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Felling of trees in the tea

gardens

Reconsider decision

T is not surprising that the large-scale felling of

trees in a tea garden in Srimangal has outraged

people everywhere. We wonder whether the
forest department's order, issued in 2008 permitting
the cutting down of the trees, had considered all the
relevant pros and cons of the issue. It may be
recalled that the order was held in abeyance (by
then more than 1000 trees had been cut down) by
the forest department in the face of opposition from
the locals living in the area and environmental
activists, only to be allowed again, this time with
enhanced rate of royalty.

We understand that tea gardens and the adjoining
areas are pruned from time to time as a part of the
process of maintenance and upkeep; and with every
tree chopped down a new sapling has to be planted.
In this case the fact is that the clearing is being done
as partofthe expansion plan of the garden.

One should not have any reservations about devel-
opment of the tea garden except that the area under
expansion is inhabited by Khasias who have been
living there for along time. The forest is not only their
home but also provides for their livelihood and daily
needs. It goes without saying that the deforestation
will adversely affect the Khasias who risk displace-
ment from their ancestral homes. It will have adverse
impact on their traditional way of living apart from
the negative consequence on the environment as
well as on the fauna and flora in the area. We must
also consider how extremely important it is to main-
tain our forest coverage and do everything in our
capacity to keep as many trees alive as possible. This
isneeded for us -- the inhabitants of this land.

We could not empathise more with those affected
by the order and also with the environmentalists with
whose voice of concern we would like to add ours. We
feel that the government should prefer an appeal
against the HC verdict because there may be merit
in the comments of Bangladesh Paribesh Andolon
that not all the facts were produced before the
court, and those that were produced were incom-
plete and one-sided.

And in this regard, it would be our request to the
HC, although it had given the go ahead to the felling
ofthe trees on a writ by the owner of the tea garden, to
reconsider its decision, given that there are prece-
dence of the HC's taking suo moto notice, particu-
larly of matters relating to the environment and
humanrights.

The passing of KG Mustafa
He kept faith with his beliefs

.G. Mustafa belonged to a generation we can
rightly regard as pioneers in our world of
journalism. His death at the age of eighty-
four is therefore a harking back to a time when values
underscored the presentation of news and with thata
formulation of opinion in newspapers. Throughout
his adult life (and it actually commenced in his
teens), Mustafa made it a point to remain steadfast to
the vocation he had opted for, a position he did not
waver from in his long life. Following the partition of
1947, he clearly seemed to have decided that while
the newspaper was going to be his preoccupation,
both as a principle and as a profession, it would also
serve as a vehicle for the promotion of political and
social causes. The trajectory of his life shows all too
well that Mustafa upheld the causes he believed in. In
the chaotic politics of 1950s Pakistan, followed by the
harshness of the decade-long Ayub military regime,
Mustafa and a very large number of his peers saw
little reason to suspend the battle for truth.

Mustafa's long career in many ways went beyond
the call of journalism. His identification with such
progressive causes as the 1952 language movement
was an obvious pointer to the path he had chosen for
himself. In the more dramatic era of the 1960s, when
Bengali nationalism was beginning to be defined in
all the substance of purposeful politics through the
Six Points and related developments, Mustafa knew
he needed to make his contribution to politics as it
was fast shaping up before the nation. Like many
others in his profession and millions of people across
asoon to be liberated country, he played his role with
finesse and with foresight. It was his singular devo-
tion to the Bangladesh cause, his dedication to the
task of seeing it reach fruition, that convinced
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman that
Mustafa's was a voice that needed to speak for the
country abroad. In Lebanon and then Iraq, the diplo-
mat in Mustafa made a deep, necessary impression.
There are yet people around who speak of the skills
he employed as our ambassador in a region desir-
ous of understanding Bangladesh a little deeper
thanithad till then.

Our tribute to K.G. Mustafa is, therefore, arecalling
of the times and the values that defined the genera-
tion he belonged to. Mustafa believed in a higher
purpose that underlined journalism. And he kept
faith with that belief right till the end. And we are
today left a good deal poorer by his passing.
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Sheikh Hasina goes to China

Interstate relations are influenced by regional and global geo-
strategic realities. Bangladesh is strategically located between
India and China; thus, its importance emanates from ts location.

HARUN UR RASHID

T HE proposed visit of Bangladesh
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina to
China on March 17 is timely since
the ties between the two countries have
been characterised by comprehensive
cooperation for the last 35 years of their
diplomaticrelation.

China is Bangladesh's neighbour over
the Himalayas. Their interaction dates back
by centuries. Apart from the two Chinese
travellers -- Fa-Hien in the 4th century and
Hue An-tsung in the 7th century -- a
Buddhist monk from Bangladesh, Atish
Dipankar, traveled to China during the 11th
century and preached Buddhism for 17
years. He died in modern day Chinese
Tibet; the Chinese government returned
the ashes to his native Munshiganj district
and built a mausoleum there.

Interstate relations are influenced by
regional and global geo-strategic realities.
Bangladesh is strategically located
between India and China; thus, its impor-
tance emanates from its location.

Some of the geo-strategic realities in the
region are:
¢ India and China have uneasy political

relationship since their brief warin 1962,

although economic interests are grow-

ing between them.

¢ China has been developing port facili-
ties in Pakistan, Sri Lanka and Myanmar,
and is planning to build railroad lines in
Nepal, to link to Lhasa in Tibet.

« China reportedly has access to the
Myanmar naval base in Hanggyi Island
and established a monitoring station at
Coco Island, north of India's Andaman
and Nicobar Islands. China is also build-
ing a new port at Hambantota in south-
ern Sri Lanka and Gwador in
Baluchistan.

e These initiatives are irking India,
whose government worries that China
is expanding its sphere of regional
influence by surrounding India with a
"string of pearls” that could eventually
undermine India's preeminence and
potentially rise to an economic and

security threat.

+ Militarisation in the Indian Ocean has
added another dimension of security:
Apart from the US, regional countries
including India and China placed their
navies to secure safety of sea-lanes and
maritime resources.

Given the above realities, Bangladesh's
geographical location is both an advantage
and alimitation of the conduct ofits foreign
policy. Bangladesh has to play a delicate
balancing act between the two Asian
giants.

The fact that Sheikh Hasina's scheduled
visit is preceded early this month by the
Chinese Communist Party delegation's
short trip to Dhaka indicates that China is
interested in developing party-to-party
relations without limiting it to the state
level. The delegation called on the prime
minister and also on Opposition Leader
Begum Khaleda Zia.

Heads of successive Bangladesh govern-
ments have visited China since 1977. They
concentrated on building economic and
technical cooperation with China who
responded generously, primarily in the
sectors of infrastructure development,
telecommunications, and energy. Defence
cooperation has been developed and chiefs
of armed services visited each other's
countries.

China deeply appreciated Bangladesh's
firm stand on the "One China" policy --
meaning no two Chinas, no independence
to Taiwan and no representation of Taiwan
in international organisations -- and sup-
port for the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games.
Chinese Foreign Minister Dr. Yang Jiechi
visited Bangladesh in April 2008 and
offered Tk.6 million in free aid to
Bangladesh's development and Tk.5 mil-
lion as a "token gift" to mark his visit. The
two countries also signed an exchange of
notes to construct the Bangladesh-China
Exhibition Centre in Dhaka.

China has built six bridges in this coun-
try. The last bridge opened on February 18,
2008, over the Dhaleswari River, linking
Dhaka with Munshiganj district.
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The PM ponders her next move.

Bangladesh may seek funds for a second
Padma bridge and a bridge over the Arial
Khan River at Madaripur to link to the
country's southwest.

Since China is an agent of robust eco-
nomic growth, Bangladesh must take
advantage of it and gradually integrate its
economy with the Chinese economy. A
chief mechanism is interconnectivity with
multi-modal transport to China's Yunnan
province through Myanmar. Furthermore,
Bangladesh may link up to China through a
railroad through Nepal.

In this respect, "the Kunming Initiative"
was developed some years ago to intercon-
nect Bangladesh, Myanmar and China.
India's northeastern states may also join
this plan to make the region an active eco-
nomic hub.

Bangladesh will build a deep-sea port
near Cox's Bazar. The prime minister
offered regional countries, including
China, the use of this deep-sea port. She
demonstrates a vision of an inclusive,
plural, and rapidly developing region of

interdependent economically developed
countries playing theirroles.

The Bangladesh prime minister's visit to
India in January was closely watched by
China. It appears that Bangladesh's sup-
port to India in the Joint Communique for a
permanent seat at the UN Security Council
was not comfortable for China because
China did not support the council's
reforms in 2004. Bangladesh needs all the
diplomatic skills it can muster to remove
whatever concerns China have in this
respect.

Bangladesh foreign policy stands largely
on two pillars: security and development.
Security not only refers to territorial secu-
rity, but also water, food, energy, and envi-
ronmental security. Initiatives for socio-
economic development can only be made
when all such sectors are attended to;
China can help Bangladesh to achieve
these goals.

Barrister Harun ur Rashid is a former Bangladesh
Ambassador to the UN, Geneva.

The Pakistan case

Some Pakistanis are fearful that these are desperate times for
US in Pakistan and desperation breeds dangerous behaviour.
Though both Hillary Clinton and David Milliband expressed
confidence that nuclear weapons are secure in military hands,
the West have for long been anxious that these nuclear materi-
als do not fall into the wrong hands.

KAz ANWARUL MASUD

endless cycle. Consecutive suicide

bombings in Peshawar, the bomb blast
near Indian embassy at Kabul, and the
Tehrik-e-Taliban attack on the army GHQ
in Rawalpindi, one of the most sensitive
places in Pakistan, raise questions on the
effectiveness of military operations both in
Afghanistan and Pakistan.

Doubts on the effectiveness of military
actions in Swat, Malakand, Waziristan,
along with recent terrorist acts in Lahore, is
causing serious concern. The Indo-Pak
blame game continues unabated. The
recently held Foreign Secretary talks
between India and Pakistan, reportedly
under US pressure, produced differing
assessment by both the countries. Albeit, it
strengthened India's image of seeking
peaceful resolution of disputes with
Pakistan.

There is a school of thought in Pakistan
which states that the US perception of I51-
militant collaboration is a result of India's

I N Pakistan, terrorism has become an

"undying hostility to Pakistan as well as the
US's intention of converting it (Pakistan)
into an anti-China tool." They also believe
that ISI's alleged involvement exists to
explain Nato's failure to pacify the war-torn
Afghanistan.

This claim is weakened by the report of
General Stanley McChrystal's initial
assessment of the deteriorating situation in
Afghanistan and the implied indication
that India should scale back its presence in
Afghanistan because "increasing Indian
presence in Afghanistan is likely to exacer-
bate regional tensions and encourage
Pakistani countermeasures in Afghanistan
orIndia."

India's extension of more than one
billion dollars to Afghanistan in financial
and development assistance, and in train-
ing the Afghan police force and bureau-
cracy, assistance encouraged by France
and Britain, is frowned upon by US; proved
by McChrystal as a fear of Pakistani "coun-
termeasures.”

The audacity shown by the terrorists in
mounting the attack on the Pakistan army

GHQ led US Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton to visit London to comment that
the attack on GH() underlined the extrem-
ist threat to Islamabad government "and
the very important steps that the civilian
leadership, along with the military, are
taking to root out the extremists and pre-
vent violence and direct assault on the
sovereignty of the state.”

Bruce Riedel views the attack as reflect-
ing the volatility and fragility of politics in
Pakistan. "The Taliban attackers demon-

strated,” he writes, "that despite loosing
the campaign in Swat valley they retain the
capacity for terror in the heart of Pakistan
striking in effect into the Pentagon of
Pakistan."

The Kerry-Lugar bill (KLB) to Pakistan,
which generated controversy within, is
demonstrative of diarchy between the
army and the Pakistan civilian government.

Some Pakistanis are fearful that these are
desperate times for the US in Pakistan and
desperation breeds dangerous behaviour.
Though both Hillary Clinton and David
Milliband, the British foreign secretary,
expressed confidence that nuclear weap-
ons are secure in civilian and military
hands, the West have for long been anxious
that these nuclear materials do not fall into
the wrong hands.

A report revealed that in the past three
years, terrorists staged daring attacks,
specifically targeting the Pakistan nuclear
facilities. Rolf Mowatt-Larsen, former head
of CIA's terrorism efforts (Arms Control
Today -- July/August 2009) cites simulta-
neous growth of extremism, instability and

Pakistan nuclear arsenal as "worrying
trends” that may compromise the army's

ability to retain control of nuclear materi-
als.

President Parvez Musharraf, during his
time, dismissed the proposal made by
(Graham Alison of Harvard that these weap-
ons must be disbursed to avoid the weap-
ons falling into the wrong hands, because
Pakistan has a weak command structure.
President Musharraf explained that a full
secretariat headed by a retired lieutenant
general was in charge of the Strategic
Planning Division, which was the secre-
tarial arm of the National Command
responsible for the development and
deployment of the nuclear weapons.

But Bruce Riedel pointed out that polls
after polls had shown Pakistanis fearing US
more than the Taliban as a bigger threat to
their weapons of mass destruction, and
additionally, more Pakistanis believe that
the USisathreat to Pakistan than India.

South Asian expert Stephen Cohen drew
a detail of the rise of Taliban. The defeat of
the Taliban at the hands of the Western
powers had a blowback effect on Pakistan
in the form of sectarian violence, appear-
ance of the drug culture, easy availability of
guns and general social breakdown, which
came with a big cost to the socio-political
structure of the country.

Neo-conservative Robert dismisses the
possibility of cataclysmic effect of "the
struggle between modernisation and
Islamic radicalism” on international affairs
because "Islamic resistance to westernisa-
tion is not a new phenomenon" and "in the
struggle between traditionalism and
modernity, tradition cannot win."

Yet countries like Bangladesh, aspiring
to be a middle income country and
digitalised in the near future, have to take
into account Seymour Lipset's "social
requisites” of democracy, broadly categor-
ised as economic development and politi-
cal legitimacy, and cultural factors like
religion and political culture, as well as
Milton Friedman's economic freedom
coupled with governmental critical role, in
managing the free market.

Most political scientists and economists
(Joseph Stiglitz, Francis Fukuyama, and
Arthur Lewis etc.) agree that some amount
of economic development must be extant
for democracy to develop. The re-
emergence of Islamic extremists in
Bangladesh is worrying, lest they interfere
with our developmental process. Their
destruction, a must do task for the govern-

ment, has to be coordinated by regional
and international efforts.

Kazi Anwarul Masud is a former Secretary and ambassador.



