation to want to
improve all the time and this is
what has happened to me all
My career.

"Every time I go on court I
try my best and I try to do this
all the time."

Nadal's clay court domi-
nance seemed to reach its

titles as he beat compatriot

Spaniard Rafael Nadal bites the trophy after beating his compatriot
David Ferrerinthe Rome Masters final on Sunday. Nadal won 7-5, 6-2.

"It's not true that 1 don't

zenith two weeks ago in Monte
Carlowhen he dropped just 14
games onroute to the title.

But he insists he will not be
able to repeat that every time.

"Now I'm playing well and
winning a tournament like
Monte Carlo and losing 14
games doesn't happen every
week," hesaid.

Tennis team
returns empty
handed

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh finished bottom in
the Davis Cup Asia Oceania
Zone-3 tennis campaign after
losing all of their four matches
inIran, said a pressrelease.

Bangladesh lost in 0-3 sets to
Vietnam, 1-2 sets to Lebanon
and 1-2 sets to Oman in the
round-robin league matches of
GroupB.

Bangladesh also suffered a
0-2 defeat at the hands of
Kuwait to finish third in the
relegation group.
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