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Did you know?

The International Finance Centre
consists of two skyscrapers, the IFC
Mall and the 55-storey Four

is the tallest building in Hong Kong,
a title formerly held by the Central
Plaza.
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No more
bank loans
for land
purchase

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Bank yesterday
directed all commercial banks
not to give loans for purchas-
ingland.

It sent a circular to the chief
executive officers of all banks
of the country saying no loans
and investment facilities will
be given to the subscribers for
purchasingland.

The circular said giving
loans for buying lands is on
the rise. With an increase in
the tendency to buy land and
demand for land, the land
price has been increasing
exorbitantly. Because of the
money flow to such unpro-
ductive sectors, it is having an
adverse impact on the coun-
try's economy.

Sources of Bangladesh

SEE PAGE 15 COL 8

in animal
kingdom

STAR REPORT

A new animal has been added to
the list of species in Bangladesh
when a yellow-throated marten
was spotted for the first time by a
young banker in Lawachhera
forest.

The yellow-throated marten -
- a distant relative of civet, mon-
goose, badger and otter -- was
spotted by banker CM Reza
about two kilometres inside the
Lawachhera forest very early in
the morning on March 13.

This beautiful animal in yellow
and black coat was so far thought

not to existin Bangladesh.
“It is no doubt a great find for

the nation,” Dr Reza Khan, a
wildlife expert, said. "It may well
be called in Bengali as HALUD
GACHH GOKUL."

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

DU fires 5 teachers

They are staying abroad on unauthorised
leave; 219 others out of country on leave

DU CORRESPONDENT

Rahman of political science department, Prof

The Dhaka University authorities have dis-
missed five teachers for staying abroad on

“unauthorised leave”.

The DU Syndicate took the decision on
Sunday, Vice Chancellor Prof AAMS Arefin
Siddique told The Daily Star yesterday.

The dismissed teachers are Prof M Ataur

M Ershadul Bari of law, Prof Mohammad
Aminur Rahman of Bangla and Associate Prof
Mohammad Nurul Huda of computer science

and technology departments, and Prof
Mohammad Hamid Uddin of the Institute of

Business Administration.
“The five teachers are on unauthorised

SEE PAGE 15 COL 8
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Govt to spend
Tk 1,000cr to
improve skills
of labourers

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government will allocate
Tk 1,000 crore in the upcom-
ing budget for skill building of
labour force, Labour and
Employment Minister
Khandaker Mosharraf

Hossain said yesterday.
Now there are 37 technical

training centres and setting up
31 more is under process, he
said, adding: "We want skill
building of the workforce for

both home and abroad.”
Mosharraf Hossain, also

minister for the ministry of
expatriates’ welfare and over-
seas employment, said this to
reporters after inaugurating a
two-day tripartite consulta-
tion workshop on measuring

decent work in Bangladesh.
International Labour

Organisation (ILO) with sup-
port from the European
Commission (EC) organised

the workshop at a city hotel.
Pointing out huge unem-
ployment in the country, the
SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

A yellow-throated marten, distant relative of civet, mongoose, badger and otter, spotted for the first time in Bangladesh at
Lawachhera forest very early in the morning on March 13.

PHOTO: CM REZA

Liberia detains
41 workers

Bangladeshi peacekeeping mission works
on their repatriation; envoy goes to Benin
for bailing out 31 stranded seamen

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The 41 Bangladeshi workers recently detained in Liberia for
their irregular status are expected to be brought back home soon
by UN peacekeeping mission flights.

A brigade commander of Bangladeshi peacekeepers in
Liberia told Dhaka that he is hopeful to get the UN
Headquarters' permission for transporting the workers in
phases, said Saida Muna Tasneem, director general of the exter-
nal publicity wing of the foreign ministry, yesterday.

In another development, Bangladesh's Chargé d'Affaires in
Morocco Lutfar Rahman is going to Benin to help repatriation of
the 31 Bangladeshi seamen stranded on eight ships offshore the
West African country.

Lutfar Rahman, who was scheduled to start for Benin last
night, will meet foreign ministry and port officials there. Benin
earlier assured Bangladesh of hosting the stranded seamen until
their repatriation and help get airfare for the crewmembers, said
Saida Muna.

The date of repatriation of the workers detained in Liberia
was, however, not confirmed yet, she said. It could not also be
known whenthe jobseekers went to Liberia.

"Some recruiting agencies in Bangladesh had sent the work-
ers to Liberia, but they did not have valid documents for work,
and ultimately the Liberian police detained them," she said.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh Embassy in Greece is trying to

SEE PAGE 15 COL 5

Clash at BSMMU
over parking toll

10 injured

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Atleast 10 people were injured in a clash over parking a car at the
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical University (BSMMU)

yesterday.
Health Minister Ruhal Haque and State Minister for Health

Mujibur Rahman Fakir were attending a discussion meeting at

Dr Milon auditorium there when the clash erupted.
Witnesses said toll collectors of BSSMU car park intercepted a

private car and charged its driver for parking when it was approach-
ing in. The driver of the car Alam, however, forcibly parked the
vehicle inside BSSMU without paying the charge. The action led to

analtercation between the driver and the toll collectors.
"The toll collectors called some people over cellphone and

started to beat me up," said Alam.
When the drivers of other private cars stood beside him,

chase and counter chase started between the two groups, Alam
said, adding that at this point about 15 to 20 Ansar members
joined the toll collectors.

As the situation turned violent, one of the drivers, Igbal, ran
towards the auditorium to save himself. The Ansars and toll col-
lectors followed him there creating panic among the minister,
state minister, doctors, journalists and discussants of the meeting.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 2

COP MURDER -

Rab, police OnlinePoll v/

differ about Do you think BNP's

. . : demand for

killers' motive | | resignationof chie
on commissioner

STAFF CORRESPONDENT and his deputies over

After eight days of murder of Bhola-3 by-poll

sub-inspector Gautam Roy, results is justified?

the law enforcing agencies are

yet to arrest the killers rather O 7eS a— (48.4%)
Rapid Action Battalion and O No s (50.7%)
police have split into their | O No Comments | (0.9%)

opinions over the motive

behind the killing.
Police detected that the

criminals gunned down SI

Total votes: 3714

: Do you think
Gautam out of panic as he A 1
opted for drawing his service restricting Aﬂc_s
arms to frisk the suspects freedom contradicts
while Rab found thekillingasa the government's
preplanned one. pledge to root out
Amid such a situation, corruption?

Please cast your vote at
www.thedailystar.net

police headquarters yesterday
formed a high-powered moni-
toring committee headed by
CID chief Sayed Shah Zaman
Raj.

The other members of the

committee are acting chief of April 28

DMP Additional Azan |Jamaat
Commissioner Abul Kashem, | |Fajr 4-25 5-00
Rab intelligence wing chief Lt | | Zohr 12-45 | 1-15
Col Ziaul Ahsan and Assistant | |Asr 4-45 5-00
Inspector General of Police | | Maghrib 6-27 6-31
Aminul Islam. 'Esha 8-00 8-30 |
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Prayer Timing

Shutdown in
India over
food prices N
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Nationwide strikes over food prices and a protest vote in parlia-
ment heaped more pressure on India's government yesterday,
whichis fighting scandals on several fronts.

The Congress-led government has endured a torrid few
weeks after an IPL cricket controversy that forced the resigna-
tion of a minister and a magazine report about the alleged phone
tapping of senior opposition politicians.

Anger over food prices -- up nearly 20 percent over 12 months
-- saw buses burnt in the northern city of Lucknow, protests in
southern Hyderabad and a mass strike in the eastern commu-

nist-run city of Kolkata.
In the capital New Delhi, members of the opposition parties

behind the protests staged a sit-in on the steps of parliament

with posters saying "Control Back-Breaking Price Rises."
"The agitation is a warning to the federal government. The

government must take all necessary steps to bring down the
price of essential commodities," All India Trade Union Congress
(AITUC) leader Gurudas Das Gupta told AFPE

As the Insurer of DBL Group, we congratulate the Group for achieving
"HSBC Export Excellence Awards 2009" due to their remarkable
contribution to the export business of Bangladesh in the RMG & Textile
Category A.We also wish more success to the Group in future.

fefamera Eﬁ:ﬁ TS ﬁ OATFE Y FFACF WA AT AGAT 8 Cedaradt 4l A no-confidence vote in parliament on the issue of unpopu- P'.Q_MER:.
Q2 HLQWFATA TSF SIS AT e AT ey S erifercae | lar fuel price hikes, organised by the parties behind the protests,

wq 754 B was expected to fail with the government seen as having suffi- % PIONEER INSURANCE COMPANY LIMITED
ferfe-3083 @R (TR cient support. A
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HELPS REDUCE CHOLESTEROL

Unhealthy eating habits
and stressful lifestyle
leads to heart diseases.

Listen to
your heart...
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