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Mahbubur Rahman, centre, president of International Chamber of Commerce-Bangladesh, speaks at a press briefing on the
upcoming ICC conference on energy for growth in Dhaka yesterday. Latifur Rahman, /efi, vice president of the chamber, and
Rashed Maksud Khan, right, executive member, are also seen.

Set up coal-based
power plants

|ICC-B urges govt as gas crisis looms

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

The government should take a quick
decision on coal extraction to improve
the country's power situation by using
the black mineral instead of natural
gas, said a chamber leader yesterday.

President of International Chamber
of Commerce-Bangladesh (ICC-B)
Mahbubur Rahman said there is no
alternative to improving the energy
sector for achieving the expected eco-
nomic growth.

He suggested the government set up
coal-based power plants, as the coun-
try has 884 million tonnes of proven
and 3,300 million tonnes of estimated
reserves of coal in the mines mainly in
Rangpur and Dinajpur areas.

"Why will we import coal? We have
enough reserve. Most of the developed
countries use coal for power generation.
We have also the capacity to set up coal-
based power plants,” Rahman said.

He said at present 68 percent power
is generated from coal in India, 76
percent in Australia, 81 percent in
China, 49 percent in the US and 94
percent in South Africa.

"And Bangladesh is using natural

gas to generate 83 percent of its power,"
Rahman said.

The chamber president stressed
open-pit mining of coal as this system
exposes less risk and extracts more coal
than other methodsdo.

He said power generation in the
country now hovers between 3,800
megawatts (MW) and 4,300MW against
the demand for 4,200MW-5,500MW.

Rahman was speaking at a press
conference at Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (DCCI) office
in the capital to brief journalists on the
upcoming ICC-B conference on 'En-
ergy for Growth in Bangladesh'.

He said the chamber will organise
an international conference on energy
at Radisson Water Garden Hotel in
Dhaka on April 13 mainly to attract
foreign investors to the energy sector.

The major topics to be discussed at
the conference include power project
development, hydrocarbon explora-
tion and regulatory structure, and
financing power and energy projects.

Soren Pind, minister for Development
Cooperation of Denmark, Victor K Fung,
ICC global chairman, and officials from
Japan Bank for International

Cooperation, Marubeni Power Systems
Corporation of Japan, RWE of Germany,
CESC of India, CMC of China, Santos of
Australia, Alliance Bernstein of the US,
Credit Suisse of Switzerland, Citibank
NA, Deutsche Bank of Germany and a
business delegation from Denmark,
among others, will participate in the one-
dayconference.

Officials of foreign oil companies
with offices in Bangladesh, including
Chevron and Cairn, and Bangladeshi
companies in the power generation
sector will also attend the conference,
Rahman added.

So far more than 450 delegates from
foreign and local companies, private
and public entities, banks, and busi-
ness leaders and government officials
have already registered for participa-
tion, he said.

Rahman also said around 500 guests
from business community, diplomatic
missions and energy companies oper-
ating in Bangladesh will join the inau-
gural ceremony of the conference.

Vice President of the ICC-B Latifur
Rahman and Executive Member
Rashed Maksud Khan, among others,
were present at the press conference.
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US services
sector posts
strong growth

AFP, Washington
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The massive US services
sector registered stronger
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than expected growth in
March, amid signs of a con-
tinued economic recovery, a
private survey showed on
Monday.

Buoyed by robust
increase in orders at home
and abroad, the Institute of
Supply Management said its
non-manufacturing index
posted its third consecutive
month of growth.

The so-called purchasing
managers index registered
55.4 percent, surging past
the consensus forecast of 54
percent,

Any PMI number above
50 percent indicates growth
in the sector that accounts
for more than two-thirds of
US economic activity.

According to analyst
Aaron Smith of Moody's
Economy.com, the sector,
which has lagged behind
other parts of the economy,
may be now be catching up.

"The increase in March
suggests that growth is
broadening from the goods
sector,” he said.

The services index now
stands at its highest level in
nearly three years.

New orders surged by 7.3
points to 62.3 percent,
pointing to a strong increase
indemand.

But the positive trend
was weighed down by a
continued contraction of
employment.

Bangladesh top exporter

in European market

EU-Bangladesh trade update released

STAR BUSINESS REPORT
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Bangladesh was the top export per-
former in the European Union market
in 2009 with 6 percent growth, when all
other countries, except for Qatar, suf-
fered an export fall in the common
market due to a global financial con-
traction.

Qatar exported products worth
three billion euros to the EU in 2009,
predominantly hydrocarbon.

Bangladesh shipped products worth
5.8 billion euros to the EU in 2009,
increasing from 5.7 billion euros in
2008, witnessing a 6.3 percent rise.
During the time, Bangladesh outper-
formed its global competitors: China,
India andVietnam.

In 2009, China posted a 13.4 percent
export fall in the EU market compared
to 2008, while India sustained 13.9
percent andVietnam 9.5 percent. At the
same time, EU's import from the global
market shrank 23.4 percent.

Bangladesh's export to the EU was
not tainted probably because "Bangla-
desh exports items that are not sensi-
tive to income variables"”, said Stefan
Frowein, head of the Delegation of the
European Commission to Bangladesh,
at a press briefing at its office in Dhaka
yesterday.

The press meet was organised to
give updates on EU-Bangladesh bilat-
eral trade.

EU's exports to Bangladesh slipped
5.5 percent to one billion euros in 2009,
compared to ayear ago.

The average year-on-year export
growth of the country was 9 percent in
thelast five years.

At the briefing, Zillul Hye Razi, trade
adviser of EU trade delegation to
Bangladesh, said the use of the general-
ised system of preferences (GSP) facility
increased significantly in the last five
years for exports from Bangladesh to EU.

In 2005, some 66 percent of export
products used the GSP facility, an
instrument that offers tariff rebate to
the least developed countries to export
to the EU market, while it increased to
over 80 percent in 2009.

"Greater utilisation of the GSP means
that backward linkage industries are
strengthening in the country,” Razi said,
adding that Bangladesh got benefits
worth 493 million euros using the facil-
ity in 2009, while India got 456 million
euros andVietnam 153 million euros.

Bangladesh was the fourth largest
GSP preferential importer to the EU
market in 2008, only after India,
Thailand and Brazil.

At the function, participants also

voiced concern over the country's
dependency on some products and a
few export destinations.

Over 80 percent of the country's
export earnings come from RMG and
more alarmingly, four broad categories
of products -- T-shirt, sweater, shirt and
trouser -- account for around 85 per-
cent to 90 percent of total RMG exports.

"It is great risk if exports depend on
only a few items. You need to diversify
both export items and export destina-
tions," said Frowein. He said shipbuild-
ing created hope, as new orders are
being placed from EU countries to
Bangladesh to build small ships.

He also urged shipbuilders to main-
tain delivery timelines and quality, to
create a stronger image of the sector
abroad.

Razi said Bangladesh performed
better in the EU market than Vietnam
and India as its products are still com-
petitive in the world market.

"The present flow of order placement
in the RMG sector is now so strong that
in some cases, they are over the capacity
ofthe RMG makers," he added.

Razi also found no major external
challenge for the country's export
sector in the running year.

Andrew Barnard, First Secretary to EU
Delegation in Bangladesh, also spoke.
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Stefan Frowein, head of the Delegation of the European Commission to Bangladesh, speaks at a press briefing at the European

Union office in Dhaka yesterday.

BPDB's International Tender Notice
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1 Ministry/Division

Ministry of Power, Energy & Mineral Resource/Power Division.

Agency

Procuring entity name

Procuring entity code

Not used at present.

Bangladesh Power Development Board.

Director, Purchase, BPDB, Dhaka.

Procuring entity district

Dhaka.
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Invitation for

Invitation for tender Ref. No.

Design, Supply, Installation, Testing and Commissioning of Pressure Regulation
& Metering Station (RMS) for Sikalbaha 150 MW Peaking Power Plant,
Chittagong on Turnkey basis.

Pur-136/150MW. Sikalbaha/20710.

o]~

 J

Date
KEY INFORMATION

30-03-2010.

Abdus Salam Bhuiyan

9 [ Procurement method I

Open tendering method.

" FUNDING INFORMATION
New Oﬂ:lce 10 | Budgetand source of funds | GOB Budget.
b f HR 11 Devtglu%?ent partners  (if | Notapplicable.
applicable
earers Or PARTICULAR INFORMATION
| f 12 | Project/programme code (if | Notapplicable.
organisation Splcabie] all ks
13 | Project/programme name (if | Notapplicable.
STAR BUSINESS DESK applicable)
14 | Tender package No. NIA.
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The Bangladesh Society for

15 | Tender package name

Design, Supply, Installation, Testing and Commissioning of Pressure Regulation
& Metering Station (RMS) for Sikalbaha 150 MW Peaking Power Plant,

Human Resources Manage- ol o Chittagong on Turnkey basis.
16 | Tender publication date 40-03-2010.
ment has electec Abdus | {1y o tate 05-04-2010 to 24-05-2010.
Salam Bhuiyan, senior advi- | '78 | Tender closing date and time | _25-05-2010 at 11.00am,
sor of Grameenphone Ltd, as 19 | Tender opening date and time | 25-05-2010 at 11:30am. "
president fortheterm2010-11. 0 | Name & address of the office gilzeitnrate of Purchase, BPDB, WAPDA Building (9th Floor), Mofijheel C/A,
The election took place at Selling _tender _document Directorats of Purchass. BPDE. WAPDA Bullding (9t Floor), Motijheel CIA,
the body's eighth annual éErincigaI} Dhaka. _
general meeting in Dhaka _Lnﬁal‘ilgﬂ tender document | Notapplicable.

recently, according to a press
statement.

Receiving tender document

Dhaka.

Directorate of Purchase, BPDB, WAPDA Building (9th Floor), Mofijheel CIA,

The election also

Opening tender document

Dhaka.

Directorate of Purchase, BPDB, WAPDA Building (9th Floor), Maotijheel C/A,

declared Noor Mohammad, 1

country HR manager of
Nokia Siemens Networks

Place/date/time of pre-tender
meeting (optional

INFORMATION FOR TENDERER

NIA.

Bangladesh Ltd, as vice 53
president, and Asif Zaman,
HR director of Huawei

Eliaibility of tenderer

Brief description of goods or
works

As per tender document.

& Metering

Design, Supply, Installation, Testing and Commissioning of Pressure Regulation

Station (RMS) for Sikalbaha 150 MW Peaking Power Plant,
Chittagong on Turnkey basis.

Technologies (Bangladesh)

4 | Brief description of related
services

N/A.

Ltd, as general secretary.

" Price of tender document

Tk 4,000F (four thousand) only in favour of Director, Purchase, BPDB, Dhaka.

Spain auto sales

Lot

soar 63pc ‘

AFP, Madrid

|dentification of ot Locationof | Tendersecurity | Completion time in
delivery amount in weeks/months
TkUSD

Design, Supply, Installation, Testing and | Sikalbaha BDT 8,40,000 or | Time for completion
Commissioning of Pressure Regulation & | 150 MW | USD 12,000.00 of commissioning
Metering Station (RMS) for Sikalbaha | Peaking within 180 days from
150MW Peaking Power Plant, Chittagong | Power Plant, the dake of LIC
on Turnkey basis Chittagon opening

Name of official inviting tender

Abu Reza Md Salahuddin.

New car sales soared by a 78
record 63.1 percent in Spain
in March from the same

Designation of official inviting
tender

Director, Directorate of Purchase, BPDB, Dhaka.

ITY DETAILS

29 | Address of official inviting tender

month last year on the back | 33

Contact details of official inviing

WAPDA Building (9th Floor), Motijheel C/A, Dhaka.
Tel: +88 02 9550532, 7120089, Fax: +88 02 7126151

of a government incentive 39
programime.

A total of 124,756 new cars
were registered during the

Special instruction

the tenderer.

Any tender received by the purchaser after the deadline for submission of
tenders shall be declared late, will be rejected, and returned unopened to

The purchaser reserves the right to accept any tender to annul the tender
process or to reject any or all tenders at any time prior to contract award.

month, up from 76,501 in | | 32

Tender document can be downloaded for observation only from BPDB's Website No: www.bpdb.gov.bd

March 2009 and from 124,302 | |33

This tender will be performed according to " 1he Public Procurement Rules-2008."

in March 2008, the Spanish car
manufacturers’ association
ANFACsaid in astatement.

Biddyut/Jana-1342(4)/1/4/10
GD-1613

Abu Reza Md Salahuddin
Director
Directorate of Purchase
BPDB, Dhaka




