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Frame policy to ensure
access to safe water

Speakers urge govt

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a consultation yesterday
called on the government to formulate
Clean Water Act with a view to ensuring
pure drinking water and stopping of its
contamination.

They also stressed the need to decen-
tralise water management for proper
supervision among the local government
institutes.

Environmentalist, academics and
development workers made the call at the
consultation jointly organised by
Department of Public Health Engineering
(DPHE), UNIC, WHO, WSP-World Bank
and NGO Forum for Drinking Water
Supply and Sanitation at the National
Press Club to markWorld Water Day today.

The year's theme of the day is 'Clean
Water for a HealthyWorld'.

Dr Mujibur Rahman, professor of
environmental engineering department
of Buet, made a presentation titled "Water
quality challenges: Do we really care' at
the programme.

He said, “The government should

formulate Clean Water Act following
strategies of the developed countries to
stop water contamination and ensure
drinking water for all.”

Water quality is directly related to
human health, economic activities,
ecosystem and biodiversity, added Prof
Muijib.

He said population growth, rapid
urbanisation, discharge of human and
industrial waste and new chemicals from
industries are key factors that contribute
to deteriorating the quality of water and
causing severe health hazards.

Domestic sewage, industrial waste
and agro-chemicals hugely pollute the
surface water of the Buriganga, Balu and
Sitalakkhaya rivers, he pointed out.

As a panel discussant, Dr Ainun
Nishat, senior adviser of IUCN Asia
Pacific region, underlined the impor-
tance of developing location-wise decen-
tralised water treatment plants to be
monitored and supervised by local gov-
ernment institutes.

The total ecosystem as well as
biodiversity is being affected today and it

is related to water quality, he added.

Prof M Feroze Ahmed of Buet said
various water quality parameters in
Bangladesh have deteriorated 16 to 20
times in recent times than those were in
1976.

"Industries are mainly polluting
water,"” he said, adding: "60 percent of our
contaminated water is created by indus-
trial waste, 30 percent by Dhaka Wasa and
the rest percentage by Dhaka City
Corporation.”

NGO Forum Executive Director SMA
Rashid said 70 percent infant mortality is
caused by lack of safe water supply, which
could be prevented just by ensuring safe
water supply.

Chaired by Dewan Nakib Ahsan, addi-
tional chief engineer of DPHE, the
programme was also addressed by Jan
Mpller Hansen, deputy head of mission of
Norwegian Embassy, and Mark Ellery,
regional water and sanitation specialist of
World Bank, and Mohammed Hossain,
project coordinator of NGO Forum.

Shyamal Dutta, Editor of Bhorer Kagoj,
moderated the consultation.
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Bangladesh

s Dalit and
Excluded Rights
Movement
forms a human
chain at
Muktangan

in the city
yesterday to
mark the
International
Day for the
Elimination of
Racial
Discrimination
2010.
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Citi IT contest
launched

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Citi Foundation, the philan-
thropic arm of Cifi, launched the
Second Citi Financial IT Case
Competition at a press confer-
enceatthe National Press Clubin
thecityyesterday.

The contest, being jointly
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Paribesh Bachao Andolon (Save the Environment Movement) forms a human chain in front of Wasa Bhaban at Karwan Bazar in the city
yesterday demanding pure drinking water for all.

HC stays govt
circular on
teachers'
promotion

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Blame game over killer
billboard

KAILASH SARKAR

The High Court yesterday
stayed for six months the
operation of a government
circular restricting the promo-
tion of private high school
teachers who have third class
in examinations at all levels of
their studentlife.

The HC bench of Justice Md
Mamtaz Uddin Ahmed and
Justice Naima Haider also
issued a rule upon the govern-
ment to explain within four
weeks why the circular should
notbe declaredillegal.

The bench came up with
the order upon a writ petition
filed by two schoolteachers
Debendra Chandra Baishnab
and Noor Mohammad
Jomaddar challenging the
legality of the circular.

The education secretary
issued the circular on February
4 this year, saying that the
teachers of private high
schools having third class at all
levels will not get promotion.

Advocate Abdul Matin
Khasru appeared for the peti-
tioners.

Who actually built the bill-
board that fell during last
Monday's storm in Gulshan-
1 and killed two people is still
uncertain. The owners of
Gulshan Shopping Centre
and Akhter Furnitures Ltd
are now accusing each other
of building the faulty bill-
board.

Gulshan Shopping
Centre Managing Director
Faizur Rahman told The
Daily Star, "Akhter
Furnitures Ltd rented the
space from us for advertise-
ment purpose and built the
faulty hoarding. The com-
pany was given a lease for
building a light-weight
billboard but it made a
heavy one and did not main-
tain it properly which led to
the collapse, deaths and
injuries.

"After the shop owners
and market committee
members asked me to
remove the billboard, 1

asked Akhter Furnitures to
remove it. But the company
showed me a court stay
order against removal of
billboards."

KM Akhteruzzaman, MD of
Akhter Furnitures, said,
"Gulshan Shopping Centre
authorities were the owner of
the billboard and responsible
for the incident. A negotiation
to rent the space was going on
but as the market authorities
demanded high rent, we
backed out."

He said, "It is not true that
we are the owner of the hoard-
ing and we showed them a
court stay order.”

Shop owner Abdus Salam
of Gulshan Shopping Centre
said all the shop owners of the
market and the members of
the market committee
requested the building owners
in writing several times to
remove the billboard but they
did not respond.

After the billboard col-
lapsed, he filed a murder case
against market owners Faizur

Rahman, one of his brothers
and two sisters accusing them
of negligence that resulted in
the deaths of one of his
employees and a car driver
and injuries to eight people,
including his son.

Gulshan Police Station
Officer-in-Charge Kamal
Uddin said they could not
arrest anybody as the accused
wentinto hiding.

Meanwhile, the authorities
concerned of Dhaka City
Corporation, police and build-
ing owners could not remove
illegal rooftop hoardings due
to a stay order issued by the
High Court.

Deputy Commissioner
AKM Hafiz Akhter of Gulshan

division said police could not
go for action due to the court
order.

Outdoor Advertisement
Owners' Association leader
Kazi Mahbub Alam said they
filed two separate writs with
the HC, in 2005 and in 2007,
against the removal of those
hoardings.

Terrorists consider
Bangladesh

softer destination
Experts tell workshop

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Security experts at a workshop
yesterday said international
terrorists consider Bangladesh
a softer destination compared
to Pakistan and Afghanistan.

They also expressed grave
concern over the lack of security
measures at Shahjalal
International Airport.

Bangladesh Institute of
Peace and Security Studies
(BIPSS) is organising the five-
day workshop on 'Counter
Terrorism Capacity Building' at
a city hotel in association with
the British High commission.

BIPSS President Maj Gen
(retd) ANM Muniruzzaman
said, "Terrorists are trying to
find new places to hide out as
Afghanistan and Pakistan
authorities are becoming tough
onmilitants."

"The recent arrests of some
leaders and activists of Lashkar-

e-Taiba and Jaish-e-
Mohammed in and around
Dhaka are the proofs that terror-
ists are considering Bangladesh
asofterdestination.”

He said BIPSS research
showed there are more than 30
militant organisations based in
Bangladesh. "These organisa-
tions would be helpful for those
trying to take cover here."

Muniruzzaman stressed
collaboration among South
Asian countries to address the
problem.

"It cannot be curbed without
mutual cooperation,” hesaid.

John Harrison, head of
research of Singapore-based
International Centre for
Political Violence and Terrorism
Research, said that as airports
are becoming the prime target
of terrorists across the world,
tardy security measures at
Bangladesh's international
airportisacause forconcern.

organised by Citibank NA
Bangladesh and DNet (Develop-
ment Research Network), pits
students of public and private
universities against one another

Venue: Winter Garden, Dhaka Sheraton Hotel
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The competition will have
three phases -- primary selec-
tion, semifinal round and final
round.

Each team should be com-

organized by Dhaka Stock Exchange
At 10:30 am on 26th March 2010
Venue: Marble Room
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In 2009, the first year of the
competition, a total of 54 teams
from 20 universities and institu-
tions took part while University
of Liberal Arts Bangladesh
(ULAB) won the title, bagging

Registration required at catering@sheraton-dhaka.com
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at Foy's Lake, Chittagong

The first ever Luxury -Theme Resort
in Bangladesh at Foy's Loke, Chittagong

Facilities
« Air-conditioned lake view rooms = Color cable TV
« Restaurant = Credit card = Car parking

Recreational Facilities)

« Exciting rides at Foy's Lake & Sea World
« B.B.Q nights » Cultural programme » Boat rides
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Corporate days out, picnics, conferences, corporate events,

We arrange |
birthday parties, wedding and other parties.

Reservation & Enquiries:
Dhaka Office: Tel- 8833786 Cell- 01913531386,01913531387
Chittagong Office: Tel- 031-2566080 Cell- 01913531483,01913531481,01913531480,01913531555,01922120623
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DOES YOUR FLEET HAVE
A QUEEN TO LEAD?

Ants and Fleet have one thing in common - allegiance to
collective discpline and coordination play the vital role in
high efficiency and productivity. Ants are natural at it.
For your Fleet You might always dreamed about

a management solution like Ants do.

FINDER offers you the solution to an improved and well
coordinated recipe towards efficient and optimised Fleet
Management. Monitor and Control your Vehicles with a
single Live View, Analysis Reports and Historical Data.
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www.finder-lbs.com
o concern of MONICO LIMITED
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