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PRIMEBANK | 79 29 dollars per barrel. Brent North Sea crude for May delivery :
Azam J Chowdhury, chairman of Prime Bank Limited, speaks at the bank's 15th annual general meeting at Radisson Hotelin |  Data ghmfed Friday that | dipped to 79.05 dollars from 79.66 dollarsa dollars a bushel from 3.74 dollars the previ-
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ened amid a fragile recovery

AFP, New York below its January peaks, the other two Technologies opened for tradingonthe | fromrecession.
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nearly year and a half highs as theyface est level since late August 2008 and the bond rose to 3.710 percent from 3.682 | the October-December
next week's key economic reports and S&P500reached anOctober2008high.  the previous week and that on the 30- | period, the Commerce
the Federal Reserve's monetary policy The week was marked by indecision year bond dipped to 4.633 percent from | Department said, revising

meeting. in the absence of major economic 4.639percent. downward an earlier esti-

"We are in the process of testing our indicators to provide direction. Several key economic reports are on | mate of 5.9 percent growth
highs from mid-January on the S&P The main spark of interest came tapnextweek. in gross domestic product.
500," said Gina Martin of Wells Fargo from merger and acquisition activities. The ailing housing sector gets new The slower growth
Securities. Among the merger news was life readsonTuesdaywithbuilding permits | stemmed from downward

The Dow Jones Industrial Average insurance giant MetLife's deal andhousingstartsnumbers. revisions to business invest-
rose a modest 0.55 percent over the Monday to buy a unit of American Inflation data follows, with whole- | ment, inventories, and
week to close at 10,624.69. International Group in a 15.5-billion- sale prices on Wednesday and con- | consumer spending, the

The technology-rich Nasdag com- dollartransaction. sumer prices on Thursday. departmentsaid.
posite gained 1.77 percent to 2,367.66. On Friday, fertilizer producer Terra And on Thursday, the weekly initial Analysts had expected : -

And the broad-market Standard & Industriessealed a4.7-billion-dollar agree- unemployment claims report gives an | the world's largest economy e
Poor's 500 index advanced 0.99 percent menttobeacquiredbyCFIndustries. up-to-date snapshot of the embattled | to grow at 5.9 percent in the | Abu Nasser Muhammad Abduz Zaher, chairman of Islami Bank Bangladesh Limited, attends a
to1,149.99. In another sign of reviving market labor market, where unemployment is | final quarter from 2.2 per- | meeting of the bank's board of directors that recommended 10 percent cash dividend and 20

While the blue-chip Dow remained dynamism, sensors specialist Sensata hovering at double digits. cent in the third quarter. percent stock dividend for 2009, at Islami Bank Tower in Dhaka on Tuesday.
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