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quarters.

to a vibrant fast growing

investors invested in the share market
purchasing shares of different compa-
nies with a hope to get an expected
return from a share market which got a
new lease of life after the arrival of GP.
But the situation did not last long. The
vested quarters in the name of correct-
ing the share market imposed many
conditions like limitation of bank loan,
use of cash payment, instead of using

Dhaka Stock Exchange

While viewing the red against almost all
the stocks for the last few weeks, one
can easily understand it is nothing but
manipulation done by certain vested
GP entered into the stock
market and changed the conventional
monotonous slow growth share market

one. New

nosedive?

IUBAT
Dhaka

instant sale proceeds for buying a par-
ticular share etc. damaged the upward
trend of the share market. For a few days
a total of Tk 1500 crore worth of shares
were transacted every day just after the
entry of GP. Now the quantum has been
reduced to 50%. Why? This is just
because of the manipulation of share
market by the monsters, who are always
out to meet their selfish ends.

My question is, why are they not
pulling out the market from a severe

Md. Lutfar Rahman

Faculty, College of Business
Administration

AMDADUL HUQ | DRIKNEWS

Sealevelrise

Climate change will signifi-
cantly affect migration in
three distinct ways. First, the
effects of warming and drying
in some regions will reduce
agriculture potential and
undermine 'ecosystem ser-
vices' such as clean water and
fertile soil. Second, the
increase in extreme weather
events in particular, heavy
precipitation and resulting
flash or river floods in tropical
regions. Finally, sea level rise
will permanently destroy
extensive and highly produc-
tive low-laying coastal areas
that are home to millions of
people who will have to relo-
cate permanently. Along with
other extreme weather events
like flooding and tropical
cyclone, sea level rise is an
impending threat to the
coastal areas in Bangladesh
which has long and densely
populated coastlines with
many low-lying remote
islands. In the severe climate
change scenario, sea level rise
poses an existential threat that
would inundate 18 percent of
Bangladesh's total land,
directly impacting 11 percent
of the country's population.
Salt water intrusion from sea
level rise in low-lying agricul-
tural plains, along with other
hazards, could lead to 40
percent decrease in food grain
production and would
increase forced migration to
the urban slum areas.
Estimate shows that with justa
1 to 2 degree increase in tem-
perature would force physical
dislocation of more than 35
million people in Bangladesh.
Md. Humayun Kabir

M.S. in Environmental Science
Universityof Chittagong

Power cuts

Earlier there was 1-hr load
shedding each day. In order to
alleviate the sufferings of the

people, recently the govt went
for 2-hr load shedding. That of
course did not solve our prob-
lems.

The IPS which relieved the
people to some extent can
supply 2 hours of electricity.
Now the batteries of the IPS do
not get the time to get
recharged, resulting in severe
discomfort to the public.
Moreover, the batteries are
getting damaged and they are
costly. The refrigerators can-
not work, which means wast-
age of food items. We cannot
afford solar panels.

The govt has tried many
options, like dividing the city
into 7-zones (which is also
supposed to help ease traffic
congestions). They have
inaugurated several power
plants, they have shut down
fertilizer plants to increase gas
flow to the power generation
plants, to name a few, but tono
avail. It seems to me that the
authorities in charge of power
have no knowledge of what
should be done.

Please appoint someone
who knows about these mat-
ters. Digital Bangladesh can
never be achieved if there is no
pPOWET.

The power sector
never so bad before.
Ranjan Chowdhury
Distillery Road, Dhaka

was

DS campaign

Your campaign against vari-
ous social and political issues
plaguing the country and
destroying our social and
economic fabric is really
laudable. We are very pleased
with the way the national daily
is trying to highlight the prob-
lems and evoke the people's
interest in them by enlighten-
ing them about the state of
affairs and goading the gov-
ernment to act to stop and
check the degradation of the
social, economic and environ-

mental sectors.

These are impacting our
country in a very disturbing
and threatening way. The
country is beset with myriad
problems, which will eventu-
ally drag it further down, and
life as it already is, will become
increasingly hard and diffi-
cult. Those issues which are
vital for the country's well
being have been brought to
the full view and notice of the
readers and the authorities in
order to nudge the govern-
ment to act and bring
legislations to save the nation
from the disappearing rivers
encroached and gobbled up
by miscreants and powerful
and influential people for
personal gains threatening
navigability, flow of water,
agriculture etc. Water is essen-
tial for survival of man as well
as animals. Rivers are the
lifeline of a country and its
people. We can't afford to
sideline the problem any-
more, lest the environment
becomes seriously polluted
and our city unliveable.

Forests are being destroyed
wantonly and blatantly. We
haven't stopped there. Even
public properties have been
encroached with impunity.
Traffic congestion has
reached horrendous propor-
tions. The city is grinding to a
standstill and work is seriously
hampered. Load shedding
can't get any worse affecting
deeply every section of the
society.

We appreciate the paper's
concern and fight against the
malevolence eating away at
the country. We will be further
benefited if the paper can
update the readers and give
constant follow ups so that we
can know where we are head-
ing and how seriously and
consistently the government
is taking up the matter and
what steps has it taken and the
subsequent results of the

actions taken.

I hope the suggestion will
be taken up so that we can stay
informed about the progress.
Ali Hamid Khan
Uttara, Dhaka

PM and BCL

We are very happy to read
editorials of three major
English dailies on the same
day ( April 5, 2010) about the
concern of the prime minister
regarding the point that the
student wing belonging to the
ruling party would not be
allowed to nullify her govern-
ment's achievements. Now
she has again spoken out over
the activities of an associate
body of the ruling party.
Months ago, she publicly
dissociated herself from the
student organisation perhaps
in the hope that it would send
the right message to the stu-
dent body to rectify itself.
Unfortunately, it did not have
the desired impact on the
student wing. The student
organisation has continued to
defy appeals made to it to
shun violence, tender snatch-
ing, extortion and pursuance
of illegal ways for making
money. In fact, it has made
blaring headlines for its mis-
deeds on a regular basis with
no sign of abatement. Her
assertion that the student
wing cannot be led by individ-
uals who cannot be called
students any more is a hint at
how student politics may have
become captive in the hands
of what she calls 'adu bhai'.
The statement is in itself a
warning that unless such
bodies as the student wing are
led back to the old idealism
which marked their coming
into existence, student poli-
tics will continue to be on a
slide. And that will mean the
sort of unruly behaviour
citizens have seen coming
from BCL activists in these
past many months. One does
not have to tolerate such
behaviour, as the prime min-
ister has explicitly stated, or
expect that it will end through
a mere sounding of warnings.
Only an application of the law
can have a salutary effect on
such behaviour. It is clear the
blame must lie with the party
leadership.

If the prime minister is
serious about reining in the
student wing, she needs to
ensure that the offenders are
not only disciplined organisa-
tionally but punished legally
as well. We've to wait for the
better outcome. Time is a
companion that goes with us
on a journey. It reminds us to
cherish each moment,
because it will never come
again. What we leave behind is
not as important as how we
have lived. Time and tide wait
forno human. A pompous and
self-satisfied proverb, and was
true for a billion years; but in
our day of electric wires and
water-ballast we turn it
around: Humans wait not for
time, nortide.

Gopal Sengupta
MecGill University
Canada

Good news

It is heartening to hear that
some Bangladeshi bus com-
panies are introducing the
digital ticketing system. It was
reported in your daily that a
Japanese company has been
issuing prepaid tickets for the
bus passengers (The Star
Business: 05.04.10). We expe-
rienced the benefits of this
sort of ticketing system
abroad. But for some fishy
backdrop or reasons
unknown, we never could
enjoy such advantages before

in Bangladesh. The prepaid
ticketing system benefits both
the operators and the passen-
gers. If the companies con-
sider giving incentives like,
some concessions for weekly
or monthly tickets, people will
be encouraged more to have
those tickets in advance. In
other countries, for the day
tickets, weekly tickets and
monthly tickets there are
some lucrative concessions
for the passengers. The bus
companies may also think of
this sort of daily, weekly and
monthly tickets. It will ensure
their profits and stop pilferage
of cash money.

I would like to thank both
the software company and the
bus services operators who
are going to introduce this
system and elevate us to the
digital arena. The government
should extend all sorts of
support to the introducers of
the digital ticketing system.
Monzur Rahman
Dhaka

Priceofgas

It was revealed from your
news report on 05.04.10 that
the secretary of gas and min-
eral resources division has
recommended enhancing
the gas price. He mentioned in
his statement that nowhere in
the present world the price is
so low as Bangladesh.
Perhaps, he has forgotten that
the average income of the
people is not comparable
with the countries he men-
tioned.

[ worked in Petrobangla for
quite a long time. From my
experience I can say if the
authorities simply check
pilferage and thievery of the
staff of the gas companies,
there would be no need to
enhance the price. If anybody
just looks into the lifestyle of
the staff of the companies,
from the top to the bottom,
without any sort of envy or
grudge he can find out the
reasons behind the so called
losses of the companies.

[ am not against any rea-
sonable price hike. But before
taking any such initiative,
please, for God's sake, look
into the matter and find out
where things are going wrong.
Nabila Raisa
Dhaka

Trafficissue

This seems to be the slogan of
the authorities who come up
with one absurd idea after
another in the name of traffic
control. The ban onrickshaws
on main roads, especially
Mohakhali Road is one such
example. This main road lies
between the residential areas
of Gulshan 1 & 2, Niketan,
Badda, DOHS etc and the
working and educational
districts of Banani and
Gulshan and vice versa.
Thousands of people used
rickshaws every day to reach
their short destinations in
Gulshan cheaply, safely and
much more swiftly than it is
possible by car.

This is now history, squads
of traffic cops are deployed at
every entry point in
Mohakhali and Gulshan
Avenue to stop rickshaws. Asa
consequence with the advent
of the hot season and later on
the monsoons, no thought has
been given for the inconve-
nience of a vast majority of the
travelling public - school
going children, university
students, patients, women,
disabled, elderly and those
carrying small goods to/from
bazaars. For them the only
place to walk is the main

" The Sundarbans

The Sundarbans in the southwestern
part of Bangladesh has an important
buffer function, protecting the densely
settled agriculture areas from the full
force of periodic cyclones storms and
tidal waves. It lies in the west of the
Brahmaputra-Meghna delta covering
an area of 587,380 ha of natural man-
groves and further 100,000 ha of planted
mangroves .t is the largest in the world
as a compact single block of mangrove

resources.

The Sundarbans mangrove forestsis a
hotspot of biological diversity and sup-
port a unique ecological community
which includes a number of terrestrial,
aquatic, amphibian and avifauna popu-
lation. It is an important staging and
wintering area for migratory shore birds,

gulls and terns.

Mangrove forest also yields a large
quantity of honey and wax from the wild
beehives. Mollusk shells are gathered for
burning to produce lime. A big portion
of people from near and far from the
wetland do fishing in and around
Sundarbans round the year. Around
160,000 people are engaged in fishing
activities. It provides livelihoods to
about 300,000 people at certain seasons

land in southern coastal areas of
Bangladesh is atrisk of salinity. In the
recent years the hydrological conditions
have undergone a change in the south-
western part of the country following
the commissioning of the Farakka bar-
rage by India.

At least three reasons are contribut-
ingto salinewater intrusion:

1.Diversion of Ganges River flow by
Farakkabarrage.

2.0verdrafting of freshwater aquifers.

3.Upstream withdrawal for irrigation
ofrice and others crops.

High salinity affects the growth of
mangrove vegetation bringing about
changes in species composition. The
recent increase in water and soil salinity
has upset the natural equilibrium of the

delicate ecological balance required for

ofthe year working in different trades. studies

Approximately 1 million hectares of

the healthy

growth and existence of the
rich flora and fauna. Sundori, the domi-
nant tree species, is severely affected by
'top dying'.
suffered the cruel onslaught
centuries but it is only the last half a
century which saw the disastrous effect
on the mangrove forests.

Md. Saidul Islam

Dept. of Geography and Environmental

The forest resources have
by man for

University of Chittagong

Mohakhali road (footpaths
being non-existent, occupied
or dug up) dodging the cars,
buses and other motorized
transport. The results are as
expected:

1. Those who preferred
rickshaws before now bring
their cars out on the road.

2. There is more wastage of
foreign exchange using
imported fuel, tyres, partsetc.

3. More pollution, noise and
traffic deaths through
increased speed (anillusion).

4. More traffic jams as is
already evident with nary a
rickshaw in sight.

5. More cars require more
parking places and the side
roads around Mohakhali and
Gulshan remain jammed.
Please visit side roads and
foot-paths all around Gulshan
and see how parking places on
public streets are 'reserved’ as
amatter of right.

6. Dozens of police now
deployed seizing rickshaws
can be spared for other more
important jobs i.e. catching
people buying expensive cars
with ill-gotten money.

7. CNGs refuse to ply short
distances. No cop can force
them to comply with existing
traffic laws on meters and
refusing passengers with
impunity.

What is required are roads
where more rickshaws can ply,
not less. We do not require
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Schoolgirl burnt to death by stalker

Police strangely claim she committed suicide (April 7,

2010)

Pinky, forgive us. We failed to look
after you. I have two sisters. Both
of them in university. But when
they go to university we ( includ-
ing my parents) feel worried
about their security. It is not
possible for the govt alone to
control it or remove eve teasing
forever. Actually, our social
norms are responsible for this.
We have to teach our children
properly.

Md. Raseduzzaman

The murderer must be brought
to justice.
Borhan

It is time for the nation to really
see what measures are taken by
the government and for The

Daily Star to stay on the case until
itsresolution. Mere reporting will
not cause the stir that is needed
to exorcise this malady that per-
sists in Bangladesh society.

SA

What is happening? Young boys
in Bangladesh arenow behaving
like savage people.

Kazi Firoz

Pinky dear, rest in peace. You
were born in a country where two
'‘powerful' women ruled/rules.
But unfortunately they are not
for you. They did never care to
put at least one of the torturers
or acid throwers or killers to
dreary death even when they
were caught red-handed. This is

not a country for girls like you.
S.Ali

The government, Chhatra
League & media are always
active against the Jamaat-Shibir.
Why not against stalkers?

Sabina Syeed

Violence against girls must be
stopped if a nation wants to be
civilized. In a civilized country
violence against women cannot
exist. We all should stand against
the perpetrators of such crimes.
Faridul Alam

How many innocent children
have to die to awaken the gov-
ernment and society?

Simon Abrahham

What is the answer? Do not like
to see & hear this type of occur-
rences in the country any more.
Why will our daughters & sisters
be killed in this manner? For
God's sake, please come forward
to give a solution to this problem.
The criminals should be hanged
in an open place & it should be
telecast, sothatnobody in future
tries to commit such crimes any
more.

Faruk

Well, this is a painful incident
indeed. Living in a civilized
society we just indulge in barba-
rism. As always, it is surprising

that the stance of the police is
ambiguous. It won't be an exag-
geration to say that we are losing
our mutual respect continu-
ously. The fact is that the
offender remains untouched as

well as unpunished.
Md. Touhidul Islam

Teasing the school going girls isa
common thing in our country.
Day by dayit's increasing alarm-
ingly.

Mohammed Abdur Razzaque

Pinki, I am weeping & praying
foryou.

[ don't believe at all what the
police said. You did not lie in
your deathbed. Our leaders have

forgotten that they too have
children.

Sharafat Hossain

Expect to see immediate action
against the culprits.
Dino

Punish the culprits.
Rashel

There are so many Tobaraks in
many cities and countrysides in
Bangladesh. They should get
due punishment.

Zahid Hasan

Blood for blood. Hang him in a
public place. We, the general

people of Bangladesh, want
justice.

Engr. Zakir

I don't believe police need to find
out the real criminals and arrest
them. The faces are known. It's

not anormal suicide.
Mahfuz

I hate the way our government is
handling this kind of brutality. I
even sometimes get worried
when I look at my younger sister.
God help us.

Tonmoy

Daily Star, would you follow up
on this until justice is served?

SC

Instead of taking systematic and
effective steps to solve this prob-
lem, the police were ordered to
monitor schools temporarily!
Anyway, people don't trust the
police, inthe first place!

Ezajur Rahman

Unless the police are alertand go
after the stalkers and eve teasers
in their areas, many such trage-

dies will continue to occur. Alas!
Ziauddin Ahmed

Pinky, we have no word to say
sorry. We again failed to protect
one of our sisters.

Advocate Mustafizur Rahman

private cars to occupy twice
the sparse road space, to carry
a tenth of the passengers
belonging to the privileged
class only. As I walk on
Mohakhali Road twice a day, [
do my best to dodge traffic as
nimbly as a 77 year old heart
patient can, and 'pray for the
salvation of those of our
administrators, who have
forced me into this mess'.
Sikander Ahmed

Niketon, Gulshan-1,Dhaka

Saturated fats

Meats, eggs, dairy products
etc. contain saturated fat or
the bad cholesterol (LDL)
while certain nuts, seafish,
corn, soy, canola and olive oil
etc. are rich in unsaturated
fats, that is, good cholesterol
(HDL). Fats in general are
essential because they help
nutrient absorption, nerve
transmission, and many other
functions in our body. An
increase in the level of fats
(particularly the LDL choles-
terol) increases the risk of
heart attack, stroke. Bad fat
(LDL) also contributes to
weight gain (obesity),
Cardiovascular Diseases
(CVD), and certain types of
cancer.

Bad cholesterol (HDL) is
seen usually high in the serum
of smokers, alcohol drinkers
and obese people.

Meanwhile researchers at
Harvard and Children's
Hospital Oakland Research
Institute have found through
conducting 21 clinical studies
related to heart diseases,
stroke and saturated fat con-
sumption that “there is no
significant evidence for con-
cluding that dietary saturated
fat is associated with an
increased risk of coronary
heart disease. More data is
needed to elucidate whether
CVD risks are likely to be
influenced by the specific
nutrients used to replace
saturated fat”.

Professor M Zahidul Haque
Sher-e-Bangla Agricultural
University

Dhaka

Street Romeos

When the entire country is
reeling under the incidences
of eve teasing of school girls a
by the street Romeos which
led to abductions and suicides
of the helpless victims, the law
enforcing authorities in
Dhaka after rounding off of
seven such eve teasers let
them go scot-free upon simple
undertakings from the parents
| This is ridiculous. We cannot
understand why they sud-
denly became so benevolent
in letting the culprits go. Those
parents are also equally liable
for the misdeeds of their off-
spring's and therefore, should
also be prosecuted and given
exemplary punishments
along with those delinquents.
If this crime is not nipped in
the bud by handing over

severe punishments the situa-
tion will go completely out of
control. Even in the city uni-
versity campuses female
students are harassed openly
by the Romeos showing mus-
cle power under political
colour.

Therefore, appropriate law
should be enacted with the
provision for severe punish-
ment so that those eve teasers
cannot dare resorting to such
crimes any more. Only enact-
ing of law is not enough,
proper and quick application
ofsuchlaw is alsoessential.
Mohammad Ataul Hoque
On e-mail

Utopia

Sometimes it seems like we
live in an Alice-in-
Wonderland world. Here you
will find hardly anybody who
will oblige you by paying heed
to your torment. Life is
fraught with countless prob-
lems, unprecedented difficul-
ties and unbearable hard-
ships. Yet, every five years you
will get lots of pledges affirm-
ing that, life will be no short of
paradise in the days to come
provided you give a mere
chance by electing the politi-
cal person who is ardently
waiting to eradicate your
unabated troubles. He will
provide you with uninter-
rupted power supply, pure
potable drinking water, a city
devoid of traffic jam and so on.
He comes to assure you that
you can move freely anywhere
without danger no matter
what reading the time-piece
gives you by then. Yes, I am
talking about a life in
Bangladesh where promises
are often left unfulfilled.
Likewise, this government
also asked us to lend our trust
to them so did we. Following
the above chronicle the reality
came out in a way that is now
taking toll on us. Like a pre-
cious fool, we all have started
dreaming this country to be
digital before long though
price hiking, power outage,
gas and water crisis did not
give a halt yet. We could not
manage to afford a dish of rice
for everybody yet, to be digital
is a thing of distant future. My
entreaty to the government,
please take some fruitful
measures to meet the rudi-
mentary problems first. All we
want is a serene life where
there is no crying for foods, no
grudges against electricity, no
complaints about shelters.

We may not overcome our
limitations overnight but can
try to make this land a little
more liveable. We would like to
dream this country as a uto-
pia. To dream costs nothing.
Abu Saleh Muhammad
Fakhrul Islam
dth year student
Dept. of Applied Chemistry
and Chemical Engineering
University of Dhaka



