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Drone attack issue to 2¢aamy
be discussed: Pakistan &

Giving drones would change US image

ANI, AFP, Lahore/ Washington

United States would improve its public stand-

Pakistan's Interior Minister Rehman Malik has
reiterated that the UUS drone attacks in the
lawless tribal areas along the Afghanistan
border are being carried out without
Islamabad's consent and the issue would be
raised with Washington during bilateral discus-

sions.

Talking to media persons outside the Lahore
High Court, where he had appeared in connec-

tion with an accountability
Malik claimed the US has assured Pakistan to

provide it drone technology.

Responding to a question on the recent
series of blasts in Lahore, Malik said: "No one
should accuse foreigners for such incidents

without evidence.”

Malik said that the probe into the incident
was underway and a report would come out

soon, The Daily Times reports.

ingifitletIslamabad spearhead drone attacks.

Mehmood Qureshi, in Washington for high-
level talks, acknowledged in a CNN interview
that drone attacks by US forces against Islamic
extremists on Pakistani soil have "taken out
some valuable targets.”

But he said: "The issue of sovereignty is
there. People of Pakistan feel stronglyaboutit.”

A fire ripped through one of
the Indian army's largest
ammunition depots yester-
day, destroying 150 tonnes of
explosives and ammunition,
military sources said.
Military spokesman
Mahesh Upasani said the blaze
broke out at the Panagarh army
base 120 kilometres (75 miles)
west of Kolkata at 1:30 am but
had since been brought under

court's conviction,

"We want the ownership. We make the deci-
sion when to operate,” he said. "It will help
improve the feelings in Pakistan.”

Asked if the United States had agreed to his
request, he said: "Idon’tthink so.”

The United States has carried out nearly 100
attacks with unmanned drones in Pakistan
since August 2008, killing more than 830 peo-
ple. Figures range widely on how many civilians
have been killed.

US authorities have given Pakistan surveil-
lance drones but have hesitated at giving them

control.

People living in the area
reported hearing a series of
huge explosions that went on
for more than an hour.

"It was an incredible
sound," Kashinath Chatterjee,
who lives in Bud Bud wvillage
nearby, told AFP by telephone.
"Panicked villagers came out
of their homes and stood on

Meanwhile, Foreign Minister Shah lethal drones, which are run remotely by | thehighway."
Mehmood Qureshi said Thursday that the Americans.
KASHMIR TALKS
Mixed reaction
Indian border evoked on
guards escort i :
released Pakistan's offer
Pakistani nation- ANI, Srinagar
als before their |
handover to The Pakistani Government's
Pakistani offi- invitation to some Hurriyat

cials at the
Pakistan-India
crossing point in

Conference leaders to come for
talks to resolve the Kashmir

issue has evoked a mixed reac-
tionin Jammuand Kashmir.

Wagah yester- Abdul Gani Bhat, a senior
day. India Hurriyat leader, played down
released 17 the invite asserting that a
Pakistani prison- resolution of the Kashmir
issue would come only

ers, who were through talks.
arrested on "If you ask me, I am very
allegations of interested that people
overstaying and (Kashmiri leaders) should go

misplacing their
visas, as a good-
will gesture.
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there (Pakistan) and talk.
People should come here and
talk. They should talk here and
go there, so that the process of
dialogue can begin and a
solution emerges,” said Bhat.
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Memo No. Pur-109/EREUDP/Raj/2010/2145 Dated: 24/03/2010

Cancellation of Tender Notice

The tender invited by the office of the undersigned vide
this office Tender Enquiry No. Pur-109/EREUDP/Raj/2010
dt 22/02/2010 for procurement of different types of
conductors & PVC Copper Cable under Project Director,
Emergency Rehabilitation & Expansion of Urban Areas
Power Distribution System Project, BPDB, Rajshahi is
hereby cancelled due to some unavoidable circumstance.
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Director, Purchase
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more than 47,000 lives, according to an official count.

Japan pushes Myanmar
to hold free polls

AFP, Tokyo

Japanese Foreign Minister Katsuya Okada summoned yesterday
an ambassador from Myanmar to tell the military juntato hold a
free election including Aung San Suu Kyi.

Okada told ambassador Hla Myint that Japan "extremely

regretted” the junta's decision

to bar anyone serving a prison

term from being a member of an official party, in effect exclud-
ing Suu Kyi from what will be the first national pollsin 20 years.
"This clearly differs from a free election that all stakeholders

can participate, as Japan wishes,"

Okada told a press conference.

Okada said he will discuss the issue next week with fellow

foreign ministers at the Group

of Eight meeting in Canada,

including US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton.

NEWS ANALYSIS

Pakistan's nuke ambitions
give US leverage

AFP, Washington

Pakistan's hopes for civil
nuclear cooperation have
been a non-starter in
Washington, but experts say
the United States can use it as
a dangling carrot as it seeks
influence in Islamabad.

The two nations Thursday
wrapped up a first-of-a-kind
"strategic dialogue,” which
the United States hopes will
show Pakistan's widely anti-
American public that it cares

seeking help against Islamic
extremists.

US officials stayed carefully
on message, pledging respect
for Pakistan and never explic-
itly saying no to its requests --
a refusal that would have been
sure to steal the headlines.

Pakistan is seeking a civil-
lan nuclear deal along the
lines of a landmark agreement
that the United States struck
with India in 2008. The South
Asian rivals stunned the world
in 1998 by carrying out nuclear

The Baily Star

Kashmir's
tulip garden
open for
VISILOTS

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE,
Srinagar

Kashmir's tulip garden, where
the flowers are in full bloom,
was thrown open for visitors in
summer capital Srinagar, an
official said Thursday.

"The garden has become a
major attraction and an ideal
visiting spot for both tourists
and locals,' said Sheikh Farhan,

PHOTO: AFP
A Kashmiri gardener walks in a private tulip garden on the banks of Dal Lake in Srinagar on Friday.
Kashmir, known for its mountains, lakes, forests and moderate weather, was one of Asia's most
popular tourist destinations until an insurgency against Indian rule in 1989 which has claimed as chief minister of the state

in 2007.

assistant floriculture officer.

Kashmir was originally envis-
aged by Ghulam Nabi Azad,
the Union health minister who

The idea of a tulip garden in

BABRI MOSQUE DEMOLITION

Advani

back in

the dock

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA,
AFP, New Delhi

The demolition of Babri
mosque 12 years ago has
returned to haunt senior B]JP
leader L K Advani when a lady
Indian Police Service (IPS)
officer yesterday told a court
that he had given a provoca-
tive speech in Ayodhya,
moments before the demoli-
tion of the mosque.

"On December 6, 1992,
Advani gave a spirited speech
from Ram Katha Kunj dais,
barely 150-200 metres from the
disputed site which charged the
people”, IPS officer Anju Gupta
testified before the court.

"He repeatedly said the
temple would be constructed
at the same site,”, she said
during her two-hour state-
ment before Chief Judicial
Magistrate Gulab Singh in the
court in Rae Bareli in northern
Indian state of Uttar Pradesh.

Gupta, who was the per-
sonal security officer of Advani
in Ayodhya on December 6,
1992, appeared as a prosecu-
tion witness before a special

court in which JP leader
Advani, B Murli Manohar Joshi,
Uma Bharti and other Sangh
Parivar BJP leaders have been

accused of stirring violence
that had led to the demolition

ofthe mosque.

Advani, a former deputy
prime minister, was dis-
charged in the case in 2002
after the conspiracy charge

was dropped. But three years
later, the Lucknow bench of

Allahabad High Court restored
the charges against him for
intentionally "provoking
people into rioting and arson”
and "creating discord among
communities.”

The destruction of the 16th
century mosque by Hindu
fanatics in the northern town
of Ayodhya triggered some of
the worst Hindu-Muslim
violence since the partition of
the Indian sub-continent in
1947. Around 2,000 people
were killed in the communal
riots, which left an enormous
tear in India's secular fabric
and permanently tarnished
82-year-old Advani and fellow
figures from the Bharatiya

about the country beyond tests. Central Bureau of Investigation  Janata Party (BJP).
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| | Mimstry/Division Mnistry of Power, Energy & Minerul Resources/Power Division
2 Agency Dhaka Power Distribution Company Limited (DPDC).
3 | Procuring Entity Name Deputy General Manager (MI18), ICT Circle, Dhaka Power Distribution Company Limited.
4 | Procuring Entity District Dhaka.
5 | Inviation for Invitation of sealed bid for Supply, Installation & Commissioning of Laptop Computer, Brand
Compulter {Desktop), Dot Matrix Printer, UPS & Networking Swilch.
6 | Invitation Ref. No. DPDC/DGM{MIS)ICT Circle/2.02/20010/99
7 | Date 23-03-2010
Key Information
8 | Procuring Method Open Tendenng Method (Single Stage - Two Envelop).
Funding Information
9 | Budget & source of Funds DPIXC's own fund (Revenue Budget).
Particular Information:
10 | Tender Name Supply, Instaliation & Commissioning of Laptop Computer, Brand Computer { Desktop), Dot Matrix
Printer, UPS & Networking Swilch.
11 | Last Selling Date of Tender, with | Last Selling Date Bid Submission & Bid Bid Submission Bid Opening Time
Bid Submission and Bid Opening Opening Date Deadline
Date, Time 25-04-2010 26-04-2010 12.00 noon 12.30 pm
12 | Name & Address of the office for Selling Receiving & Opening
selling, receiving and openmg of | Deputy General Manager (MIS), ICT Circle, | Deputy General Manager (MIS), ICT Circle,
Tender Document DPDC, House # 47 (3", floor), Road # 135, | DPDC, House # 47 (3", floor), Road # 135,
Gulshan-1, Dhaka-1212, Gulshan-1, Dhaka-1212,
Phone No. 8817749, Phone No. 8817749,
Information for Tender:
13 | Eligibility of | a) The Tenderer should be authoriscd distributor/dealer of the offered goods (Computer, Printer, UPS, Swilch),
Tenderer b) The Tenderer shall have a mimmum of 03 (five) vears of overall experience in the supply of Computer, Printer
and related goods & services.
¢) The Tenderer shall have a minimum of 03 (three) years of specific experience in the supply of Computer,
Printer, UPS & Switch.
d) The mmimum supply value of Computer, Printer & related goods under a single contract in the last five years
is Tk. 4,00,000/- (Four Lac).
14 | Price of Tender Document for | Taka 500/- (Five hundred) only, non-refundable in the form of Pay order/Bank draft issued by any
each Lot (Taka) scheduled Bank of Bangladesh in favor of Deputy General Manager (MIS), ICT Circle, DPDC, Dhaka. ||
15 Item Tender Security Amount (Taka) Location of Delivery |
Supply, Installation & | Taka. 25,000/ (Twenty five thousand) only in the form of | Deputy General Manager (MIS), ICT
Commissioning of Laptop | Pay ordcr/Bank draft issucd by any scheduled Bank of | Circle, DPDC, House # 47
Computer, Brand Computer | Bangladesh in favor of Deputy General Manager (MIS), | (3™ floor), Road # 135, Gulshan-1,
(Deskiop), Dot Matrix Printer, UPS | ICT Circle, DPDC, Dhaka. Dhaka-1212, Phone No. 8817749,
& Networking Switch.
16 | Completion Time 30 (Thirty) days from the date of contract signing.
Procuring Entity Details:
17 | Name of official Inviting Tender Md. Rabiul Hasan. |
18§ | Designation of official Inviting Tender Deputy General Manager (MIS), ICT Circle, Dhaka Power Distribution Company Limited
(DPDC).
H| 19 | Address of official Inviting Tender House # 47 (3™. floor), Road # 135, Gulshan-1, Dhaka-1212.
j| 20 | Contact Details of official Inviting Tender | Phone No. 8817749
21 | The Procuring Entity reserves the right to accept or reject anv/all Tender (s) without assigning any reason whatsoever.
Deputy General Manager (MIS)
ICT Circle, DPDC, Dhaka.
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