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No room for tender

manipulators in BCL
Says AL general secretary

"We are also looking to hold the trial of jail

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

AL General Secretary

city.

Inaugurating the membership drive,
Finance Minister AMA Mubhith said the 14-

party grand alliance government has been
successful in all sectors but could not control

the prices of lentil and sugar, as their produc-

tion could not be increased.

He also said it is just a matter of time before
the trial of war criminals begins.

and LGRD Minister Syed
Ashraful Islam yesterday said there is no room
for tender manipulators or vandals in
Bangladesh Chhatra League or Jubo League.

The party chief and Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina had already given this message to all, he
said, adding: "We want to bring about a big
change in the AL, which has a bright and
unique history of dedicated politics.”

The minister said this as the chief guest at
the inaugural ceremony of the party's member-
ship drive at the Sylhet Auditorium in Sylhet

bers.

said.

killing and the trial of those who had repressed

Al leaders and activists during the period from
2001 to 2007," Muhith said.

LGRD Minister Ashraful Islam asked the

party men to visit house to house for enrolling
women and young generation as party mem-

Grassroots leaders and activists should play
a role in the decision-making in the party, he

He also said the full-fledged commitiees of
Sylhet district and city units of AL would be
announced in aweek.

The councils of the units were held in 2005

but the names of only president and general
secretary were announced.

Sylhet Mayor and city AL chief Badar Uddin
Ahmed Kamran, lawmaker Syeda Zebunnesa
Haque and central Organising Secretary

Misbah Uddin Siraj also spoke while lawmakers

Mahmud Us Samad Chowdhury and Shafiqur

Rahman Chowdhury were present.

PHOTO: STAR
Students of mass communication and journalism department of Dhaka University form a human chain in front of the National Press

Club in the city yesterday demanding fair investigation into the death of fellow student Mafruda Haq Sutapa.

Nat'l Film Policy on cards:PM

UNB, Dhaka

been taken up to construct a modern Film

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday
stressed the need for a specific plan for
the film industry to face and compete
with the present open sky culture.

“Local films are now facing a tough
challenge in the era of open sky culture.
There is no alternative to patronising
decent films as well merit, creativity and
technological advancement...
move ahead with a specific plan,” she

said.

Hasina was addressing the National
Film Award 2008 ceremony at
Bangabandhu International Conference

Center (BICC) in the city.

Information Minister Abul Kalam
Azad presided over the function, organ-
ised by the Information Ministry.
Information Secretary Dr Kamal Abdul
Naser Chowdhury also spoke on the

occasion.

She said the government has taken an
initiative to totally recast the Film
Development Corporation. Projects have

we must

Film Archive Policy.

will be awarded.”

those.

Archive Building at a cost of Tk 75 crore
and the government will soon formulate a

She said from this year, grants will be
given to six films instead of earlier two
and this will include two films for chil-
dren. The amount of
increased to Tk 1.9 million from Tk 1.5
million. “From next year, five short-films

Hasina said from now on directors and
producers will get Tk 50,000 instead of Tk
10,000 while other award recipients will
get Tk 30,000 instead of Tk 5,000. “I know
the amount is still very
ensure you this will be increased in the
near future. You' ll give me good films and
I'llincrease the award money.”

She said that digital technology is
going to be introduced in the FDC for the
production of film and in preserving

The Prime Minister said that initiative
has been taken to set up a film city in
Kabirpur, on the outskirts of capital

Dhaka on 101 acres of land with all mod-
ern facilities for shooting of films.
government is working to formulate a

“Our

National Film Policy.”

grant will be

issues.

small. Butl can

She also emphasized on producing
films for children, saying they're future of
the nation and “it is our duty to look to it
that they could grow up with all human
qualities.”

She urged the filmmakers to make
films giving priority on women repres-
sion, dowry, child-marriage, drug addic-
tion, HIV/AIDS and such other social

Hasina also said that importance
would have to be given on resisting cor-
ruption, establishing good governance
and justice in the country.

“I hope you'll bring forth in your films
the true history of Liberation War, trial of
war criminals, and flourishing of intellec-

tuality, non-communalism and poverty-

alleviation.”
Later, the prime minister distributed
24 awardsin 23 categories.

ARSON ATTACK AT KAMRANGIRCHAR
AL men force complainant

to drop 6 names from case

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

incident told this correspondent yesterday.

Local Awami League leaders forced the com-
plainant to drop names of six accused from the
First Information Report (FIR) on Friday's
arson attack at Kamrangirchar in the city,
although they played a key role in setting fire to
atleast 25 business establishments.

The six accused are either son or brother or
close relatives of local AL leaders and activists,

local people alleged.

Complainant of the case businessman
Mahbubur Rahman said around 100 local AL
leaders and activists stormed Kamrangirchar
Police Station when he went there to file the
case ataround 3:30pm on Friday.

"In the police station, the local AL men
almost snatched the draft FIR from the com-
plainant and then deleted the names of six
prime attackers out of the 18 accused,"” affected
trader Mohammad Ali who witnessed the

Shahidullah.

the case.

Among the six, Saidul Matbar's name was on
top of the list of accused in the draft FIR, but his
name was dropped. Saidul is the brother of a
Sultanganj union Al leader. The five others are
Shaon, Mizan, Ali, Alam, Alamgir, Sumon and

The two businessmen also alleged that the
AL leaders also included some other names in

But the police have been mysteriously silent

at that time, said the two businessmen who

went to the police station to file the case.
Complainant Mahbubur Rahman also said

that he had to wait at the police station for

seven hours to sign the final case statement.

When contacted, Officer-in-Charge of
Kamrangirchar Police Station Shafiqul Islam
Sikdar said both the complainant and the
accused had a discussion among them and
then submitted a written case statement.

Int'l symposium
on environment
begins

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

An International Symposium
on Environmental
Degradation and Sustainable
Development (ISEDSD) 2010
began at the Bangladesh
University of Engineering and
Technology (Buet) yesterday:.

The speakers at the sympo-
sium said human develop-
ment and environmental
issues are often looked at
separately. But with environ-
mental degradation spreading
rapidly, it has become vital to
search for a fit between natu-
ral, environmental, economic
and the social dimensions for
sustainable development.

The two-day conference is
jointly organised by the
Environmental Engineering
Division (EED) of Civil
Engineering Department and
Centre for Environmental and
Resource Management (CERM)
of Buet in association with the
British Council, Dhaka.

Speaking as the chief guest,
Buet Vice Chancellor Prof Dr
AMM Safiullah said low per
capita land and rising amount
of groundwater pollution are
among the major issues in
both the social, economic and
environmental dimensions of
our country.

The situation calls for
development activities that
appropriately address the
close relationship between
environmental degradation,
lack of basic infrastructure
and poverty, he said.

Dr Md. Monowar Hossain
chaired the event. Prof Dr M
Habibur Rahman, Prof
Mujibur Rahman, British
Council Director Charles
Nuttall and Jan Moller Hansen
of Danish Embassy and Prof
Delwar Hossain also spoke.

Seventeen experts and
researchers from four coun-
tries, including Bangladesh,
India, Netherlands and the
United Kingdom, are taking
partinthe symposium.

Obituary

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Rawshan
Ara Sobhan,
noted edu-
cationist
and wife of
former
president of
Supreme
Court Bar Association late
Advocate Ahmed Sobhan,
passed away yesterday at the
age of 79, says a pressrelease.

She left behind her two
sons and one daughter to
mourn her death.

WAR CRIMES TRIAL

Call to strengthen
probe agency

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Expressing doubts about the
success of the war crimes
investigation agency, Forum
for Secular Bangladesh (FSB)
yesterday called on the govern-
ment to strengthen it by
inducting more competent
and honest persons.

It urged the government to
appoint at least 25 lawyers and
investigative officials to both
the prosecution team and the
investigation agency for their
better performance.

FSB leaders made the call at
a discussion at the Bangladesh
Institute of Law and
International Affairs (BILIA)
auditorium in the city. The event
was organised to mark the 39th
anniversary of the proclama-
tion ofindependence.

"We are not satisfied with
what the investigation agency
has done so far to collect evi-
dence, documents and other
materials relating to war
crimes," said Shahriar Kabir,
acting president of FSB.

"Such horrific and massive

genocide, which occurred in
Bangladesh, has not taken
place elsewhere in the world
since the Second World War. So
it would be a huge task for the
investigation agency. The
government should realise it
and increase the number of
members both at the prosecu-
tion team and investigation
agency,” headded.

Justice Gholam Rabbani
said all success depends on
how the investigation agency
works. Verdict of the war crimes
trial will depend on the evi-
dence it will collect.

Barrister Amir-Ul Islam said
the government should rethink
the process of trial of war crimi-
nalsasitis a sensitive issue.

Attorney General
Mahbubey Alam said all should
get united to make the trial of
War crimes a success.

Jatiyva Samajtantrik Dal
President Hasanul Haq Inu,
Ambassador Wali-ur-

Rahman, Workers leader
Bimal Biswas and Prof MA

Akash of Dhaka University
also spoke.

UNB, Dhaka
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Thundershowers llkely

country, it said.

5:40am tomorrow.
Country's hi

Rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary gusty
or squally wind is likely to occur at one or two places over
Sylhet division and the regions of Tangail and Mymensingh
in the next 12 hours until 6:00pm today.

Weather may remain dry with temporary partly cloudy
sky elsewhere over the country, Met Office said.

Severe heat wave sweeping over the regions of Rajshahi,
Pabna, Jessore and Kushtia and mild to moderate heat wave
over the regions of Dhaka, Tangail, Faridpur, Bogra, Khulna,
Mongla, Satkhira, Barisal and Patuakhali may continue.

Day temperature may remain nearly unchanged over the

The sun sets in the capital at 6:19pm today and rises at

ghest temperature 42.5 de
recorded yesterday at Rajshahi and Iswardi and lowest 23.5
degrees Celsius at Chuadanga

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded
in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature in Humidityin
Celsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka S 26.6 69 64
Chittagong 31.0 25.2 76 Fd
Rajshahi 42.5 23.8 56 25
Khulna 38.8 26.2 75 47
Barisal 35.9 26.5 79 70
Sylhet 34.3 26.0 71 68
Cox's Bazar 33.8 25.5 69 80

es Celsius was

Diarrhoea
patients
on rise

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Diarrhoea situation in the
capital remains the same, as a
total of 1,003 patients rushed to
the International Centre for
Diarrhoeal Disease Research,
Bangladesh (ICDDR,B) on
Friday for treatment.

The hospital saw 762 more
patients as of 7:00pm yesterday,
the ICDDR, B authorities said.

The scientists said that a
huge number of patients are
coming with severe dehydra-
tion, which is dangerous.

The diarrhoea patients
should be provided with oral
saline and other foods. The
patients should immediately
be taken to the nearby hospital
if he or she is found dehy-
drated, the physicians said.

They also advised the people
to drink safe and boiled water
and to avoid stale foods and
foodsselling on the street.

'Ban Jamaat
politics’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a function yesterday

ed the government to imme-
diately ban the politics of
Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami and
their front organisations in order
to restore the constitution of 1972
for establishing the spirit of War of
Liberation.

The Jamaat-Shibirs have
launched militant activities in the
country to foil the government's
move to hold trial of Razakars, Al-
Badrs and Al-Shams who had
committed crimes against the
humanity during the War of
Liberation, Muktijoddha Sangsad
Chairman Abdul Ahad
Chowdhurysaid.

He was inaugurating a month-
long signature campaign for "Res-
toration of Constitution of 1972 and
ban on politics of Jamaat-Shibir"
organised by Amra Muktijoddhar
Santan, an organisation of the
children offreedom fighters.

Ahad Chowdhury said Golam
Azam, Matiur Rahman Nizami
and Ali Ahsan Muhammad
Mojaheed and their followers who
led the Razakars, Al-Badrs and Al-
Shams during the War of
Liberation are still now having
dreams to make Bangladesh a
mini-Pakistan.

Jobaida Haq Ajonta,president
of Dhaka city unit of Amra
Muktijoddhar Santan, presided
over the function. Awami League
lawmaker Ashrafun Nesa
Mosharraf, managing editor of
Bangladesh Sangbad Sangstha
Azizul Islam Bhuiyan, general
secretary of Bangladesh
Peshajibi Samannaya Parishad
Kamrul Hasan and general
secretary of Bangladesh
Sammilita Sanskritik Oikya Jote
Hasan Arif.

Malpractice on in name of
physiotherapy treatment

Speakers tell seminar

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Malpractice has been going
on in the name of providing
physiotherapy treatment to
the patients as the country
lacks trained physiothera-
pists, speakers said at a
seminar yesterday.

Bangladesh
Physiotherapy Society (BPS)
organised the seminar titled
'Physiotherapy in health
service and Bangladesh
perspective' at the National
Press Club.

The speakers said the
scientific treatment proce-
dure is being neglected very
much in the country.

More than 25 posts of
physiotherapists at six gov-
ernment and private medi-
cal colleges and hospitals are
lying vacant since 1990 and
no step has been taken yet in
this regard, said BPS Vice
President Dr Dalilur
Rahman.

The speakers said there is
no a single trained physio-
therapist even at the
National Institute of
Traumatology, Orthopedics

and Rehabilitation (NITOR).

But physiotherapy is a
part and parcel of orthope-
dics treatment and more
than 12 posts have been
lying vacant at the NITOR for
alongtime, they said.

They said the health
minister laid foundation
stone of a Physiotherapy
College at Mahakhali in the
city on July last year. But that
is all and no further steps
have been taken for estab-
lishing the college.

Meanwhile, a section of
people have started provid-
ing physiotherapy treatment
after procuring some
machines like short wave
machine which is harmful to
the patients.

" If the cancer and tuber-
culosis patients are treated
with the machine for reduc-
ing their pain, it further
aggravates their disease” Dr
Dalil said, adding "There are
cases of burning patients'
body for using the
machine"”.

The speakers said the
number of aged and obese

people, cardiac patients and
people suffering from differ-
ent types of pain have been
increasing day by day and
they need quality physio-
therapy. So the government
should take the issue seri-
ously.

Governor of Rotary
Bangladesh A K M Shamsul
Huda was present as the
chief guest at the seminar
with BPS Founder President
Prof M N Alam in the chair.

Former minister
Habibullah Khan, former
executive director of Nazrul
Institute Dr
Maniruzzaman, head of the
department of Diabetes and
Endocrinology of DMCH Dr
Abdul Mannan, BPS
General Secretary Dr
Mohammad Fariduddin,
Vice President Dr
Mohammad Shafiullah,
Organising Secretary Dr
Prodeep Kumar Saha, exec-
utive director of
Rehabilitation Centre for
Disabled Dr Kamruzzaman
and Khonoranjan Roy
spoke at the seminar.

MAYOR'S MISBEHAVIOUR

Police foil
protest

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Police yesterday obstructed
locals from forming a human
chain protesting the misbe-
haviour of Chittagong City
Corporation (CCC) Mayor
ABM Mohiuddin Chowdhury
with a female ward councillor.

Sources said police barred
them when they (people) were
trying to hold the programme
in the Wapda Colony area near
Oxygen intersection in the port
city around 4.00pm in support
of CCC female Ward Councillor
Ferdous Begum Munni.

Munni alleged that the
police also stopped her female
relatives and harassed some of
them when they tried to get out
of her residence to join the
human chain.

She said some criminals
hired by two local miscreants
Ledu and Tamanna in favour of
the mayor staged a showdown
in the area and threatened her
supporters.

Meanwhile, police also did
not allow some 100 men who
tried to bring out a procession
under the banner of Bayezid
thana Awami League (AL) inthe
same areaat that same time.,

Officer-in-Charge (OC) of
Bayezid Police Station Abdus
Sabur said they did not allow
any of the groups to hold
programmes on the busy
Chittagong-Hatzari road to
avoid traffic congestion.

He, however, refuted allega-
tion of harassment of any rela-
tives of the female councillor.

He said local Awami League
led by unit General Secretary
Md Sagir later arranged a rally
in frontofa community centre,

BCL calls oft
movement at
Ctg Veterinary
University

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Bangladesh Chhatra League of
Chittagong Veterinary and
Animal Sciences University
yesterday called off its move-
ment on the campus following
an assurance from Prime
Minister's Education Advisor
Prof Alauddin Ahmed.

Prof Alauddin and
Chittagong City Mayor ABM
Mohiuddin arrived the cam-
pus in the evening. They
assured the agitating students
of immediate government
step regarding their 21-point
demand including the resig-
nation of the vice chancellor.

Chhatra League Convener
of the university unit Komol
Kanti Majumder then called
off the agitation and unlocked
Vice Chancellor Nitish
Chandra Devnath's office and
residence.

"We will consider the inves-
tigation of University Grants
Commission and the remarks
from the mayor and ministries
concerned while making
decision on VC Nitish," said
Prof Alauddin.

He also urged the academ-
ics to work hard to make up for
the time lost due to the unrest
on the campus for the last four
months.

The university was closed
sine die on December 14
following an indefinite strike
by General Students’ Forum
and Chhatra League unit.
Their 21-point demand
included resignation of the VC
on charge of corruption and
nepotism.

The university reopened
onApril4.

After reopening BCL activ-
ists put the VC's office under
lock and key confining him to
his evening office-cum resi-
dence. Later, they locked his
residence as he left for capital
to join a conference.
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