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Culture, Dhaka

University of Dhaka
Date: April 15
Time: 10am-7pm

Theatre festival by Padatik ends

Films Show and

Organiser: Russian
Centre of Science &

Venue: TSC Auditorium,

Group Art
Exhibition

Venue: Dhaka Art
Centre, H-60, R-7/A,
Dhanmondi

Date: April 10-19
Time: 3pm-9pm

17th Young
Artists’ Art

Exhibition 2010
Organiser: Bangladesh

Venue: Mation Art Gallery

Date: April 2-18

3pm-Bpm)

Mamunur Rashid and Shimul Yousuf honoured
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Mamunur Rashid (left) and Shimul Yousuf receive their awards from the Information Minister.
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The five-day theatre festival "Syed
Badruddin Hossain Smriti
Natyatshab and Sharok
Shommanona 2010" by Padatik
Natya Shangshad, TSC ended on
April 11, with theatre personality
Shimul Yousuf and Mamunur
Rashid receiving 'Syed Badruddin
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Hossain Sharok Shommanona
2010'.

Syed Badruddin Hossain, a noted
educationist, columnist and Lan-
guage Movement veteran, was the
president of Padatik till his death on
March 24, 2009. The award has been
introduced in his memory.

Information Minister Abul
Kalam Azad was the chief guest at
the closing ceremony. The chief

ON AIR

guest handed over the crests to the
awardees. Professor Jatin Sarkar
was present as the special guest.
Among others, Hassan Arif, general
secretary Shammolito Shangs-
kritik Jote; Jhuna Chowdhury,
secretary general, Bangladesh
Group Theatre Federation; M.
Hamid, CEO of RTV and Nihad
Kabir, convenor of the festival were
present at the event.

Cast: Shahiduzzaman Selim,
Nader Chowdhury

The award giving ceremony was
followed by the staging of "Ebong
Bidyasagar" by theatre troupe
Aranyak Natya Dal.

The festival which began from
April 7, featured performance by
five theatre troupes -- Nagarik
Natya Sampradaya, Loko Natyadal,
Aranyak Natya Dal, the host Padatik
Natya Shangshad and Theatre Work-
shop (from India).
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Jojon Jojon Dur The Last Mimzy
On ATN Bangla at 8:00 pm On HBO at 7:00 pm
Drama Serial Sci-fi/Mystery

Chris 0'Neil

Shilpakala Academy (BSA)
Plaza, Shilpakala Academy

Time: 11am-7pm (Friday

Cast: Rhiannon Leigh Wryn,

Chaitrosankrantir

Book Fair
Organised by: Adomn
Publication

Venue: Central Public
Library Premises,
Shahbag

Date: April 1-13
Time: 10am 8pm

Laila’s work features in World

Wide Art Books
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lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

International Contemporary Masters, volume
III has been recently published. An annual art
journal of WWAB (World Wide Art Book), this
volume presents 233 artists from 54 countries.
The cultural diversities and difference of back-
grounds are evident from the works.

It is a matter of great pride that, a painting of
Laila Sharmeen, a Bangladeshi artist, has been
featured in this significant art anthology. She is
the only Bangladeshi painter who has been
sponsored by WWAB. The book contains nearly
400 works from all over the world. Despina
Tunberg, an internationally noted painter is the
curator of the book.

Laila Sharmeen did her Masters in
Printmaking from the Institute of Fine Arts
(now Faculty of Fine Arts, University of Dhaka).
She has participated in 50 international group
exhibitions and 11 solo exhibitions. She is an
earnest painter -- her favourite mediums are
etching, watercolour, and acrylic. Her installa-
tions have been mostly done in video format.
Her mixed media works are rich, abstract
images of beauty and truth. Her reposeful
works have a touch of transparency and har-
mony. Spontaneous use of colours express the
artist's mood and contemplative world.

Laila's masterpiece in the anthology titled
“Datta Dayadivam Damyata: Shantih Shantih

Laila Sharmeen (top); the artwork featured in
WWAB.

Shantih” was done in mixed media with various
shades of white, grey, olive, black, chocolate,
crimson and sapphire. She has always tried to
explore nature, rhythm, music and poetry
through her works.

DreamWorks rolls out “Kung Fu Panda”

virtual world

After 2-1/2 years of work and an investment of
about $10 million, DreamWorks Animation has
started rolling out its first online virtual world --
a browser-based Web theme park tied to its
"Kung Fu Panda" movie franchise.

The marketing push for "Kung Fu Panda
World," which comes at a subscription cost of
$5.95 per month, but can also be sampled after
watching an online ad, kicked off Monday after
a softlaunch at the end of March.

DreamWorks' first effort in the virtual world
space targets 8- to 12-year-olds, and follows the
creation or acquisition of virtual worlds for
young demos in recent years by such rivals as
Walt Disney (Pixie Hollow, Club Penguin) and
Viacom (Neopets, Petpet Park).

John Batter, DreamWorks' co-president of
production, and Rick Rekedal, head of produc-
tion for DreamWorks Animation Online, told the
Hollywood Reporter that the virtual playground
will allow "Panda” fans to pick a kung fu style
fitting their personality (monkey;, tiger or panda)
and customise the look of their character. In
tests, girls spent alot of time on this activity.

Users can then play in-world games (from
dance/rhythm to jump-and-run and fight
games with such names as "Manis and Crane”
and "Kung Fu Beats"), unlock additional abili-
ties and games over time and use in-world
virtual coins they earn to buy items, such as
clothing or scrolls and potions to enhance
game play. The goal is to boost their kung fu
mastery by earning collared sashes that stand

Raat Biraatey
On Banglavision at 11:20 pm
Tonight's guest: Hasan Masud

for ever-improving levels of skill.

To make the virtual world experience fun for
the long-term, DWA also plans to add locations,
games and features over time.

The idea is to simulate the growth and jour-
ney of Po the Panda, the title character of the
2008 film, which is due for a sequel next year.

"Kids want to be challenged and rewarded,"
which is why games are simple to learn, but
difficult to master, said Batter. "We're kind of
teaching them what a quest is. And we wanted
to make them feel that this is their world and
they have a say.” For example, Dreamworks will
let members vote on what additional games
and features will be launched.

A lot of work went into making the experience
kids-friendly to avoid frustrating or confusing
young users. For example, click buttons were
made large enough to make navigation easy.
Users can add friends who show up on a map
when entering the world, which allows kids to go
on "play dates" inside the world. And tests
showed that kids were concerned that if they hit
"quit,"” theywould exit games in the virtual world
and lose all their accomplishments and points.
S0, Dreamworks changed "quit" to "keep
rewards and return to the world.”

And since parents often tell kids they should-
n't download programs, DreamWorks built the
virtual world as an in-browser experience with-
out the need to download orinstall programs.
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