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Fulham reach final

Forlan sinks Liverpool

AFP, London "It would have been easy to lose our heads
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and forget our plans but we didn't and we came
back into it. I thought we were good value for L
the win. y

"The character of this team has been proved . b
time and time again but they consistently

Humble Fulham reached the
first European final of their
131-history on Thursday, but
Liverpool's season of misery

down.

Fulham manager Roy Hodgson saluted his
side’'s unbreakable spirit as they completed a
remarkable run to the May 12 final with a 2-1
win over Hamburg at Craven Cottage.

The un-
fashionable
Premief
League team
were heading
out of the
competition
with 21 min-
utes to play in
the semi-final

RESULTS

Liverpool (ENG) 2 (Aquilani 44, Benayoun 95) Atletico
Madrid (ESP) 1 (Forlan 102) after extra-time; 2-2 on

second leg.
But Hodg- Hﬂﬂrlﬂﬂﬂtﬂi
son's men, Atletico win on away goals

who lost lea-
ding scorer

Bobby Zamora to injury early in the second
half, dug deep to recover from Mladen Petric's
first half goal thanks to late strikes from Simon

Davies and Zoltan Gera.

The Cottagers had already eliminated hold-
ers Shakhtar Donetsk, Italian giants Juventus
and German champions Wolfsburg in a

fairytale journey.

Fulham have never won a major honour at
home or abroad, but they will play in a first
European final, against Atletico at Hamburg's

Nordbank Arenaon May 12.

Former Inter Milan boss Hodgson said: "1
thought it was a great performance. The game
was quite even and all of a sudden we were a
goal down knowing it was an away goal as well.

Trailing

1n extra time.

“ | was compounded when SUIPIiSEIIlEWiﬂlthE“ﬂEl},FﬂlE}'kEEpgDing_ _
GEER Atletico Madrid prevented Normally when you have a lot of success it
EU Ro PA hopes of an all-English softens you and you become less determined to
LEAGUE Europa League title show- El]?t ihE Next SuCCess. That hasn't happened to
is team.

At Anfield, Diego Forlan's 102nd minute
goal ended Liverpool's hopes of a first trophy in

four years as Rafa Benitez's side were denied a
place in the final by Atletico Madrid on the

away goals
rule.

On a dra-
matic night,
Yossi Bena-
youn's 95th
minute goal,
which gave the
hosts a 2-1
semi-final
aggregate
advantage,
looked to have
booked Liver-
pool a place in

their third European final in six seasons.

1-0 from the first leg, Alberto
Aquilani had levelled the aggregate scores with
a sublime finish before Benayoun struck early

But former Manchester United striker
Forlan, whose goal gave Atletico a narrow 1-0

lead from the first leg, sent the Spaniards

through.

"It didn't matter who scored tonight. It wasa
difficult game and we knew they would come

afterus," said Forlan.

doitforus.”

"They played well in the first half and then
we settled down. We made a mistake on their
goal in extra-time, but we knew one goal would

L
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Atletico Madrid striker Diego Forlan (C) is ecstatic after scoring against Liverpool during their Europa League semifinal at Anfield on Thursday.

AFP, London

The penulti-
mate week-
end of the
Premier
League
campaign
and the destiny of the trophy
lies in Liverpool's hands -- just
as so many predicted at the
start ofthe season.

Only instead of being
directly involved in the title
tussle, Rafael Benitez's squad
find themselves attempting to
influence events at the sum-
mit from a base camp outside
the top six.

It is far from the scenario
envisaged after the Reds
pushed Manchester United to
the wire in last season's run-in
and the frustration has been
compounded by the way fate
and the fixtures list have con-
spired to place them in a
deeply uncomfortable posi-
tion this weekend.

With a top four finish and a
return to the Champions
League still an outside possi-
bility, Benitez's men are duty-
bound to give their all in pur-
suit of a victory over Chelsea at
Anfield on Sunday.

They will do so in the
knowledge that even a draw

will leave Manchester United
as odds-on favourites to col-
lect an unprecedented fourth
consecutive title and, even
more painfully, allow their
biggest rivals to edge 19-18
ahead in terms of the total
number of English league
crownswon by the two clubs.

The situation has resulted
in some Liverpool fans sug-
gesting this week that they
would rather lose than facili-
tate the delivery of a huge
consignment of bragging
rights to Old Trafford. But
capitulation is not an option,
according to club captain
Steven Gerrard.

"We are underdogs for
fourth position but our fans
know that we have also got
Everton breathing down our
necks and we certainly don't
want them finishing above us,"
the England midfielder said.

"We have got a couple of
games left now and the idea is
to take maximum points to see
if we can get into fourth
through the back door. If we
take maximum points, who
knows? The teams above us
mightslipup.”

Although they will be with-
out Fernando Torres,
Liverpool's chances of a posi-
tive result have been bolstered

Spotlight on Rata's

by Gerrard's recent return to
form.

United will know the out-
come at Anfield by the time
they kick off against
Sunderland in a match that
could see both Rio Ferdinand
and Wayne Rooney return
from injuries.

A Chelsea victory could see
them clinch the title if United
go down to a defeat against a
Sunderland side that was
denied a victory at Old
Trafford earlier in the season
by a93rd-minute equaliser.

But with only pride left to
play for, it is hard to see Steve
Bruce's side preventing a final
day of drama on May 9, when
Chelsea are at home to Wigan

FIXTURES

(1400 GMT kick-off unless stated)
Saturday

Birmingham v Burnley (1145
GMT), Manchester City v Aston
Villa, Portsmouth v Wolves, Stoke
City v Everton, Tottenham v Bolton
Sunday

Fulham v West Ham, Liverpool v
Chelsea (1230 GMT), Sunderland
v Manchester Utd (1500 GMT)
Monday

Blackburn v Arsenal (1600 GMT),
Wigan v Hull (1330 GMT)

and United host Stoke.

For Ferguson, the build-up
to the decisive weekend in the
domestic season has been
unusually quiet as a result of
his squad's quarterfinal elimi-
nation from the Champions
League.

"Undoubtedly not being in
the Champions League helps
our preparation for the week-
end but I know what I would
rather have," said the Scot.
"It's been agony watching the
semi-finals on television.

"The ordeals of playing on a
Wednesday and then a Saturday
are exactly what you want here.
Wehavegottohaveit."

The battle for fourth place
and the final ticket to next sea-
son's Champions League mean-
while remains delicately poised.

Tottenham will expect to
retain pole position in that
particular battle by beating
Bolton at White Hart Lane
while hoping that Aston Villa
take at least a point from their
trip to Manchester City.

Hull's relegation, which
was all but confirmed last
weekend, will become a math-
ematical certainty ifWest Ham
take a point at Fulham on
Sunday or if they fail to take
three points from their trip to
Wigan on Monday.

Chelsea agree
Aguero deal?

SOCCERNET

Galliani backing Inter

Atletico Madrid's Argentine
striker Sergio Aguero has
already agreed a £40 million
summer transfer move to
Chelsea, according to
ESPNsoccernet sources.

A top Premier League man-
ager told Soccernet of the trans-
fer as Aguero lined up for his
club in the Europa League
semifinal against Liverpool and
maintained that itwas common
knowledge within the game that
thedeal was onitsway.

"The word is that Aguero is
going to Chelsea - it's a done
deal at £40 million, " he said.

Aguero was close to a move
to Stamford Bridge in the
January transfer window but
Chelsea boss Carlo Ancelotti
was convinced that his squad
were capable of winning the
league without a huge invest-
ment and the price for the
striker quoted at the time was
£50 million.

However, Atletico Madrid's
financial situation has wors-
ened since, while the player is
reportedly more relaxed about
a move in the summer with
more time to settle in to live in
London after the World Cup.

Only recently Aguero was
quoted as saying how much he
admires players such as Frank
Lampard and Didier Drogba,
which was naturally inter-
preted as a 'come and get me'
message to the Blues.

"Chelsea are a great club,"
Aguero was quoted as saying.
"They have become one of the
most feared in Europe over
recent years. London would
be a really amazing city to live
in as well - myself and my wife
could be really happy there.”

AFP, Rome
AC Milan
i.* vice -
j president
Adriano
SEER Galliani
CHAMPIONS| said on
LEAGUE Friday that

he will be supporting bitter
local rivals Inter Milan in the
Champions League final
against Bayern Munich next
month.

However, Milan fans need
not fear that Galliani has
changed his spots, it is merely
out of self-interest.

Italy currently has four
teams in the Champions
League with three of those
qualifying directly for the
group stages.

But they are perilously
close to losing third place in
the UEFA coefficients table to
Germany.

If they do, they would lose
their fourth Champions
League team for the 2011-12
season, hence Galliani is
hoping the Germans don't
win.

"You have to support Inter
and hope that they win before
penalties, otherwise Germany
will go ahead in the rankings,”
said Galliani.

"Of course I'll be support-
ing Inter and that's no laugh-
ing matter. If Inter lose, the
third place team next season
will have to play in the
Champions League qualifiers
rather than going directly into
the group stages.

"And the fourth place
team, instead of going into the
Champions League prelimi-

naries, will go into the Europa
League."

The coefficients will not be
calculated until the end of the

Crowe a fan
of C'Ron

AFP, Madrid

Oscar-winning actor Russell
Crowe admitted he was a great
fan of Real Madrid superstar
Cristiano Ronaldo on
Thursday during a visit to the
Spanish club.

"I was definitely looking
forward to meeting Ronaldo
because obviously he is one of
the best players to have ever
played the game," the
Hollywood star told the club's
television station after meet-
ing the players and receiving a
Real shirt with his name
emblazoned on the back.

"I always check out La Liga
table to see where Barcelona
and Real Madrid stand, you
have a great team,” added
Crowe, who gave each playera
baseball cap from his South
Sydney Rabbitohs, a rugby
team he ownsin Australia.

"It was fun man. Obviously
Real Madrid is a legendary
club.”

The New Zealand-born
actor had his picture taken
with Ronaldo as well as with
defenders Alvaro Arbeloa and
Pepe, striker Raul Gonzalez
and midfielder Guti.

Crowe was in the Spanish
capital to promote his latest
film "Robin Hood" which he
produced and starsin.

season and it is not yet known
exactly what permutations
will result in Germany over-
taking Italy.

What is sure is that they are
very close and if it does not
happen this time, it may still
dosoayearlater.

Despite saying he will be
supporting Inter, though,
Galliani could not resist the
temptation to remind every-
one which team in Milan has
the greatest European pedi-
gree.

Milan have won the
European Cup and
Champions League seven
times and reached 11 finals,
while Inter have two wins and
this will be their fifth final.

"Inter are right to be
enthusiastic about their
first Champions League
final (since the European
Cup format changed to
include a group system),
but those who support
Milan have had the good
fortune of watching eight
Champions League finals
(actually six)."The rosson-
eri fans should be thankful
towards (club president
Silvio) Berlusconi who has
taken them to eight legend-
ary performances.”

(Galliani was being some-
what creative with his statis-
tics there, counting only
Inter's finals since the
European Cup became the
Champions League while
counting all AC Milan's
finals in Europe's Premier
competition since Berlus-
coni bought the club --
including those of 1989 and
1990 when it was still the
European Cup.

Villa moving

to Barca?
AFP, Madrid

Barcelona have reached a
verbal agreement to sign
Valencia's Spanish interna-
tional striker David Villa, the
top scorer at Euro 2008, sports
daily Marca reported Friday.

The deal, which will be
made official once the current
Spanish league season ends,
will be worth over 40 million
euros and could include
Barcelona pair Alex Hleb and
Bojan Krkic, the newspaper
said without citing sources.

Villa, who is the third top
scorer in La Liga with 21 goals,
had been coveted last year by
both Barcelona and arch-
rivals Real Madrid.

But the Catalan club finally
secured the services of
Swedish striker Zlatan
Ibrahimovic from Inter Milan
in a deal which saw Cameroon
striker Samuel Eto'o move to
the Italian side.

Neville signs

new deal
AFP, Manchester

Veteran defender Gary Neville
has signed a one-year contract
extension with Manchester
United, manager Sir Alex
Fergusonrevealed on Friday.

The 35-year-old defender
joins Paul Scholes and Ryan
Giggs in extending his career
until the end of the season.

Ferguson also announced
that Wayne Rooney had
returned to training following
his recent groin injury, putting
the England striker on track to
play in Sunday's crucial
Premier League match at
Sunderland.

Awards double

for Rooney
AFP, London

Wayne Rooney has completed
an awards double after being
voted the English Football
Writers' Association (FWA)
player ofthe year.

Rooney, 24, claimed 81 per-
cent of the votes cast to follow up
aneq convincing win in the
ballot for the Professional
Footballer's Association player
oftheyearaward.

FWA chairman Steve Bates
said Rooney's dominance of
the voting reflected the huge
impact he has had for United
in the wake of Cristiano
Ronaldo's departure for Real
Madrid, which has resulted in
him being deployed as an out-
and-out striker.

"His tally of 34 goals so far
this season is certain to have
captured the attention of our
members, but I am sure the
overall improvement in his
game at Manchester United
has been of equal signifi-
cance," said Bates.

"Wayne's enthusiasm,
hunger and desire mark him out
as a special player and we hope
he can carry his club form onto
the international stage in the
World Cup this summer to help
England achieve theirdream.”

Didier Drogba and Carlos
Tevez were, respectively, sec-
ond and third in the FWA poll.

AFP, Barcelona

Barcelona
coach Pep
Guardiola
has his work
cut out to lift
his players
for a crucial
La Liga trip to Villarreal after
their Champions League
semifinal elimination.

Barca go into the final four
games of the season with a
one-point advantage over
bitter rivals Real Madrid but
their morale is at low ebb after
the team went out on aggre-
gate to Inter Milan on
Wednesday.

"We now have to pick our-
selves up, get ourselves right
psychologically and plan for
Saturday's game," said
Guardiola.

"We have not had a long
time to prepare but now we
have to concentrate on finish-
ing the season well."

President Joan Laporta
went down to visit the players
after training to give them his
support.

"To win the league we must
now win the four games and we
aregoingtodoit,” Laportasaid.

"While it is easy to say it,
you win the league on the
pitch and we will have to give
everything in order to achieve
it. We are best placed but we
now have to raise the spirits of
the players.”

Villarreal will pose a tough
test as they have rediscovered
their form under coach Juan

Carlos Garrido and are push-
ing for a place in Europe.

Midfielder Xavi Hernandez
is the main injury doubt for
Barca after picking up a calf
strain.

Real, who play Osasuna,
are ready waiting to pounce if
the Catalan side do drop
points and Cristiano Ronaldo
is confident that there will be
more twists and turns before
the end of the season.

"There will be some sur-
prises with Barcelona having
to play against Villarreal and
Sevilla. I hope that we can
move above them and so I
could be a champion this
year," he said.

Third-placed Valencia have
a tough away match at
Espanyol but the real fight is
taking place below them for
the final Champions League
position.

Inconsistency from both
Mallorca and Sevilla means
the battle is wide open. Last
weekend Mallorca could only

FIXTURES

Saturday

(1600 GMT unless stated)

Tenerife v Racing Santander,
Malaga v Sporting Gijon, Valladolid
v Getafe, Xerez v Almeria,

Deportivo la Coruna v Zaragoza,
Espanyol v Valencia (1800},
Villarreal v Barcelona (2000)
Sunday

Sevilla v Atletico Madrid (1500,
Real Madrid v Osasuna (1700},
Athletic Bilbao v Mallorca (1900)

men EEEE Pep's work cut out

draw at home to struggling
Malaga while Sevilla crashed
away at Getafe.

Now Mallorca travel to
Athletic Bilbao while Sevilla
face Atletico Madrid, and both
must be wary of the threat
from Villarreal moving up
behind.

Getafe's win over Sevilla
means that they too have a
European place in their sights
but they now have to over-

come a difficult test against
third-from-bottom Valladolid

who are enjoying a remarkable
recovery under new coach
Javier Clemente.

Only a few weeks ago their
performances suggested that
they were already resigned to
relegation but now under
Clemente they have picked up
eight points from a possible 12
and areunbeaten in four games.

Valladolid are level on
points with Tenerife, who after
back-to-back wins slumped
away at Atletico Madrid and
now take on Racing Santander.

Bottom side Xerez also
haven't given up the ghost but
last weekend's defeat by
Barcelona leaves them seven
points from safety.

They now face a crunch
game against Almeria who
themselves need the points as
a poor run of late has left them
looking anxiously over their
shoulders.

Also in the thick of the
dogfight are Zaragoza and
Malaga who play Sporting
Gijon and Deportivo la
Coruna respectively.

Bayern to step closer

AFP, Berlin

Bayern
Munich

hope to
take ano-

ther step
closer to a
historic
treble on
Saturday
when they face relegation-
threatened Bochum in the
Bundesliga.

After the highs of reaching
the Champions League final
with a 3-0 win at Lyon on
Tuesday, Bayern return to
German league action against
strugglers Bochum who
sacked coach Heiko Herrlich
onThursday.

Former Germany
playmaker Dariusz Wosz has
taken over as caretaker,
becoming Bochum's fourth
coach this season.

His side must beat Bayern
to keep alive their hopes of
staying in the Bundesliga with
only two games remaining.

Bayern are level on 64
points at the top with Schalke,
but have a superior goal
difference of 13 and, at least
mathematically, can win the
title on Saturday providing
they beat Bochum and
Schalke lose at Werder
Bremen.

Munich face Inter Milan in
the Champions League final in
Madrid on May 22, Werder

Bremen in the German Cup
final on May 15 and are in
pole-position to claim their
22nd leaguetitle.

"Things are happening
which many people didn't
think could happen to Bayern
before the season started,”
said chairman Karl-Heinz
Rummenigge. "It could end up
a historic season."

Bayern have midfielder
Franck Ribery suspended for
the Champions League final,
but Hamit Altintop, who
played superbly against Lyon,
is likely to keep his place in the
starting line-up.

The hosts are virtually at
full-strength while Bochum
have failed to win any of their
last ten league games, picking
up just three points in the
process.

With third-placed Werder
needing a victory in their
battle with Bayer Leverkusen
in the race for a Champions
League spot, second-placed
Schalke also need a win to stay

FIXTURES

Saturday

Borussia Dortmund v WVfL
Wolfsburg, Bayer Leverkusen v
Hertha Berlin, Eintracht Frankfurt v

Hoffenheim, Schalke 04 v Werder
Bremen, Bayern Munich v ViL
Bochum, Hanover 96 v Borussia
M'gladbach, Cologne v Freiburg,
VIB Stuttgart v Mainz 05, Hamburg
vNuremberg

in the hunt for the title.

Schalke have not won the
German league since 1958 and
welcome back 19-year-old
midfielder Joel Matip, who
was missing from the team for
last week's win over Hertha
Berlin, because he was sitting
school exams.

Despite a broken ribs
suffered in training a fortnight
ago, Germany goalkeeper
Rene Adler looks set to play for
Bayer Leverkusen against
Hertha Berlin.

"It is looking good, Rene
works not only with great
intensity, but is also very
focused,” said Bayer coach
Jupp Heynckes without saying
whether or not Adler will start.

"He wants to help the team
and is the sort of player who
brings success."

Hertha Berlin are virtually
certain to be relegated as they
are five points from safety and
face two tough tests in the
coming weeks with Bayern
their opponents on May 8.

Two from the pack of
Freiburg, Hanover, Nurem-
berg and Bochum will join
them in being relegated with
Hanover hosting Moenchen-
gladbach and Nuremberg at
Hamburg.

Freiburg are at Cologne
and have the best chance
of surviving after winning
their last two games
against Nuremberg and
Wolfsburg.



