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Fracophonie

Festival "10
Organiser: Alliance
Francaise de Dhaka
Venue: Alliance
Francaise, 26, Mirpur
Road, Dhanmondi
Date: March 20-27
Time: 5pm onwards
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Int’l Theatre
Festival 2010

Organiser: Dhaka
Padatik

Venue: National
Theatre Hall, BSA
Date: March 19-25
Time: 7pm

Dhanmondi

s GChanchal Mahmood'’s solo exhibition after a decade ===

Familiar images, remarkable frames

A CORRESPONDENT
Eminent phntngrapher Chanchal
Mahmood's 18th solo exhibition,
titled "Hridaye Bangladesh”
opened on March 19 at Bengal
Gallery of Fine Arts. Media person-
ality Aly Zaker and artist Kanak
Chanpa Chakma were present at
the inauguration.

"This exhibition is our way of
celebrating the month of inde-
pendence,” said Subir Chowdhury,
director of Bengal Gallery.

The exhibition is supported by
BRAC Bank.

"Once we were in a village and
were trying to get rid of mud. The
mud was rather sticky and would-
n't come off. A village girl noticed
this and said that the soil of our
country has such love that it does
not let go. There is just something
about the country that is ingrained
in our souls,” said Syed Mahbubur
Rahman, Deputy Managing Direc-
tor of BRAC Bank.

"The reason I didn't have a solo
exhibition in the past 12 years is
because I just didn't have the time.
Along with my school, [ was preoc-
cupied with other obligations,”
said Chanchal Mahmood.

"I would say that this generation
of photographers is rather lucky.
Backin the day, we had to struggle a
lot to learn the technicalities of the
medium. Now there are courses
and degrees on photography. Tak-
ing photography as a career was
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Photographs by Chanchal Mahmood.

pursue photography as a career.
When one day, some reporters from
overseas were interviewing me, he
muttered that I was doing well," the
seasoned photographer added.

The works on display delineate
various facets of Bangladesh. There
is an intense sense of patriotism in
the images that is evident through
the portrayal of our national flag or
martyrs immortalised through
sculpture. A skull semi covered by

dom. A smiling girl in green and red
speaks of the hopes and dreams of
anindependent nation.

Mahmood's photographs do
not only speak of the Liberation
War, but also about the rather
subtle beauty of this country that is
often overlooked.

“I love the greenery manifested
in our nature,” said the photogra-
pher. It is a wonder how such finer
details that go unnoticed by most,

There are also photos of lone-
some travellers and birds that have
not yet spread their wings. There is
a similar feeling of emancipation in
both images.

Fashion photography is said to
be Chanchal Mahmood's forte.
Naturally this aspect was also
prevalent in his exhibition through
portraits of popular actors and
models.

There is an ode to flowers at the
exhibition as 'Kash Phool' sway
gently in the breeze, and orchids
bloom in magnificent colours. The
national flower water lily emerges
demurely radiant in a photo.

There is an amusing photo that

draws most of the viewers' atten-
tion: three children and a goat
behind them. It seems as if all,
including the goat had posed well,
and yet the image has spontaneity

written all over it.

Bangladesh, as a theme, has so
many aspects that it is hard to
imagine that all of these can be
covered with one exhibition.

"My teachers had always asked
me to put forward stories of success
before anything else. My work
reflects that philosophy,”
Mahmood.

The absence of the late photog-
rapher Dr Nawazesh Ahmed, who
was supposed to open the exhibi-
tion, was felt deeply. "He had been a
constant source of inspiration,”
said Mahmood.
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Solo Photography
Exhibition

Title: The Dockyard
Artiste: Yask Desai

Venue: Drik Gallery, H-
58, R-15A (New),

Date: March 18-24
Time: 3pm-8pm

.1‘

Solo Art Exhibition
Artist: Anukul
Mojumdar

Title: Tales of Dreams
Venue: Shilpangan Art
Gallery, H-26, R-3,
Dhanmondi

Date: March 19-April 3
Time: 12pm-8pm
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A sage silenced in her prime

Theatre troupe Battola premieres “Khona”

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
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Premiere of theatre troupe Battola's latest
production "Khona" was held at the Experi-
mental Theatre Hall, Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy on March 18. Written by Samina Lutfa
Nitra and directed by Mohammad Ali Haider,
"Khona" is the third production of Battola.
Theatre personalities Sara Zaker, Shimul Yousuf
and President of Battola, Dr. Saleque Khan,
among others, attended the premiere.

The story of Khona, a legendary philoso-
pher-astrologer from ancient Bengal, is
shrouded in mystery. Khona induced a violent
rage and jealousy in her father-in-law, Boraho,
who was the royal astrologer. Boraho had

Khona's tongue severed.
In the play, Samina Lutfa Nitra has tried to
explore a myth -- are the famed adages known

as 'Khonar Bachan' (words of Khona) truly her

legacy or did she become the mouthpiece of the
illiterate farmers' agricultural experiences? Was

Khona a victim of male chauvinism or was it a
class conflict, as she enraged the rulers by

trying to improve the lives of farmers?
Nitra played the titular role. The cast also

included Mohammad Ali Haider, Nasiruddin

Nadim, Sharmin Eti, Toufique Hasan Bhuiyan
and Tahmina Sultana. Bratya Amin and
Sharmin Eti jointly directed the music. Abu

Daud Ashrafi is the set and light designer of

the play.

Actors of Battola in a scene from “Khona”.

Lalon Festival

HOSSAIN SERAJ, Magura
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A daylong 'Lalon Festival', in honour of the
bard, was held at the premises of Pulum
Golam Sarwar Secondary School on Saturday.

On the occasion of the festival, special
events were arranged at the school in
Shalikha upazila, about 35 kilometers from
Magura district town. The festival included
discussion, rendition of Lalon songs and a
mela (fair).

Lalon Smriti Shangskritik Shangho, a
cultural organisation of Pulum village,
arranged the festival. Artistes of the
organisation and invited baul singers from
south-western districts rendered Lalon
songs. Lalon enthusiasts and local person-
alities spoke at a discussion on the life and
works of the bard.

in Magura

Nayeb Ali Sarkar, Fakruddin Sarkar, Karim
Shah, Khorshed Alam, Rawshan Ali,
Siddique Hossain, Mintu Mian, Nur Ali
Shah, Reshma Parveen, Abdus Shukur and
Ananda Biswas, among others, rendered
Lalon songs at the festival which continued
till midnight.

Earlier, a discussion was held with Fakir
Azibor Rahman Chishti in the chair.
Shalikha Upazila Parishad chairman, Advo-
cate Shyamol Kumar Dey, spoke as the chief

guest.
Lalon enthusiasts, including Mahidul

[slam, Professor Abu Bakar Siddique, Khabir
Mian, Tilam Hossain, Mokaddes Hossain,
Ayub Hossain and Anwar Hossain, among

others, spoke at the discussion.
The mela began at the playground of the

school from morning and continued till

unthinkable when I was young. My  the national flag speaks of the could create such a beautiful The exhibition will remain open People of Pulum and adjoining villages €vening. It was the main attraction for chil-
father didn't accept my decision to  sacrifices needed to attain free- image. till March 30. thronged to thevenue to attend the festival.  dren who were usually less interested in
Famed baul singers of Khulna region --  spiritual aspects of the festival.
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