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CHINA VISIT

Road link tops
PM's agenda

3 deals likely to be signed

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Construction of a regional highway by connect-
ing Kunming with Chittagong via Myanmar will
get priority during Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina's visit to China, said Foreign Minister

Dipu Monivyesterday.
Dipu, while briefing reporters at the foreign

ministry, said Hasina would visit Kunming, the

capital of Yunnan province in south-western
China, and hold talks with the city's top officials

aboutthe construction ofroad and rail links.
Hasina will leave Dhaka for Beijing on

March 17 for a five-day visit at the invitation of
her Chinese counterpart, Wen Jiabao. This is
her first visit to China since Awami League

assumed office in January 2009.
Aiming to establish the connectivity,

Bangladesh has already constructed a road up
to Gundam border of Myanmar. The communi-
cations ministry has also taken an initiative to

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

Shibir got all-out
help from Jamaat

Confesses Jamaat leader
held for RU violence

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Jamaat leader Gias Uddin gave a confessional statement before a
Rajshahi court Saturday that all tiers of Jamaat-e Islami helped
Islami Chhatra Shibir in the February 9 violence at Rajshahi

University following an organisational decision.
Gias, also former Rajshahi City Corporation ward councillor,

was taken on five days' police remand in three terms after his
arrest on February 26. Police took him to the court of

Metropolitan Magistrate Ziaur Rahman at 2:00pm on Saturday.
Police officials in Rajshahi, however, remained tight-lipped

about the judicial statement of Gias.
Sources told The Daily Star that Gias, also a military trainer of

SEE PAGE 15 COL 2

OnlinePoll v/

Do you support the
government's decision to

bar persons under the age
of 18 from buying SIM or
RUIM cards?
O Yes s (76.2%)

CNo mm (22.6%)
O No Comments | (1.2%)

Total votes: 902

TODAY'S POLL

Do you think the fresh
incidents of tree felling and
destroying two betel leaf
enclosures at Kailin Punji in
Srimangal show that the
government is losing the
battle against illegal loggers?

Please cast your vote at
www.thedailystar.net
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Hon'able Prime Minister Sheikh Hasin

execllence in export performance.

customers, associates & business partners

from the Government of Bangladesh.

“# angratufations!

People’'s Republic of Bangladesh, hands over National Export
Trophy-Gold for the year of 2005-06 and 20046-07 to Mr. A K Azad,
Managing Director of Asha Fashions Lid. & That's It Sporits Wear Lid.
respectively, enterprises of Ha-Meem Group, in recognition of

We, the members of Ha-Meem Group, sincerely thanks all our

co-operation, which has helped us to achieve this highest honour

On behalf of all members of
Ha-Meem Group
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for their support &

ACC chief sees
lack of political
will to curb graft

Poll process also leads
fo corruption

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Corruption is prevalent in Bangladesh as there is no political will
to eradicate the bad practice, said Anti-Corruption Commission
Chief Ghulam Rahman yesterday.

Another reason he identified is the election procedures that
encourage people to indulge in corruption.

Ghulam Rahman said this while addressing a discussion on
financial crime and its impact on the economy. The Economic
Reporters' Forum organised the discussion at the National Press
Club with its president Monowar Hossain in the chair.

About the ineffectiveness of ACC in curbing corruption,
Rahman said the present government did not ratify the ordi-
nances that were promulgated by the last caretaker government.

“That's why we are having problems hunting the corrupt,” he
added.

After taking charge, the ACC chairman said he asked employ-
ees of the commission whether anyone was punished for cor-
ruption or not. They said just one, while the ACC lawyers said
one or two and the attorney general also said one or two.

“It is a fact that corrupt people are not punished here,” a
seemingly dismayed Rahman said.

He said many corrupt people have gone scot-free because of
procedural mistakes rather than a lack of substance. He also

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

ADFLAME DIRECTOR
Police asked
to report on
arrest warrant
by Apr 19

CoURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday once
again directed the officer-in-
charge of Dhanmondi police
to submit a report by April 19
on the execution of an arrest
warrant against Adflame
Pharmaceuticals Director
Azfar Pasha.

Azfar Pasha has been
charged with adulteration of
paracetamol syrup for 18

years now.
Judge Mohammad Abdul

Majid of the Drug Court issued
the order for the second time,

as police did not submit the
SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

Prayer Timing

March 15

Azan |Jamaat

Fajr 5-00 5-35

Zohr 12-45 1-15
Asr 4-30 4-45

Maghrib 6-14 6-18
'Esha 7-45 8-15

Source: Isfamic Foundation

3 'Huji men
held tor CPB
rally blast

Rab presents slum dwellers' leader
as accused, CID yet to be sure

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Rapid Action Battalion yesterday arrested three suspected
Harkat-ul-Jihad-al-Islami (Huji) members in connection with
the bomb blasts that killed five people during a Communist
Party of Bangladesh rallyin 2001.

Those arrested are Moulana Idris Ali, Moulana Abdul Latif

and Sakhawat Hossain alias Dulal.
Inspector Mrinal Kanti of the Criminal Investigation

Department confirmed that Idris and Latifare suspectsin the case.

He said that Sakhawat will be questioned further to deter-
mine whether he is also an accused.

Sakhawat and 11 other accused were previously cleared of
involvement in the blasts when the former investigation officer
submitted his final report.

However Rab claims that the three men are Huji operatives
and that theywere accused in the case filed for the blasts went off
on January 20, 2001 at Paltan Maidan in Dhaka that also
wounded around 50 others.

Sarwar Hossain, Sakhawat's brother-in-law, however
claimed that Shakhawat was never involved with Huji. He also
said his relative is the general secretary of Dhaka City

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

HH Bank Asia

Capital Market Division
starts operation from today
at Meher Plaza (2nd Floor)
House No-13A, Road No-5, Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka-1205

1%t Branch of

madonna/dentsu/BA/3-10

Many people believe that the world as we know it is coming to an end in 2012. Others believe
that with increasing investment in nuclear research and weaponry, World War lll is going to
start in coming months. Some people are convinced that the UFOs have landed and aliens
have infiltrated the human race. Some other people are more concerned about global
warming, melting ice caps and countries disappearing off the map. A group of people claim
that oil shortage is just a sham to keep the oil prices high. Another group doubts that mankind
landed on the moon for the first time in 1969. Yet another group worries that many of the
diseases people suffer from today are fabricated in labs.

But many people agree that this summer is surely going to be quite unbearable and air
conditioners are naturally going to become more expensive.

We don't know if any of this is true; but what we do know
is that there is a@nﬁ on Apollo ACs at Otobi.
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