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Festival "10

Organiser: Alliance
Francaise de Dhaka
Venue: Alliance
Francaise, 26, Mirpur
Road, Dhanmondi
Date: March 20-27
Time: 5pm onwards

Painting
Exhibition

Trilogy of 39"

Baridhara

Organiser: IUB Art Club
Title: Colour and Form-A

Independence Day
Venue: Art and Aesthetics
Gallery, 90, Park Road,

Date: March 24-April 14
Time: 9am-5pm

Swadhinota Festival at Shaheed Minar

Call for trial of war criminals

Dancers of Nataraj perform at the festival.

ZAHANGIR ALOM
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On the occasion of the 39th
Independence Day,
Shammilito Shangskritik Jote
(SS]) has begun a three-day
'Swadhinota (independence)
Festival' at Central Shaheed
Minar from March 24. One of
the organisers of Swadhin
Bangla Betar Kendra, Belal
Mohammad, formally inau-
gurated the festival.

Leading cultural personali-
ties attended and spoke on
the occasion, and a cultural

programme followed. Paying
tribute to the Father of the
Nation, Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, every speaker
demanded the trial of war
criminals.

The inaugural programme
was presided over by eminent
cultural personality and
President of S5] Nasiruddin
Yousuff. Among others, Presi-
dent of International Theatre
Institute (ITI) worldwide
Ramendu Majumdar; Secre-
tary General of Bangladesh
Group Theatre Federation
Jhuna Chowdhury; Vice Presi-
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dent of SS] Golam Kuddus;
one of the trustees of Libera-
tion War Museum Mofidul
Haque; President of Gano
Sangeet Shamannay Parishad
Fakir Alamgir; President of
Bangladesh Nritya Shilpi
Shangstha Laila Hasan; poet
Dr. Muhammd Samad and
organising secretary of the SS]
Selim SH Chowdhury spoke at
the programme,

"Freedom fighters and
cultural activists faced their
common enemy, Pakistani
army along with their local
collaborators, during the

war,” Ramendu Majumdar
said.
Apart from demanding trial

of war criminals, Golam
Kuddus warned of the anti-
Liberation War forces that are
still active. Fakir Alamgir
started his speech through one
of his songs -- "Ekti amar
ongikar, neijekonotulonatar.”
Mentioning the role of gano
sangeet during the war, Fakir
Alamgir further said, "March
is an eventful month for all
Bangladeshis: the historic
speech by Bangabandhu on
March 7, Bangabandhu's
birthday on March 17, decla-
ration of independence on
March26and soon."
Choreographed by Laila
Hasan, dance troupe Nataraj
performed "Kothaye Priyo
Swadhinota" at the event.
Shaptashur, Swabhumi,
Kendriyo Khelaghar Ashor and
Padatik Sangeet Shangshad
also performed at the
programme. Written and
directed by Kazi Rafique and
Wahidul Islam respectively
Padatik Natya Sangshad (TSC)
staged a play titled "Tribunal".
Apart from paying tribute
to the martyrs at Rajarbagh
Police Line Smriti Shoudha,
SS] held programmes for the
second day at Rabindra

Sarobar, Dhanmondi yester-
day. Today the festival will end

at Rabindra Sarobar.
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Filmmaker: Tanvir Mokammel

Film Screening
Films: Tajuddin Ahmed:
Nishongo Sarothi, Chitra
Nadir Parey Lal Shalu,
Lalon, Rabeya
Venue: Bangladesh Film
Centre Auditorium, 160,
Lake Circus, Kalabagan
Date: March 26

. Time: 10:30am-9:30pm

Solo Art Exhibition
Artist: Anukul
Mojumdar

Title: Tales of Dreams
Venue: Shilpangan Art
Gallery, H-26, R-3,
Dhanmondi

Date: March 19-April 3
Time: 12pm-8pm

The cultural aspect of independence
movement

In conversation with Dr. Sarwar Ali
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Dr. Sarwar Ali has been

ments gained momentum,

each year the turnout at the
Pahela Baishakh celebration

eW.
actively involved in virtually & "University students
all cultural movements during  ¢;rmed a cultural group called

the pre-Liberation War years.
A trustee of Liberation War

Museum and treasurer of
Chhayanaut, Dr. Ali
recounted the cultural aspect
of the independence move-
ment.

"Cultural activism in the
pre-Liberation era began with
the Language Movement.
Pakistan was created based on
religious identity. However,
Bengali Muslims soon real-
ised that they have a unique
linguistic and cultural iden-
tity," says Dr. Ali.

"In the '60s that self-
rediscovery resulted in cul-
tural activism. Cultural upris-
ing went parallel to the politi-
cal protests. A landmark was
the birth of Chhayanaut, one
of the leading cultural organi-
sations of the country, during
the Tagore birth centenary
celebrations. The celebrations
provided an initial impetus
for rallying around the poet as
a symbol of secular Bengali
cultural identity.

"In 1967 Pahela Baishakh
(Bangla New Year) was cele-
brated on a mass scale at
Ramna Park. Chhayanaut
arranged the event. ['ve been
with Chhayanaut ever since.

"As the nationalist move-

'Shangskriti Shangshad.
Many of the noted cultural
and media personalities of the
country have been members
ofthat group,” he says.

"On Ekushey (February 21),
discussions and processions
were held in the morning. The
evening session of the
programme at Shaheed Minar
featured performances by
renowned and young artistes
including Ajit Roy, Fahmida
Khatun, Zahedur Rahim and
Shaheen Samad. Altaf
Mahmud conducted two of
the programmes. Not only in
Dhaka, artistes performed in
other districts as well to gen-
erate awareness in the ongo-
ing cultural movement.

"The movement brought
everyone together when in
1967 the Pakistani informa-
tion minister banned the
performance of Rabindra
Sangeet from state-run radio.
On Tagore's death anniver-
sary leading artistes held a
programme disregarding the
ban. A 'Protirodh (resistance)
Committee’ was formed at
poet Jasimuddin's home," Dr.
Ali continues.

"Following the tornado in
1970 that devastated the
coastal areas, no aid came

Dr. Sarwar Ali

from West Pakistan. Under the
leadership of artist Quamrul
Hassan, a group of cultural
activists was formed. The

group, called 'Bikkhubdho
Shilpi Shomaj' raised funds
for the victims of the tornado.
"During the Liberation War,
the 'Bangladesh Shohayok
Shamiti' centre [on 144 Lenin
Shoroni, Calcutta] became
the hub of cultural activism.
Led by Dr. Sanjida Khatun, a

group of Bangladeshi artists --
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Mahmudur Rahman Benu,
Shaheen Samad, Naila Khan,
Lubna Mariam, Bipul
Bhattacharjee and Sharmin
Murshid, among others --
called 'Bangladesh Mukti
Shangrami Shilpi Shangstha'
travelled to the refugee camps
and war-zones in 1971," says
the veteran cultural activist.

Dr. Ali, however, could not
travel with that group, as he
was ftraining for combat in
Agartala [India].
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Swiss troupe Mummenschanz

performed at the International
Theatre Festival (organised by
Dhaka Padatik) on March 24. The

two-hour performance, titled
"Mummenschanz-3X11", was held
at National Theatre Hall,
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy.
The production is a retrospective
on 33 years of the troupe, which
was formed in the ‘70s, when
pantomime was becoming popular.
The troupe uses props, costumes,
changeable masks and employs
elements of mime, dance and
acting to connect with the

Belal Mohammad speaks at the inaugural programme. audience.
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