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75 countries set
carbon emission
targets for 2020

AFP, Paris

Seventy-five countries
accounting for more than 80
percent of greenhouse gases
from energy use have filed
pledges to cut or limit carbon
emissions by 2020, the UN
climate convention said yes-
terday.

The promises, made under
the Copenhagen Accord, are
only a step towards wider
action to tackle global warm-
ing, the UN Framework
Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) said in its
official report on December's
world climate summit.

Atotal of 111 countries plus
the European Union (EU)
"have indicated their support
for the Accord,” the UNFCCC
said.

Cobbled together in the
summit's crisis-ridden final
hours, the Copenhagen
Accord sets the goal of limiting
warming to two degrees
Celsius (3.6 Fahrenheit),
gathering rich and poor coun-
tries in action against carbon
pollution that causes the
problem.

It also promises 30 billion
dollars for climate-vulnerable
poor countries in the three
years to 2012, and up to 100
billion dollars annually by
2020.

Supporters point out it is
the first accord to include
advanced and emerging econ-
omies in specified emissions
curbs.

Critics retort that it has no
deadline for reaching the
warming target, has no
roadmap forreachingitandits
pledges are only voluntary.

The UNFCCC's report on
Wednesday confirms that
major emitters, including
China, India and Brazil, have
given the Accord their political
blessing.

After more than two
months of foot-dragging, the
emerging giants separately
aligned themselves with the
document in early March.

UNFCCC Executive
Secretary Yvo de Boer said the
promises were significant but
not the final answer.

"It is clear that while the
pledges on the table are an
important step towards the
objective of limiting growth of
emissions, they will not in
themselves suffice to limit
warming to below 2 C (3.6 F),"
he said.

"The climate conference at
the end of this year in Mexico

Nurunnabi
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following a Supreme Court
verdict.

Awami League candidate
Maj (retd) Jasim Uddin was
elected from this constituency
in the last parliamentary
election.

Power, gas crises
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Power crisis cannot be solved

overnight as installation of
power plants requires time,
the premier said.

She urged people not to
waste electricity.

Some gas fields were dis-
covered during the tenure of
the previous AL government.
But successive governments
keptthem untapped. Itledtoa
gas crisis that continues to
affect operation of power
plants, she said.

"We managed to bring
down the prices of food items
despite the global financial
meltdown and food crisis,”
Hasina said.

The rice price has now
dropped to Tk 23 a kg, which
was Tk 45 during the previous
government's tenure, the
prime minister said.

Hasina said the govern-
ment wants to have 10,000
computer programimers every
year to meet the needs of the
IT sector. It plans to introduce
computer education at pri-
mary and secondary levels to
achieve the target.

The government has
moved to launch satellites to
have a fast telecommunica-
tion system. Besides, neces-
sary infrastructures are being
built at the Gazipur Hi-Tech
Park over avast area.

The project to build a
Computer Village in the city's
Mahakhali will also be revived,
she said.

The premier mentioned
some mega projects including
installation of E-centres in
every upazila, bringing all
unions under fibre optic
network and setting up of E-
centres in 8,500 post offices.

The government also set up
computer labs in 128 upazilas
and the rest will have such labs
soon, she added.

therefore needs to put in place
effective cooperative mecha-
nisms capable of bringing
about significant acceleration
of national, regional and
international action both to
limit the growth of emissions
and to prepare for the inevita-
ble impacts of climate
change."

The December 7-19 confab
drew attendance from 120
heads of state or government,
the highest for any climate
meeting.

It was initially touted as the
culmination of a two-year
negotiation process towards a
global pact from tackling
climate change beyond 2012,
when the Kyoto Protocol's
current provisions expire.

But delaying tactics and
textual warfare, reflecting
entrenched national interests
and concern over the cost of
switching out of carbon-
intensive fuels, drove the
summit to near-collapse.

In the end, heads of around
two dozen countries, led by
the major emitters, huddled
together to produce the
Accord.

The first official talks under
the 194-nation UNFCCC will
take place in Bonn, western
Germany, from April9-11.

Negotiators will be tasked
with breathing life into the
Copenhagen deal and seeing
how it integrates with the
labyrinthine two-track
UNFCCC process.

Greenhouse gases are
mainly carbon dioxide from
burning coal, oil and gas as
well as methane from forest
loss and agriculture.

They are blamed for trap-
ping the Sun's heat in the
atmosphere, instead of letting
it radiate safely back into
space.

The warming is changing
the delicate ballet of Earth's
climate system -- and by
century's end, many millions
could be afflicted by drought,
floods, rising seas and severe
storms, experts fear.

To achieve the 2C (3.6 F)

goal by 2100, rich countries
would have to cut their emis-
sions by 25-40 percent by 2020
over 1990 levels, while devel-
oping countries would have to
brake their emissions by 15-30
percent below forecast trends.

Cox's Bazar
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They also looted cement and

rods from the madrasa com-
pound.

14 police personnel includ-
ing Additional Police Super
Nure Alam Mian and Assistant
Police Super Sarwar Alam were
injured during the attack.

Madrasa Principal Maulana
Farid Ahmed Chowdhury
alleged that the attack was
launched at the instigation of
some leaders of Jamaat-e-
Islami.

About 300 peopleled bylocal

criminals Abdus Sattar,
Jahangir, Gobinda Sharma and

Rahmat Ullah launched the
attack, said the principal.

He said some leaders of
Jamaat-e-Islami are whipping
up the propaganda that the
madrasa dormitory for girl
students was constructed by
grabbing the land of the grave-

A general diary was lodged
Tuesday night with the Cox's
Bazar Sadar Police Station in
connectionwith the attack.

India firms
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government has no objection
to the draft, Dhaka will convey
New Delhi its consent to the
agreement.

Meanwhile, the Indian
prime minister had
announced in the joint com-
muniqué the credit of $ 1
billion for a range of projects
including those for railway
infrastructure, supply of
locomotives and passenger
coaches, rehabilitation of
Syedpur railway workshop,
procurement of buses and
river dredging.

The joint communiqué
issued at the end of Hasina's
visit to India also contained
commitments concerning
transit facilities, power import
from India and various pro-
jects onregional cooperation.

The prime minister's
financial affairs adviser Dr
Mashiur Rahman has been
given the responsibility of
implementation of the com-
mitments.

Mashiur held meetings
with representatives of differ-
ent ministries and depart-
ments concerned yesterday,
and will also have meetings
today to discuss the progress
in this regard.

Earlier on March 16,
Mashiur sent letters to all the
secretaries urging them to
take necessary steps.

JS session
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on the bills in parliament today
recommending that those be
passed, officials at the
Parliament Secretariat said.
The government placed the
bills in parliament on March
22 to increase salaries and
allowances of the high-ups by
as much as 83 percent to keep
them consistent with the
hiked pay of civil servants. The
bills were sent to the parlia-
mentary body for scrutiny.
The House will pass the bill
during the current session,
which will continue till April 6.
Once passed, hiked salaries
would be effective from July 1,
2009, while the allowances
would come into effect from
July 1 this year, according to
the provisions of the bills.

Jamaat targets
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the capital yesterday
announced the agitation
programme that will include
protest rallies across the coun-
tryonthe5th, 11th, and the 18th
of this month. He urged all like
minded organisations and
individuals to join Jamaat in the
protests.

The country has been going
through severe electricity, gas,
and water supply crises for over
amonthnow.

Jamaat opposed the birth of
Bangladesh, and labelled the
country's freedom fighters as
betrayers, and the enemy of
Islam in 1971, many of its lead-
ers' direct involvement in war
crimes and crimes against
humanity during the period is
also public knowledge, with
documentation by many local
and international media.

But Mojaheed vyesterday
rejected outright all allegations
of war crimes against his party
colleagues, and himself.

"No Jamaat leader was
involved in war crimes. So there
is no legal and moral scope for
identifying them as so-called
war criminals,” Mojaheed
claimed.

On the government's move
to try war criminals, Mojaheed
said, "The so-called issue of war
crimes trial is a settled matter.
The fact is that the government
wants to strike at Jamaat-e-
Islami and other Islamic move-
ments through creating amock-
ery in the name of trying war
criminals."

He also said there was not a
single Jamaat leader on the list
of 752 people who were con-
victed under Bangladesh
Collaborators (Special
Tribunals) Order 1972.

But when reporters pointed
out that Jamaat's present Senior
Nayebe Ameer Abul Kalam
Mohammad Yousuf, former
acting ameer Abbas Ali Khan,
and another Jamaat man
Khaleque Mojumder were
sentenced tolife in prison under
the collaborators act, Mojaheed
replied that the first two were
convicted as they were mem-
bers of the government cabinet
back then, while Mojumder was
a Jammat member alright, but
ofalowerlevel.

He also claimed although a
lower court convicted
Mojumder, a higher court
acquitted him, proving that he
wasnot guilty.

PM receives
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leadership to lead Bangladesh

to a technology-based society,
said Leong.

The president of ASOCIO
underlined Hasina's role in
developing the country's ICT
sector, introducing a number
of mobile operators and plan-
ning for building digital
Bangladesh by 2021.

The other recipients of the
award in previous years were
the former prime ministers --
Mahathir Mohamad of
Malaysia, Thaksin Shinawatra
of Thailand and Phan Van Khai
ofVietnam.

In her immediate reaction,
the prime minister thanked
ASOCIO and dedicated the
award to the young generation
of Bangladesh.

Hasina said under the
'Digital Bangladesh' roadmap,
her government would link
1,000 unions through fibre
optic cable by next one year.

Denmark
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conditions for economic
growth in Dhaka.

Speaking at the ceremony,
Bijon Kumar Baishya said the
project is expected to increase
the supply of drinking water to
large parts of the capital.

"The Danish assistance will
contribute significantly to the
necessary improvements of
the critical water supply situa-
tion in Dhaka," said Jan Moller
Hansen, Charge d'Affaires of
Embassyof Denmark.

"We also encourage the
national environment author-
ities to ensure effective moni-
toring and control of
wastewater discharge from
industries and domestic
households to the riversin and
around Dhaka, which is nec-
essary for ensuring quality raw
water,” he added.

AL lawmakers
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Dhaka 11 constituency law-
maker Asaduzzaman Khan
Kamal said there had been
hardly any water supply to
houses in Maghbazar area
including his house for the last
three days.

Sanjida Khanom, lawmaker
from Dhaka-4 constituency,
said the ministrymust do some-
thing immediately otherwise
there will be an outburst of
public anger.

llias Uddin Mollah, law-
maker from Dhaka- 16 constitu-
ency, said, “People don'twant to
know whether the water level is
going down. They want only
water.”

Nasim Osman, Jativa Party
lawmaker from Narayanganj-5
constituency, said the opposi-
tion and other anti-government
elements might sabotage the
Wasa cashing in on the situa-
tion.

Lawmakers of Dhaka-5, 7, 14
and 15 constituencies Habibur
Rahman Mollah, Mostafa Jalal
Mohiuddin, Aslamul Haque
Aslam and Kamal Ahmed
Majumder, among others,
spoke.

Senior Wasa officials were
present at the meeting.

The LGRD minister said the
government is fully aware of the
situation but it cannot do much
now as the supply of water
cannot cope with the demand
of an increasing number of city

dwellers.

Ashraf suggested that the
industries in the capital should
collect water on their own
initiatives instead of usingWasa
water.

He acknowledged that the
government had failed to sup-
ply uninterrupted water due to
electricity shortage.

The minister assured they
would set up a number of water
plants in the capital very soon to
permanently solve the water
problems.

Currently Wasa produces
185 to 190 crore litres of water a
day, whereas the demand goes
up to 220 crore litres during the
dryseason.

Ashraf claimed that addi-
tionally around 12 crore litres of
water has been made available
thisyear.

Meanwhile, the parliamen-
tary standing committee on
information ministry at a meet-
ing yesterday suggested that
Bangladesh Television and
Betar, private television and
radio channels and newspapers
launch public awareness
programmes including talk
shows to stop misuse of water,
gas and electricity.

Standing Committee
Chairman Obaidul Quader
presided over the meeting.

Information Minister Abul
Kalam Azad and other mem-
bers of the committee attended
it.

River bridges
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of water flow,"” said Shipping

Minister Shahjahan Khan,
also the chair of the
taskforce, in a briefing after
its meeting yesterday.

"The Dhaur Bridge at
Ashulia on the Turag is only
three feet higher than the
water level and it is obstruct-
ing all river transport,” he
said.

In the future if a govern-
ment organ wants to build a
bridge, they would have to
get clearance from the
Bangladesh Inland Water
Transport Authority
(BIWTA), the minister said.

"If they do not knock
down the bridges and rebuild
them accordingly, we will
request the prime minister to
stepin,” he said.

The sixth taskforce meet-
ing, since its reconstitution,
was held at the auditorium of
the shipping ministry yester-
day. Law Minister Shafique
Ahmed, Water Minister
Ramesh Chandra Sen, Land
Minister Rezaul Karim Hira,
State Minister for
Environment and Forest
Hasan Mahmud, lawmakers
Nasim Osman, Mostafa Zalal
Mohiuddin, Aslam Khan,
Begum Sanzida and officials
concerned and environmen-
talists of the country
attended the meeting.

In the briefing after the
meeting, Shahjahan Khan
said the taskforce decided to

start by April 30 the work for
demarcating riverbanks in
four districts--Dhaka,
Narayanganj, Munshiganj
and Gazipur.

"We are yet to float the
tender for concrete pillars
required for the job," he said.
A massive eviction drive will
be conducted during the
time of riverbank demarca-
tion, he said.

"As soon as we evict them,
the encroachers return
again,” he said. The taskforce
subcommittee to conduct a
l15-day-long awareness
campaign among people
about river pollution and
encroachment would make a
budget for their campaign,
he added.

The meeting was told that
a total of 1,11,265 square
metres of waste was
extracted from the
Buriganga riverbed between
January 6 and March 27.

The taskforce also formed
another subcommittee for
finding a way to stop river
pollutions at the source.
"Simply cleaning would not
yield any results if we con-
tinue to pollute the river," he
said.

Asked when the BIWTA
will stop filling up rivers to
make commercial sheds and
jetties, the minister said he
was not aware that BIWTA
itself fills up rivers. He said
he would look into the mat-
ter.

Slaves of balloon
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it's washed away. It will cause

infection and inflammation
in the lungs. It might cause
chemical pneumonia and
recurrent coughing,” says
Prof SM Shahnawaz Bin
Tabib, paediatrics and exec-
utive director of ICMH.

"One day in future antibi-
otics will not work for them if
these kids remain exposed to
this hazardous job for a long
time," he adds.

At least five to six children
usually work at each factory
regularly and the number
increases based on orders.
Three to four adults, who get
Tk 4,000 per month, work at
the factory for making chem-
ical solution and supervising
the children's work.

The job at the balloon
factory includes melting
rubber, dipping balloons in
acid solution, unwinding
balloons from its case and
colouring those.

When this correspondent
visited the factory it was the
time for unwinding the
balloons, which have been
produced. Another factory
stands just several hundred
yards away from the one
where Ayub works. In that
factory children were colour-
ing the balloons spraying
manually with a simple
handmade spray stick.

In every spray some
colours spill on their bare
limbs and clothes.
Sometimes colouring the
balloons turns out to be a
game for them when they
spray colours on themselves
out of fun.

"It is very much danger-
ous if the colour goes inside
their body. If they continue
working for a long time, they

might suffer from cancer as
this chemical causes the
disease. If the children
remain exposed to the chem-
icals for long, it might cause
leukaemia. It might cause
allergic diseases and respira-
tory problem in the long
run,” adds SM Shahnawaz.

"Colouring pigments are
carcinogenic and cancer
promoter. Any kind of expo-
sure to the colouring pig-
ments -- be it direct or
through inhale -- can allow it
to penetrate inside the
body," comments Prof
Nilufar Nahar, Department
of Chemistry, Dhaka
University.

"Ayub often complains
about pain in his eyes, chest
and neck. He often returns
home as if his eyes were
bleeding. He also suffers
from fever often. And some-
times he suffers from all of
them at the same time," says
Ayub's mother Fuljan.

"Sometimes Ayub cannot
attend his work even for a
week due to illness,” his
father Nurunnabi adds.

The balloon factories also
use a solution of acid and
rubber as raw materials that
keep the surrounding envi-
ronment filled with a stench
round the clock. The owners
claim the powder they use is
talcum powder and not
injurious to health.

"We need to find out what
solution they are using in the
factory. Whatever, the matter
is that any chemical works as
a stimulator for cancer,”
observes Prof Nilufar Nahar.

"The colouring pigments
go inside the body through
the skin and the pigments
are inevitable to cause can-
cer,” she adds.

Diarrhoea
situation
worsens

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Diarrhoea situation in the city
has deteriorated further as 110
more patients were admitted to
the International Centre for
Diarrhoeal Diseases and
Research, Bangladesh in 24
hourstill yesterday evening.

The number of patient at
ICDDR,B rose to 733 yesterday;,
whichwas 623 onTuesday.

Most of the patients are from
city's Mirpur, Rampura, Badda,
Khilkhet, Jatrabari and Demra
areas where the acute crisis of
wateris prevailing.

ICDDR,B experts said pol-
luted water triggers the diar-
rhoea situation. They suggested
that people should drink boiled
waterand avoid stale foods.

"The roadside foods espe-
cially the juices should be
avoided as these are not pre-
pared with boiled water," said
Dr Shahadat Hossain, scientist
and head of the Longer Stay
Unitof ICDDR,B.

Rab seizes

unregistered
SIM cards

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Rapid Action Battalion person-
nel recovered around 3,500
unregistered SIM cards and
arrested five people at a mobile
phone store at Motaleb Plaza in
the capital's Paribagh yesterday
evening.

Squadron Leader Khalid
Shams of Rab-3 told The Daily
Star that in a three-hour drive
they recovered 3,475 SIM cards
of different mobile phone
operators from Chameli
Telecom and arrested three
owners and two employees of
theshop.

The arrestees told Rab that
the distributors of mobile
phone service providers deliv-
ered the SIM cards but did not
provide them with necessary
documents.

Khalid claimed the SIM
cards become activated on
insertion into mobile phone
sets and those did not require
recharging of the pre-paid
accounts. Usually, for activation
of a SIM card, a certain amount
of money has to be transferred
toits account, he claimed.

4 dead in
Washington
'drive-by'
shooting

AFP, Washington

Four people were killed and six
others wounded in the US
capital late Tuesday in a shoot-
ing in one of the city's poor
southeast neighbourhoods, US
media reported.

The toll rose overnight as a
fourth victim was reported dead
early Wednesday, according to
local Fox 5 news, citing police
SOLUICes.

According to witness
accounts, the "drive-by" shoot-
ing, one of the capital's worst
bouts of gun violence in 15
years, turned a Washington
streetinto awarzone.

A gunman was "spraying
(bullets) into a crowd"” gathered
outside an apartment block,
Police Chief Cathy Lanier was
quoted as saying in the
Washington Post.

"All [ saw was bodies drop-
ping,” awitness told the daily. "It
waslikeVietnam."

Police said an AK47 assault
weapon was used in the attack,
and it was thrown from a fleeing
car as suspects led authorities
on a chase through the city and
over the Maryland state line,
said Fox 5 news.

Lanier later said three people
were in custody after the shoot-
ing but no charges had been
filed, according to the Post
report, adding that four police
officers had been injured in the
subsequent car chase.

Stabbing
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me over to police after what I
had done to them. At one stage [
panicked and started stabbing
them to make my safe exit,"
Ashrafsaid.

He said he came home from
Canada on vacation. He went
there for higher studies a few
months ago.

He tried to realise the ran-
som, as he wanted to impress
his "girlfriend” Ishika's family
so that they would give consent
to their marriage, he said.

Assistant Commissioner SM
Rafiqul Islam said following the
incident Ashraf climbed down
by a pipe from the roof of the
four-storey building and went
into hiding at one of his rela-
tives' house in Mirpur. He later
moved to Gazipur and then to
Palash upazila in Narsingdi.

Police finally arrested him at
his relative's house in Dhalpur
village of Kaliganj in Gazipur
Tuesday, he added.

668 jawans
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them arrested in the mutiny
case.

After the court proceedings
yesterday, BDR Dhaka Sector
Commander Col Aziz Ahmed
told journalists that majority
of the BDR personnel of 24
Rifle Battalion were involved
in the mutiny under the lead-
ership of their JCO (Junior
Commanding Officer)
Subedar Major Gofran.

Aziz declined to mention
the names of identified killers
among the 668 accused. But
he said some of them killed the
commanding officer of their
battalion Lt Col Lutfar
Rahman, Intelligence Officer
Maj Md Mominur Rahman,
DADMS of BDR headquarters
Maj Mamun.

Besides, some others
including a subedar major
took part in the killings inside
the Darbar Hall, where the
BDR Court-5is housed.

A total of 74 persons
including 57 army officers
were killed in the bloody
mutiny on February 25-26 last
year.

The complainant in the
case filed yesterday alleged
that the mutineers had left the
Darbar Hall as part of a plot,
defying orders from the then
director general of BDR Maj
Gen Shakil Ahmed, who was
killed in the mutiny.

Many of the alleged muti-
neers of 24 Rifle Battalion
directly participated in the
mutiny, many of them helped
the mutineers execute their
plot, while many others just
looked on as killings, burning
and looting took place.

The alleged mutineers had
taken away arms and ammu-
nition from the BDR armoury
without permission from their
authorities, which was totally
illegal, said the complainant.

Before yesterday's trial, the
BDR Special Court-5 took up
two other cases.

A case of BDR Dhaka Sector
Headquarters and a case of 36
Rifle battalion were placed
before the court. Hearing on

Dockworkers
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Chairman Commodore RU
Ahmed to realise their
demands after the
programme.

In the memorandum, they
sought PM's intervention for
reinstatement of jobs and
ensuring welfare and other
facilities to the workers as per
the minutes of the inter-
ministerial meeting held with
the federation leaders in
Dhaka on October 26 last year,
said Golam Mohammad,
president of the federation.

Their demands include
reinstatement of workers
affected by the reform
programme during the tenure
ofthe caretaker government.

They also demanded re-
opening of labour department
under CPA to give workers
bookings in rotation through a
booking centre and re-
introduction of different
welfare facilities for them.

CPA Secretary Syed
Farhaduddin Ahmed con-
firmed submission of the
memorandum by the federa-
tion through CPA chairman.

However, the sit-in did not
hamper cargo handling inside
the port, said the federation
leaders and CPA officials.

Earlier on Sunday, the
workers observed an eight-
hour work abstention for the
same demands.

Tornado
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strong wind blew away corru-

gated iron sheets from the
rooftops, said affected villagers.

Vast tracts of orchards at
different hilly areas in the dis-
trict were also destroyed,
sources said.

Mithur Mukhi Chakma, 46,
wife of late Barun Bikash
Chakma of Kajatuli village in
Sajek uniondied onthe spotasa
tree fell on her house.

Mithur's daughter in-law
Shanti Ranjan Chakma, 26, and
Mukta Bikash Chakma, 7, son of
Rango Chakma of the same
village were also injured criti-
cally in the incident. They were
admitted to upazila health
complex.

The names of the other
injured could not be known
immediately:.

“As far as [ know, a woman
died and at least 50 people were
injured as a tornado swept over
many villages last night. Over
150 houses were destroyed
completely,” Sudarshan
Chakma, chairman of
Baghaichhari upazila, told The
Daily Star yesterday.

“Affected villagers told me
over phone that the tornado hit
several villages,” he said adding
that many orchards were dam-
aged.

“We sent a police team to the
affected areas to assess the
damage done by the storm.
Necessary steps will be taken on
the basis of the report,” said
Sourendra Nath Chakrabarty;,
deputy commissioner of
Rangamati.

charge framing in both the
casesisyettobeheld.

The number of accused in
yesterday's case is the highest
in any single case for BDR
mutiny.

Deputy Attorney General
Md Sohrawardi represented
the attorney general in yester-
day's court proceedings.
Besides, Lt Col Md Shamsur
Rahman was the prosecutor in
the case.

Special prosecutors
Mosharraf Hosain Kajol,
Monzur Mohammad,
Shahnewaz Tipu and Monjur-
e Alam were also present in the
court.

Switzerland
says legal
immunity
protects
Zardari

AP, Islamabad

Swiss authorities said yester-
day they could not reopen a
money-laundering case
against the Pakistani president
aslongas he enjoys legal immu-
nity; a welcome answer for the
Islamabad government after
the Supreme Court forced it to
request the casebe resumed.

The Swiss decision marked
the latest development in a
months long struggle between
the government and the court
since the latter revoked an
amnesty that protected
President Asif Ali Zardari and
thousands of other politicians,
bureaucrats and party workers
from corruption charges.

Washington has watched
the dispute with concern that it
could distract Pakistan from its
fight against Taliban and al-
Qaeda militants, some of
whom stage cross-border
attacks against US and Nato
troopsin Afghanistan.

The court stepped up its
pressure on the government in
recent days, threatening the
head of the anti-corruption
agency with prison if he didn't
reopen all the cases that had
been covered by the amnesty
by Wednesday, including one
against Zardari in Switzerland.

The government had
dragged its feet, arguing
Zardari enjoyed immunity as
president. But it succumbed to
court pressure and sent a letter
to Swiss authorities asking they
reopen the case, government
lawyer Abid Zuberi said
Wednesday.

Geneva prosecutor Daniel
Zappelli told The Associated
Press that he has yet to receive
the Pakistanirequest.

But he said he can't reopen
the case against Zardari, who
was elected president in 2008
after years of battling corrup-
tion allegations, because he
enjoys "absolute immunity” as
a head of state.

Mojaheed

FROM PAGE 1

He however said during the
war he acted according to the
ideals of Islami Chhatra
Sangha, the erstwhile student
wing of Jamaat-e-Islami that
sided with Pakistani invading
forces, and opposed the birth
of Bangladesh.

The Jamaat leader, who is
also widely known as an active
participant in crimes against
humanity during the 1971 war,
made the statement during a
media briefing at the party's
headquarter in the capital's
Boro Moghbazar yesterday.

"I was a student during the
liberation war, and was
engaged in educational and
other organisational activities.
ButIwas never involved in war
crimes," Mojaheed said.

"I am 60 now, and till this
day I never even slapped
anyone,” he added.

When reporters pointed
out that reports published in
Jamaat's mouthpiece the
Daily Sangram, and the gov-
ernment intelligence reports
about him and some other top
Jamaat leaders during the war
shows that they were involved
with the Razakars and Al-
Badrs, the auxiliary forces of
the invading Pakistani army,
Mojaheed replied that those
reports are false and baseless.

"You cannot use newspa-
per reports as evidence.
Reporters make things up,”
Mojaheed claimed.

VoIP
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business as soon as possible.

He said legal VoIP business
will generate employments
and earn the country huge
reventies.

Replying to a question, he
warned of dire consequences
to those who have brought
allegations of illegal VoIP busi-
ness against the prime minis-
ter's son SajeebWazed Joy.

"It is their duty to prove the
allegations against Joy and
they should also know there
will be dire consequences if
they fail to do so,"” Inu said.



