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IRMANI CALLS ON HASINA

IMF help for economic uplift sought

UNB, Dhaka

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
yesterday sought assistance
from development partners
and donor agencies, particu-
larly from the International
Monetary Fund (IMF), for
economic development of the
country.

The prime minister made
the request when IMF
Executive Director Dr A
Virmani called on her at the
PM's Office.

Hasina said the economic
condition of the country
remains strong although the
world had faced a serious
economic downturn.

However, the nation's
economic growth could not
reach the desired level due to
repeated interruptions in the
country's democratic process,
she said.

Hasina said the govern-
ment has enormous tasks
ahead to bring about eco-
nomic development of the
country, but the time is short.
“We want to develop the coun-
try quickly as the people voted
this government todo so.”

Hasina said her govern-

ment is working hard to
ensure food security and
social safety net by alleviating
poverty.

Mentioning that her gov-
ernment emphasised improv-
ing the power and energy
sector, she said she has already
directed the authorities con-
cerned for gas exploration and
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to put utmost importance on
power generation.

The PM said the govern-
ment is very keen for optimum
utilisation of the solar energy.

She said she has already
started using solar power in
her office and urged all to use
solar power in their offices as it
is safe and cost effective.

Hasina said according to
her party's election manifesto,
the government has been
working for establishing a
'Digital Bangladesh' to face
the challenges of the 21st
ceniury.

She said her government
introduced the Public Private
Partnership (PPP) for develop-
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IMF Executive Director Dr A Virmani calls on Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at her office in the city

yesterday.

Global demand for jute on rise
hile growers face problems

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Jute growers of the country
are beset with a flurry of
production and marketing-
related problems at a time
when global demand for the
natural fibre is on the rise.

Farmers and experts at a
workshop on jute held in
the city yesterday echoed
the same concerns that if
the country misses out the
opportunity of tapping
current favourable export
market for jute due to these
nagging problems, its econ-
omy will be ultimate looser
in the long run.

They listed the problems
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like crises of quality jute
seeds, adulteration in ferti-
liser and pesticides, prob-
lem in rotting jute due to
water scarcity and profit
mongering of middlemen.
Traidcraft Exchange and
TARANGO, two non-
government organisations
with special focus on jute
promotion, organised the
workshop at IDB Bhaban to
raise awareness of jute and
formally launch their five-
year 'Golden Fibre' project
involving 3,500 beneficia-
ries of four predominantly
jute-growing upazilas in
Faridpur and Gopalganij.
Addressing the work-

shop, Director General of
Bangladesh Jute Research
Institute (BJRI) Dr Kamal
Uddin laid special empha-
sis on becoming self-
sufficient in meeting up the
country's total jute seed
requirements and urged
people to increase domes-
tic usage of jute products
like India.

KR Hasan, Executive
I¥irector ol Jute
Diversification Promotion
Centre (JDPC) under the
jute ministry, called on the
jute growers to form coop-
eratives and go for collec-
tive jute production system
doing away with the frag-

mented jute tilling lands in
the countryside.

Two farmers' represen-
tatives, who spoke at the
workshop, made special
pleas to break the unholy
nexus of agriculture exten-
sion staffs and adulterers in
seeds, fertiliser and pesti-
cides.

Country Director of
Traidcraft Exchange Kazi
Shahed H Ferdous and
Chief Executive Officer of
TARANGO Kohinoor
Yeasmin also spoke.

Traidcraft Programme
Manager Nusrat Jahan
presented the 'Golden
Fibre' project outline.
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ing the information technol-
ogy and social sector.

Hasina attached impor-
tance to the regional coopera-
tion and peaceful coexistence
of the countries of the region.

Dr A Virmani praised
Hasina for successfully over-
coming the adverse effects of
the global recession.

He said the worldwide
economic recession failed to
affect the economy of
Bangladesh and the present
government played the key-
role for this achievement.

The IMF official said it
was a tough job for the
country to advance the
economy strongly after
recovering from the impact
of cyclone Aila and Sidr and
the BDR mutiny.

He congratulated the
prime minister on her great
success.

PM's Press Secretary Abul
Kalam Azad briefed reporters
on the meeting.

Ambassador at large
Mohammad Ziauddin,
Principal Secretary MA Karim
and Secretary to the PMO
Molla Wahedduzaman were
present.

By-polls in
Bhola-3 likely
on Apr 24

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

By-election to Bhola-3 constitu-
ency is likely to be held on April
24, Election Commissioner
Muhammad Sohul Hussein said
yesterday.

"We are considering April 24
as the Higher Secondary
Certificate examinations start
early next month," he said after
an Election Commission (EC)
meeting.

The EC would announce the
date next Thursday, added
Sohul.

Officials in EC Secretariat said
primarily, March 29 was fixed as
the last date for seeking candi-
dacy in the by-election while
April 24 the polling day.

OnMarch 8, the EC published
the final voter list of Bhola-3
constituency, which includes
Lalmohon and Tojimuddin
upazilas. The number of voters
ofthe constituencyis 2.20lakh.

Earlier on February 3, the EC
declared Bhola-3 parliamentary
constituency vacant following a
Supreme Court verdict.

AL candidate Maj (retd) Jasim
Uddin was elected from this
constituency in December 29
parliamentary polls. But the SC
declared his candidacy illegal as
he contested the polls within five
years of his retirement from the
defence service.
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Industrial units to
get fire stations

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Adequate fire service stations
would be set up in the crowded
industrial units considering
the number of labour force
working in the sector, says a
pressrelease.

The decision was made at
the 14th meeting of Social
Compliance Forum for RMG
sector at the conference room
of commerce ministry in the
cityyesterday.

Commerce Minister Farug
Khan presided over the meet-
ing, which was told that the
initiative would be imple-
mented after necessary dia-
logues with the concerned
authorities.

The meeting called on the
Fire Service Department for
making a proposal to establish
fire stations at every industrial
unit for easy accessibility and
close proximity during any
occupational hazards.

It urged BGMEA and
BKMEA to take stern action
against non-complaint facto-
ries.

The time for forming partic-
ipation committee at every
factory has been extended by
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Panasonic ideas for life

Let your picture
capture the hearts!

- Raffle Draw

Game Show

Capturing the moments of life has
always been a passion for you. Your
fingers do magic with the camera
and you always wanted to make a
name for yourself ? Well, now you
relive the dream once more. Start
clicking with your camera or even
your mobile phone, as the Panasonic
Lumix brings first ever photography
reality show “Lumix Click to Fame”

gets underway.

The photography gurus of the
country will look for your talent with
the lenses and you may be on the
way to be the photography icon of
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Mandatories: « A participant can register once. Participants need to be 18 years or above. «Violation of photography copyrights will
terminate the registration. = A participant is eligible to send maximum of 5 pictures. « Maximum size of the picture need to be within 600 KB.
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the country.
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June 30, 2010 considering the
request of BGMEA and
BKMEA. Earlier, the deadline
for forming the committee was
December31, 2009.

The meeting reiterated the
need for forming industrial

police immediately, the release
added.

It also discussed a number
ofissues related to reduction of
the causes of occupational
hazards.

As a number of factories
having old structural designs
are vulnerable to fire-related
accidents, the speakers urged
the housing and public works
ministry to take strictactionsin
this connection.

Acting Secretary to
Commerce Ministry Md Golam
Hossain, Additional Secretary
Mostafa Mohiuddin, Export
Promotion Bureau Vice
Chairman Md Sahab Ullah,
Fire Service and Civil Defence
Director General Brig Gen Abu
Nayeem Md Shaidullah,
BGMEA President Abdus

Salam Murshedi, BKMEA
President Md Fazlul Haq and
Jatiya Sramik League President
Roy Ramesh Chandra were
present at the programme.
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Write down your name, age, address, phone number
and e-mail along with a maximum of five pictures of
H600kb size in JPEG or TIFF format and send it to Box No.
A-15, C/O The Daily Star, 19, Karwan Bazar, Dhaka-1215

by April 5, 2010.

For more details and registration log on to:

www.lumixclicktofame.com

The Grand Winner wins a Lumix GH1, cash reward of
Tk.1,50,000, Brand Ambassador of Panasonic Lumix, Photo
Exhibition Sponsorship Amount up to Tk.1,50,000 and
internship in two of the leading magazines- Annondo Alo

and Shaptahik.

The 1st Runners Up wins a Lumix GF1, cash reward of
Tk.1,00,000, Photo Exhibition Sponsorship Amount for one
exhibition up to Tk.75,000 and internship opportunity in
two of the leading magazines- Annondo Alo and
Shaptahik. The 2nd Runners Up wins a Lumix FZ35, cash
reward of Tk.50,000 and internship opportunity in two of
the leading magazines- Annondo Alo and Shaptahik.
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