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Indian minister takes
responsibility
for Maoist massacre ==

Offers resignation but PM turns down

AFP, New Delhi

Indian Home Minister P Chidambaram
said yesterday he took "full responsi-
bility" for the brutal massacre of 76
security personnel in a Maoist
ambush.

Tuesday's attack, the Maoists'
bloodiest strike against India's secu-
rity forces, has tarnished the image of
Chidambaram, who was drafted into
the key ministry in 2008 to improve

internal security.
"I have no hesitation in saying this:

the buck stops at my desk,”
Chidambaram told an annual function
of the Central Reserve Police Force,
whose members were killed in the
ambush in the central state of

Chhattisgarh.
"I accept full responsibility for what

happened,” he said after paying trib-
ute to the dead officers.

The prime minister's office said
Chidambaram had offered to resign on
Wednesday, but was turned down by

Premier Manmohan Singh.
"The home minister offered to quit.

He gave his resignation in writing on
Wednesday but it was immediately
rejected by the prime minister," a

spokesman in the office told AFP.
The opposition Hindu nationalist

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) said it
agreed Chidambaram should stay in
his post.

"We do not think he should resign.
This is not the time for a blame game.

India's Reliance
buys $1.7 bln
stake in US
gasfield

AFP, Mumbai

India's energy giant Reliance
Industries said yesterday it
had signed a joint venture with

India's largest private firm
has now gained an overseas
foothold through the
Marcellus Shale deal, in what

it calls one of "the most excit-

We have to put an end to the Maoist | ing" upstream markets of the

menace,
Pratap Rudy said.

India's Maoist insurgency began in
the state of West Bengal in 1967 and
has since spread to 20 of the country's
28 states.

Prime Minister Singh has labelled

" BJP spokesman Rajiv | world. ‘
As part of the deal Reliance

will pay 339 million dollars in
cash and a further 1.36 billion
dollars to fund part of Atlas's
drilling expenses and develop
the project, the companies
said.

the insurgency India's biggest internal The gas project spreads
security threat, but little is known | across parts of Pennsylvania,
about the movement's leadership or | WestVirginia and New York in
cadre strength, variously estimated at | the United States.

between 10,000 and 20,000. Reliance will acquire 40

Chidambaram has previously said
the government needs to tackle the
root causes of the insurgency and has
offered talks with the rebels -- on con-

percent -- or 120,000 acres -- of
the total 300,000 acres in Atlas's
core Marcellus position.
Pennsylvania-based Atlas
will be the development oper-

dition they renounce violence before- | atorofthe JV, with a 60 percent

hand.

stake.

UNHCR reviewing
rules on Afghan and
Sri Lankan refugees

AFP, Geneva

would temporarily suspend processing new

The UN refugee agency revealed yesterday that it
is reviewing the handling of Afghan and Sri
Lankan refugees after Australia suspended
asylum applications from those states.

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) declined however to make a "judg-
ment" on Australia's move to stop accepting
new asylum seekers from Sri Lanka and
Afghanistan.

UNHCR spokeswoman Melissa Fleming
said the agency was reviewing its guidelines
on refugees from the two countries when
Australia made its announcement.

Fleming pointed out that the situation in
SriLanka was changing.

"We are currently examining that (Austra-
lian) announcement... particularly with
regards to issues around detention of vulner-
able persons and the provision of social
support for the asylum seekers who are
subject to this suspension,” she said.

"This decision from the Australian gov-
ernment is taken independently from us. We
are looking at the implications,"” she added.

Australian Immigration Minister Chris
Evans said earlier that the government

visa applications from asylum seekers from
Sri Lanka and Afghanistan, "in the light of
the changing circumstances” in those coun-
tries.

Fleming noted that the UNHCR is "in a
process ourselves of looking at the situation
in Sri Lanka and Afghanistan and will be
issuing those guidelines.”

In Sri Lanka's case, current guidelines
were made based on "the situation of gener-
alised violence there -- basically that no
Tamil should be returned forcibly, and that
they should be considered individually,
under the 1951 (refugee) convention," she
said.

"This situation in Sri Lanka is changing...
many of the internally displaced persons
have now been able to return to their
homes. There is freedom of movement... in
this case, we are reexamining our guide-
lines," the UNHCR spokeswoman added.

Fleming conceded however that events
in Afghanistan were "incredibly more com-
plex." She nonetheless declined to com-
ment on Australia's move, stressing that the
agency was 'not making a judgement on
that at this point.”

Pakistani troops kill
24 militants

Say officials

AFP, Peshawar, Pakistan

three soldiers were also injured.

Pakistani troops killed up to 24 militants in

gunfights after insurgents attacked check- The military has announced

points in the country's lawless tribal region
bordering Afghanistan, officials said Friday.
The violence was concentrated in the dis-

tricts of Orakzai, where the military has been

Local administration official Sajjad Ahmad
confirmed the incident and casualties.

a running

death toll of more than 100 militants in the

Orakzai operation since March 24, but the

waging a nearly three-week offensive against limited.

the Taliban, and Kurram, which has a tradition

of sectarian unrest and Islamist militancy.

village in Orakzai overnight.

"Troops killed 15 militants in a gunfight

figures cannot be verified independently
because access to the remote area is extremely

Orakzai is a former bastion of Tehreek-e-

Taliban Pakistan leader Hakimullah Mehsud,
The deadliest clash took place in Bezot Khel whom US officials believe probabl

y died in a

US drone attack in January. The Pakistani

which started after an attack on a checkpoint,” area.

local military spokesman Major Fazlur Rehman

told AFP

military says it has no evidence he is in the

The military said troops killed nine militants

and wounded 10 others in Kurram, after the
Rehman said the troops captured four mili- rebels stormed their checkpoint at
tants wounded during the fighting and that lage.

Dogar vil-

Nato aircraft
crashes in
Afghanistan

AP, Kandahar

A US Air Force tilt-rotor aircraft crashed in southeastern
Afghanistan, killing three service members and one government
contractor, Nato said yesterday.

Other personnel aboard were injured and were taken to a
military base for treatment, Nato said.

The CV-22 Osprey went down about 7 miles (11 kilometers)
from Qalat, the capital of Zabul province, Nato said. The cause of
the crash was under investigation.

The Osprey takes off and lands as a helicopter, but its engines
roll forward in flight, allowing it to fly faster than a standard
helicopter.

A Zabul government spokesman, Mohhamed Jahn Rasuliyar,
confirmed the crash and casualty figure.

A Taliban spokesman had earlier claimed militants shot
down the aircraft, part of a pattern of the insurgents making
such claims to promote their cause of driving foreign forces from
the country.

Bangladesh Petroleum Exploration
and Production Company Ltd

(A Company of Petrobangla)

80/A-B, Siddeshwari Circular Road, Malibagh, Dhaka-1217
(Construction Department)
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Inwtatlon for Tender

: 2 Name of the organization | : | Bangladesh Petroleum Exploration and Production Company Ltd
(BAPEX).

2. Source of funds - | Semutang Gas Field Development Project Fund.

3. | Tender package No. : | Semutang # 04, 11/10

4, Tender notice Ref ] 124,59, 19

. Tender notice date . | 04 April 2010,

6. Eligibility of tenderer : | Enlisted contractors of govt/semi-govt/sector corporation and other

autonomous organizations having experience as mentioned in the
tender document. Interested tenderers may view the document at

the office of the undersigned during office hours.
i Special instruction : | a) Intending contractors/tenderers may visit the work site before
submission of tender.
b) Intending contractorsitenderers must read carefully and go
through the terms, conditions and all relevant point written in
the light of PPR-2008 in the tender schedule.
c) The tenderer must enclosed original money receipt of
purchased ender documents, Pay Order/Bank Draft as fixed
earnest money, attested copy of up-to-date trade license, valid
VAT regi fration certificate and up-to-date TIN certificate along
with the tender otherwise the tender will be declared non
responsive.
d) The tenderer must enclosed attested photocopy of similar
nature of job experience certificate along with the tender
document.
e) Successful

bidder would be needed to submit 10%
performance security of quoted amount to get the work order.

8. Security deposit : | As described in Sl No-15 is to be submitted in favour of
Bangladesh Petroleum Exploration and Production Company
Limited (BAPEX) in the form of Pay Order/ Bank Draft from any

schedule bank of Bangladesh.
8. MName and address of the | : | a) Accounts Division, BAPEX, Shahjalal Tower (2™ Floor), 80/A,
offices selling tender Siddeshwari Circular Road, Malibagh, Dhaka-1217.
document b) Accounts Division, Petrobangla, Petrocentre, 3, Kawran Bazar,
Dhaka.
c) Titas Gas (T&D) Co Ltd, Titas Bhaban, 105, Kawran Bazar

C/A, Dhaka-1215.

10. | Name and address of the | : | a) Construction Dept, BAPEX, Shahjalal Tower (8th Floor), 80/A,
Siddeshwari Circular Road, Malibagh, Dhaka-1217.

b) Petrobangla, Petrocentre, 3, Kawran Bazar, Dhaka.
Titas Gas (T&D) Co Ltd, Titas Bhaban, 105, Kawran Bazar
C/A, Dhaka-1215.

offices receiving tenders

11. | Name and address of the | : | Construction Dept, BAPEX, Shahjalal Tower (8th Floor), 80/A,
office opening tenders Siddeshwari Circular Road, Malibagh, Dhaka-1217.

12. | Date and time for selling | : | 18 April 2010 to 29 April 2010 up to 02.00pm.

tender document
13. | Date and time for | : | 02 May 2010 up to 12.00 noon. No tender will be accepted after
submission of tenders the deadline for submission.
14. | Date and time for | : | 02 May 2010 at 02.30pm in presence (if any) of the tenderers/ their
opening of tenders representatives.
19. Name of the work & : Location of the Earmest | Completion Cost of
reference No. work money (Tk) time tender paper
(Tk)
a) Installation of deep tube | Semutang Gas | Tk 60 days Tk 2,000.00
well (one Nos.), construction | Field, 40,000.00
of pump house & water | Khagrachhari, Hill
supply line. Ref-124.59.19 | Tracls B B -
b) Construction of tollet & | Semutang  Gas | Tk 60 days | Tk400.
generator shed for Junior | Field, 18,000.00
Staff Ref- 124.59.20 Khagrachhari, Hill
) Tracts
16. | Special instructions . | Authority reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the
tenders without showing any reason without accepting any liability.
17. | Brief description of works | : | Installation of deep tube well (1 Nos.), construction of pump house
& water supply line, construction of toilet & generator shed for
Junior Staff at Semutang Gas Field Development Project.
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General Manager (Planning)

Pre-Qualification Document
Notice and Invitation

Bangladesh Power Development Board
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Notice for the Pre-Qualification of Sponsors for
Implementation of a 150-225 MW Dual Fuel (Furnace
Qil/Gas) Combined Cycle Power Project on a Build Own
Operate (BOO) Basis at Madanganj, Bangladesh

Invitation Ref. No. 368-BPDB Sectt.)/Dev.197/2010 Date: 05.04.2010

Having been authorised by the Government of the
People's Republic of Bangladesh (GOB), Bangladesh Power
Development Board (BPDB) intends to select a potential
sponsor (the Project Sponsor) to develop a gas-fired 150-225
MW dual fuel (furnace oil/gas) Combined Cycle Power Plant
at Madanganj (the Project) on a site that will be owned by
BPDB. The project will be implemented on Build, Own and
Operate (BOO) basis for a period of 22 years.

The Project Sponsor will be selected through an
international competitive bidding process from a pool of
applicants (the "Applicants") who meet the criteria set forth in
this pre-qualification document. The selected Project Sponsor
will be required to arrange the necessary financing and to
execute the key project documents for the project.

BPDB seeks to pre-qualify interested power project
developers who have previous international experience in
implementing power generation projects, and invites
interested developers to submit qualification statements in
accordance with the criteria set forth in this pre-qualification
document. Only applicants whose qualification statements
demonstrate that they meet all the criteria set forth in this pre-
qualification document will be invited to submit bids for the
project. This pre-qualification document (and any
amendments thereto) will be available at the BPDB website:
http://www.bpdb.gov.bd. Interested developers intending to
submit a qualification statement to BPDB should check
BPDB's website on a regular basis to ensure that they are
familiar with any amendments or modifications to the pre-
qualification document, which amendments or modifications
shall be binding on the applicants and their qualification
statements if such amendments or modifications are posted
on BPDB's website not later than 72 hours prior to the pre-
qualification closing date.

Applicants should submit to BPDB their qualification
statements during normal business hours, together with a
non-refundable processing fee of US$ 500 (or Bangladesh
Taka 35,000) in the form of an International Bank Draft
encashable at any scheduled bank in Bangladesh or in the
form of a local Bank Draft, made payable to "Secretary,
Bangladesh Power Development Board", at or before 1200
hours Bangladesh standard time on 06 June, 2010 (the "Pre-
qualification Closing Date"). Any requests for additional
information and/or questions conceming this pre-qualification
document shall be submitted in writing not later than 15
business days before the pre-qualification closing date and all
completed qualification statements shall be submitted not later
than the pre-qualification closing date, in each case in writing
to:

Secretary
Bangladesh Power Development Board
WAPDA Building (15! floor)
Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000
Facsimile: 880-2-9564765
Biddyut/Jana-1362(5)/5/4/10 880-2-9551344
GD-1663 Tel. No: 8802-9554209, 9567350
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